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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Worship Leaders  ............................................................... Ken Madding & Ken Campbell 
Elder .............................................................................................................. Harry Kraley 
Ushers .................................................................................  Frank Cressy & Tim Hartnett 
Reader ......................................................................................................... Ken Madding 
Acolyte  ..................................................................................................... Tanner Hughes 
Altar Circle ...............................................................  Linda Downen & Kate Zimmermann 
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November 27, 2022 
 

First Sunday in Advent 

 

As We Gather 
Today you are in a most important waiting room—every 

church sanctuary or other holy space in which God’s 

people gather is, in its way, a waiting room. Together we 

are waiting for the greatest of all events—the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the mountain of the house 

of the Lord, where two or three are gathered in His 

name. Here God dwells and is enthroned and reveals 

Himself to His people. Here we keep alert, joyfully 

anticipating the advent of our King. 
 

Pre-service song:  “Here’s My Heart Lord” 
 By I Am They 

  
                                                            “Crown Him” 
 By I Am They 
Welcome 
 

Please stand 
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Song:                                                                                         “King of Heaven”                                                                        

By Paul Baloche 

  Vs1 

Jesus, let Your kingdom come here   

Let Your will be done here in us   

Jesus, there is no one greater   

You alone are Savior   

Show the world Your love   

 

Chorus 

King of heaven, come down, King of heaven, come now   

Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, 

come   

King of heaven, rise up, who can stand against us   

You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of 

heaven, come  

 

Vs 2 

We are children of Your mercy        

Rescued for Your glory     

We cry Jesus, set our hearts towards You   

That every eye would see You lifted high   
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Chorus 

King of heaven, come down, King of heaven, come now   

Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, 

come   

King of heaven, rise up, who can stand against us   

You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of 

heaven, come  

King of heaven, come, King of heaven, come   

King of heaven, come, King of heaven, come  

 

Chorus 

King of heaven, come down, King of heaven, come now   

Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, 

come   

King of heaven, rise up, who can stand against us   

You are strong to save, in Your mighty name, King of 

heaven, come  

King of heaven, come, King of heaven, come   

King of heaven, come, King of heaven, come  

 

Outro 

King of heaven, come down, King of heaven, come now   

Let Your glory reign, shining like the day, King of heaven, 

come  
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
One Advent candle is lit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You 

are the light that shines in all the darkness of our lives. 

As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect 

Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
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     Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Grace LSB 167 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 

die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 

work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm 122 
1I was glad when they said to me, 

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
2Our feet have been standing 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
3Jerusalem—built as a city 

 that is bound firmly together, 
4to which the tribes go up, 

 the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for Israel, 

 to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 
5There thrones for judgment were set, 

 the thrones of the house of David. 
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6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

 “May they be secure who love you! 
7Peace be within your walls 

 and security within your towers!” 
8For my brothers and companions’ sake 

 I will say, “Peace be within you!” 
9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

 I will seek your good. 

 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace 

to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the 

confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the 

power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this 

faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

Please be seated 
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Song:                                    Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

                                             Arrangement By Amy Grant 

 Vs 1 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing 

Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing 

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

   

Refrain 

Teach me ever to adore thee 

May I still thine goodness prove 

While the hope of endless glory 

Fills my heart with joy and love 

Oooh oooh  ooh oh   oh  oooh 

  

Vs1 

O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter 

Bind my wandering heart to thee 

   

Refrain 

Never let me wander from thee 

Never leave thee God I love 

Here's my heart, take and seal it 

Seal it for thy courts above. 

Oooh oooh  ooh oh   oh  oooh  
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[Interlude] 
 

 Refrain 

Never let me wander from thee 

Never leave thee God I love 

Here's my heart, take and seal it 

Seal it for thy courts above. 

Oooh oooh  ooh oh   oh  oooh 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning 

Judah and Jerusalem. 
2It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
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nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 

L   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Second Reading: Romans 13:8–14 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for 

the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 

shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 

this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has 

come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 

to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far 

gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 

drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

 

Song:                                       “Light of the World”  
 By Lauren Daigle 
 Sung by the Fourth Sunday Band                                                                                    

 

Please stand 

 
 

Holy Gospel:                                    Matthew 21:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-

first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front 

of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 

a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If 

anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 

needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took 

place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
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 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 
7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them 

their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the 

crowds that went before him and that followed him were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11And the 

crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth 

of Galilee.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Song:                                              “Beautiful One” 
                                                           By Tim Hughes 
Vs.1 

Wonderful, so wonderful 

Is Your unfailing love, 

Your cross has spoken mercy over me 

No eye has seen, no ear has heard 

No heart could fully know, 

How glorious, how beautiful You are 

 

CHORUS: 
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Beautiful one, I love You 

Beautiful one, I adore 

Beautiful one my soul must sing 

 

Vs. 2 

Powerful, so powerful 

Your glory fills the skies 

Your mighty works displayed for all to see 

The beauty of Your majesty 

Awakes my heart to sing; 

How marvelous, how beautiful You are 

 

CHORUS: 2x’s 

Beautiful one, I love You 

Beautiful one, I adore 

Beautiful one my soul must sing 

 

BRIDGE: 2 x’s (Praise band only) 

You’ve opened my eyes to your wonders anew 

You’ve captured my heart with this love, 

‘Cos nothing on earth is as beautiful as You, Jesus 

 

CHORUS: 

Beautiful one, I love You 

Beautiful one, I adore 

Beautiful one my soul must sing 

 

CODA: 2X’S 
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My soul, my soul must sing, 

My soul, my soul must sing, 

My soul, my soul must sing, 

Beautiful one 
 

CHORUS: 

Beautiful one, I love You 

Beautiful one, I adore 

Beautiful one my soul must sing 
 

Sermon: “The Mystery of the Incarnation” 

 
Offering:                                         “Even So Come” 
                                                                               Kristian Stanfill 

                                                (Sung by Fourth Sunday Band) 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P As we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ’s coming, 

we turn to the Lord in prayer. 
  
A brief time of silence may be observed. 
  

P O Wisdom from on high, guide Your Church throughout 

the world to be a demonstration of hope. Move the 

leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the people of our 

Synod to yearn for that coming day when Jesus will 

reign forever in justice and righteousness, and all 

creation will be restored. We pray, 

C hear us, coming Lord. 
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P O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of nations, our 

president and Congress, our governors and local leaders. 

Move all leaders to cease envy and boastfulness, 

injustice and corruption. Guide our leaders to be 

honorable people who do not neglect the poor and who 

strive toward the flourishing of all human beings. Bless 

those who serve in our armed forces and lift up refugees 

and all victims of war. Bring peace between us and our 

enemies and let Your peace reign over this broken 

world. We pray, 

C hear us, coming Lord. 

  

P O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid of all who 

are in need. As You humbly entered this world as a 

vulnerable baby, help all of us to enter humbly the lives 

of those who are sick, facing surgery, or dying, to offer 

comfort and hope, [especially . . .]. Bring healing 

according to Your will and peace to those whose 

suffering endures. Thank You for the work of doctors, 

nurses, and other medical professionals who work 

toward healing and restoration of wholeness. Guide 

scientists searching for cures for diseases that bring 

suffering to the world that their work might lead to 

healing for many. We pray, 

C hear us, coming Lord. 
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P O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness, and peace 

flow freely in and among the families of this 

congregation. Empower parents and grandparents to love 

their children and children to love their parents. Watch 

over all who travel and comfort families who are 

separated by many miles. Guide families to be places 

where Your love is demonstrated to strangers as well as 

to friends. We pray, 

C hear us, coming Lord. 

  

P O Lord of might, help us during this Advent season both 

to look back to those days when our salvation was won 

in Your death and resurrection and to look forward to the 

day of Your return, when by Your power You will bring 

the dead to life and restore all creation. We pray, 

C hear us, coming Lord. 

  

P O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even from the 

grip of death. Comfort those who mourn and use us to 

express the hope that comes from trusting in You. Bring 

us to be with them on that great day to come, and until 

that day give us grace to endure life’s difficulties, while 

also abiding in Your love. We pray, 

C hear us, coming Lord. 
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P You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear 

those prayers that come to You in sighs too deep for 

words. All our prayer we entrust to You in the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Announcements 
 

Please stand 

 

Song:                “Sing to the King” 
                                                                          By Billy Foote 

Vs1. 

Sing to the King who is coming to reign, 

Glory to Jesus the lamb who was slain. 

Life and salvation his empire shall bring, 

And joy to the nations when Jesus is King! 

 

CHORUS: 

Come, let us sing a song, 

A song declaring, we belong to Jesus, 

He is all we need. 

Lift up a heart of praise,  
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Sing now with voices raised to Jesus, 

Sing to the King! 

 

Vs. 2 

For His returning we watch, and we pray, 

We will be ready the dawn of that day. 

We’ll join in singing with all the redeemed, 

Cause Satan is vanquished, and Jesus is King! 

 

CHORUS: 

Come, let us sing a song, 

A song declaring, we belong to Jesus, 

He is all we need. 

Lift up a heart of praise,  

Sing now with voices raised to Jesus, 

Sing to the King! 

 

Vs. 2 

For His returning we watch, and we pray, 

We will be ready the dawn of that day. 

We’ll join in singing with all the redeemed, 

Cause Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King! 

 

CHORUS X’2 

Come, let us sing a song, 

A song declaring, we belong to Jesus, 

He is all we need. 

Lift up a heart of praise,  
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Sing now with voices raised to Jesus, 

Sing to the King! 

 

Sing to the King! 

Sing to the King! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Songs not in public domain are reprinted with permission, CCLI #1601689. 
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 + What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 
 


