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The Epiphany of Our Lord

January 10, 2021

As We Gather
We consider the mysteries highlighted by the Readings
for the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6 but observed
today). The Wise Men, or Magi, mysteriously show up
in Jerusalem, and these strangers are looking for the
King of the Jews. The King of the Jews is mysteriously
an infant, born to a humble family in Bethlehem, not in
Jerusalem. And this King of the Jews mysteriously
invites all people from all nations into His kingdom.
These mysteries, hidden for the ages, is revealed in
Jesus, the Light of the world.
Prelude:

“Wise Men Seeking Jesus”
By Franklin Ritter

Welcome
Hymn of Invocation: We Three Kings
1 We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
Refrain O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
2

2 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign. Refrain
5 Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
sounds through the earth and skies. Refrain
Text: Public domain

Order of Service: Setting Four
The order of worship and hymns are listed in this
bulletin and will also appear on the screen in front. They
are also printed in the hymnal--just turn to the number
listed below.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.
3

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon
Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that
we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Psalm 72:1–11
1
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the royal son!
2
May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
4

3

Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!
4
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
5
May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all
generations!
6
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
7
In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
8
May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth!
9
May desert tribes bow down before him
and his enemies lick the dust!
10
May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render
him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!
11
May all kings fall down before him,
all nations serve him!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
5

Kyrie

LSB 204

Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 204

Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

6

P Let us pray. O God, by the leading of a star You made
known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us,
who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness
of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Please Be Seated
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6
1
Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
3
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
4
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
5
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to
you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
7

6

A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Proper: Gradual
Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!
Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12
1
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on
behalf of you Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard
of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me
for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by
revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of
Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men
in other generations as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.
8

6

This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the
gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the working
of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that
he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through our
faith in him.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Verse: "Away in a Manger" Barb Kraley & Joyce Toenjes;
David Collins, accomp.
Please Rise
Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second
chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
9

1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the
east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to
be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so
it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.
8
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him,
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
9
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the
child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
10

12

And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by another way.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
11

Please Be Seated
Hymn of the Day: 397 As with Gladness Men of Old

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon:

“Fall Down and Worship Him”

Offertory: “What Child Is This?”
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
12

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: Public domain

Offering Offering plates are available as you leave, or may
be dropped off at the Office
Installation of Congregational Officers:
2021 Board of Directors
Angela Madding – President
Kate Zimmermann – Vice-President
Diane Blankenship – Secretary
Jann Votaw – Treasurer
Michael Griggs – Member at Large
2021 Board of Elders
Ken Campbell (Chairman), Harry Kraley, Don Votaw, Jerry
Sturz, Ken Madding, Dave Light, Brian Henderson, Bryant
Arnold, and Tim Hartnett
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Prayer of the Church
P Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness
and bless You for the love that sustains us from day to
day. We praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior,
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
We thank You for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for
Your holy Church, for the means of grace, for the lives
of all faithful and just people, and for the hope of the life
to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that You
have done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness
in lives that are wholly given to Your service. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the
precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people
through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them
perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in
them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and
to those who hold office in Your Church that, by their
devoted service, faith may abound and Your kingdom
increase. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
14

P Send the light of Your truth into all the earth. Raise up
faithful servants of Christ to advance the Gospel both at
home and in distant lands. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P In Your mercy strengthen newly established
congregations, and support them in challenging times.
Make them steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord,
and let their faith and zeal for the Gospel refresh and
renew the witness of Your people everywhere. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead
a peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and favor to
all who bear office in our land, especially the president
and congress of the United States, the governor and
legislature of this state , and to all those who make,
administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve this
people according to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit
of love, and order our days in Your peace. Prosper the
labor of those who work to bring peace and justice to the
nations of the world that mutual understanding and
15

common endeavor may be increased among all peoples.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges,
universities, and centers of research and those who teach
and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure
that people may serve You honorably in Church and
state, and that our common life may be conformed to the
ways of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them
with joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their
Baptism, and enable their parents to bring them up in
lives of faith and devotion. Unite the members of all
families in a spirit of affection and service that they may
show Your praise in our land and in all the world. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Let Your blessing remain upon the seedtime and harvest,
the commerce and industry, the leisure and rest, the arts
and culture of our people. Take under Your special
protection those whose work is difficult or dangerous,
and be with all who put their hands to any useful task.
16

Give them the just rewards for their labor and the
knowledge that their work is a blessing in Your sight.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in
sorrow or need, sickness or adversity... Be with those
who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those
to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in
sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking
them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved
and served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest
from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your
saints, and bring us at last to the joys of Your heavenly
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P All these things and whatever else You know that we
need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God forever.
C Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you
peace.
C Amen.
Please Be Seated
18

Announcements
Please Rise
Hymn to Depart: 367 Angels from the Realms of
Glory
1 Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain
ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain
D 5 All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To th’ eternal Three in One. Refrain
Text: Public domain
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+ What We Believe +
God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true
God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4
Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23;
John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28
Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in
heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all.
Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36.
Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of
God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father
no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace
again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy,
and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John
2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21.
Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of
God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His
family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3.
Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins,
and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27,
1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.
The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens
our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily
rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak
with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’
name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25.
The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is
really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus
often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian
life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians
11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16.
Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2
Timothy 3:16.
Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and
unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6.
nd
2 Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We
are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His
message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation
20:4-6
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