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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Guest Pastor .................................................................................  Pastor Stephen Asche 
Elder  ........................................................................................ Dave Light & Tim Hartnett 
Ushers  ............................................................................... Bryant Arnold & Frank Cressy 
Reader  .......................................................................................................... Barb Kraley 
Acolyte ...................................................................................................... Kyndal Raasch 
Altar Circle ............................................................................ Kristy Sturz & Kathy Vergon 
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February 5, 2023 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

As We Gather 
As the liturgical year tells the story of Jesus’ earthly 

ministry, with Christmas still fresh in our memory, it 

may seem too soon to begin talking about the cross, that 

instrument of death for the rejected Christ. But as the 

mysterious star drew the Wise Men to the newborn King 

of the Jews, so a light draws us to the goal of His 

mission, the glory of salvation found only in the 

crucified King of the Jews. How strange it must sound to 

those who have not heard or who do not yet believe 

when we sing “In the Cross of Christ I Glory.” Only God 

the Holy Spirit can enlighten a person with the spiritual 

wisdom of faith. And He does give and strengthen that 

faith through the preached Word and the Sacraments 

administered according to Christ’s institution. Today, 

that faith enlightened by the cross of our Lord produces 

a life of love and good works in all we say and do. 

 

Call to Worship Chimes 
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Prelude:       “Light of the Living God” 
 By David Paxton 

                         
 

Welcome 
 

Please stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 412 The People That in 
Darkness Sat vs 1-4, 6 

 

 

 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 
Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Order of Service: Setting Thee Hymnal p. 184 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment.  
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      But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Psalm 112:1–9 
1Praise the LORD! 

Blessèd is the man who fears the LORD, 

 who greatly delights in his commandments! 
2His offspring will be mighty in the land; 

 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
3Wealth and riches are in his house, 

 and his righteousness endures forever. 
4Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; 

 he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
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5It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; 

 who conducts his affairs with justice. 
6For the righteous will never be moved; 

 he will be remembered forever. 
7He is not afraid of bad news; 

 his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 
8His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, 

 until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 
9He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; 

 his righteousness endures forever; 

 his horn is exalted in honor. 

 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high:  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Epiphany 5 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

      O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the 

true faith that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly 

grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:3–9a 
3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no 

knowledge of it?’ 

 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own 

pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 

 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
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8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

P Praise the LORD, all nations! 

C Extol Him, all peoples! 

  

P For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

C and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 

  

P Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

C bring an offering, and come into His courts! 

 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 2:1–16 
 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 

proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 

speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I 

was with you in weakness and in fear and much 

trembling, 
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 4and my speech and my message were not in plausible 

words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 

of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 

men but in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although 

it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 

who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret 

and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before 

the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age 

understood this, for if they had, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. 

For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 

God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the 

spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 

comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 

God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

understand the things freely given us by God. 13And we 

impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but 

taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those 

who are spiritual. 
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14The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able 

to understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned. 15The spiritual person judges all things, but is 

himself to be judged by no one. 16“For who has 

understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Choir Anthem:     “Walk in the Light”                                   

By George D. Elderkin 
                                               Arr. by Andre Thomas 
Please stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:13–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth 

chapter. 
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 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt 

has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is 

no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 

trampled under people’s feet. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 

the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 

the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 

fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 

earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 

Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever 

relaxes one of the least of these commandments and 

teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 

them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For 

I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 
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     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 523 O Word of God Incarnate vs 1-3 
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Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
Sermon: “No Identity Crisis Now!” Matthew 5: 13-20 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Offering:  “The Lord is My Light” 
 Arr. by J. Wayne Kerr 

 
Please stand 

 

 
Offertory LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Dear heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to be the light 

of the world. Send out messengers and missionaries to 

share the light of Christ in every corner of the earth, that 

people from every tribe, nation, and language would 

follow Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord, there are many in this world who live in the 

darkness of depression, anxiety, and mental illness. Help 

us to be light to those in dark places, to encourage them 

to seek medical assistance, and to accept them as Your 

beloved children. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, walk with all those who are grieving in the shadow 

of death, [especially . . .]. Comfort them with the hope of 

the resurrection to eternal light and life. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord, shine Your light upon all those in public office. 

Enlighten them with Your wisdom and keep them from 

the darkness of the evil one. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, strengthen all those who are poor, homeless, 

hungry, oppressed, or in need in any way. Help us to see 

these people as Your creations in need of Your mercy 

and light, just as we are. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
    

P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and 

recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and 

heal them according to Your good and gracious will. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite 

mercies, which are new every morning. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 
(Communion Confession spoken together) 
  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

biblical teaching that this is not merely a 

representation of Christ, but the real presence of His 

Body and His Blood in the bread and the wine. We 

also recognize that in the Supper we receive 

forgiveness of sins, strength, and unity with fellow 

confessing and communing Christians. 

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 



20 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 

foundation of the world You have made known to the 

nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 

substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the 

fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

      In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  
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       “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Please be seated 
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Communion Distribution 
 
Choir Anthem:               “Can You Drink the Cup?” 

                                                     By Pamela Martin 

                                                        Arr. by Craig Courtney 

 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
  

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. 

       The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 

you peace. 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

Announcements 
 

Please stand 
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Hymn to Depart: 578 Thy Strong Word vs 1-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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 + What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 
 


