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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, David Ortiz 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder ............................................................................................................. Ken Madding 
Ushers  ............................................................................. Michael Griggs & Frank Cressy 
Reader  ........................................................................................................ Ken Madding 
Acolyte .........................................................................................................  Bella Bustos 
Altar Circle ............................................................................ Kristy Sturz & Kathy Vergon 
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Advent Midweek Vespers: The Word Became Flesh 
 

As We Gather 
John 1:1-18 introduces one of the Bible's greatest and 

grandest books--the Gospel according to Saint John. 

These eighteen verses contain some of the most 

important words ever written. They explode with light 

and brilliance, truth and grace. And John 1:1-18 is 

chalked-full of dearly-loved Advent and Christmas 

themes, with the most famous being, "The Word became 

flesh" (John 1:14). That's the focus of this series: 

  

Advent Midweek (12/1): You Have My Word (John 

1:1–5)  

Advent Midweek (12/8):  A Man Named John (John 

1:1–5)   

Advent Midweek (12/15): Chosen Children (John 1:1–5)   

Christmas Eve: The Word Dwelt Among Us (John 1:1–5)   

Christmas Day: We Have Seen His Glory! (John 1:1–5)  

  

Historically, the Fourth Gospel is likened by artists to an 

eagle--an image suggesting that John soars to awesome 

heights of glory and grandeur. As we deg deep into John 

1:1-18, get ready to fly! 

  

 

Welcome 
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Hymn Sing 
  

 

Hymn: 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

    Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

    Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

    Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

    Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; 

    Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

    Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

    Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

    Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Psalm 24 

P The earth is the LORD’S and the fullness thereof, the 

world and those who dwell therein, 

C for He has founded it upon the seas and established it 

upon the rivers. 

  

P Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

C And who shall stand in His holy place? 

  

P He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not 

lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear 

deceitfully. 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 

C And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of 

glory may come in. 

  

P Who is this King of glory? 

C The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in 

battle! Lift up your heads, O gates! 

  

P And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 

may come in. Who is this King of glory? 

C The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory! 
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Prayer 

P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear 

our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by 

Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Readings 

 

Reading Genesis 1:1–5 

L A reading from Genesis, chapter 1. 

  

 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 

light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Reading Hebrews 1:1–6 

L A reading from Hebrews, chapter 1. 

  

 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 

spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 

world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 

exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe 

by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”? 

Or again, 

“I will be to him a father, 

 and he shall be to me a son”? 
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, 

he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Reading John 1:1–5 

L A reading from John, chapter 1. 

  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were 

made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was 

the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness has not overcome it. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Creedal Response 

P The season of Advent is a time of expectant waiting and 

preparation for both the nativity of Christ at Christmas 

and the return of Christ at His second coming. It is a 

time of reflection on redemption. Luther’s Small 

Catechism reminds us of Jesus’ incarnation into this 

world, the totality of Christ’s complete work, and the 

redemption He achieved for us. We confess together: 

C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
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into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

  

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the 

Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a 

lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the 

devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting 

righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He 

is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

Hymn: 523 O Word of God Incarnate 
1 O Word of God incarnate, 

    O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

    O Light of our dark sky: 

We praise You for the radiance 

    That from the hallowed page, 

A lantern to our footsteps, 

    Shines on from age to age. 
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2 The Church from You, dear Master, 

    Received the gift divine; 

And still that light is lifted 

    O’er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

    That, all life’s voyage through, 

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands 

    Still guides, O Christ, to You. 

 

3 O make Your Church, dear Savior, 

    A lamp of burnished gold 

To bear before the nations 

    Your true light as of old! 

O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims 

    By this their path to trace 

Till, clouds and darkness ended, 

    They see You face to face! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon: "You Have My Word!" John 1:1-5 

 

Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 

of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 

Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 

all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 
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Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,  

    may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction John 20:31 

P John writes his gospel so that we may believe 

C That Jesus is the Christ-- 

  

P The Son of God, 

C And that by believing we may have life in His name. 

 

P Go forth in His name--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit--for 

in His name you have life. 

C Abundant life. 

  

P Joyful life. 

C Eternal life. Amen! 
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Hymn: 349 Hark the Glad Sound 
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 
 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 
 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To enrich the humble poor. 
 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 
Text: Public domain 
 
 

Our Offerings               gathered at the door as we depart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 
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 + What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 

 


