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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Worship Leader  ........................................................................................... Ken Madding 
Elder  ............................................................................................................ Ken Madding 
Ushers ....................................................................................  John Wynn & Harry Kraley 
Reader  ........................................................................................................ Ken Madding 
Acolyte .......................................................................................................... Bella Bustos 
Altar Circle ........................................................................... Linda Hartnett & Barb Kraley 
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 25, 2022 
 

As We Gather 
In the traditional “learning trio” of reading, writing, and 

arithmetic, the first two of the listed disciplines deal with 

words. Spoken and written communication are vital 

throughout life. But learning numbers and how to work 

with them, understand them, and use them well is also 

important. The books of the Bible include many 

numbers, each of which has special significance. The 

fourth book of the Old Testament is called Numbers 

because it contains the results of two censuses of the 

Hebrew people taken after the exodus from Egypt, one 

beginning in the first chapter and the second beginning 

in chapter 26. The Lord God demanded that each of His 

people was accounted for and known. His care for each 

of us continues, as is reflected in His Word through the 

prophet Isaiah, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I 

have called you by name, you are Mine” (Isaiah 43:1b). 

God sees each of us as “number one” in His loving 

view! 

 

Call to Worship Chimes 
 

Prelude:  “Teach Me Thy Paths” 
 By James Southbridge 
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Welcome 
 

Please Stand 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 850 God of Grace and God of 
Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



4 
 

Order of Service Setting 5, page 213 
The order of worship and hymns are listed in this 

bulletin and will also appear on the screen in front. They 

are also printed in the hymnal--just turn to the number 

listed below. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Confession of Sins 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
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by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

Declaration of Grace 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 

die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the 

Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 

work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

 Psalm 146 
1Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

3Put not your trust in princes, 

 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
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4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 

 on that very day his plans perish. 

5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6who made heaven and earth, 

 the sea, and all that is in them, 

who keeps faith forever; 

 7who executes justice for the oppressed, 

 who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the LORD loves the righteous. 
9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

 he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 

 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

10The LORD will reign forever, 

 your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the 

LORD! 

 

 Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
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Kyrie 

 

 
Text: Traditional 

Tune: Russian Orthodox 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: attr. Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 

Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

      O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and 

without Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the 

help of Your grace that we may please You in both will 

and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Please Be Seated 

 

Old Testament Reading: Amos 6:1–7 
1“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, 

 and to those who feel secure on the mountain of 

Samaria, 

the notable men of the first of the nations, 

 to whom the house of Israel comes! 
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2Pass over to Calneh, and see, 

 and from there go to Hamath the great; 

 then go down to Gath of the Philistines. 

Are you better than these kingdoms? 

 Or is their territory greater than your territory, 
3O you who put far away the day of disaster 

 and bring near the seat of violence? 
4“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory 

 and stretch themselves out on their couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock 

 and calves from the midst of the stall, 
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp 

 and like David invent for themselves instruments of 

music, 
6who drink wine in bowls 

 and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 

 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
7Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go 

into exile, 

 and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out 

shall pass away.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual 

He will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 

 

Epistle: 1 Timothy 3:1–13 
 1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the 

office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2Therefore an 

overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but 

gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must 

manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping 

his children submissive, 5for if someone does not know 

how to manage his own household, how will he care for 

God’s church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he 

may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the 

condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be well 

thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into 

disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 

 8Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-

tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for 

dishonest gain. 9They must hold the mystery of the faith 

with a clear conscience. 10And let them also be tested 

first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove 

themselves blameless. 11Their wives likewise must be 
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dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in 

all things. 12Let deacons each be the husband of one 

wife, managing their children and their own households 

well. 13For those who serve well as deacons gain a good 

standing for themselves and also great confidence in the 

faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

 

Creed: 953 We All Believe in One True God 

 

 

 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Holy Gospel: Luke 16:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 19[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed 

in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. 20And at his gate was laid a poor man named 

Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who desired to be fed 

with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even 

the dogs came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died 

and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The 

rich man also died and was buried, 23and in Hades, being 

in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off 

and Lazarus at his side. 24And he called out, ‘Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip 

the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I 

am in anguish in this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, 

‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your 

good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but 

now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26And 

besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 

been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here 

to you may not be able, and none may cross from there 

to us.’ 27And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send 

him to my father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—

so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this 



13 
 

place of torment.’ 29But Abraham said, ‘They have 

Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30And he 

said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them 

from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If 

they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will 

they be convinced if someone should rise from the 

dead.’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Please Be Seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 688 “Come, Follow Me,” the 
Savior Spake 

 

 



14 
 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon: “No Sensationalism Needed!” 
 

Offering:  “O Savior, Precious Savior” 
 Arr. by Nancy Raabe 

 

Please Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Dear heavenly Father, strengthen us to fight the good 

fight of faith. Give us boldness and confidence to speak 

Your Word of mercy and justice in a world that does not 

care to listen. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord, raise up faithful pastors, missionaries, teachers, 

and other church leaders. Stir up the hearts of Your 

faithful people to serve You with gladness and humility. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, walk with all those who are grieving the death of 

loved ones, [especially . . .]. Comfort them with the hope 

of the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, give strength and patience to those who are 

struggling financially. Raise up people and institutions 

that will assist them in their struggles. Help us all to look 

with mercy upon those who need help. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, we pray for the government of our nation, our 

state, and our city. Raise up faithful leaders who will 

defend the weak and fight for justice and peace. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and 

recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them and 

heal them according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, we commend all of these things to Your infinite 

mercies, which are new every morning. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. Amen. 

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please Be Seated 

 

Announcements 
 

Please Stand 

 

Hymn to Depart: 861 Christ Be My Leader 
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future His care, 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
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2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 

Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 
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