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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, Ken Burdick 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder  ........................................................................................ Don Votaw & Tim Hartnett 
Ushers ...........................................................................................................  Roy Eynaud 
Reader ........................................................................................................... Barb Kraley 
Acolyte  ......................................................................................................... Macy Arnold 
Altar Circle .................................................................  Cherryl Biggar & Sharon Jacobson 
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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

May 2, 2021 
 

As We Gather 
One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in 

our days is the grape. Grapevines are everywhere in 

America, from New York and Virginia on the East Coast 

to California and Washington on the West Coast. 

Driving by a vineyard and seeing row after row of 

flourishing vines is a visually pleasant experience. Jesus 

speaks to the disciples and us that He is the true vine and 

we are the branches. He says that God looks for us to be 

fruit-bearing as we are grafted into our life-giving Lord. 

Through our worship together, we are nourished in 

fruitfulness by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Call to Worship chimes 
 

 
Prelude:                                  “O Day Full of Grace” 
                                                    Arr. by Wilbur Held 

  

 

Welcome 
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Hymn 457 "Jesus Christ Is Risen Today" 
1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

 Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

 Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

 Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

 Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 

 Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 

 Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

D 4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

 Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 

Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Order of Service: Setting One LSB 151 
The order of worship and hymns are listed in this 

bulletin and will also appear on the screen in front. They 

are also printed in the hymnal--just turn to the number 

listed below. 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination. 

 

Confession of Sins  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Psalm 150 
1Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; 

 praise him in his mighty heavens! 
2Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

 praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
3Praise him with trumpet sound; 

 praise him with lute and harp! 
4Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

 praise him with strings and pipe! 
5Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

 praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

    Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
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Kyrie 
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This Is the Feast 
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Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your 

faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what 

You have commanded and desire what You promise, 

that among the many changes of this world our hearts 

may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 

Please be seated 
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First Reading Acts 8:26–40 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go 

toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose 

and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court 

official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in 

charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to 

worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to 

Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to 

him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he 

said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 

invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the 

passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

 Who can describe his generation? 

  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask 

you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and 

beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news 

about Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road 

they came to some water, and the eunuch said,  
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“See, here is water! What prevents me from being 

baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and 

they both went down into the water, Philip and the 

eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 

away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his 

way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 

as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the 

towns until he came to Caesarea. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 God the Father has crowned him with glory and 

honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

 

Epistle: 1 John 4 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 

to see whether they are from God, for many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you 

know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and 

every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
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This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was 

coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, 

you are from God and have overcome them, for he who 

is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are 

from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 

the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever 

knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does 

not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and 

the spirit of error. 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, 

and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the 

world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have 

seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is 

the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So 

we have come to know and to believe the love that God 

has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him.  
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17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 

confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so 

also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in 

love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone 

says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for 

he who does not love his brother whom he has seen 

cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this 

commandment we have from him: whoever loves God 

must also love his brother. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel: John 15:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear 

fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit 

he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are 

clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 
4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide 

in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to 

the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge 

both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day: 526 You Are the Way; through 
You Alone 

1 You are the way; through You alone 

    Can we the Father find; 

In You, O Christ, has God revealed 

    His heart and will and mind. 
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2 You are the truth; Your Word alone 

    True wisdom can impart; 

You only can inform the mind 

    And purify the heart. 

 

3 You are the life; the empty tomb 

    Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm, 

And those who put their trust in You 

    Not death nor hell shall harm. 

 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life; 

    Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win 

    Whose joys eternal flow. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon: “Greater Than…” 1 John 4 
 

Offertory: 955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

 And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

 That we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

 Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with Your presence, and give us 

 A foretaste of the feast to come. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

 



17 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

  

      Heavenly Father, You have grafted us onto the vine of 

Your Son. Prune us and cut off from us all sin and dead 

works, that we may always draw life from Your Son and 

produce the fruits of faith and good works. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, Your only Son came in the flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. Protect us from all false teaching 

and the spirit of the Antichrist, that we may always 

confess Christ to be our only true God and remain 

faithful to Him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Father and Teacher of all truth, guide teachers and 

students in Your Word, that they may increase in 

understanding, faith and love for Christ, the Lamb led to 

the slaughter in our place and risen from the dead. Bless 

our Wonder Window families and children … Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, give health and guidance to our president 

and all in authority, that they may serve honorably and 

in accord with Your good order. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Merciful God, You hear and answer Your children in 

their hour of need. Give aid to … Grant that they would 

bear their crosses with faith, ever looking to You, and so 

fix their hearts where true joy is found. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O God, You are love and always reveal Your love 

through Your Son. Grant that all who come to Your feast 

of love may worthily eat of Christ’s body and blood, so 

that whoever abides in this love forever abides in You, 

and You in him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love. Hear and answer 

our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, and Your saints 

shall bless You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 
(Communion Confession spoken together) 

  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

biblical teaching that this is not merely a 

representation of Christ, but the real presence of His 

Body and His Blood in the bread and the wine. We 

also recognize that in the Supper we receive 

forgiveness of sins, strength, and unity with fellow 

confessing and communing Christians. 

 

Preface 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 

are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 

Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 

world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His 

rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 

Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 

and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus ~ Holy, Holy, Holy LSB 161 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

       In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 

Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 
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and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini ~ The Peace of the Lord LSB 163 
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Agnus Dei ~ Lamb of God LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 

 

Communion Distribution:      “The Lord Is My Light” 
                                               Arr. By J. Wayne Kerr 

 

Please stand 

 

“Thank the Lord” LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen 

us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

           The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

           The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 
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Please be seated 

 

Announcements 
 

Hymn to Depart: 919 “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 

    Among us with Your grace 

That Satan may not harm us 

    Nor we to sin give place. 

 

2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 

    Among us with Your Word, 

And thus now and hereafter 

    True peace and joy afford. 

 

3 Abide with heav’nly brightness 

    Among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us 

    From error’s gloomy night. 

 

4 Abide with richest blessings 

    Among us, bounteous Lord; 

Let us in grace and wisdom 

    Grow daily through Your Word. 
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5 Abide with Your protection 

    Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 

    And overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 

    To reach our home above. 
Text: Public domain 
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 + What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 
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