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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Guest Pastor .................................................................................  Pastor Stephen Asche 
Elder  ........................................................................................ Tim Hartnett & Jerry Sturz 
Ushers  .......................................................................................................... Harry Kraley 
Reader  ....................................................................................................... Ken Campbell 
Acolyte ..............................................................................................................................  
Altar Circle ................................................................ Linda Downen & Kate Zimmermann 
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Abounding in Thanksgiving November 23, 2022 
 

As We Gather 
The Day of Thanksgiving provides us a special time to 

pause, reflect, and give thanks to God for His countless 

blessings in our lives. From our early years, we have 

likely been told: “Count your blessings!” Can you do 

that today? As you think about the ways the Lord has 

blessed you in both body and soul, can you ever count 

them all? No way! God’s blessings are way too 

numerous! Nevertheless, as we name our blessings and 

number them, we pause at each one to say, “Thank You, 

Lord!” Even when we go through difficult and trying 

times—and perhaps especially when we go through 

difficult and trying times—it is vitally important for us 

to learn from the Word of God and, echoing what is 

recorded in its sacred pages, respond to the Lord in 

gratitude and worship. In today’s Epistle, we will see 

how Paul was taught by times of hardship how he could 

be content. Paul’s awareness of God’s ever-faithful 

provision led him to “abound” in thanksgiving! May we 

do the same today, abounding in thanksgiving to the God 

who “will supply every need of yours according to His 

riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19)! 
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PREPARATION 

 

Call to Worship 
 

Prelude:  “Thanks Be to God” 
 By George F. Handel 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Hymn: 785 We Praise You, O God 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt. 
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution Psalm 124:8; 130:3–4 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

  

P If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

C Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 

heaven and earth. 

  

P Let us then confess our sins to God, our gracious Father. 

  

C Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Creator of all things, we confess that we are indeed 

sinful. We have broken our fellowship with You and 

have turned away from one another in our thinking, 

speaking, and doing. We have done the evil You 

forbid and have not done the good You demand. We 

have not lived lives that are continuing expressions of 

gratitude. We do repent and are truly sorry for all of 

our sins. Have mercy on us because of Jesus, our 

Lord and the source of our salvation.  
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     Grant that, by the working of the Holy Spirit, we live 

faithfully and with full thankfulness until that time 

when we rejoice together in Your eternal presence. 

  

P God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of 

their sins and turn to Him for grace. Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. The Lord keep you 

steadfast in the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater faith and 

obedience, grant you a spirit of ongoing thankfulness, 

and finally bring you to live with Him forever, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

 

WORD 

 

Introit Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30; antiphon: v. 33 

P I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

C I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

  

P O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have 

You made them all; 

C the earth is full of Your creatures. 
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P These all look to You, 

C to give them their food in due season. 

  

P When You give it to them, they gather it up; 

C when You open Your hand, they are filled with good 

things. 

  

P When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created, 

C and You renew the face of the ground. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

  

P I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

C I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning, 

and You graciously provide for all our needs of body 

and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your 

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our 

days; 



7 
 

     through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Please be seated 

 

Hymn: 789 Praise and Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84 
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading:  Deuteronomy 8:1–10 
 1“The whole commandment that I command you today 

you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 

multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD 

swore to give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember 

the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these 

forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, 
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testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you 

would keep his commandments or not.  
3And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you 

with manna, which you did not know, nor did your 

fathers know, that he might make you know that man 

does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every 

word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4Your 

clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not 

swell these forty years. 5Know then in your heart that, as 

a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines 

you. 6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD 

your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 
7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good 

land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, 

flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and 

barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of 

olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat 

bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a 

land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you 

can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you 

shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has 

given you.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



9 
 

Epistle:  Philippians 4:5-7 

 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem:  “Lord, We Come to Thank you!” 
 Arr. by Nancy Price & Don Besig 

 

Please stand 
 

Verse Psalm 136:1 

P Alleluia. Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

C for His steadfast love endures forever. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 17:11–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along 

between Samaria and Galilee.  
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12And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, 

who stood at a distance 13and lifted up their voices, 

saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he 

saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to 

the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 
15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 

turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he 

fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he 

was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten 

cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to 

return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith 

has made you well.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 
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     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 
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     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 

Hymn:    809 “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 
  

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

Refrain 
Text: Public domain 
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Sermon: “A Thanksgiving Life” 
 

Offering:  “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 
 Arr. by Johann Pachelbel 

 

Please rise 

 

Offertory LSB 176 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for all those who come before Jesus with 

songs of gratefulness and praise and for all people on 

earth, that we may abound in thanksgiving, this day and 

always. 

 

For all those who worship You in Spirit and in truth; for 

all members of this congregation and for all the baptized 

souls who belong to the Body of Christ; for our unity in 

Christ Jesus and His Word; for our dedication to His 

mission to bring the Good News to every corner of the 

world; and for all who gather at the Lord’s Table today, 

that hearts may abound in thanksgiving as we receive the 

foretaste of the heavenly feast to come. Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 

  

P For our families and our friends; for our relatives and 

our neighbors, both those who share our Table today and 

those who are miles away; for our houses and our 

homes; for our spouses and our children; for food and 

drink; for laughter and for tears; and for the memories of 

past times and the expectation of blessings yet to be, that 

as we gather to celebrate this Thanksgiving Day we may 

lift our praises to our gracious Creator and Redeemer. 

Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 
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P For our nation, its leaders, public servants, and those 

who wear its uniform to protect its people; for the land, 

the businesses, and the schools in our community, that 

they may be filled with God’s goodness; and for hearts 

and minds, hands and mouths that are ready to receive 

their daily bread with thanksgiving, that we recognize 

every good gift comes from our Father above. Hear our 

prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 

  

P For the sick, the suffering, and the dying; for those who 

are hurting in heart, body, mind, and relationship; for 

those who are hungry and tired, weary and alone, that 

they may know the healing presence of Jesus and return 

to Him, fall at His feet, and worship Him; and for those 

who work to bring needed relief and the Lord’s healing 

touch to all those for whom we pray, [especially . . .]. 

Hear our prayer; 

C we abound in thanksgiving to You, O Lord! 

  

P With hearts ever grateful and lives ever thankful, we 

offer these prayers before You, O Lord, trusting that 

You hear, answer, and bless us; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  

C Amen. 
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Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 
(Communion Confession spoken together) 

  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

biblical teaching that this is not merely a 

representation of Christ, but the real presence of His 

Body and His Blood in the bread and the wine. We 

also recognize that in the Supper we receive 

forgiveness of sins, strength, and unity with fellow 

confessing and communing Christians. 

 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give 

thanks to You, our gracious heavenly Father, for You 

have created and preserved us and have given Your 

only-begotten Son for our salvation. Grant us the gifts of 

Your Spirit in all of our lives.  
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    Grant that we now receive the body and blood of our 

Lord as a guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of 

the feast that is to come in the fellowship of Your eternal 

kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

      In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Communion Distribution 
 

Choir Verse:  “Let Us Give Thanks” 
 Arr by Sally K. Albrecht & Jay Althouse 

 

Please stand 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 

body and His blood on the cross. 

  

      Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 

beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 

the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 
  



20 
 

Benediction Philippians 4:19–20; Numbers 6:24–26 

P And my God will supply every need of yours according 

to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

C To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Hymn: 805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings 
Flow 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    Amen. 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Text: Public domain 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 


