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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, Ken Burdick 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder ........................................................................................  Tim Hartnett & Don Votaw 
Ushers  ........................................................................................................... Roy Eynaud 
Reader  ........................................................................................................ Ken Madding 
Acolyte .................................................................................................. Karl Zimmermann 
Altar Circle ..........................................................................  Barb Kraley & Linda Hartnett 
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Third Sunday in Lent March 7, 2021 
 

As We Gather 
The Church has what the world doesn’t want: God’s 

Law, which always accuses us sinners, and His Gospel, 

which allows for no boasting on our part. To this day, 

Jewish leaders teach that God will not demand what we 

cannot achieve. What a stumbling block, preaching a 

Messiah who becomes a sacrifice for our failings, both 

in our actions and our very nature. The polytheistic 

society of Paul’s day and the secular one of ours both 

find the Law an encumbrance, preferring to judge by 

their own standards (or lack of them). What folly, our 

society believes, to preach a God who chooses people 

whom everyone knows to be weak. Today is a day for 

foolish preaching: Christ crucified, the power and 

wisdom of God. 

 

Call to Worship Chimes 
 
Prelude:                                    “Built on the Rock” 
                                            Arr. By Scott M. Hyslop 

  

 

Welcome 
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Hymn of Invocation: 868 Awake, My Soul, and with 
the Sun 

 

 

 
 

5 Direct, control, suggest this day 

All I design or do or say 

That all my pow’rs with all their might 

In Thy sole glory may unite. 

 

D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Today’s Psalm, Psalm 19, informs our preparation for 

worship this morning. First, it celebrates the glory of 

God’s creation. 

 

Psalm 19:1-6 

P The heavens declare the glory of God, 

C and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 

  

P Day to day pours out speech, 

C and night to night reveals knowledge. 

  

P There is no speech, nor are there words, 

      whose voice is not heard. 

C Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 

      and their words to the end of the world. 

  

P In them He has set a tent for the sun, 

C which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his 

chamber, 

      and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
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P Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

       and its circuit to the end of them, 

C and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

 

P Continuing Psalm 19, the psalmist considers God’s 

perfect Law. 

 

Psalm 19:7-11 

P The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 

C the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simple; 

  

P the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

C the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 

  

P the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 

C the just decrees of the LORD are true, and 

righteous altogether. 

  

P More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 

gold; 

C sweeter also than honey and drippings of the 

honeycomb. 

  

P Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; 

C in keeping them there is great reward. 
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Confession and Absolution Psalm 19:12-14 

P When we use the Ten Commandments and other parts of 

the moral code as a mirror, we see that we have fallen 

from the perfection of God’s good creation and His 

perfect Law. 

 

Who can discern his errors? 

C Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 

  

P Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

C let them not have dominion over me! 

  

P Our gracious Lord has promised full and free 

forgiveness to all who call out to our heavenly Father in 

His name. Let us therefore confess our sins to God, our 

heavenly Father. 

C O God, we confess that we have sinned against You 

and one another in our thinking, speaking, and 

acting. Worse, in our fallen nature, we are sinful and 

unclean, and in the eyes of many we are weak, lowly 

people. But because You have graciously chosen us 

and worked faith in our hearts, we humbly ask for 

mercy for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Forgive, 

renew, and lead us in paths of righteousness. 
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P The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 

weakness of God is stronger than men. We preach Christ 

crucified, and for us the word of the cross is the power 

of God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

  

P Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great 

transgression. 

C Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock 

and my redeemer. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Kyrie 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the peace of God’s whole creation, for the well-

being of all whom He has chosen to preach Christ 

crucified, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 

thanks for the blessings that flow from the cross of 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have 

mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts 

and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Exodus 20:1–17 
 1And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
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 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or 

any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that 

is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, 

for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing 

steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 

 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in 

vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes 

his name in vain. 

 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six 

days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but the 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 

daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or 

your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 
11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it 

holy. 

 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days 

may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 

giving you. 

 13“You shall not murder. 

 14“You shall not commit adultery. 

 15“You shall not steal. 
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 16“You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 

 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall 

not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or 

his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything 

that is your neighbor’s.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world?  
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21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 

know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 

folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we 

preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 

folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 

were wise according to worldly standards, not many 

were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 

that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the 

presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ 

Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Creed: 953 We All Believe in One True God 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 
Gospel John 2:13–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went 

up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those who 

were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the 

money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of 

cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the 

sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 

money-changers and overturned their tables. 16And he 

told those who sold the pigeons, 
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 “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s 

house a house of trade.” 17His disciples remembered that 

it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us 

for doing these things?” 19Jesus answered them, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to 

build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 
22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this, and they 

believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day: 645 Built on the Rock 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sermon: “What’s Eating Him?” John 2 
 

Hymn: 955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110000286 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world 

and for people everywhere in their various 

circumstances. 
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     Lord over all, we give thanks that the heavens declare 

Your glory. And we pray Your blessings on all who seek 

ways to use the resources of Your good creation to feed 

the hungry, heal the sick, and shelter the homeless. 

Guide them toward bountiful harvests and life-saving 

technologies. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Lord, who brought Your people Israel out of slavery 

in Egypt, hear the prayer of those who long for freedom 

from oppressive regimes, false imprisonment, poverty, 

and social discrimination. Awaken a desire for peace, 

justice, and human dignity in the citizens and leaders of 

the nations. Give them compassionate eyes so that they 

may seek to help one another, relieving hunger and 

despair with loving and sharing actions. Guide and 

protect armed forces deployed and those who work for 

peace and security in our local communities. Open our 

eyes to the vocation we have as people of faith each day. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Wise and loving heavenly Father, who chose those 

whom the world considered foolish, weak, lowly, and 

despised to be joined in the Body of Christ, give us Your 

strength and wisdom. Open doors of opportunity for the 

Church to preach Christ crucified and risen no matter the 

form of opposition they encounter, so that many will 
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come to faith. Strengthen clergy and lay leaders to focus 

not on institutions or statistics but on the righteousness, 

sanctification, and redemption our Savior won in His 

gracious sacrifice for us in grace and love. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P We ask Your gracious answers to the prayers of those 

near and dear to us, ... Visit, relieve, console, and uplift 

them according to Your plans, using us where possible 

as part of the answer to their petitions. These and any 

other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of the bitter sufferings 

and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Our Belief Concerning the Lord's Supper 
(Communion Confession spoken together) 

  

C In celebrating the Lord's Supper we recognize the 

biblical teaching that this is not merely a 

representation of Christ, but the real presence of His 

Body and His Blood in the bread and the wine. We 

also recognize that in the Supper we receive 

forgiveness of sins, strength, and unity with fellow 

confessing and communing Christians. 
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Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord our 

God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. Grant us 

Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may give heed to 

the testament of Your Son in true faith and, above all, 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to 

us His body and blood for our forgiveness. By Your 

grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the 

boundless love which He manifested to us when, by 

pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your 

righteous wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that 

we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and 

blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His salvation. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  



19 

 

     To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6; John 12 

P Isaiah wrote, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 

and lifted up; and the train of His robe filled the temple. 

Above Him stood the seraphim. . . . And one called to 

another and said: 

C ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of His glory!’ ” 

  

P When Jesus entered Jerusalem, “those who went before 

and those who followed were shouting, 

C ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’ ” 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

      In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Genesis 22; John 1; Revelation 5 

P Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb.” 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P John said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world!” 

C Christ, have mercy. 

  

P John saw “the Lamb in the midst of the throne.” 

C Lord, have mercy and grant us Your peace. Amen. 

 

Communion Distribution 
 

Post-Communion Canticle Luke 2 

P As Simeon held the baby Jesus in the temple, he said, 

C “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in 

peace, 

according to Your word; 

for my eyes have seen Your salvation 

that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to Your people Israel.” 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 
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1Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. O God the Father, who sent Your Son into 

human history so that He could be given over to death as 

one of us, despised, and in weakness and lowliness, 

C we give thanks that in giving us His body and blood 

in this Sacrament You have bestowed on us the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

Accompany us as we leave that we may proclaim 

Christ crucified to all who do not yet know Your true 

wisdom, strength, and salvation; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

       The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Hymn to Depart: 425 When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 

 


