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the Pastor’s Pages
Baptist assemBly 

A few weeks ago at the Annual Assembly of 
the Baptist Union of Scotland, I was really 

encouraged at the way God was speaking through 
his Word to his church. I want to take a few minutes 
in this edition of faith@work to reflect on some 
highlights from Assembly, and where I believe God 
is challenging us as a church just now. 

To be honest, many things I have heard and seen 
at Baptist Assembly in years past have, in my opinion, left much to be 
desired. A good number of speakers in recent years have been primarily 
political in nature. Much has been shared with a bent toward a ‘social 
gospel’ perspective rather than a focus of proclaiming true freedom and 
salvation in Jesus’ name. One of the main speakers a couple of years ago 
even spent time railing against the Queen and talking about the need for 
wealth redistribution. I’m not even British and I was offended! I was not 
the only one who felt like we were at a communist convention rather than 
a Christian gathering. 

Don’t get me wrong—the church must be about good works. We must be 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and caring for the widow and the 
orphan (see, for example, p. 40). Jesus’ sermon on the Mount in Matthew 
5-7 hits home this very point, that if we don’t bear the fruit of our faith, we 
don’t have true faith. 1 John even tells us that if we don’t do anything to 
care for the physical needs of people, the love of God is not in us! However, 
we must be careful of confusing the true saving message of the gospel of 
Jesus (Mark 1; 1 Cor. 15:1-5) with a forgery. We must never lose sight of 
the fact that Jesus Christ came to die on the cross for sinners who must 
repent and believe in him to be reconciled with the God who created them. 

And, by the way, this was the same message that was proclaimed 
in the book of Acts to a pagan culture hostile to Christianity. There is 
somehow a ‘progressive’ thought within Baptist circles that now we are 
in this post-Christian age—to which the message of the Bible doesn’t 
make sense—so we have to do ‘pre-evangelism’ and somehow proclaim 
a different type of Jesus that people can easily relate to and understand. 
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Rubbish! In my opinion, we are trying to re-create a non-offensive Jesus 
that the culture likes rather than preaching the actual Jesus of the Bible 
with his uncomfortable message of sin, judgment, salvation, repentance, 
and faith. We need to hear again the clarion call, ‘For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who 
believes’ (Rom. 1:18). 

We must proclaim that people’s greatest need in this world is Jesus who 
was crucified and risen! Jesus is the only One who is going to transform 
souls—not food, not clothes, not a hug, or better education, cleaner water, 
or ‘nice things’ this world has to offer. If our hope is for this life only, we 
are to be pitied more than all men! My fear is that much of ‘evangelism’ 
within the past two decades has focused on feeding and clothing many 
people for hell. What we need in the church today is a recovery of the 
unchanging message of the gospel, accompanied by the necessary fruit that 
the true gospel brings. This year at Assembly, I was encouraged by at least 
two speakers who proclaimed this truth. 

Jim Turrent and Local Church Planting

The first was Jim Turrent, Pastor of Central Baptist, 
Dundee. Jim is a friend, who preached at GBC 
for our last anniversary service. Jim was being 
interviewed about Central’s new church plant in 
Lochee. Jim was clear that the only thing that is 
bringing transformation to this community is the 
preached Word of God, and the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Jim continued to reiterate the centrality of 

the Word of God being preached to equip the people of God to make 
disciples. This new church is reaching out to the poorest and most 
marginalized in their area, and they are the first to say that the greatest 
need is for people to come to know Jesus by the preaching of the Word. 
Yes, they are about food banks and social help—but it is all in Jesus’ 
name. Jesus is the only one who truly delivers heroin addicts from the 
streets and changes hearts—this Jesus who died for their sins to give these 
otherwise hopeless people life in God. I listened to Jim share Central’s 
heart for church planting and I began to see it as an extension of the 
great commission. Just as disciples make disciples in Matthew 28, this 
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leads to churches planting churches in Acts 13. As I listened to the heart 
of this church plant and saw the vision, my heart was burning inside 
me with questions—‘Why do we not have a similar burden and heart in 
Glenrothes or Fife?’

The Assembly then had us break up into groups based on our 
geographic locations. At one of the ‘Fife Tables’ we spent time discussing 
church planting efforts and needs in our communities. It brought me 
great joy to hear that the last church planting efforts of any church in Fife 
were through Glenrothes Baptist Church, with the planting of Collydean 
Granary Baptist Church. Some of you reading this were probably part of 
these efforts! This reality also brought me great sorrow, however, as this 
took place in the late 1970’s (well before my birth!). Whilst discussing at 
our table with brothers and sisters from Inverkeithing, St. Andrews, Leven, 
Dunfermline, Cupar, and Largo, we began to see the need. My prayer is 
that God would give us all a vision, not only for our own churches in our 
own little place, but a vision for gospel-centred communities of faith to 
spring up all across Scotland, starting right here! Disciples make disciples, 
and churches make churches. God is on the move, and is doing amazing 
things. ‘Behold I am doing a new thing, declares the Lord.’ 

I pray that God would truly lead us not only into the realm of 
evangelism and discipleship, but of church planting in the years to come. 
I can hear some of you already—‘but we’ve no money!’ ‘but we’re old’ 
‘but I’m a brand new Christian and don’t know anything’ ‘but there’s no 
way we could do that!’ None of these questions was asked in the first 
century, and they don’t need to be asked now. What we need to do is 
spend less time worrying, and more time on our knees crying out together 
for God to move heaven and earth, and to show us what step he wants 
us to take next.  
 

Andy Hawthorne, OBE — The Message Trust 

Andy Hawthorne, the keynote speaker, was with a 
group called ‘The Message Trust’ which has been 
doing amazing gospel-centred work in Manchester 
for the past 20 years. They are seeing whole 
communities transformed by the power of the 
gospel and the tangible love of Christians.
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The Englishman didn’t pull any punches but hit the nail on the head in 
his main address to Scottish Baptists. His two main passages were Matthew 
28:16-20, and the whole chapter of Mark 1. Andy started in Matthew 28 
and noted that before Jesus gave the great commission to the church, he 
had gathered his disciples. The text states that the disciples believed, but 
some doubted. He then quite frankly said that the church in Britain seems 
to be the church that doubts. He talked about our pessimism and the reality 
that we don’t actually believe in the authority, power, and sufficiency of 
Jesus. He challenged us to move away from a mentality which wants to 
batten down the hatches or circle the wagons. He spoke of many shocking 
realities in the church today. One statement hit me hard. He said, 

Scotland, right now you are experiencing arguably the biggest church 
decline in the world . . . what an amazing place for God to get some 
glory! 

He said that the great commission was one that started with the 
comforting and commanding words of Christ that ‘All authority has been 
given unto me . . . therefore go.’ He said that as Christians, we need 
to regain afresh just the reality of Jesus’ authority to save souls, to see 
communities transformed, and to see Jesus’ kingdom come and his will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. He said that we must keep clear the 
message about Jesus. 

Like Jim Turrent, Andy Hawthorne challenged the church to regain a 
sense of the authority and sufficiency of the Word of God in proclaiming 
the message of Jesus. On a number of occasions, Andy said things like, 

feeding people and clothing them and being nice to them is great, but 
it isn’t going to save their souls or transform their lives. They need to 
hear the message about eternal life in Jesus who died for them to give 
them eternal life.

I was encouraged as this was met with great applause throughout the 
whole Assembly. May it be met with great action in and through our 
churches!

Andy spent the rest of his time in Mark 1 unearthing the authoritative 
message of the gospel of Jesus. He recounted the specific authority of Jesus 
in teaching the Word of God, the authority of Jesus over sickness, and the 
authority of Jesus over the powers of darkness. Andy finally challenged 
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us that this is the same Jesus who is building his church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. After the sermon, Alex Cowan and myself 
talked and prayed with Andy and shared how encouraged we were at the 
timely message to our union of churches. 

What about us?
So I challenge you as I have been challenged. These have been my thoughts 
and prayers over the past few weeks: Jesus has all authority. Why do I fear? 
Why do I fear anything or anyone in life? If God who has all power and 
authority is for us, who can be against us? Jesus has commanded us. Why 
do we hesitate? Jesus has given us the authoritative message not only to 
live by, but to proclaim. He will never leave me, so why am I so fearful? 

Here we stand just a few weeks from the full swing of the Christmas 
season. Will you and I be among those who believe in Matthew 28, or those 
who doubt? Will you and I take the opportunities to be outspoken about 
Christ this Christmas? In a few weeks we are going to have a Christmas 
card/flier for you to give out to neighbours, friends, etc. as an invitation 
to all our special Christmas and New Year services. Will you use this as 
an opportunity for a conversation about your faith? As you sit down this 
Christmas with family, will you pray together about how God would use 
you to share the tangible love and good news of Jesus with others in your 
street? As a church leadership, will we pray and ask God for a fresh vision 
of church planting in this area in the year to come? Will we truly be open 
and expect God to do a new thing, or just keep doing things like we have 
always done them? 

Jesus is building his church. The gates of hell shall not prevail against 
us. I pray that his Holy Spirit would give us the grace we need to believe, 
to trust, and to act. Let us believe that God can truly do exceedingly, 
abundantly more than all we can ever ask or imagine. But let’s do that—
let’s actually ask and imagine for a minute. William Carey, the father of the 
modern missions movement, had a saying that needs to be re-envisioned 
today—let’s ‘expect great things from God’ while we ‘attempt great things 
for God’.

Jacob Brothers 
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padre to pastor

On Saturday 20 September, 2014, I was privileged to represent GBC 
at the induction of our former pastor, Rev Neil Allison, to the 

charge of Helensburgh Baptist Church, Dunbartonshire. 
Neil left us in 1998, after five years as our pastor, to become a full-

time Army Padre (Chaplain); sixteen years later he has now left the 
Army to return to ‘civvies’ and the pastoral ministry. 

Although there had been a Baptist congregation in Helensburgh  
before, the present cause was established in 1881, with a church 
building erected in 1886. The premises were used as a refugee centre for 
some of the 35,000 people made homeless as a result of the devastating 
Clydebank Blitz in March 1941. The building, close to the centre of the 
town, has been tastefully modernised, with the main entrance moved to 
the side. The church has a membership of around 80. 

I was quite early in arriving in the town and had time for a leisurely 
lunch sitting in the sunshine in the town square, before making my 
way to the church for the Service of Induction which started at 2pm. I 
was delighted to find that I was not the only one from GBC—David & 
Eileeen Balfour were there, and stayed over for Neil’s first services on 
the Sunday!

The proceedings were chaired by the Interim Moderator, Rev Brian 
Mulraine of Dumbarton Baptist Church, and featured musical items 

Damage in Clydebank as a result of the 
Luftwaffe raids, March 1941.



[7]

from the HBC choir and a group of the children. As is customary on 
these occasions, greetings were brought to the new minister on behalf of 
the town, the other Helensburgh Churches, the local Baptist fraternal, 
and the inductee’s previous church (that was us!). Dr Brian Talbot 
(Broughty Ferry BC) and Dr Paul Swinn (CF) gave words of personal 
commendation, before Andrew Rollinson (St Andrews BC) led the Act 
of Induction on behalf of the Baptist Union of Scotland. 

Folk gathering for the 
Service of Induction.

The Act of of Induction: Neil (left) with Andrew Rollinson.

Greetings from Rev Dr 
Paul Swinn, CF.
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Rev Dr George Mitchell—retired Baptist 
minister and author of such titles as Comfy 
Glasgow and Chained and Cheerful (on 
Philippians)—then preached from 1 Corinthians 
1, pointing out the ‘issues’ prevalent in the 
Corinthian church, and addressing his theme 
under the headings:

• the preacher God sent
• the people God saves; and 
• the power God supplies.      
Following the service, we made our way along the road to the United 

Reformed Church Hall for a Reception and what can best be described 
as a sumptuous buffet!   

 Please remember Neil and Ruth (and Bethany, who is staying with 
them) in your prayers as they settle in at Helensburgh, and adjust to a 
quite different way of life to what they have been used to for the sixteen 
years of Neil’s Army service.  

Colin Roworth
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 BAPTISMS 

Andrew Beveridge
Baptised 12 Oct. 2014  |  Received into membership 23 Nov. 2014 

‘. . . one random Wednesday night turned into one of the most amaz-
ing nights of my life. I confessed with my mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believed in my heart that God raised him from the dead, and I 
was saved.’

Photos: Brittany Brothers
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Andy’s testimony

Today is not about Andrew Beveridge, it’s about 
someone called Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Today is about spreading the good news of Jesus 
Christ, and explaining the great things he has done 
in my life. 

A little bit about me. I am 31 years old (I know 
its hard to believe!) and for 29 years of my life I 
had no knowledge or real interest in religion; it was 
never really a topic of conversation in my family. In 
those 29 years I had a lot of great times, but also a 

lot of sad times, none more so than losing my dad to cancer when I was 20 
years old—something that for years I questioned ‘why?’ From 20-29 I chased 
happiness—gambling (since 12 years old; I started my first bookies at high 
school, only to suddenly cease trading, at the headmasters request!), drink-
ing—but something was missing. I went to college at 21 to study Accounting, 
and from that I met Ben Marshall’s best friend, Ryan, which in turn meant I 
met Ben and his family. I and Ben became good friends and I got to know the 
Marshall family well. I soon got to know that Lisa, Matthew, and Rebecca 
were Christians; I think Lisa prayed a lot for Ben and his friends! 

I struck up a good friendship with Rebecca during these years, and it be-
came apparent that no matter what her circumstances were, she was happy. 
I wanted that!! Every time I asked her why, she simply answered ‘I’ve got 
God in my life’. This became a regular conversation over the years, and I 
was becoming more and more intrigued. So in my 29th year, January 2013, 
I asked Rebecca if I could go to church with her one Sunday. 

It wasn’t like what I had imagined! It was friendly, loving, honest, and basi-
cally a big caring family. In the early months I couldn’t disagree with anything 
Jacob was preaching; the way that Christians were called to live was all good 
things. For the first time in my life I started to ask myself questions: Who 
created the world? Did Jesus exist? Plus probably 100 more! All the answers 
to these questions pointed to God. And I came to the conclusion that Jesus 
did exist. So the million dollar question I had was—Was Jesus Christ the Son 
of God? In the coming weeks, whilst mulling over this question, something 
changed. I suddenly had this amazing feeling inside, in the same area as my 
heart—different to any feeling I’ve ever had before, not heart burn, not my 
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heart beating really fast. Different. It would become more intense when I was 
at church, reading the Bible or listening to worship music. I suddenly felt like 
I no longer had a decision to make. I knew, I believed. This amazing feeling 
inside of me seemed to have decided for me, I just had to say it. So I did; one 
random Wednesday night turned into one of the most amazing nights of my 
life. I confessed with my mouth that Jesus is Lord and believed in my heart 
that God raised him from the dead, and I was saved (it turns out that amazing 
feeling inside is the Holy Spirit.) I believe that God sent his only Son to die on 
the cross for our sins, that he was buried and that he was raised on the third 
day. I believe in God our Father, I believe in Christ the Son, and I believe in 
the Holy Spirit. I believe we are called to be born again, to be a new creation 
in Christ. I know I needed to repent from my sins. 

So what has changed in my life? A lot! In May 2013, after betting being a 
major part of my life for 17½ years, I suddenly lost the desire to gamble and 
now no longer bet. Since January 2013 I have not been drunk and you can 
count on one hand the amount of times I have had a drink. 

After connecting spiritually with Rebecca, we quickly moved from being 
good friends to falling in love. We got engaged on Christmas Day 2013 (just 
over 4 months after I gave my life to God), then got married on 29 March 
this year. So I now have a wife! 

Most of my working life I have either worked at the greyhounds or horse 
racing. After becoming a Christian, I felt burdened about working some-
where that revolved around greed and corruption, and trusting fully in God, 
I handed in my notice and left two weeks before the wedding. I was unem-
ployed for just under six months (and God provided for me and Rebecca 
during that time). I applied for five or six jobs—all of which I believed I had 
a good chance of getting—before getting a job in Transportation with Fife 
Council (somewhere I’ve always wanted to work) without having any previ-
ous experience or qualifications in that subject. Funny that, eh? 

So a lot has happened in the last year, and that change is because of the 
One who has created me. I have learned that this life isn’t about me. If we 
have no control over entering or leaving this world, why do we think it’s all 
about us? It’s not, it’s about the Person who created this universe, the Person 
that sacrificed his only Son so that we can come to him and have eternal life. 
This baptism tonight is about showing you the great things Jesus has done 
in my life, a symbol of me being a new creation and giving him the glory.  
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Rachel Sharp
Baptised 12 Oct. 2014  |  Received into membership 23 Nov. 2014   

‘The Lord has changed my life since I opened up my heart to him. I’ve 
stopped searching for fulfilment and happiness in material things that 
only provide temporary satisfaction. The darkness that was once inside 
of me is now filled with the light of the Lord.’

Photos: Brittany Brothers
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Rachel’s testimony 

I was brought up in a home where God or 
Christianity were never really spoken about; 

I couldn’t tell you of a family member or friend 
that knew Christ and went to church. Christi-
anity wasn’t in any aspect of my life. When I 
was growing up my parents will agree with me 
when I say I was a bit of a pain—I would go out 
drinking, and put myself in bad situations for a 
thirteen-year-old.

I now know I did these things because I was searching for something—a 
sense of belonging, friends, happiness. I am very fortunate to have been 
brought up in a very loving household, with parents who cared for me, pro-
vided for me and showed me love. I treasure the memories we have together. 
But there was always sadness in me, an emptiness that I couldn’t explain. 
I never wanted for anything, but I had no self-esteem. I always felt so low. 
I had no confidence and no respect for myself. Even though nothing truly 
awful had happened to me, I didn’t like the life I was living. 

This continued when I went on to University. I would go out clubbing, 
drinking heavily. I convinced myself I was having a good time but the emp-
tiness and the darkness were still there. I became severely depressed and was 
put on anti-depressants. That was a difficult time. When I was going through 
all this I started going to Christianity Explored with my friend Katherine. 
That’s where I met Jacob, Brittany, Laura, David, Yvonne, Fiona, and Joyce. 
It was the first time I had sat down with people who knew the Lord and had 
given their lives to him. It was through Christianity Explored that I became 
aware of sin and that the Lord died on the cross for me and it was my sin 
that held him there. 

I then came to a point in life where I questioned what my purpose was. 
Why was I here and what was the point? And I cried out to God and I be-
lieved and I prayed.  I trusted in him, asked him for forgiveness and asked 
him to take control of my life. 

After I gave my life to God I still struggled. I had faith and I had a hope, 
but for a little while I tortured myself wondering how God could possibly 
love me after everything I had done. That’s because I never knew the true 
meaning of the word grace. I took grace to mean a politeness, an elegance,  
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but I now know that grace means an undeserved merit; even though we 
don’t deserve it, God’s love for us is a perfect love. He sent his only Son to 
die for us. God didn’t just get stuck with us—he chose us. He knew all of our 
mistakes before we even made them. 

The Lord has changed my life since I opened up my heart to him. I’ve 
stopped searching for fulfilment and happiness in material things that only 
provide temporary satisfaction. The darkness that was once inside of me is 
now filled with the light of the Lord. I’ve found peace and a sense of belong-
ing in this church. The Lord has blessed me with so many people around me 
to help me grow in Christ. I trust now that everything is going to be okay, 
because I have God and I know he will never leave me or forsake me.   

Sarah Gilfillan
Baptised 16 Nov. 2014  |  Received into membership 23 Nov. 2014   

‘God alone knows the path for me to take and I have to trust Him in 
everything not just when things are going as I want.’
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Sarah’s testimony 

Those of you who know me will know that 
I was brought up coming to church. I went 

to Sunday School and Girls’ Brigade from an 
early age and was fortunate enough to have 
other opportunities such as Bible Camp and 
Scripture Union. 

When I was 10, Jerry and Becky Drace came 
over to our church and it was during their visit 
that I first gave my life to the Lord. However, 
when I look back on this I realise that at that 

time I didn’t really have a true understanding of the meaning of this. 
I continued to attend church and Girls’ Brigade—however, often I went 

because I was told to or it was time I could spend with my friends, and not 
because I actually wanted to go. 

In 2005 when I was 17 I moved to Glasgow to study Children’s Nursing 
and initially this saw me essentially abandon the church. I stopped attend-
ing services, didn’t read my Bible and lost contact with a lot of my church 
friends. I met new friends at Uni and started to live a different sort of life. 
I was never a really wild person but I did drink more and put importance 
on the wrong things. 

Then one night I was on the phone to Gordon—my brother who lives 
in London—and he had recently become more involved with his church 
there. We chatted about this and I told him I wasn’t sure what I believed 
anymore and that I just wished I could have some sort of sign to guide me. 
Literally as I said the words, my Bible fell from my shelf onto the floor. 
Gordon also told me how he prayed for me regularly. This phone call got 
me thinking about things and then the next day walking to Uni I was lis-
tening to my iPod when a Ken and Lois Holland song called ‘The Offer 
Still Stands’ came on (they were also part of the missionary team from 
America that came over with the Draces). The lyrics in this song really 
spoke to me that day as they sang about how the Lord is always there no 
matter what, and that ‘the offer still stands, the cross is still there’. Right at 
that moment, walking through the middle of Glasgow, I prayed and asked 
the Lord’s forgiveness and for him to come back into my life, to guide me 
and show me the way to live. 
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I started searching for a church in Glasgow, but I didn’t find one that I 
felt settled in. Gradually as my time in Glasgow progressed I put less impor-
tance in my faith again. I would still come to GBC when home and would 
occasionally read my Bible or pray, but truthfully it was when I wanted or 
needed something that I would turn to the Lord. 

In 2009 I moved back home after getting engaged to my now husband, 
Kev. I moved back in with my parents while we saved for our wedding and 
our own house. I started coming back to GBC more regularly and then Jane 
asked me to come and help at Girls’ Brigade. I was quite hesitant at first, 
as still at that point my faith wasn’t overly important in my life although it 
was still there. Jane said to me if I could just help for a year then it would 
really help her out. (Word of advice: if Jane says this to you—don’t trust 
her! It’s five years later and I have just been commissioned as a GB officer!)

All joking aside, if it wasn’t for Jane asking me to do this I wonder 
what my faith would be like now. As I was becoming more involved in 
GB I started thinking more about my faith, what it meant, and why I had 
always drifted away from and back to the church. I was teaching these girls 
about the Bible and Christianity but wasn’t sure how I felt about it. I knew 
I believed the Bible and that Jesus had died to save me but I didn’t really 
live my life to show I believed this. I figured the only way to decide how I 
felt was to change my life and start to live as a Christian every day not just 
on a Sunday morning and a Wednesday evening. 

I started coming to church even more, I prayed regularly and started 
a daily reading plan to help me understand how the Bible applies to my 
life. As I went down this route I thought about the times that I had drifted 
away from the church and why I had allowed this to happen. I couldn’t an-
swer this until recently but going through the baptism course and thinking 
about my testimony made me realise something. In the past I only trusted 
God when things were good or when I wanted something from him. Out-
with this I went about life my own way with him as an afterthought. Now 
I realise that I have to trust in him for everything whether things are good 
or bad. As Proverbs 3:5–6 says, ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do and he 
will show you the path to take.’ This verse really speaks to me as it shows 
that God alone knows the path for me to take and I have to trust him in 
everything, not just when things are going as I want.
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I now pray because I want to, not because I want something. I come to 
church to praise and seek the Lord and learn more about him, not just to 
see my friends. I read the Bible so that I can learn his Word and live by it. 

I am not perfect—after all, I am human—but I try to live my life as he 
would want me to, and when I struggle I repeat Philippians 4:13 to myself: 
‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’ Life at times can, 
and will, be tough but instead of turning away from God in these times I 
will turn to him for support, encouragement and guidance. I now put my 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and trust in his plan for me. 
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  the grain game in indonesia 

One of our Elders, John Belton, paid a lightning visit to Jakarta, Indonesia, 
in November, to help develop the Grain Game ministry there. This report 
is extracted from Chip Riley’s blogs of the trip . .  .  

It was our privilege to present a mini-camp for the kids at the Rumah 
Angureh (House of Praise) Orphanage in the suburbs of Jakarta. We 

used ten different Grain Game demos. We hope to continue our work 
and to be able to send teams to Rumah Angureh many times again in the 
future. Please pray for all these special souls that God gave us the privilege 
of working with, especially a boy from the orphanage named Yosua who 
comes from a situation that is particularly difficult from the emotional 
standpoint.  

On Tuesday, 4 November, we made the 90-minute drive out to the city 
of Bekasi for a visit to the garbage dump that is the host site for some of 
Indonesia’s largest slums. The garbage landfill is one of the largest in all the 
world. It’s so big that 7,000 people effectively make homes in the dump so 

(Left to right): Jonny-B, Yusuf Lifire, William Strickland, Chip Riley 
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that they can scrape together a living digging out plastic bags and selling 
them to recycling companies.  

Men can earn about US$7 a day there if they work hard at it. Their 
homes are shacks built of old wood, tin, and plastic. A good percentage of 
their income goes to buy clean drinking water for their families. US$0.30 
will buy a gallon of acceptable water. US$1 will buy a gallon of higher 
quality water.

Our contact was a man named Yusuf Lifire who is originally from the 
island of Timor. From his home base in greater Jakarta, he now is planting 
churches and ministering to slum kids all over Indonesia. Yusuf’s efforts to 
minister here with the gospel are complicated by the fact that all the landfill 
dwelling families are nominally Muslim. To build trust relationships with 
these families, Yusuf’s first move is normally to build small community 
centres where kids can come for preschool and primary school education.

 What a blessing it was to visit with this great brother!  We played with 
some Muslim kids in one of the community centres. Then we had a time 
to share our visions . . . even 30 minutes 
in which Yusuf stood before a map of 
Indonesia and gave us the strategic 
lowdown on the all the 1,500 islands 
and 230 million people. Yusuf has a 
vision to reach them all and has asked 
us to come back for a round of camps 
and teacher trainings whenever the Lord 
makes it possible. After watching a few 
GG demos, his reaction was: ‘Can you 
come and train all of our teachers to do this? If you do, we can present 
the gospel in this way to kids here . . . and work our way toward all the 
poorest kids of Indonesia.’ My travel life is essentially booked full now, so 
I’m leaning shamelessly on Jonny-B and William to get back over here and 
get on with it!

 Pray for Yusuf as he goes forward with his richly anointed ministry.  
Pray for William and Jonny-B as they ponder this brother’s call for them 
to come back and to begin a partnership in this work—and as I continue 
to harass them.

Chip Riley
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promoted to glory

Our dear friend Chris West was laid 
to rest during a typical Lake District 

downpour, as family and friends gathered 
round the graveside in Pye Lane Cemetery, 
Grasmere on Friday 3 September. It was a 
privilege to be present. 

After almost a year battling the brain 
tumour which first became apparent during a 
trip to India the previous October (see faith@
work, December 2013, pp. 21-22), Chris had 
gone to be with his Saviour on the Lord’s Day, 
28 August.

The grave site (the small cross against the wall on the left) the day after the 
committal. Helm Crag—with its famous ‘Lion & Lamb’ rock formation 

(see Isa. 11:6)—in the background.
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He used to joke about the fact that he—a ‘mere’ Flight Lieutenant—
was now mixing with Generals, Brigadiers, and Admirals, while he 
served as Regional Team Leader, South Asia, for Military Ministries 
International. But he has now received the highest of all promotions, 
and outranks them all! 

At the graveside, words of comfort and hope from Psalm 23 and 
Revelation 21 were brought by David Anderson, Associate Pastor of 
Carrubbers Christian Centre, Edinburgh, where Chris had been an 
elder. The ‘will bes’ of the Apostle John’s vision are the present reality 
for Chris!

A moving and inspiring Thanksgiving Service was held at Carrubbers 
on Saturday 11 October, attended by several folk from the church. Chris 
had been a deacon at GBC before moving to Edinburgh in 1988. His life 
in aviation included service with the Royal Air Force, missionary work 
in Africa with Mission Aviation Fellowship, and time as a commercial 
pilot and administrator.

Please remember in your prayers Chris’s widow, June—who cared for 
him so devotedly during his illness—and his sons Simon and Jonathan, 
and their families.

‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord . . . Blessed indeed . . . that 
they may rest from their labours, for their deeds follow them!’ (Rev. 
14:13).

Colin & Sue Roworth
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‘once in royal david’s city’

Donald Roworth (the Editor’s cousin) contributes a series on ‘Favourite 
Hymns’ to the Cathedral News of Peel Cathedral on the Isle of Man, where 
he lives. We thank him for permission to publish in faith@work as well. 

Some great hymns can be used any day. Other hymns are more appropriate 
for specific times, and so become associated with them. In particular, 

Christmas is linked with carols, not just among regular church-goers but 
in the wider community.

‘Once in Royal David’s City’ is a Christmas hymn probably heard more 
out of church than in, through its ubiquitous broadcasting in high streets 
and shopping centres. For those who attend church at this season it has a 
special resonance, being traditionally associated with a hushed start to the 
Carol Service, with the first verse being sung in semi-darkness by a solo 
child’s voice. This tradition became established through the King’s College 
Chapel service of Nine Lessons and Carols, first held in 1918—not long 
after the Armistice—and broadcast annually from 1928 onwards.

This is yet another hymn from 
the productive pen of Cecil Frances 
Alexander (1818-1895), who wrote 
nearly 400 hymns, mostly for children. 
She was the wife of the Anglican 
Primate of Ireland, Archbishop William 
Alexander, and an active participant in 
his work, travelling with him throughout 
Ireland and working with children—a 
task to which she felt a particular calling. 
Many of her poems and hymns were 
written to help youngsters understand 
and remember the Christian message. 
Her first collection was published in 
1848 as Hymns for Little Children. 
Here ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ first 
appeared as a poem, and there it might 
have remained in relative obscurity.Mrs Alexander

[Portrait by W & D Downey]
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But an attractive and memorable tune makes a poem much easier to 
remember, and so it was that ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ gained an 
enduring popularity when Henry Gauntlett discovered it in 1849 and 
wrote the memorable tune Irby that we sing today—and that indeed has 
really been the only tune ever used for this carol.

Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876) was rather a child prodigy, 
becoming organist of Olney church (the church at which John Newton 
had ministered, 1764-79) at the age of nine, then playing at several leading 

The interior of St Peter & St Paul Parish Church, Olney. The organ played by nine-
year-old Henry Gauntlett was situated ‘on the former gallery under the West Tower 

arch’, in the background of this photograph. 

Amazingly, the Flight & 
Robson organ that  

Gauntlett played still 
exists in playable and 

virtually unaltered con-
dition (see the console, 

left). It was moved to the 
Congregational Church 
in Olney in 1891, and 

then to St Mary, Barby in 
around 1956  

— Don Roworth
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London churches and later being awarded an honorary D.Mus. by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. He is known to have composed over 1,000 
hymns and tunes; several are still in modern hymn-books, but none so 
popular as that for ‘Once in Royal David’s City’.

So this carol may indeed be a favourite and well-known, but what of its 
message? Does it still inform as well as delight, as Mrs Alexander intended 
when she was inspired to write it? The ‘City’ of the first line is of course 
Bethlehem (the birthplace of Jesus and of his ancestor King David); Luke’s 
Gospel tells us only that the Christ-child was laid in a manger, because 
there was no room in the inn. We know that this almost certainly would 
have been in a cave, not a ‘lowly cattle-shed’, but, wherever it was, what 
could be more natural than to place the baby in the ‘manger for his bed’ 
containing the soft hay for animal feed (not, incidentally, ‘straw’ as the 
Calypso Carol has it—although that does rhyme conveniently with ‘door’). 
Presumably there was another manger so the cattle could continue to feed!

To the popular mind this may sound comfortably cosy and twee—
especially when emphasised by the fairy lights and tinsel of modern 
Christmas decorations—but the key point is that our Lord and Saviour was 
born into the most humble of families, in the most basic of surroundings, 
where material possessions were almost absent. Throughout his ministry 
here on earth his most evident concern was for the poor, the oppressed and 
the dispossessed, and he could be frankly dismissive of those with power 
and material wealth. 

There have always been poverty and displaced peoples among the 
countries of the earth. The daily news constantly reminds us of this. So this 
Christmas, as we quite rightly celebrate the coming of Christ, let us remember 
that Jesus came to give and not to receive. As Cecil Alexander points out, 
‘he is our ... pattern,’ who 
‘feels for our sadness and 
shares in our gladness.’ 

Don Roworth

Plaque in Olney Parish Church, 
mentioning John Newton and 

Henry Gauntlett, amongst 
others. 
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  from the Treasurer 

Just to update everyone on the finances of the church, 
here is a list of the average offerings from August 

to November 2014. We also received £4473.75 for Gift 
Aid returns for July to September. Although we exceeded 
budget in September we did not meet the budget overall 
for the year.

Month Average weekly offering (£)
August 1591.63
September 1757.24
October 1611.58
November 1510.63
Budget £1754 per week

On the Office-bearers’ recommendation, it was agreed at the E.G.M. on 
18 November that as we did not reach budget for the year 2013/2014 
we would not increase the requirement from offerings for 2014/2015. 
The target for weekly offerings therefore stays at £1754.00.

Although we have not increased the offerings required, this does not 
mean that you cannot increase your offering if you feel God calling you 
to increase it.

It was also agreed that the offering from the Christmas Eve service 
would go to the Trussell Trust Food Bank and that the Christmas Day 
offering would go to Scripture Union (specifically for the work of Gavin 
Thomson).

Helen Clarkson 

The Aim of Faith

We must be forgiving, but forgiveness is not the end and the aim of the 
Christian faith; holiness unto the Lord is (2 Cor. 7:1, Eph. 1:4; 5:25-27).

John mAcArthur
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‘joseph’—a gb spectacular 

On Friday and Saturday, 9th and 
10th May 2014, the Girls’ Brigade 

put on three performances of Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat in 
Rothes Halls. Captain Jane Grant says, 
‘We did 3 shows over 2 days and sold 400 
tickets over the 3 shows. We made about 
£900 profit. With it we took all the girls 

on a trip to Blair Drummond Safari Park in June and the rest we are using 
for trips and outings.’ See if you can work out which part of the story is 
depicted in each scene — and how many people you can recognise!
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leadership restructuring  

As promised at the Church Meeting on 18 November, we include the details 
of the presentation made regarding the outcome of the elders’ and deacons’ 
recent ‘Away Day’ . . .  

A couple of months ago, our leadership team (elders and deacons) had 
a day away to prayerfully work through some things concerning the 

current and future direction of the church. We met in Pittenweem on 13 
September at the new premises of Coastline Community Church. A small 
part of our day was spent repenting of ‘building envy’ and gluttony (as a 
complete aside, did you know that the ‘wee chippy’ in Anstruther is just 
as good as—if not even better than—the world-famous Anstruther Fish 
Bar? Seriously. Don’t just take my word for it. Give it a try and see what 
you think!). But other than that I am thankful for our leadership team 
who took most of an entire Saturday to wade through biblical, theological, 
constitutional, and practical views of our leadership structure. 

Now, I know there are those who will be reading this who are completely 
new to our church and who don’t understand how things work, so let me 
just put things basically. You can read our Constitution if you want more 
insight and all the biblical references. The long and short of it is, Jesus 
Christ is the Lord and Head of his church. He leads his church by the 
Holy Spirit through the gathered saints. This is why we would in one sense 
be ‘congregationally governed’ or a church which practices ‘communal 
discernment’. This is why we have members’ meetings where the church 
is asked to affirm motions, approve the annual budget, etc. The church is 
not meant to be a democracy, where everyone gets an equal say, rather a 
theocracy where the Lord Jesus Christ speaks by the Holy Spirit through 
the unified voice of the gathered church. Keep that in mind when you 
‘vote’ on anything in your next members’ meeting. 

Equally, in God’s Word, and in the church, God has given us a few 
men whom he has called to shepherd, oversee, and lead the church. 
These are known in our church as pastors or elders. The terms are used 
interchangeably in the Scriptures, and just as a shepherd lovingly cares 
for, feeds, and leads a flock of sheep in the way to go, so elders are to lead 
with love, care, and consideration of where Jesus is leading the church. 
Our Constitution is clear on the elders’ responsibilities—not just to preach, 
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teach, disciple, visit, and care for people who are struggling, but also to be 
‘directing the church in evangelism, prayer, fellowship, and worship’ (GBC 
Constitution). 

Finally, God has given in the church deacons to serve the church. 
Deacons are men and women whom God has raised up to care for the 
practical needs of the church so that the elders can be freed to lead and 
shepherd the congregation by the Word of God and prayer. 

What did we discuss?
The main reason we met was to discuss the new way that we are going 

to function as a church with particular deacon roles. This ‘new structure’ 
isn’t really ‘new’ at all—in fact, what is changing is actually more closely 
in line with our current Constitution, and better enables the church as a 
whole to get involved in particular ministries. Don’t get me wrong—it is 
not as if we weren’t functioning as a leadership team before, but perhaps 
not to the best of our ability. Whilst our Constitution stated, ‘deacons shall 
serve under the direction of the elders, and the elders shall lead with the 
assistance of the deacons,’ this was almost being carried out in a completely 
hands-off way. It has only really been this year that the two groups met 
together somewhat consistently, and we realise just how beneficial it is to 
be ‘on the same page’. Additionally, various needs for further financial 

Elders
Jacob Brothers  |  John Belton

Gavin Thomson  |  Colin Roworth

•
Discipleship

Outreach/Evangelism
Worship

Fellowship
Prayer
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accountability have come to light, and thus we discussed proposed changes 
to this as well. We looked at the Bible and our current Constitution and 
made some of the following observations on our current practice:

Observations on current structure
1. According to our Constitution, deacons are to be appointed to care 

for particular administrative and practical affairs of the church. However, 
the deacons were all functioning as a team to decide on all matters in every 
area rather than on particular tasks. Is this the best way forward?

2. The current deacons have not all been chosen for their suitability for 
particular tasks as specified in our Constitution. How can we remedy this 
now and in the future? 

3. Elders have a responsibility to ‘[direct] the service of deacons in 
addition to leading with their assistance.’ How might they do this more 
effectively? What ‘job descriptions’ can they give to the current deacons 
with measurable and attainable goals? 

4. Elders have a responsibility to ‘discern spiritual gifts and abilities, 
equipping others to serve God and the church.’ What gifts, abilities, etc., 
do we see in the current deacons? What other needs of ministry do we see 
in our church? Where are other deacons needed?

5. As elders, overseeing the church, in what areas do we see needs 
and gaping holes to support the ministry? Finance, fabric, member care, 
support of the church’s organisations, co-ordination/organising evangelism, 
publicity, fellowship, preparing the building for services, and stewarding, 
etc.?  How might we better organise ourselves? 

6. Do we see others in the church whom the Lord may be raising up as 
potential deacons in these areas of need?

After talking through these things, it was proposed that the deacons 

Loma Robertson
(Administrator)

•
Administration Team
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now become ‘task-specific servants’ rather than a committee of decision-
makers responsible for all areas of the church at once. The following seven 
specific changes were proposed: 

Changes to Deacon Structure
1. Task-specific deacons are appointed and given authority and oversight 

for particular ministry areas as determined by the elders and themselves.
2. Specific tasks, expectations, and job descriptions, given by the elders, 

will be fulfilled by deacons with at least quarterly reports and evaluations 
at joint leaders’ meetings. 

3. Task-specific deacons will not normally do the work of ministry 
alone, unless the nature of the work mandates such. Deacons will normally 
gather and lead a team of Christians from our church to serve alongside 
them—those who have a passion and calling in that particular area of 
ministry. These people may already be serving in those particular areas of 
ministry.  

4. Task-specific deacons will be given the authority and responsibility, 
along with their team, to fulfil their ministry without needing approval 
from the other deacons.

5. Financial authority, responsibility, and accountability will ultimately 
lie with the deacons’ court as a whole. However, task-specific deacons will 
be given the responsibility (alongside and in liaison with the Treasurer) for 
financial purchases in their area of ministry responsibility. (See ‘Changes 
for Financial Accountability’ below.) Any purchases over £1000 must be 
approved by the deacons’ court as a whole unless budgeted. 

6. Deacons’ court meetings will only be called on occasion if necessary. 
Deacons will no longer meet to get approval or input about a particular 
ministry unless absolutely necessary. These decisions would have already 

Russell Robertson

•
Building Maintenance 

Team
incl. Health & Safety
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taken place in the eldership and in their particular ministry team meetings. 
Deacons could meet to report what work the Lord was doing in their 
respective ministries, and would meet for financial accountability if the 
need arose.

7. These changes would empower deacons and the church to more 
effectively do the work of ministry and serve where they are particularly 
passionate, gifted for, and called to. They would also empower the church to 
clearly know who to go to and how to get involved in particular ministries. 

At the same time, we instituted the following changes to the way 
finances are done in the church to ensure further financial transparency 
and accountability.  

Changes for Financial Accountability
1. An Annual Budget will be compiled by the Treasurer and set by the 

elders and deacons together, rather than by just the Treasurer and deacons. 
The Budget must be affirmed by the church. 

2. The deacons will continue to act as an ex-officio finance team for 
financial accountability. The new budget for 2014/2015 is laid out more 
according to these ministry teams so as to enable the church to see where 

Isobel Carlin

•
Senior Adults & 

Vulnerable Member 
Care Team

Helen Clarkson
(Treasurer)

•
Financial Team
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the particular categories of the budget fall within the whole. 
3. The church budget is now divided into specific areas of ministry 

with a task-specific deacon, or elders appointed to approve or deny all 
purchases in a particular area as it falls in line with GBC Constitutional 
oversight. (See ‘Ministry teams at GBC’ below.)

4. No purchases will be approved if made by any individual alone, 
including the Treasurer. Instead, a ‘Purchase Order system’ will be put in 
place for all purchases in the church not already budgeted or approved. 

5. If anyone wishes to be reimbursed for items, they must get approval 
from the appropriate task-specific deacon/elders, who will liaise with the 
Treasurer. A Purchase Order form must be approved and signed by the 
appropriate task-specific deacon/elders with oversight of that ministry, as 
well as the church Treasurer, and any necessary receipts, etc., supplied. 

These proposals pleased the whole group gathered that day, and there 
was a real sense of unity in direction. We have now begun making inroads 
to apply what has been decided. That day each deacon was assigned a 
particular ministry for oversight. The elders (in coordination with each 
task-specific deacon) have begun to write particular job descriptions for 
each deacon with expectations and benchmarks for the teams to oversee. 
Each deacon is looking for particular people in the congregation whom the 
Lord may be raising up to be part of their team of service. 

So What? What does this mean for the Church? 
You are probably reading this and saying, ‘What does this matter to 

me? I’m not a deacon or an elder. Why do I care?’ Well I can think of at 
least three things. 

I. Oversight of particular ministries on the practical side is now given by 
a particular task-specific deacon as follows:

Rebecca Beveridge

•
Media & 

Communication Team
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MINISTRY TEAMS at GBC

1. Administration Team (Loma Robertson, Administrator)

2. Financial Team (Helen Clarkson, Treasurer)

3. Building Maintenance Team—including Health & Safety (Russell 
Robertson)

4. Senior Adults & Vulnerable Member Care Team (Isobel Carlin)

5. Media & Communication Team (Rebecca Beveridge)

6. Building Preparation Team (David McNamee)

7. Adults & Families Team (David McNamee)

8. Stewarding & Welcome Team (Mark Grant)

9. Children’s & Youth Ministries Team (Mark Grant)

The areas of Discipleship, Outreach/Evangelism, Worship, Fellowship, 
and Prayer will continue to be overseen directly by the elders. 

Mark Grant

•
Stewarding & Welcome 

Team
Children’s & Youth 
Ministries Team

David McNamee

•
Building Preparation 

Team
Adults & Families Team



[35]

II. Task specific deacons will be praying for God to raise up people to 
be part of their teams. Where has God called you to serve? Where can you 
plug in? 

III.  Financial changes will mean greater transparency in the budget, but 
also will affect purchasing. If you want to be reimbursed for something 
bought for a ministry, that purchase will need to be approved by the deacon 
overseeing that ministry with a purchase order signed by the task-specific 
deacon and the Treasurer before any money is given. 

Our prayer through all of this is that the church might be better equipped 
with a structure to support the growing vine that the Lord is continuing to 
bless us with. We want to do everything to God’s glory to the utmost, and 
be in a better place to enable and empower the church to serve in the most 
effective way possible. We are sure it will take a while for these changes to 
come into being, but we pray that you, the church, would grasp this vision 
and be empowered to be the church—the ministers of God in this place. 

Jacob Brothers
 

CLERICAL
ASSISTANT
VACANCY

We are looking for an enthusiastic person to join our team as a clerical 
assistant in our Edinburgh office.

The duties are wide-ranging, and include order and payment processing; 
telephone answering and dealing with customer queries; working with our 
magazine subscription database and conference bookings; other general 
office tasks. The work is interesting and varied, and in a pleasant and friendly 
office.

Office experience would be an advantage but is not essential, as training 
will be provided where necessary.

This is a full-time position.

Application can be made by e-mail to info@banneroftruth.co.uk or in writing 
to The Banner of Truth Trust, 3 Murrayfield Road, Edinburgh EH12 6EL

The closing date is 15 December 2014.
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  y. f. in transition 

Extracts from John Belton’s Youth Fellowship Report for the AGM.

YF is currently in a period of transition in terms of both leadership and 
the kids we have the privilege of serving together.

Firstly the leaders. We are delighted that after a summer of excitement 
for Stephen & Sativa Galbraith, this young couple are answering God’s call 
on their lives to serve the young people in our church by taking up much of 
the responsibility of leading YF. It is my privilege to walk alongside them 
and to witness God’s growing grace in them.  

We have also been much encouraged by Mark Grant who has come 
on board the YF team, and delighted to welcome our own Joanna Pollock 
as a junior member—apart from lowering the average age of the team 
considerably she is serious about her walk with the Lord and is eager to 
serve him in serving these kids with us. 

My role continues to be the overall responsibility for YF for now, but 
as a new team emerges and God raises up others to serve in this ministry 
that will undoubtedly change. 

As for the kids . . . over this last year almost three quarters of our YF 
kids have left school and moved on out of the YF catchment age group. But 
God is raising up a new group of young people that he would have us share 
the gospel with . . . one of the most exciting things about this bunch is that 
most of these kids have come from completely unchurched families. Many 
of them do not know who God is far less who Jesus is and why he came. 

In view of this we have sought to go back to basics and teach them 
biblical truth such as that God created them, that he created them in 
his image, that he created them for relationship with him, that our sin 
destroyed any hope of relationship with God, that God had a rescue plan, 
that he sent Jesus to die for them, to take the punishment for their sin, and 
that God is calling out their generation to repent and follow Jesus. Where 
we are now with these kids is removing the rubble of false belief and the 
debris of a world view that denies God, that in its place we might begin to 
build a solid foundation for the truth of the gospel of Christ Jesus.

We had a wonderful time when we took 31 of these kids away for a 
weekend house party to Moffat and had good times teaching them the 
parables of the lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost and prodigal son. 
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God raised up a team to love them and serve them that weekend and we 
are grateful for all that extra help; in faith we are trusting him who can do 
more than we can ask or even imagine to use all of this to win them for 
his kingdom.

I want to record our deep gratitude for all your prayers for this work, 
without which we would achieve absolutely nothing. Those prayers are 
crucial and are vital in what is a spiritual battle for the hearts and minds of 
these youngsters. Satan desires to keep them in the bondage of lies and his 
design on them is to steal their lives, to kill any hope they may have in the 
living God, and ultimately to destroy them.

But Jesus’ words are much more powerful, ‘I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly’ (John 10:10)!

So would you please pray for the YF project these three things: 

1. That the Lord would protect and envision the leaders to build 
relationships with this group of kids that would count for the gospel.

2.  That we would be empowered and inspired by God’s Spirit to teach the 
truth and share the gospel with them in a relevant way.

3. That these kids would come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Saviour.

John Belton
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  friendship hour news 

It seems a long time since we started our session on Tuesday 2 September 
and it was interesting to stand outside GBC on that day to welcome 

Friendship Hour members who were arriving from all directions and by all 
modes of transport! You’ll see a few of them in the accompanying photos. 
Many of our friends have no church connections yet come regularly to 
enjoy and be challenged by our varied programmes.       

Sharing Summer Memories, 
enjoying a Harvest Meal and 
singing many of the old and new 
harvest hymns were some of the 
early topics, before welcoming 
a Church of Scotland minister, 
Rev John Murdoch from Upper 
Largo. One of the most amazing 
afternoons was when we watched 
a 3-year-old boy violinist playing 

Kuchler’s Violin Concerto in G with André Rieu; a 7-year-old pianist from 
Australia playing The Flight of the Bumble Bee on ‘Australia’s Got Talent’; 
and a young man, completely blind from age 12, climbing to the summit 
of Mount Everest!

Linda Ballingall, from the Glen-
rothes Heritage Centre in the Kingdom 
Centre gave an interesting talk on 
Old Glenrothes and encouraged us to 
visit the centre just up from Boots the 
Chemist. Well worth a visit!

We were able to send donations 
to two worthy causes since September—£150 to Tearfund for work in 
Ethiopia and £150 to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution after Roger 
Grundy from the Anstruther Lifeboat Station gave an illustrated talk on 
the work nationally and also of the local Anstruther crew.                                                          

November dates included a visit from Ruari O’Brien, who is studying 
at the Scottish Baptist College for the ministry. Ruari has worshipped with 
us a number of times in GBC.
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We were sad to lose one of our members recently, Stella Bremner, who 
is seen—in the picture on the back cover—arriving on the first day of the 
session.

Please remember the many members 
who join us on alternate Tuesdays. A big 
‘Thank you!’ to the team of helpers and 
servers who not only provide a  lovely tea 
but also leave the hall clear for the next 
organisation. After our Christmas Party, 
we restart for 2015 on Tuesday 6 January 
at 2pm. 

Eric Walls                                         
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  life story . . . 

An example of the patient work being done by Bethany Christian Trust to 
build ‘a hope and future in uncertain times’. From Bethany’s Spring 2014 
magazine. Contributed by Janet Milnes.

My name is Amy and Scott is my husband. Not long ago we were 
going through a really difficult period in our lives. We had a six 

week-old baby and a toddler aged two. The kids were put on the At Risk 
Register as the house had got in such a mess that it was deemed to be unfit 
for habitation. There was a request from Social Work to take the children 
away permanently. 

The social worker referred our family to Bethany Christian Trust, to 
their Edinburgh Visiting Support team. A worker came to carry out an 
assessment at the house and after that we were contacted by a support 
worker, Paul, who arranged to meet us. Paul accompanied us to meetings 
with the social workers. Even better than that, he was able to work with us 
to start to turn things round. We all sat down together and Paul was able 
to explain that the way I was acting was sending out the message that I did 
not care about my daughter. He gave me some examples. He brought up 
that fact that I had never been to the nursery with my daughter. 

Paul suggested that I attend the nursery to meet my daughter’s nursery 
teacher and show an interest in her learning and development. This was 
an amazing experience. We also worked together on a plan to sort out the 
house and get into a routine with the cleaning. We started to get on top of 
things; we made charts to show how often we interacted with our daughter 
in play, how often she was changed, etc. 

Paul supported us to apply to the Scottish Welfare Fund and we 
were able to secure funding for carpets and furniture for our bedrooms, 
enabling us to get our clothes tidied away. We have also had some issues 
with debt and high repayment rates for a long time. Paul referred us to 
CAP (Christians Against Poverty), who have helped us to make a payment 
plan which we are keeping to. This has reduced the amount of interest we 
need to pay and helped us to organise our repayments. 

The social worker told us this week he is now looking at having 
our children taken off the At Risk Register and minimising social work 
involvement. With the encouragement, help and support given we have 
come a long way in six months and are so grateful for all the help we have 
received. — THANK YOU, BETHANY!
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  think about it! 

Thoughts from John Newton (1725–1807) on a New Year 

Men build and plan as if their work were to endure 
for ever; but the wind passes over them, and 

they are gone. In the midst of all their preparations, or 
at furthest when they think they have just completed 
their designs, their breath goeth forth, they return to 
their earth; in that very day their thoughts perish . . .  
often death comes hastily, and, like the springing of a 
mine, destroys to the very foundations without previ-
ous notice. Then all we have been concerned in here 

(all but the consequences of our conduct, which will abide to eternity) will 
be no more to us than the remembrance of a dream. 

This truth is too plain to be denied; but the greater part of  mankind act 
as if they were convinced it was false: they spend their days in vanity, and 
in a moment they go down to the grave. What cause of thankfulness have 
they who are delivered from this delusion, and who, by the knowledge of 
the glorious gospel, have learned their true state and end, are saved from 
the love of the present world, from the heart-distressing fear of death; and 
know, that if their earthly house were dissolved, they have a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens!

Yet even these are much concerned to realize the brevity and  uncertainty 
of their present state, that they may be stimulated to make the most and 
the best of it; to redeem their time, and manage their precarious opportu-
nities, so as may most tend to the praise and glory of him who has called 
them out of darkness into marvellous light. Why should any that have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious wish to live another day, but that they may 
have the honour to be fellow-workers with him, instrumental in promoting 
his designs, and of laying themselves out to the utmost of their abilities and 
influence in his service? 

From a ‘Letter to a Nobleman’ (William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth), 
dated 20 January, 1775, in Cardiphonia. 

Editorial Note: Space forbids the inclusion of the next instalment of the life of 
John Thornton in ‘Connected by Grace’. We will take this up in the next issue.
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GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH, CHURCH STREET, GLENROTHES KY7 5ND
“to glorify God through worship and witness”

Sunday worship at 11:00 am and 6:15 pm.

Pastor:  Rev Jacob Brothers
   Tel. 01592 566784
   pastorjacobbrothers@gmail.com
Administrator: Loma Robertson

   Tel. 01592 569921
    russ.loma@hotmail.com

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work.
The Editor can be contacted at colin.roworth@gmail.com 

or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.

Front Cover: The marriage of Stephen Galbraith and Sativa Brothers, 9 August 
2014. Sativa was welcomed into church membership on 23 November. 

Arriving for ‘Friendship Hour’ 
Stella Bremner, who went to be with the Lord on 28 October 2014, is on the right. 

See also pp. 38-39.      

www.glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk 


