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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder ........................................................................................  Tim Hartnett & Don Votaw 
Ushers  .....................................................................................John Wynn & Tim Hartnett 
Reader  ................................................................................................... Angela Madding 
Acolyte  ....................................................................................................... Tyler Giannini 
Altar Circle ...........................................................................  Kristy Sturz & Kathy Vergon 
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Second Sunday in Advent December 5, 2021 
 
As We Gather 

Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social 

gatherings, decorate, make plans to gather with family, 

and some will brace for the pain of grief that can be so 

difficult this time of year. In the middle of all our 

preparing, today the voice of John the Baptist rings out, 

“Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the 

preparing we are doing is preparing for the Lord. John 

calls us to “bear fruits in keeping with repentance.” In 

worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to 

God, seeking His mercy, receiving His forgiveness, 

partaking of His grace. This leads to bearing the fruit of 

the Spirit. John highlights the fruit of generosity and 

contentment. What fruit is God calling you to bear as 

you prepare for Christmas? 

 

Call to Worship chimes 
 

Prelude:                      “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
                                         Arr. by G. Winston Casslet 

 

Welcome 
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Hymn of Invocation: 346 When All the World Was 
Cursed 

1 When all the world was cursed 

    By Moses’ condemnation, 

Saint John the Baptist came 

    With words of consolation. 

With true forerunner’s zeal 

    The greater One he named, 

And Him, as yet unknown, 

    As Savior he proclaimed. 

 

2 Before he yet was born, 

    He leaped in joyful meeting, 

Confessing Him as Lord 

    Whose mother he was greeting. 

By Jordan’s rolling stream, 

    A new Elijah bold, 

He testified of Him 

    Of whom the prophets told: 

 

3 Behold the Lamb of God 

    That bears the world’s transgression, 

Whose sacrifice removes 

    The devil’s dread oppression. 

Behold the Lamb of God, 

    Who takes away our sin, 

Who for our peace and joy 

    Will full atonement win. 
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4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 

    That we receive, rejoicing, 

The word proclaimed by John, 

    Our true repentance voicing, 

That gladly we may walk 

    Upon our Savior’s way 

Until we live with Him 

    In His eternal day. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

 

Order of Service: Setting Five Hymnal, p. 213 
The order of worship and hymns are listed in this 

bulletin and will also appear on the screen in front. They 

are also printed in the hymnal--just turn to the number 

listed below. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Confession of Sins John 20:19–23 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 

a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 

grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 

Psalm 66:1–12 
1Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

 2sing the glory of his name; 

 give to him glorious praise! 
3Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

 So great is your power that your enemies come 

cringing to you. 
4All the earth worships you 

 and sings praises to you; 

 they sing praises to your name.” 

5Come and see what God has done: 

 he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man. 
6He turned the sea into dry land; 

 they passed through the river on foot. 

There did we rejoice in him, 

 7who rules by his might forever, 

whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 

 let not the rebellious exalt themselves. 
8Bless our God, O peoples; 

 let the sound of his praise be heard, 
9who has kept our soul among the living 

 and has not let our feet slip. 
10For you, O God, have tested us; 

 you have tried us as silver is tried. 
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11You brought us into the net; 

 you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 
12you let men ride over our heads; 

 we went through fire and through water; 

yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P Let us pray. O Lord, let the lighting of these candles 

signify that You are the light that shines in all the 

darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, 

guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 Two Advent candles are lit as the hymn is sung 

 

Hymn: 396 Arise and Shine in Splendor 
1 Arise and shine in splendor; 

Let night to day surrender. 

    Your light is drawing near. 

Above, the day is beaming, 

In matchless beauty gleaming; 

    The glory of the Lord is here. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
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Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready 

the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming 

we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1–7 
 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the 

way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, 

says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of 

his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he 

is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit 

as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 

sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and 

they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.  
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4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a 

swift witness against the sorcerers, against the 

adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 

who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow 

and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the 

sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O 

children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of 

your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and 

have not kept them.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Verse:                          “O Come, Emmanuel” 
                                        By Nancy Price & Don Besig 

 

Epistle: Philippians 1:2–11 
 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 
4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my 

prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day until now.  
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6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 

you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because 

I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me 

of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 

and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 

how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more 

and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that 

you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 

blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 

glory and praise of God. 

  

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

 

Creed: 953 We All Believe in One True God 
1 We all believe in one true God, 

    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Ever-present help in need, 

    Praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made His love enfolds, 

All creation He upholds. 
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2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

    Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from His throne 

    And for us salvation won; 

By whose cross and death are we 

Rescued from all misery. 

 

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 

    Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and comforts us 

    In all trials, fears, and needs. 

Blessèd, holy Trinity, 

Praise forever be to Thee! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 

Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being 

tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 

of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness.  
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3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of 

Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 

 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall become straight, 

 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be 

baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in 

keeping with repentance. 

 And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even 

now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.” 

 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 
11And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 

share with him who has none, and whoever has food is 

to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be 

baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 
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13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 

authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, 

what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort 

money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, 

and be content with your wages.” 

 15As the people were in expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 

might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I 

baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is 

coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to 

untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 18So with many other exhortations he preached good 

news to the people.  
19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him 

for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil 

things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that 

he locked up John in prison. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: 354 Arise, O Christian People 
1 Arise, O Christian people! 

    Prepare yourselves today; 

Prepare to greet the Savior, 

    Who takes your sins away. 

To us by grace alone 

    The truth and light were given; 

    The promised Lord from heaven 

To all the world is shown. 
 

2 Prepare the way before Him; 

    Prepare for Him the best. 

Cast out what would offend Him, 

    This great, this heav’nly guest. 

Make straight, make plain the way: 

    The lowly valleys raising, 

    The heights of pride abasing, 

His path all even lay. 

 

3 The humble heart and lowly 

    God raises up on high; 

Beneath His feet in terror 

    The haughty soul shall lie. 

The heart sincere and right, 

    That heeds God’s invitation 

    And makes true preparation— 

It is the Lord’s delight. 
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4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

    Turn not from me aside, 

And help me to receive You 

    This blessèd Adventtide. 

From stall and manger low 

    Come now to dwell within me; 

    I’ll sing Your praises gladly 

And forth Your glory show. 
Text: Public domain 
 

 
Sermon: "Not the Way It's Supposed to Be" Luke 3 

 

Offering:                                     “Prepare the Way” 
                                        Arr. by Anne Krentz Organ 

 

Please Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

 

O Lord, our God, You declared Israel to be Your people 

and brought them out of Egypt. You desired their 

salvation even when they would not listen to Your voice. 

Since You have called and gathered us also to be Your 

people, open our hearts to listen and gladly submit to 

Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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 P Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to prepare the 

way of the Lord, as prophesied by Isaiah who foretold 

the Christ. Remember those pastors whom You have 

called to proclaim Your Word today. Give them wisdom 

and courage as they admonish and absolve Your people 

by Your Word, that Your saints might be prepared for 

Christ’s coming again in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You gather Your people together in 

Christ and make them partakers of Your grace. 

Strengthen the faith of those You have gathered into this 

congregation, that their love may abound more and more 

with all knowledge and discernment. Lead us to approve 

what is excellent and be pure and blameless for the day 

of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gracious Lord, as You call and gather us into Your 

family, so bless the households of this congregation. 

Bless husbands and wives, fathers and mothers and 

grandparents as they go about their work of 

strengthening marriage and raising children. Let their 

love abound more and more, with knowledge and 

discernment, and fill their homes with the righteousness 

that comes through Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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 P Lord of hosts, St. John the Baptist counseled penitent 

soldiers to go about their military duties according to 

Your Word. Remember those who serve in the armed 

forces... Protect them from harm, give them wisdom and 

courage, and grant that they fulfill their duties 

honorably. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty God, Your forerunner prepared the way for the 

One who is mightier than all: Your Son, Jesus. For 

Christ’s sake, we entrust to You those in need of healing, 

comfort and rescue…. Have mercy upon them, deliver 

them according to Your will and strengthen them in 

faith, that they might be assured of Your faithfulness. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, by the word of Your servant You prepared all 

flesh to see the salvation of God. Prepare also the hearts 

of all who come to Your altar today to receive worthily 

Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of their sins. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 
(Communion Confession spoken together) 

  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

biblical teaching that this is not merely a 

representation of Christ, but the real presence of His 

Body and His Blood in the bread and the wine. We 

also recognize that in the Supper we receive 

forgiveness of sins, strength, and unity with fellow 

confessing and communing Christians. 

 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 

God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us 

Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to 

the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to 

us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your 

grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that 

we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and 

blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  

    To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Introduction to The Words of Our Lord 

P In the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, at His 

command, and with His own words, we receive His 

testament: 

 

The Words of Our Lord  
 Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 

Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 



21 
 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

      In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

 

Sanctus ~ “Holy, Holy, Holy” Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

 Hymnal, p. 195 
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Pax Domini ~ “The Peace of the Lord”  John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei ~ “Lamb of God” John 1:29 Hymnal, p. 198 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Please be seated 

 

Communion Distribution 
 

Choral Anthem:        “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
                                                         By John Helgen 
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Please Stand 

 
Post-Communion Hymn: 617 O Lord, We Praise 
Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen 

us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Announcements 
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Hymn to Depart: 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is 
Sounding 

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

    All you children of the day!” 
 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

    Shines upon the morning skies. 
 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

    And with words of love draw near. 

 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

    While eternal ages run! 
Text: Public domain 
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 + What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 
 


