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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, Ken Burdick 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder .............................................................................................................  Harry Kraley 
Ushers  ................................................................................... Bryant Arnold & Jerry Sturz 
Reader  ........................................................................................................ Ken Madding 
Acolyte  ....................................................................................................... Tyler Giannini 
Altar Circle ............................................................................  Patty King & Linda Downen 
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 26, 2021 
 

As We Gather 
In biblical times, salt was treasured almost as much as 

gold. Among its many uses was preserving food and 

other perishables. In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us salt, 

by which He reveals how much God values us. 

Sometimes people outside the Church also see our worth 

and offer their support. It is nothing new! Moses valued 

two men who received the Spirit even though they were 

missing from gathering with the seventy elders. Jesus 

valued a man healing in His name, though he was not 

one of the Twelve. We are worth our salt, our 

relationship to Christ, so much that a person receiving us 

receives Christ. And within the Church, our saltiness 

supports, prays for, cheers up, confesses, and forgives 

our fellow members. We are worth so much that God 

does not want anything to cause us to stumble. “Have 

salt in yourselves,” He says, “and be at peace with one 

another.” 

 

Pre-Service Songs “Here's My Heart, Lord” 

                                                                            by I Am They 

                                                                  “10,000 Reasons” 
 by Matt Redman 
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Welcome 
  

 

Song:                “Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above” 
                                                                   Arr. by Leigh Nash 

 

Praise the Lord who reigns above and keeps His court below. 

Praise the holy God of love and all His greatness show. 

Praise Him for His noble deeds; praise Him for His 

matchless power, 

Him from whom all good proceeds, 

Let Earth and Heaven adore, 

Let Earth and Heaven adore. 

 

Praise the name of Christ, celebrate and lift him up high. 

Praise the Lord of life. 

We'll sing the story of honor and glory and praise the name 

of Christ. 

 

God in whom they move and live, let every creature sing. 

Glory to their maker give and homage to their king. 

Hallowed be Thy name beneath, as in heaven on earth 

adored. 

Praise the Lord in every breath, 

Let all things praise the Lord, let all things praise the Lord. 
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Praise the name of Christ, celebrate and lift him up high. 

Praise the Lord of life. 

We'll sing the story of honor and glory and praise the name 

of Christ. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah… 

We'll sing the story of honor and glory, and praise the name 

 

Praise the Lord of life. 

Celebrate and lift Him up high. 

Praise the Lord of life. 

We'll sing the story of honor and glory                                                                                                        

and praise the name (X2). 

Praise the Lord of life. 

We'll sing the story of honor and glory, and praise the name 

Praise the wonderful name, praise the glorious name, Of 

Christ. 

 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Confession of Sins 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 

Psalm 104:27–35 
27These all look to you, 

 to give them their food in due season. 
28When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

 when you open your hand, they are filled with good 

things. 
29When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

 when you take away their breath, they die and 

return to their dust. 
30When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, 

 and you renew the face of the ground. 
31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

 may the LORD rejoice in his works, 
32who looks on the earth and it trembles, 

 who touches the mountains and they smoke! 
33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
34May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

 for I rejoice in the LORD. 
35Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the 

wicked be no more! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD! 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie ~ “Lord, Have Mercy” Mark 10:47 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For peace from God and peace among our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For peace among all who seek to serve Christ and 

support His Church, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For this holy house and for all who gather here to be 

strengthened in faith and encouraged in service, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, 

mercifully direct and govern us by Your Holy Spirit 

that we may complete the works You have prepared 

for us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Song:                                               “Salt and Light”
 sung by the Fourth Sunday Band 

 

Old Testament Reading: Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 
24–29 

 4Now the rabble that was among [the children of Israel] 

had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept 

again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5We 

remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the 

cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the 

garlic. 6But now our strength is dried up, and there is 

nothing at all but this manna to look at. . . .” 
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 10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their 

clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And the anger of 

the LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. 
11Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you dealt ill with 

your servant? And why have I not found favor in your 

sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 
12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give them birth, 

that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, 

as a nurse carries a nursing child,’ to the land that you 

swore to give their fathers? 13Where am I to get meat to 

give to all this people? For they weep before me and say, 

‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14I am not able to carry 

all this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me. 15If 

you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor 

in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness.” 

 16Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me 

seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to 

be the elders of the people and officers over them, and 

bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their 

stand there with you. . . .” 

 24So Moses went out and told the people the words of 

the LORD. And he gathered seventy men of the elders of 

the people and placed them around the tent. 25Then the 

LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and 

took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the 

seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, 

they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 
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 26Now two men remained in the camp, one named 

Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested 

on them. They were among those registered, but they 

had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in 

the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, 

“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And 

Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his 

youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29But Moses 

said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that 

all the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD 

would put his Spirit on them!” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

He will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 

 

Epistle: James 5:1–20 
 1Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries 

that are coming upon you. 2Your riches have rotted and 

your garments are moth-eaten. 3Your gold and silver 

have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence 

against you and will eat your flesh like fire.  
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You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4Behold, the 

wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which 

you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and 

the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 

Lord of hosts. 5You have lived on the earth in luxury and 

in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a 

day of slaughter. 6You have condemned; you have 

murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you. 

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the 

Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 

the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early 

and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not 

grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 

not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 
10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take 

the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
11Behold, we consider those blessed who remained 

steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 

and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord 

is compassionate and merciful. 

 12But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by 

heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your 

“yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not 

fall under condemnation. 
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13Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is 

anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14Is anyone among 

you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and 

let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 

name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the 

one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if 

he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore, 

confess your sins to one another and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person has great power as it is working. 
17Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 

fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and 

six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed 

again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 

 19My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the 

truth and someone brings him back, 20let him know that 

whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will 

save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 

sins. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 
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Holy Gospel: Mark 9:38–50 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 38John said to [Jesus], “Teacher, we saw someone 

casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop 

him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, 

“Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in 

my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 

me. 40For the one who is not against us is for us. 41For 

truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you belong to Christ will by no means 

lose his reward. 

 42“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe 

in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great 

millstone were hung around his neck and he were 

thrown into the sea. 43And if your hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 

than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 

fire. 45And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be 

thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to sin, tear 

it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 

with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 
48‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not 

quenched.’ 49For everyone will be salted with fire.  
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50Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how 

will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, 

and be at peace with one another.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

 

Song:                                               “Friend of God” 
                                                                 By Michael Gungor 

 

 (Praise Band only)                                                            

Who am I that You are mindful of me?  

That You hear me when I call  

Is it true that You are thinking of me? 

How You love me 

It’s amazing 

 

Chorus 1 

I am a friend of God, I am a friend of God 

I am a friend of God He calls me friend 

(Repeat) 

 

 (Congregation join in to end) 

Who am I that You are mindful of me?  

That You hear me when I call  

Is it true that You are thinking of me? 

How You love me 

It’s amazing 

 

Chorus 1 

I am a friend of God, I am a friend of God 

I am a friend of God He calls me friend 

(Repeat) 
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Bridge: 

God almighty, Lord of glory 

You have called me friend 

(Repeat 2x's) 

 

Chorus 2 

I am a friend of God, I am a friend of God 

I am a friend of God You call me friend 

(Repeat 2xs to end) 

 

Sermon: “Be Salt” Mark 9 
 

Offering:                                     “Your Love Is Life”
 sung by Fourth Sunday Band 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

      Heavenly Father, keep us from craving and weeping after 

what we no longer possess, but instead give us 

contentment in the daily bread You so graciously rain 

down upon us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Cause Your Holy Spirit to rest upon us and our pastors, 

that they may prophesy Your Word publicly and 

faithfully among us and we, in turn, may prophesy Your 

Word in our homes and world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, bless our elders and church leaders with the 

necessary gifts of Your Spirit, that they may faithfully 

serve the congregation and uphold the ministry of the 

Word amongst us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Send forth Your Spirit, Father, over all care for the gift 

of children, that they may be fruitful and bring them up 

in Your fear and knowledge. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, uphold all who serve in the military and law 

enforcement, all first responders, and those who bear the 

sword in our land, that sin and wickedness may be kept 

at bay and we may live peaceable lives in security. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord Jesus, in Your earthly ministry who healed many 

with frail and diseased bodies. Grant healing today to 

those who are suffering or sick ... Lord, You have 

suffered all things. You know and understand their pain. 

We pray, ease their suffering, quiet their fears, and direct 

their eyes to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, Maker of all things, we praise and thank You 

for the manner in which mysteries of the universe have 

been revealed to us. We are grateful for the legacy of 

science and all the benefits that it offers us. We count the 

accumulation of scientific knowledge as a sign of Your 

goodness and fatherly care for us. We pray, therefore: 

give us wisdom to use our scientific knowledge for the 

welfare of all and for beneficial goals and not destructive 

ones; Direct what we know into useful and life-saving 

channels; preserve us from the worship of science and 

the temptation of idolatry. In Christ, who has set us free, 

bless us to be salt and light as we serve You and explore 

and enjoy Your creation to Your glory. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P All these things and whatever else You know that we 

need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 

rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

       The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Song:         “Grace that Is Greater than All Our Sins” 
                                                                     By Bret Millard 

 

 

Vs. 1 

Marvelous grace of our loving God 

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt 

Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured 

There where the blood of the lamb was spilt 

 

Chorus: 

Grace, grace, God’s grace 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 

Grace, grace, God’s grace 

Grace that is greater than all our sin 
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Vs. 2 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace 

Freely bestowed on all who believe 

You who are longing to see His face 

Will you this moment His grace receive? 

 

Chorus: 

Grace, grace, God’s grace 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 

Grace, grace, God’s grace 

Grace that is greater than all our sin 

 

(Instrumental) 

 

Chorus: 

Grace, grace, God’s grace 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 

Grace, grace, God’s grace 

Grace that is greater than all our sin 

Grace that is greater than all our sin 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 

 


