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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Guest Pastor  .......................................................................................... Pastor Joe Robb 
Elder  ...................................................................................... Bryant Arnold & Don Votaw 
Ushers  ............................................................................... Richard Kuhn & Frank Cressy 
Reader  .......................................................................................................... Barb Kraley 
Acolyte .........................................................................................................  Bella Bustos 
Altar Circle ............................................................................ Kristy Sturz & Kathy Vergon 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost         August 14, 2022 

 

As We Gather 
Have you ever heard the phrase “Can’t see the forest for 

the trees”? It means to be so caught up with the smaller 

focuses (the trees) that a grander picture (the forest) is 

not noticed. After Jesus miraculously fed the multitudes 

of people, they struggled to see the forest for the trees. 

Many marveled, and rightfully so, at their earthly needs 

met through Christ’s power. Yet, Jesus came for more 

than providing meals and filling stomachs. He came to 

provide the greater things of forgiveness and eternal life. 

Through His teaching, people then and we now learn 

more of those greater things for which He came, that all 

in time could be able to see the forest from the trees, 

namely, forgiveness from the tree—the cross to which 

He would go. 

 

Call to Worship 
 

Prelude: “The Lord is My Light” 
By Frances Allitsen 

 

Welcome 
 

For all those who are able, please stand 
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Hymn of Invocation: 905 Come, Thou Almighty King 
1 Come, Thou almighty King, 

Help us Thy name to sing; 

    Help us to praise; 

Father all-glorious, 

O’er all victorious, 

Come and reign over us, 

    Ancient of Days. 

 

2 Come, Thou incarnate Word, 

Gird on Thy mighty sword; 

    Our prayer attend. 

Come and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success, 

And let Thy righteousness 

    On us descend. 

 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 

Thy sacred witness bear 

    In this glad hour! 

Thou, who almighty art, 

Now rule in ev’ry heart, 

And ne’er from us depart, 

    Spirit of pow’r. 
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D 4 To Thee, great One in Three, 

Eternal praises be 

    Hence evermore! 

Thy sov’reign majesty 

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity 

    Love and adore. 
Text: English, before 1760, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 213 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 
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Confession of Sins LSB 213 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 

a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 213 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Psalm 119:81–88 
81My soul longs for your salvation; 

 I hope in your word. 
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82My eyes long for your promise; 

 I ask, “When will you comfort me?” 
83For I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, 

 yet I have not forgotten your statutes. 
 

84How long must your servant endure? 

 When will you judge those who persecute me? 
85The insolent have dug pitfalls for me; 

 they do not live according to your law. 
86All your commandments are sure; 

 they persecute me with falsehood; help me! 
 

87They have almost made an end of me on earth, 

 but I have not forsaken your precepts. 
88In your steadfast love give me life, 

 that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth. 

 

Kyrie: 942 Kyrie! God, Father 
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Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 

Text and tune: Latin, 9th cent. 

Tune: adapt. Kirchen ampt Deutsch, 1525, Erfurt 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Gloria in Excelsis: 948 All Glory Be to God Alone 
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Text: attr. Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
Tune: Gesangbuch . . . Psalmen, Geistliche Lieder, 1541, Strassburg, alt. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

Tune: Public domain 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

      Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the 

sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, 

give us grace to receive with thanksgiving the fruits of 

His redeeming work and daily follow in His way; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:16–29 
 16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the 

words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you 

with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, 

not from the mouth of the LORD.  
17They say continually to those who despise the word of 

the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone 

who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No 

disaster shall come upon you.’” 
18For who among them has stood in the council of the 

LORD 

 to see and to hear his word, 

 or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 

 Wrath has gone forth, 

a whirling tempest; 

 it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 

 until he has executed and accomplished 

 the intents of his heart. 

In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 
21“I did not send the prophets, 

 yet they ran; 

I did not speak to them, 

 yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 

 then they would have proclaimed my words to my 
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people, 

and they would have turned them from their evil way, 

 and from the evil of their deeds. 

 23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a 

God afar off?  
24Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot 

see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and 

earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard what the 

prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 

saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long 

shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who 

prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own 

heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by 

their dreams that they tell one another, even as their 

fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who 

has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word 

speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common 

with wheat? declares the LORD. 29Is not my word like 

fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks 

the rock in pieces?” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 
  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge 

of God! 
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      How unsearchable are His judgments and how 

inscrutable His ways! 

  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all 

things. 

      To Him be glory forever. Amen. 

Epistle: Hebrews 11:17—12:3 
 17By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 

Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the 

act of offering up his only son, 18of whom it was said, 

“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19He 

considered that God was able even to raise him from the 

dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 

him back. 20By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on 

Jacob and Esau. 21By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 

each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the 

head of his staff. 22By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, 

made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 

directions concerning his bones. 

 23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for 

three months by his parents, because they saw that the 

child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the 

king’s edict.  
24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be 

called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather 

to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the 

fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He considered the reproach of 

Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he 

was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not 
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being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as 

seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the 

Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer 

of the firstborn might not touch them. 

 29By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry 

land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the 

same, were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By 

faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who 

were disobedient, because she had given a friendly 

welcome to the spies. 

 32And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to 

tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 

Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 

promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34quenched the 

power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made 

strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put 

foreign armies to flight. 35Women received back their 

dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to 

accept release, so that they might rise again to a better 

life.  
36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains 

and imprisonment. 37They were stoned, they were sawn 

in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about 

in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, 

mistreated— 38of whom the world was not worthy—
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wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens 

and caves of the earth. 

 39And all these, though commended through their faith, 

did not receive what was promised, 40since God had 

provided something better for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect. 

 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 

which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

 3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility 

against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 

fainthearted. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 
Holy Gospel: Luke 12:49–56 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 49[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and 

would that it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism to 

be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is 

accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come to give 

peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 

 52For from now on in one house there will be five 

divided, three against two and two against three. 53They 

will be divided, father against son and son against father, 

mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-

in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud 

rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is 

coming.’ And so it happens. 55And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching 

heat,’ and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how 

to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do 

you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
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     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 583 God Has Spoken by His 
Prophets 

1 God has spoken by His prophets, 

    Spoken His unchanging Word; 

Each from age to age proclaiming 

    God, the one, the righteous Lord. 

In the world’s despair and turmoil, 

    One firm anchor holds us fast: 

God is king, His throne eternal; 

    God the first, and God the last. 

 

2 God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 

    Christ, the everlasting Son, 

Brightness of the Father’s glory, 

    With the Father ever one; 

Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 
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    God of God, before time was; 

Light of Light, to earth descending, 

    He reveals our God to us. 

 

3 God is speaking by His Spirit, 

    Speaking to our hearts again, 

In the ageless Word declaring 

    His own message, now as then. 

Through the rise and fall of nations 

    One sure faith yet standing fast; 

God abides, His Word unchanging; 

    God the first, and God the last. 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt. 
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110000286 

 

Sermon: 
 

Offering:  “He Is So precious to Me” 
 By Charles H. Gabriel 

 

Please stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to 

God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us 

and freely promised to hear us. 
  
      God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your 

needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your 
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holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through 

the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent 

love shown forth in our lives.  

      Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living 

whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and 

profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all 

transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in 

the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by 

faith that the number of Christians may be increased. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
   

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, 

both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and 

evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and 

sacrificed to Your good and gracious will.   

     Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all 

who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will 

be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and 

selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all 

our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin 

against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may 

rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin 

may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your 

Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its 

ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of 

both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and 

answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



20 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 

(Communion Confession spoken together) 

 

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 
Biblical teaching that this is not merely a 
representation of Christ, but the real presence of 
His Body, and His Blood in the bread and the wine. 
We also recognize that in the Supper we receive 
forgiveness of sins, strength and unity with fellow 
confessing and communing Christians. 

 
Preface LSB 216 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 

God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
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     Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give 

heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 

above all, firmly take to heart the words with which 

Christ gives to us His body and blood for our 

forgiveness.  

     By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for 

the boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that 

we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and 

blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  

      To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



22 
 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord LSB 217 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

        In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

Sanctus: 960 Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old 
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Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

  

 

 

 

 
  

Please be seated 
 

Communion Distribution 
 

The Dismissal LSB 217 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please stand 
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Post-Communion Hymn: 617 O Lord, We Praise 
Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

Tune: Public domain 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

      We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 218 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Announcements 
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Please stand 

 

Hymn to Depart: 660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 

    It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

    His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 

    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

    In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

    Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

    And strength to strength oppose. 
 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

    Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 
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   Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

    Be never wanting there. 
 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

    The next the victor’s song. 

The soldiers, overcoming, 

    Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

    Shall reign eternally. 
Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 
 


