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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, Ken Burdick 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder  ..................................................................................... Jerry Sturz & Ken Campbell 
Ushers  ...................................................................................................... Michael Griggs 
Reader  ...................................................................................................... Marilyn Wilson 
Acolyte  ......................................................................................................... Macy Arnold 
Altar Circle .................................................................. Cherryl Biggar & Sharon Jacobson 
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The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

May 16, 2021 
 

As We Gather 
A classic hymn begins “In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead 

for me.” The words remind us that we can come to Jesus 

asking for prayer because indeed our Lord is always 

praying for us. John encourages us by telling us that “we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous” (1 John 2:1). We can be confident that our 

prayers by which we bring our concerns to our Lord 

become part of His praying. We can come to Him with 

assurance that He prays for our protection and our unity 

at all times. 

 

Call to Worship chimes 
 

 
Prelude:                             “It Is Well With My Soul” 
                                           Arr. By Robert J. Hughes 

  

 

Welcome 
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Hymn of Invocation: 651 “I Love Your Kingdom, 
Lord” 

1 I love Your kingdom, Lord, 

    The place of Your abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 

    With His own precious blood. 

 

2 Beyond my highest joy 

    I prize its heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 

    Its hymns of love and praise. 

 

3 I love Your Church, O God, 

    Your saints in ev’ry land, 

Dear as the apple of Your eye 

    And graven on Your hand. 

 

4 For them my tears shall fall; 

    For them my prayers ascend; 

For them my cares and toils be giv’n 

    Till toils and cares shall end. 

 

5 Sure as Your truth shall last, 

    To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield 

    And brighter bliss of heav’n. 
Text: Public domain 
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Invocation LSB 151 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

Confession of Sins  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Psalm 1 
1Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 

wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

 nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3He is like a tree planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 

wither. 

    In all that he does, he prospers. 
4The wicked are not so, 

 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
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6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now,  

 and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 
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Hymn of Praise: “This Is the Feast” Revelation 5:12-

13; 19:5-9 
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Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in 

triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without 

consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You 

promised from the Father; for You live and reign with 

Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Please be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 1:12–26 
 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the 

mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath 

day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they 

went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 

Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of 

James. 
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 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 

prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and his brothers. 

 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the 

company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 
16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 

Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 

arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and 

was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man 

bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and 

falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his 

bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in 

their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all 

the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 

he was taken up from us—one of these men must 

become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And 

they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was 

also called Justus, and Matthias. 
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 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the 

hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 

chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 

apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 

own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 

on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 

apostles. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 God the Father has crowned him with glory and 

honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

 

Epistle: 1 John 5:9–15 
 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of 

God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he 

has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the 

Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does 

not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not 

believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning 

his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  
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12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 

the Son of God does not have life. 

 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal 

life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward 

him, that if we ask anything according to his will he 

hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever 

we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have 

asked of him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 17:11–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

seventeenth chapter. 

  



13 

 

 
  

 [Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, 

which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 

we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your 

name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, 

and not one of them has been lost except the son of 

destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But 

now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the 

world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in 

themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the 

world has hated them because they are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take 

them out of the world, but that you keep them from the 

evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of 

the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 

truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 

them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate 

myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 
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     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 779 Come, My Soul, with Every 
Care 

1 Come, my soul, with ev’ry care, 

Jesus loves to answer prayer; 

He Himself has bid thee pray, 

Therefore will not turn away. 

 

2 Thou art coming to a King, 

Large petitions with thee bring; 

For His grace and pow’r are such 

None can ever ask too much. 
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3 With my burden I begin: 

Lord, remove this load of sin; 

Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt, 

Set my conscience free from guilt. 

 

4 Lord, Thy rest to me impart, 

Take possession of my heart; 

There Thy blood-bought right maintain 

And without a rival reign. 

 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon: “Why Didn't You Just Ask?” 1 John 5:14-15 
 

Offertory: #480 “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” verses 1-3 
1 He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 

He opened death’s prison, th’ incarnate, true Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 
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2 The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

 

3 But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 

He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

Lord God, heavenly King, once again You have gathered us 

before Your presence. Grant that we may dwell in Your 

house all the days of our lives and gaze upon Your 

beauty manifested here in Your Word and Sacrament. 

Graciously hear our prayers as we now inquire in Your 

temple. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord of the Church, You led Your apostles to choose 

Matthias to replace Judas. Guide Your Church on earth 

as she calls and chooses men to serve in the apostolic 

office, that Your Word would continue to grow and bear 



18 

 

fruit. Keep these men faithful and bless their ministry. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord, our Protector and Savior, look in mercy upon 

those suffering persecution for the sake of Your name. 

Many have been forsaken even by father, mother and 

friend. Take them into Your keeping, hear their cries and 

do not let them be afraid. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord of all nations, since it is Your will that we would 

pray for all in authority, we believe with confidence that 

You hear our prayers on behalf of our president, 

governor, Congress, legislature and judges. Teach them 

the testimony of truth, that they may be wise and 

effective in their offices. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Eternal Father, You have testified that eternal life is 

given in Your Son and that whoever has Him has life. 

You also promised that You will hear whatever we ask 

according to Your will. Hear now our prayers for all 

who are sick and in distress... Heal them and give life to 

all those who hold Your Son in faithful hearts. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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 P Gracious God, as we eat and drink our Savior’s body 

and blood, give us Your light and salvation, strong and 

courageous hearts, and never-failing hope, that we may 

wait steadfastly for You and Your final deliverance. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Holy Father, accept the prayers we offer through Your 

Son, our Savior, and keep us forever in Your name and 

Word, that we may be one, just as You are one. Sanctify 

us in the truth; Your Word is truth, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 
(Communion Confession spoken together) 

  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

biblical teaching that this is not merely a 

representation of Christ, but the real presence of His 

Body and His Blood in the bread and the wine. We 

also recognize that in the Supper we receive 

forgiveness of sins, strength, and unity with fellow 

confessing and communing Christians. 
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

 LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared 

openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken 

up into heaven that He might make us partakers of 

His divine life.  
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   Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
Sanctus ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; 1 

Corinthians 11 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
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       In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 

22:20 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini ~ The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God John 1:29 

 LSB 163 
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Please be seated 

 

Communion Distribution 
                                           “Communion With God” 
                                                      By Franklin Ritter 
                                            “One Bread, One Body” 
                                                           By John Foley 

 

Please stand 

 

“Thank the Lord” LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen 

us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

       The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

 
 

Please be seated 

 

Announcements 
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Hymn to Depart: #770 “What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus” 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Public domain 

Acknowledgments 
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 + What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 

 


