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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
 

 

Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
 

Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, Ken Burdick 
Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 

 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 
 
 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder .............................................................................................................  Harry Kraley 
Usher ............................................................................................................  Roy Eynaud 
Reader  ....................................................................................................... Bonnie Grisso 
Acolyte .........................................................................................................  Bella Bustos 
Altar Circle ........................................................................................................................  
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Thanksgiving Eve 2020 

Wednesday, November 25 
 

As We Gather 
A Day of National Thanksgiving is an honored tradition 

in this nation. But thankfulness to God is something that 

transcends national borders and the boundaries of time. 

God’s people are always thankful people, for they know 

what great things He has done and continues to do for 

them. In Martin Luther’s explanation of the First Article 

of the Creed, he states that in response to God’s great 

gifts, it is the Christian’s “duty to thank and praise, serve 

and obey Him.” Our worship is one way through which 

we carry out that joyful duty. 

 

 
Prelude The Lord’s My Shepherd 
 

 
Welcome 
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Hymn: 814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud 

    And justice for th’oppressed. 

 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Versicles 

L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

  

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm 67 
1May God be gracious to us and bless us 

 and make his face to shine upon us, 
2that your way may be known on earth, 

 your saving power among all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you! 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

 for you judge the peoples with equity 

 and guide the nations upon earth. 
5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you! 
6The earth has yielded its increase; 

 God, our God, shall bless us. 
7God shall bless us; 

 let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
 

Collect for the Day of Thanksgiving 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you.  
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P Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning 

and You graciously provide for all our needs of body 

and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your 

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our 

days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Reading: Deuteronomy 8:1–10 
 1“The whole commandment that I command you today 

you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 

multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD 

swore to give to your fathers. 2And you shall remember 

the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these 

forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, 

testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you 

would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled 

you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which 

you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he 

might make you know that man does not live by bread 

alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the 

mouth of the LORD. 4Your clothing did not wear out on 

you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5Know 

then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the 

LORD your God disciplines you.  
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6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your 

God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7For the 

LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land 

of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out 

in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of 

vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive 

trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread 

without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land 

whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig 

copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall 

bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given 

you.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: Philippians 4:6–20 
 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 

is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things.  
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9What you have learned and received and heard and seen 

in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will 

be with you. 

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you 

have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 

concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that 

I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 

whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to 

be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 

every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 

plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all 

things through him who strengthens me. 

 14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you 

Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 

gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into 

partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you 

only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my 

needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I 

seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have 

received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, 

having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a 

fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to 

God. 19And my God will supply every need of yours 

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our 

God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel: Luke 17:11–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 17th chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along 

between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he entered a 

village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a 

distance 13and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said 

to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as 

they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of them, when 

he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God 

with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, 

giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then 

Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 

nine? 18Was no one found to return and give praise to 

God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise 

and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

                       

                                           



9 

 

Hymn #790 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sermon “What You Have, Not What You Don't Have” 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, our Father, we give You thanks that You 

bring us once again into a new Church Year whereby we 

confess and proclaim Your great love for the world in 

the sending of Your only-begotten Son as the Child of 

the Virgin Mary, the Lamb proclaimed by John the 

Baptist, the teacher of the holy apostles, the sacrifice for 

the sins of the world on the cross, and the risen Savior of 

all, who will come again in glory on the Last Day. Lord, 

keep us in this confession and faith, and bless its 

proclamation throughout the world. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Supply Your whole Church on earth with faithful 

workers who will continually feed and lead Your people, 

rightly proclaiming Your Word, administering Your 

Holy Sacraments, and caring for all in their charge. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P That we may live in peace and safety, we ask You to 

continually bless those in the authority of government, 

the President and Congress of the United States, the 

governor and legislature of this state, and all those who 

make, administer, and judge our laws and all who have 

authority over us. Grant that they rule according to Your 

good pleasure by Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Comfort, O Lord, all who are in trouble, danger, or 

illness, ... Grant healing, peace, and courage for all 

bearing their crosses to Your praise and honor. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P As Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, came down to 

us at Christmas and now comes to us by Your Spirit in 

Your Word, we pray for His final coming to deliver us 

all in the great day of the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Lord's Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: #877 “God, Who Made the Earth 
and Heaven” 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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 What We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 
 


