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Our Mission Statement 

Lutheran Church of Prayer walks with others and teaches the  
Word of God through relationships and personal example. 

 
 

 
Welcome Friends & Guests! 

We pray you will be blessed by our worship today. A welcome packet can be found at the Welcome 

Center Desk in our lobby. Please pick one up. Each family is asked to fill out an attendance card. 

Place the completed card in the offering plate. If you have a prayer request to be included in the 

service, please write your requests on the blue Prayer Requests sheet found in the pew rack and hand 

it directly to an Usher before worship begins. 

A Time for Quiet Meditation 

As you enter the sanctuary for worship you are encouraged to use this time for prayer and meditation 

to prepare your hearts to worship our Lord and to look over the worship bulletin. Visiting with friends 

can be done in the narthex area so others will not be disturbed. Thank you. 

Offering 

The offering is an act of worship for members and friends of Lutheran Church of Prayer, moved by 

God's love, to support the mission of the church. We do not want guests to feel obligated to participate. 

We want you to feel welcome and we truly wish to serve you! God bless you! 

Standing 

If at any time during the service it becomes uncomfortable for you to stand, please feel free to sit 

down, even if others are standing. God knows our strengths and understands our weaknesses too. 

 
Organist, Shirley Foster • Choir Director, Ken Burdick 

Pianist, David Collins • Handbell Director, Judy Houston 
 Praise Band Director, Tammy Poynor 

 
 

Serving Us Today  
 
Pastor ..................................................................................................... Rev. Hal Toenjes 
Elder ................................................................................................................  Dave Light 
Usher  .............................................................................................................. Jerry Sturz 
Reader ........................................................................................................  Bryant Arnold 
Acolyte  ................................................................................................. Karl Zimmermann 
Altar Circle ............................................................................ Kristy Sturz & Kathy Vergon 
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Reformation Day October 25,2020 
 
As We Gather 

To the consternation of His opponents, Jesus announced 

that those who abide in His Word know the truth, which 

sets them free. And the truth, Paul points out in the 

Epistle, is that God has declared us justified, not guilty 

under His Law, because of His gracious gift of faith in 

Christ. That gift frees us from fearing God’s righteous 

wrath; we are confident that the Lord of hosts is with us.  

 

Prelude:                                   “They Strong Word” 
                                          Arr. By Richard W. Logan 

  

 

Welcome 
  

Hymn of Invocation: 904 Blessed Jesus, at Your 
Word 
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Tune and text: Public domain 
 

 
 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Confession of Sins  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, 

a poor, sinful being. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 

us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His 

sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes 

and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
 

Responsive Psalm Psalm 46 
1God is our refuge and strength, 

 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

 though the mountains be moved into the heart of 

the sea, 
3though its waters roar and foam, 

 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 
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4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of 

God, 

 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 

 God will help her when morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 

 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 

 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

 he burns the chariots with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God. 

 I will be exalted among the nations, 

 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Gloria Patri ~ Glory Be to the Father LSB 186 
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Kyrie ~ Lord, Have Mercy  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory in the Highest LSB 187 
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Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

P Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit 

on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace 

and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, 

defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church 

Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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Please be seated 

 

First Reading: Revelation 14:6–7 
 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, 

with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on 

earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 
7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him 

glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and 

worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 

springs of water.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised 

 in the city of our God! 

Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, 

 consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels, 

that you may tell the next generation 

 that this is God, our God forever and ever. 

 

Epistle: Romans 3:19–28 
 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 

those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 

stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable 

to God.  
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20For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in his sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been 

manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  

For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 

to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 

and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. 

By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the 

law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith 

apart from works of the law. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth 

chapter. 

  

 
  

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of 

Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How 

is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave 

does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day: 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 

 

Sermon Free, Indeed! (John 8) 
 

Please stand 
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Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world 

and for all people in their varied circumstances. 

 

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble, strengthen the Church here and wherever it 

gathers around Your Word. Grant confident faith to  

pastors in congregations and missionaries in distant 

lands, elders in the faith and newly baptized alike. Help 

us to put all our trust in Your protection and power. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Strong Creator, wherever people call out to You as the 

earth gives way, mountains move into the heart of the 

sea, and mountains tremble, hear their cries and keep 

them safe. Grant safety and awaken courage and wisdom 

in those who search and rescue, those who provide 

physical and spiritual counsel, and those who offer long-

term support of body and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O Holy Spirit, when nations rage and kingdoms totter, 

use the earthly powers that be to move the nations and 

their leaders to seek ways toward peace with their 

neighbors and stability within their borders. You, who 

make wars cease to the end of the earth, provide courage 

and compassion to all who work for peace and 

protection as they are deployed abroad and all who 

maintain concord and order within our communities. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious God, stream joy and gladness to those who 

wait for the dawning of a new day, those dealing with 

long-term ills, unemployment, discrimination, unjust 

imprisonment, strife in their families, and the loss of 

loved ones,  . . . . Assure them that You are with them, 

even now a very present help in trouble. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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 P Lord of hosts, worthy to be exalted among the nations, 

into Your almighty hands we commend ourselves and all 

for whom we pray. Hear our prayer for the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

      The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated 

 
 
Announcements 
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Hymn: 829 Christ the Eternal Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000286 
Tune: Public domain 
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 We Believe + 

 

God: is Triune, Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Three Persons, One Essence. He is the only true 

God: Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 8:4 

Jesus: is true God, equal to the Father and Holy Spirit, the only Savior of mankind. John 5:23; 

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 20:28 

Sin: all mankind is wicked; by nature the human race is spiritually blind, dead, broken in 

heart/mind, and in need of restoration with God and each other. God’s wrath abides on all. 

Genesis 8:21; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:23, 7:15, 18; Mark 7:20-23; John 3:36. 

Justification: Sin and God’s wrath against it has been dealt with by God through the death of 

God the Son on the cross. All have salvation through the blood of Jesus where our Father 

no longer holds our wickedness and sin against us but declares us righteous. We have peace 

again with God through faith in Jesus. This good news gives believers hope, peace, joy, 

and love to live as Christians. Romans 5:1-10; John 3:16, 36; 2 Corinthians 5:19; 1 John 

2:1-2; Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Conversion: to faith in the Savior is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word of 

God (spoken, written, and sacramental). In the message of the cross God gathers His 

family. Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23; John 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 

Holy Baptism: is a gracious work of the Holy Spirit Who creates faith, washes away sins, 

and connects us to Jesus and His body the church. John 3:5-6; Acts 22:16; Galatians 3:27, 

1 Peter 3:21; Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

The Holy Spirit’s Work: Converted through faith in Jesus our human nature still threatens 

our unity with God and each other. Reconciliation, that is repentance and faith, is the daily 

rhythm of believers. Guilt and sorrow are promptings of the Holy Spirit for us to speak 

with God confessing thoughts, words, and actions asking Him for forgiveness in Jesus’ 

name. Ephesians 4:30-32; 2 Corinthians 7:10; Hebrews 10:19-25. 

The Lord’s Supper: or Holy Communion is Christ’s True Body and Blood, where He is 

really present in the bread and wine to assure us of forgiveness. We gather to receive Jesus 

often because we daily sin much and are in constant need of His power to live the Christian 

life of faith, hope, and love/charity. John 6:53-59; 15:5; Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 

11: 23-29; 1 Corinthians 10:16. 

Scripture: is inspired by God, without error and is our solid guide to life. John 10:35; 2 

Timothy 3:16. 

Creation: happened according to Genesis 1-2. Evolution is unscriptural, unscientific, and 

unnecessary. Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6. 

2nd Coming: of Jesus will be sudden/unexpected. 2 Peter 3:10; Mark 13:32; Matthew 24. We 

are living in the New Testament era where we rule with Jesus in the activity of sharing His 

message of love. 1 Corinthians 15:23-26; Ephesians 2:1-7; Matthew 28:19-20; Revelation 

20:4-6 

 
 


