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THE PASTOR’S PAGES 
by Jacob Brothers (Lead Pastor) 

WELCOME TO THE ’20s! 

Happy New Year, and welcome to the ’20s! As 
we begin 2020, we anticipate not only what the 

Lord may have before us this year, but also all of  
this new decade. As you think back to ten years ago, 
what has happened in your own life? Where were you 
and what were you doing then? How has the Lord 
encouraged and changed you since? 

For the Brothers’ family, 2010 
marked the beginnings of  a calling 
to leave our homeland and all 
we knew in Kentucky and move 
to Scotland. It was in August of  
2010 that we came over to meet 
many of  you for the first time, 
seeking to discern whether the 
Lord was calling us here. Natalie 
and Emma were only six and four 
years old at the time. This January 
as they turn sixteen and fourteen 
respectively, it is amazing to see 
the transformation in them from 
little girls to young women. It is 
also amazing to think of  all the 
changes that have transpired in all 
of  us as a church (see page 2). 

As we think of  practical changes in our lives this past decade, I 
can’t help but wonder—how much spiritual growth has taken place? As 
a Christian looking back over this past decade, how much growth in 

aBove: Florida, June 2010; BeloW: Italy, 2019 



[2]

spiritual maturity has there been in your own life? Would your progression 
toward Christlikeness be as apparent as the physical growth of  children? 

OUR THEME VERSE FOR 2020 
As Glenrothes Baptist Church begins 2020, we are calling this ‘The 

year of  Discipleship’—a year to focus on our growth towards Christian 
maturity. Our theme verse for the year is Ephesians 4:15, “Rather, 
speaking the truth in love we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ”. We seek this year to leave our childish 
ways behind us, and to grow more and more towards maturity in Christ. 

Don’t get me wrong, it is wonderful to be known as children of  God! 
This is an amazing truth that we need to know and realise—that when 
we come to truly know Jesus, we are unconditionally loved by Almighty 
God who becomes our Father. He loves us, cares for us, protects us, and 

leFT: 
Baptismal service, 
Church Street, 
August 2010

leFT: 
Baptismal service, 
Falkland Way, 
August 2019
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even takes delight in us! We are accepted and forgiven, and blessed in the 
heavenly places with every spiritual blessing in Christ! He is for us and 
not against us! He blesses his children with good gifts. He will never leave 
us, nor forsake us! He even proves his love for us by disciplining us! Our 
loving Father is so gracious that no matter what we go through, these 
things have already passed his sovereign hands. The trials and tribulations 
that the enemy means for our destruction, our Father causes even these 
to work together for our good and his glory. All he does is good. And 
his Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are the children of  God! By his 
Spirit, we cry “Abba! Father!”. 

But God’s will for us isn’t that we just stay little children. His will is 
for us to grow up! 

How can we grow up? 
But we can’t grow up on our own. We can’t just “man-up” on our 

own. God has to do it! Before Paul instructs the Ephesians in how to 
“grow up”, he prays for them (Eph. 3:16-19), that

according to the riches of  his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded 
in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of  Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of  
God.

So, we see first and foremost that before we can “grow up” we must 
know Christ. We must know personally the love of  Christ in our own lives. 
We must be secure in his love, and in our relationship in him. We must 
know who he is, and who we are in him. In his prayer, Paul also reminds 
the Ephesians that it is God who is the one who does the work to help 
us grow up. He prays (Eph. 3:20-21), 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly that all we ask or think 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations forever and ever. Amen. 
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It is only through knowing, abiding in, and drawing closer to Christ, 
that we can do anything. 

What is a grown-up? 
But what is a spiritual grown-up? What would characterise a “spiritually 

mature” or “immature” person? I’m sure we all have opinions as to what 
maturity would look like. Perhaps we would think of  ourselves as mature. 
But what does God’s Word say?

Ephesians 4:15 starts with the word “Rather”. The context tells us the 
opposite of  what we are to be. In other words, this is what an immature 
child in the faith looks like:

1. “Rather”… Rather than what?  Rather than living like spiritual 
‘children’. From Eph. 4:14 —

- Rather than being tossed to and fro by the waves (knocked down by 
every trial); 

- Rather than being carried about by every wind of  doctrine (led astray 
by false teaching);

- Rather than living by human cunning (living according to human 
wisdom rather than God’s Word);

- Rather than following craftiness in deceitful schemes (being led astray; 
having self-centred motives).
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From Eph. 4:1-2 —
- Rather than walking (living) in a manner unworthy of  our calling in 

Christ;
- Rather than being proud, harsh, impatient, irritable, incompassionate; 
- Rather than refusing to bear with others, being unloving or unforgiving;
- Rather than living with divisions and strife, as self-centred, lone-rangers.
These are just a few of  the things that God tells us not to be, a sampling 

of  what God deems a childish or immature Christian to be. 
I wonder in our own lives, if  we stop and evaluate, what areas do you 

and I see that need to change? Where is the Holy Spirit calling us each to 
grow to maturity? 

What is the goal, then? 
What then is maturity?
2. “We are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ”.
- A child normally grows to become like their parents — so should 

God’s children! 
- The goal of  growth is into Jesus: becoming more “in” and like Christ, 

who is loving, patient, kind, full of  grace and truth. He glorifed his Father 
in all he did. 

- By faith in Christ, we have been united with Christ, and now we 
must grow in him!

- He is the head (this indicates that he is the head of  the body; he is 
Lord). 

3. “We are to grow up in every way into him” …
- Not just in a few areas where we are comfortable. Every part must 

follow the head. We must not be immature in certain areas, and somewhat 
mature in others. We must grow in Christian maturity in all areas, and not 
hold anything back. 

May the Words of  our mouths, and the meditations of  our hearts be 
pleasing in his sight! 

How do we get there? 
God has given us various means to help us grow, but primarily he has 

given us the Word of  God, as we communicate it to one another. 
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1. We need the church (other Christians) to help us grow. 
Paul says “we” are to grow up. This isn’t a one person thing — a family 

is required to help nurture a child to maturity! 
- The church leaders play a unique role (4:11-12) to minister the Word, 

but church health and maturity happens when each Christian takes part 
(4:16). We must all take part in God’s means of  growing together! 

- This means we must have a relationship with other Christians and be 
open to hear the truth, even if  it is not what we like or want to hear! 

2. We, the church, must speak the truth in love to one another. “Speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up …”

A. Speaking the truth — 
- Not just telling someone our opinions or thoughts on their life;
- Not just helping them to feel good about themselves or their 

situation;
- Not just advising someone in the same way their non-Christian 

friends would. 
- We are called and commanded to replace the lies with the truth of  

God’s Word!
We live in a day when the very nature of  truth is up for grabs—the day 

of  fake-news, when opinions over everything seem to permeate our daily 
routines. In this ever-changing landscape of  what it even means to be a 
human being, and how we should live, God’s unchanging Word as the 
bedrock of  truth has never been more relevant. People don’t just need 
to feel better about themselves in their own ignorance and in their own 
brokenness. They need the truth! 

- John 17:17, “Sanctify them by the truth; your Word is truth.” 
- John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
- Psalm 119:9, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding 

it according to your Word.”
- Romans 12:2, “Be transformed by the renewing of  your mind…”
- Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Lean not on 

your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will 
direct your paths.” 
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B. Speaking the truth in love-
- We must speak the truth of  God’s Word, yes! — but we must make 

sure that our heart, our motive, our desire is to truly love and care for 
others. Don’t just harshly speak the truth to ‘tell people how it is’. We 
must make sure we are truly patient, and kind, not envying, proud, rude, 
self-seeking, easily angered, keeping records of  wrong, etc. (1 Cor. 13). 
God commands us not to be like the Pharisees, and not to be ‘faultfinders’ 
and ‘malcontents’. We are commanded to first remove the plank from 
our own eyes so that we can graciously help someone else to remove the 
speck from their eye. 

- As we speak the truth, are we able to see the bigger picture, just as 
a child needs to be told and corrected (sometimes firmly)? With true 
discipline, God’s way must always be in love. 

This is difficult in this generation, as we live in a day when people 
think “no” is unloving. This is difficult today because any disagreement 
with a person’s own way of  thinking or living is seen as harsh judgment 
or authoritarianism. But God knows what is best for us. God has 
commanded us to not be afraid, but to speak the truth in love and to see 
him build us up as the body of  Christ in this way. Let’s not be afraid, but 
lovingly follow Christ. 

I pray that throughout this year, God would give us the grace and the 
patience to do this—to build up one another by speaking the truth in 
love. I pray that God would give us all opportunities to minister his Word 
to one another. I pray that by this time next year (let alone next decade)  
we would be able to see ourselves encouraged as to the ways God has 
grown us to maturity. I pray that we would be able to see it in one another 
and ourselves and rejoice in what God is doing. Indeed, “He who calls 
you is faithful! He will do it!”  

Your brother and pastor, 
Jacob 
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THE BRIDGE: THE GRAND OPENING 

Lottie Wright, widow of  the church’s first pastor, cuts the ribbon to declare The Bridge Café open. 

Saturday 21 December 2019  

Lottie’s RemaRks

The Journey of  Glenrothes Baptist Church from its beginnings
The year is 1956. Mr & Mrs Worton are living at 7 Well Road, Woodside 
and travelling on Sundays to Whyte’s Causeway Baptist Church in Kirk-
caldy. They talk about Glenrothes needing its own Baptist Church and 
decide to do something about it.

They ask the Fife Free Press to put a notice in their paper. It was an 
invitation to anyone in Glenrothes who would be interested in estab-
lishing a Baptist Church to come to their home on Thursday 15 March 
at 7:30pm. Only seven folk were present, but they made two decisions: 
(1) They would start a Baptist Church and (2) they would send a letter 
to Glenrothes Development Corporation asking for a site in the Town 
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Centre to erect a church building.
At that time Glenrothes consisted of  Woodside, Cadham, and the 

part of  Auchmuty that had been built. There was no Town Centre as we 
know it today. The houses were surrounded by farms.

On Sunday 15 April 
1956 the first service was 
held in the Army Cadet 
Hall at 7.30pm. Our family 
arrived here on 30 Decem-
ber 1957 in response to 
the invitation to Alex to be 
their minister.

I never met the Wortons. Soon after that first meeting the company 
Mr Worton worked for transferred them to another town too far away 
for them to commute back here. They played a major part in our history, 
but were not here to see the results of  what they had started. 

The church was now worshipping in their second location, Auchmuty  
School music room. It was a small congregation. I was surprised to learn 
that they had a vision of  a two-storey church building in the Town Cen-
tre, and that their Building Fund had now reached £5 with a target of  
£5,000.

At that time few married women worked outside their home and a 
normal take-home pay for men was £4 - £5 a week. Few received £10 
per week. Humanly speaking it looked impossible. But the church family 
believed God’s promise: “I will build my church, and the gates of  hell 
shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).

The congregation met to worship together. They shared their faith 
with others, sought ways to serve their community, and gave sacrificially.  
Each time our location became too small for us, we moved to a bigger 
building often using school halls for youth work as well.

There were two occasions when we were having difficulties in finding 
a bigger building:

● The first time the Glenrothes Development Corporation informed 
us that another group was looking for a smaller building and would we be 
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interested in swapping? We discovered it was our friends in the Episcopal 
Church and we were both very happy for this arrangement to go ahead.

● The second time was when that building became too small and in 
what was nothing short of  a miracle we found the building we now wor-
ship in, our sixth location.

Thanks to all those who made it possible. Thanks to all those who over 
the last 63 years have worshipped together and served this community.

A café was never in our original plans, but this new building makes it 
possible. What a wonderful building, far exceeding the vision our forefa-
thers had! Few of  them have lived to see this day but their contribution 
and that of  the present congregation helped make it possible.

God has taken his people on an amazing journey. When we drive into 
the car park and look at this wonderful building, I think about our first 
location and all the other buildings we have occupied. I just say, “Wow!” 
What an amazing God we worship—and to him be all the glory!

aBove: Café Manager Steven Beveridge (left) and Pastor Jacob Brothers address the company.
BeloW & FolloWing Page: The food awaits!   
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BeloW: The opening ceremony was followed by carol singing outside.
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RELOCATION PROGRESS: JUL 2019–JAN 2020

Work since the summer continued on Phase 3, preparing The Bridge Café for 
opening in December. The other main achievement has been the erection of  the 

main signage, with lighting, finally completed in January.     

CAFÉ AREA (23-29 JULY)

Ross Brown, Joiner — 
and some of  his handiwork, constructed from the old pews 

(the table is in the Mission House). 
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aBove: Preparing the zinc counter worktop.
righT: The cooker hood in place in the kitchen. 
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  ERECTION OF THE MAIN SIGNAGE (26–30 JULY) 
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aBove: The floodlit cross on 7 
January 2020

leFT: Some interested spectators!

BeloW: GBC from the far side 
of  the car park, with the new 

signage clearly visible. 
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    ODDS & ENDS (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER)

aBove: Robert Stevenson putting up 
shelving in the cleaner’s cupboard.

aBove: Signage for the Resource 
Centre and Connect Point...

leFT and BeloW: ... And for the 
second floor and upper stairwell.
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aBove: Like father ... like son! 

    WORK IN THE CAFÉ AREA (25 SEPTEMBER)

aBove & righT: 
At work on the chairs 
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    EVENING WORSHIP IN THE CAFÉ (3 NOVEMBER)

On the evening of  3 Novem-
ber, the congregation gathered 

in The Bridge for refreshments, 
praise, and fellowship — and 

to be introduced by Café 
Manager Steven Beveridge to 
the newly-appointed Barista, 
Craig Bruce, and his wife 

Rachel (left). 
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    PROGRESS IN THE CAFÉ (6-12 NOVEMBER)

aBove leFT: Jim Anderson painting the tables. ToP righT: The “soft seating” area. aBove 
BoTTom righT: Kids’ play area. BeloW: Stephen Dewar at work on the nail-and-string design.

aBove, leFT To righT: Associate 
Pastor Matthew Marshall, who has 
acted as Relocation Project Manager; 

Lead Pastor Jacob Brothers, and 
Café Manager Steven Beveridge.
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    ALMOST READY FOR OPENING (5-15 DECEMBER)
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Get 
that 
name 
out 

there!
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    THE BRIDGE OPENS TO THE PUBLIC, 16 DECEMBER

aBove: Steven meets and prays 
with staff  and volunteers just 
before opening the doors to the 

public.
righT & BeloW: “Come, for 

everything is now ready!”
BoTTom: The Editor’s first 

purchases — delicious!
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REMARKABLE! THE BRIDGE IS OPEN! 
by Matthew Marshall 

(Director, The GBC Bridge Limited)

In the last edition of  faith@work I exposited Acts 
17:16-34. I looked particularly at the example we 

see there of  the Apostle Paul in a Roman context 
doing mission and evangelism to the Gentiles. I 
drew parallels between his opportunities in Athens 
and ours in the Kingdom Centre. I also looked at 

his methods and encouraged us to consider how we might follow his 
example here through The Bridge Café.

Between that edition of  the magazine and this one, we have employed 
a whole staff*/volunteer team and begun trading as we opened up for 
business to the town. What has transpired between then and now has been 
nothing less than remarkable. The stories and testimonies of  how God has 
moved through The Bridge should encourage us to ever more action. 

More than half  of  the guests that use the café are from outside our 
normal sphere of  interaction. They don’t identify as Christians and many 
have no experience of  church at all. What is hugely encouraging is that 
they feel welcome to come and use The Bridge as they would any other 
café, and know that there are no strings attached. Some have even made it 
their “regular” and seem to feel very much at home. The atmosphere has 
become something of  a talking point — a warm and homely place that 
keeps you hanging around longer than you had planned seems to be the 
experience of  most. Even though we are clearly unashamed about who we 

*Staff of The GBC Bridge Limited (at startup)
Café Manager – Steven Beveridge

Kitchen Manager/Cook – Lorraine MarShaLL

Barista – Craig BruCe

Café Baker – aManda MarShaLL

Site Assistant (Cleaner/Bookings Manager) – Karen MCKaig
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are as Christians — with scripture on the wall (see pp. 20, 22) and in the 
menu (below) — it doesn’t seem to put folk off. There has been the odd 

comment however about the Christian music not being to their taste, but 
then again many Christians could possibly identify with that!

Things have not all been smooth sailing however. There have been a 
number of  challenges, not least with the things you would expect when 
starting up any business from scratch. Steven has worked hard at building 
healthy relationships with our suppliers. There have been a number of  
teething problems with ordering, receiving, and even getting the right 
kinds of  products at the right size. Imagine ordering fresh basil and then 
receiving a packet the equivalent size of  50 normal bunches of  basil, or 
ordering cheddar cheese and receiving a 10kg block! These things are 
working out slowly but surely through the hard work of  the staff  team. 
Amanda has needed to be very gracious in her work as the Café Baker. 
It soon became apparent that you could not bake and cook at the same 
time in such a very small kitchen, which meant that she would not be 
able to do her work during the peak hours of  food preparation in the 
morning and service at lunch time. As the team got to grips with what 
the busy times were and what kind of  things people wanted to buy to eat 
and drink, they tried different hours, trying to accommodate everyone 
while at the same time achieving the goals of  the café — no easy thing! 
A good problem to wrestle with has been the encouraging demand for 
seats in the café. There have been many lunchtimes when we have had to 
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turn people away for a simple lack of  seats!
Things have since settled down into a nice rhythm of  steady trade 

throughout the day. The board of  directors had set a budget for the year 
with expected expenditure and income. The picture is still vague with it 
being early days, but the income from trading has been consistently above 
the expected average which is encouraging. This takes away the pressure 
to focus on finances and feel the need to drive the café forward toward 
income and money demands, and allows us to alleviate the pressure on 
staff  and keep the relational evangelism at the fore. It also means that 
we have been able to add a couple more members to the staff  team. 
Justin McKaig is now on staff  as the part-time Kitchen Porter. He is 
responsible for pot washing and keeping the kitchen environment clean 
and hygienic. And Eileen Cameron is now working as part-time Café 
Assistant. This means she assists in the running of  most aspects of  the 
café operation from front-of-house service to being the barista making 
the coffee. In the coming weeks we would love to take on yet more staff  
to allow us to expand opening times into some evenings, and giving us 
the opportunity to do some evangelistic-style evenings, e.g. Big Question 
nights or Christianity Explored.

There are so many amazing stories of  how God has been making 
himself  known through the ministry of  The Bridge. It’s incredible how 
open and willing-to-be-vulnerable people seem to be there. It’s funny 
because Jacob and I have both remarked how this isn’t just the case 
among those from outside the church but with folks from GBC too. 
There seems to be something about the atmosphere and context of  
coffee-drinking that just takes away some of  the defences that people 
normally have up. I’m certain this is fundamentally down to the place 
being bathed in prayer prior to opening, and the continuing faithful 
prayers of  the saints since trading began. So much so that Jacob and 
I are currently trying to find a way for us to be one day a week each 
generally working from within the café. This allows us to be on hand 
for conversations, questions, and pastoral care as the Lord brings these 
opportunities about. We will communicate what this might look like as 
the elders discern the details. 
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There have already been a number of  new faces at church services 
since we opened, and these come from initial visits to The Bridge. We 
need to make sure that the warmth of  Christian hospitality people 
experience down in the café is authentic and consistent in the church 
gathering too. This means we need to look out for new faces and make 
them feel at home among us, not forgetting that they are never truly 
‘at home’ among us until God stirs them to respond in repentance and 
faith to the good news about Jesus that we share in our conversations 
with them. This is a work of  God’s Spirit, but we know that God uses 
means to accomplish this, and in our case, these means are you and me. 
Likewise the café is not a community in and of  itself; it is the first half  
of  a bridge that leads across into the community of  faith called the body 
of  Christ, the church. Our prayer and desire is that those who come 
onto the first half  of  the bridge, the café, would not stay there for ever. 
Rather, we pray they would bit-by-bit, conversation-after-conversation, 
inch their way further over until at some point, through someone from 
the other side, they would be by faith converted from death to life and 
adopted into the body of  Christ as a child of  God. Some however will 
never make that crossing. We should never presume to force or push and 
insist on it. People must feel safe to come onto the bridge and perhaps 
spend years staying there enjoying coffee and cakes with a real sense of  
there being no strings attached. We must let God in his sovereignty stir 
them to inch further as he leads. We just need to be faithful when we see 
that begin to happen. 

This is the purpose and vision of  The Bridge and we would do well 
to never forget it. The temptation to be distracted with the pursuit of  
other goals is always going to be there. Instead a single-mindedness in 
pursuit of  the lost through the means of  grace God has given us to share 
his gospel and love with a needy world will be our stay. Let’s hold one 
another accountable in these pursuits and pray that God would truly do 
something remarkable for his glory and the expansion of  his kingdom 
here in Fife.
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 BAPTISMS 

“I believe in God and I want to follow his commandments, and part of  those 
commandments is to be baptised.”

Joanne Anderson
Baptised by Jacob Brothers & Mike Montgomery     

On the morning of  25 August 2019 a baptismal service was 
held for seven candidates.     
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Robert Stevenson Jnr.
Baptised by Jacob Brothers & Mike Montgomery     

“I know there is a God; I have experienced him. I still struggle, but I’m under-
standing more of  God’s Word ... I believe baptism is the next step in my faith; 
I’ve been putting it off  for far too long!”

Emma Brothers
Baptised by (Dad) Jacob Brothers & Mike Montgomery     

“I was scared of  committing my life to God because that’s a big thing. One 
night it clicked: it’s about having a relationship with God. Everything made 
sense. I prayed and asked God to come into my life.”
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Mattie Montgomery
Baptised by (Dad) Mike Montgomery & Matthew Marshall    

Elijah Marshall
Baptised by (Dad) Matthew Marshall & Mike Montgomery     

“The Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven to save all his children by 
dying on the cross for our sins. Jesus has taken my sin away – all of  it. I want 
to show others that I am his [by being baptised].”

“Jesus is my Lord and my Saviour, the Son of  God, the Creator, and I believe 
that he died on the cross for my sins. I trust him as my Saviour and Lord.”



[30][30]

Chloe Morrison
Baptised by Matthew Marshall & Mike Montgomery     

“Jesus is God’s Son. He sacrificed his body for my sins; three days later he rose 
again and he will come back one day. He is my Saviour.”
Petrie Farmer
Baptised by Matthew Marshall & Mike Montgomery     

“Jesus found me. He started to come into my life ... I repented and asked for 
forgiveness. He actually forgives me! ... I want to be baptised to show the world, 
and our dear Lord, that I am turning my back on my old life and becoming a 
new person, placing my faith in the Lord Jesus totally.”
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...and, of  course, afterwards there was cake!     
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And on 1 December 2019 ...     

Sophie Rodgers
Baptised by Matthew Marshall & (Dad) Steve Rodgers    

“I have sinned and fallen short of  the glory of  God ... He has already taken 
away all of  those things I had done because he died on the cross for me; I can 
stand up and say, ‘This is my God’. I am going to continue to be obedient to God 
in baptism and listen to what he is telling me and following what he has for me.”
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 WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
4 AUGUST 2019

Left to right: Leona & Mark Spiers, Jim & Eileen Cameron, 
welcomed by John Belton 

Emma Brothers, welcomed by
Gavin Thomson

1 DECEMBER 2019 (all following baptism, see pp. 27-32)


Chloe Morrison, welcomed 
by Gavin Thomson
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Elijah Marshall, welcomed by
Gavin Thomson

Joanne Anderson, welcomed by 
John Belton

Robert Stevenson Jnr., 
welcomed by Colin Roworth

Petrie Farmer, welcomed by 
Jacob Brothers
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The Peace of  Christ

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your peace.
I yield my life to You with no 
hesitation;

Rule over me day and night, my God.
You are worthy of  all my appreciation.

There is no greater joy than in submitting
My life to You, for You died for me.
I am thankful to You, my Saviour—
You paid for my sins, setting me free.

There is no greater joy than to be 
obedient

To Your plan for me and to be obedient
to You.

You knew long long before creation
A beautiful revelation so richly true.

I shall teach about your teachings,
Demonstrating Your love each day.
Your promises I guard inside of  me.
Your Word stood then and still today.

My soul and spirit sing in harmony,
Lullabies of  Hallelujah, lullabies of

Amen—
Thanking You and the Father for saving
A sinner like me for eternity in heaven. 

Everything I do shall be for Your glory;
Everything I say shall be in Your name.
Son of  God the Father, I live for You,
For You are my only claim to fame.

hazel mcgonagle

Sophie Rodgers, 
welcomed by Matthew Marshall
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  CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 
by Gavin Thomson 

(Children & Youth Pastor)

There is much to give God thanks for as we 
look back at 2019. We saw the start of  the 

Sunday Nursery class for 3- and 4-year olds with 
a great team of  leaders working with the children 
using The Gospel Project material that Sunday School 
also uses. We saw the launch of  four new groups 

on Wednesday evenings, all coming under the name “Illuminate!”, but 
separate groups for primary and secondary girls and boys. Many of  the 
previous leaders at Girls’ Brigade have continued to be involved, led by 
Jane Grant, and a whole new team of  men has formed to lead the boys’ 
groups. 

Other groups have continued to run, from Crèche and Toddlers for 
the youngest, Sunday School for those in primary school, up to Equip 
and Banter for those of  high school age. We are thankful to God for his 
provision of  leaders and for bringing along a wide range of  children and 
young people with whom we are able to share the gospel. 

Also in 2019 the summer holiday club was re-started (see the 
photographs on pages 38-42) which was a great launch pad into many of  
these weekly activities.

 As we now look forward to 2020 please join with us in asking God 
to add to the team of  leaders and helpers working with the children and 
young people this year. We also have a number of  special events to look 
forward to and pray for: 

31 January–2 February: 7 children from P5–P7 connected with 
various GBC ministries will be attending the SU Scotland weekend camp 
at Lendrick Muir. They will be there along with around 100 other young 
people. Also at the camp to be a part of  the team will be Sophie Rodgers, 
Ruth Murray, Colin Brown, and Gavin Thomson, and Stephanie Simcock 
will be helping with the catering. Please pray for the gospel to be heard 
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and take root, and for all of  us who go along to know God better through 
all that happens. 

12–14 June: We are planning to take those of  high school age away for 
the weekend to the Highlands. The planning is at an early stage with only 
the date and venue booked; please pray for the planning of  this event. 

9–14 August: These are the planned dates for our holiday club at 
GBC. It would be great this year if  we were able to run some activities 
for teenagers as well as those for primary school children. 

Please do pray about how you could be involved. Please continue to 
pray that many children and young people would come to follow Jesus in 
their younger years, and pray for those who are Christians as they stand 
for Jesus in their schools and with their peers.

Whiting Bay in 2020 
We look forward in 2020 to picking up old friendships and making new 
ones in Whiting Bay. Already I have spoken to several people at GBC who 
are interested in joining the team; it would be great to have even more! 

In February (14–16) we have our reunion weekend where team 
members from last year will come and work with the children and young 
people for a weekend. The team will travel over to Arran on the Friday, 
we’ll work with the children on the Saturday, take part in the local church 
service on Sunday morning, and have some more time with the children in 
the afternoon, before, hopefully, getting the last boat back to the mainland. 

After that our attention will turn to the summer activities when we 
plan to be in Whiting Bay from 18 July–1 August. We’d particularly value 
your prayers as we look to bring a team together. We also ask God’s help 
as we seek to re-engage with the teenagers in Whiting Bay. We have had 
a strong teens programme for years but most of  these have now reached 
the end of  our age range. Please pray that new teenagers would come 
along to the activities. 

Thanks for your support for this ministry. We look forward to seeing 
what God will do in 2020. 

Gavin and Joanna Thomson
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Summer Holiday Bible Club 12–16 August 2019
(A selection of  photographs) 

leFT & 
BeloW: 
Rehearsals 
for song and 
drama.
Below leFT: 
Getting the 
props ready.

aBove: Morning prayers
leFT: The red carpet awaits
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aBove leFT: Preparing the snacks. aBove righT: Group time

aBove: Learning John 3:16-17

aBove & righT: 
Everyone gets engrossed in the 

ongoing drama
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aBove: Good use was made of  the Games Hall (left) throughout the week. 
The Conference Room was used for craft activities.

leFT & 
righT: 
A visit 

from two 
F C 

Barcelona 
players!
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The adults found lots of  silly 
things to do ...

aBove: Mattie — her life in their hands!
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leFT: 
That’s over! 
Time to 
catch up 
on social 
media!

righT & BeloW: Rapt 
attention to the Bible story.
MON–Creation
TUE–David & Goliath
WED–Daniel in the lions’ 
den
THU–Birth of  Jesus
FRI–Death & resurrection 
of  Jesus
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  TREASURER’S REPORT 
by Andy Beveridge

Weekly Offerings

The average weekly offerings for July-December 2019 
were as follows:

Month Average weekly offering (£)
July 2019 2816.43
August 3056.36
September 2557.28
Budget £2615 per week
October 2664.47
November 2729.00
December 2320.18
Budget £2933 per week

Thank you to everyone that has generously contributed towards the 
general offering figures. Offerings have been substantially below budget in 
our new financial year, starting in October.

Gift Aid Returns
Gift Aid Returns were as follows for the General Fund:

 April-June     £6201.75
 July-September    £6515.53
 October-December  £5890.54

Gift Aid Returns were as follows for the Relocation Fund:
 April-June     £5257.50
 July-September     £142.50
 October-December   £142.50

Thank you to all of  you who give by this means, allowing us to claim 
a further 25% on your donations from HMRC. Please speak to me if  you 
are a taxpayer and would like to contribute in this way.  
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Extraordinary General Meeting
At the Church EGM on 22 October 2019, the proposed income 

budget of  £152,515 for Annual Weekly Offerings (£2933 per week) was 
accepted by the church, but, as noted above, this has not been met in any 
of  the months so far this financial year. 

VAT payment to Eco Alba Ltd.
At the AGM on 21 May 2019 the church voted in favour of  making a 

payment of  £12589.50 towards Eco Alba Ltd. after the company was hit 
with a large VAT bill from HMRC as a result of  charging the wrong VAT 
rate for the work they did for us on the heating systems they installed. I 
can confirm that this amount has now been paid in full and the cost has 
been split 50:50 between the General Fund and the Relocation Fund. 

New Scottish Hymns Band Concert
The offering at the concert in aid of  Tearfund on 19 December 2019 
amounted to £789.64. This has been rounded up to £800. 

Christmas Eve/Day Offerings
A very generous £1260.41 was collected between the Christmas Eve 

service (£975.13) and the Christmas Day service (£285.28) this year. 
This money is to be split three ways between Callum King (Romania and 
Lesbos, Greece), Luke & Helen Higdon (GoCorps, USA), and Bethany 
Christian Trust.     

Pete, Ellen, Rich, and Gus of  New Scottish Hymns Band in action at the concert
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 OUT AND ABOUT



 ROMANIA MISSION TRIP, 26 JULY–3 AUGUST 2019

PARTY IN THE PARK, 17 AUGUST 
Well, not exactly a park, but the grassy area between Iceland and The Food Warehouse. 

Battling for the ball!

Some of  the Mission Team who led a programme for over 50 children (7-12 years old) 
at Friendship Camp, Romania in the summer. 
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clockWise From ToP leFT: 
Marquee-wrestling; food, glorious 
food; praising God; keeping warm; 
Gamesmaster Steve Rodgers in action; 
John Belton proclaiming the gospel; 
songs for the kids.
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DEDICATION


MARSHALL 
CAMPBELL 
BEVERIDGE 
with parents 
Andy & Rebecca, 
and sister Lucille 
— and Uncle 
Matthew, 
27 October 2019.

BABIES!

Kevin & Sarah Gilfillan 
with Thomas Elliott, 
born 24 July 2019 — a 
brother for Ethan.

Dairis & Daniela 
Koncevics with Samuel, 
born 23 October 2019 — 
a brother for Artis.
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80TH BIRTHDAYS


THE WARRENDER WEDDING

Loraine Warrender, daughter of  Bruce & Joyce, married Francesco Valente of  Italy 
on 15th September 2019 at St Mary’s Church, Dalmahoy, Edinburgh. 

Isobel Carlin (above, with friends at The Tipsy 
Nipper restaurant) and Ella Walls (right) 

celebrated their 80th birthdays in 
September and December respectively. 
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In September we said farewell to the 
Higdon family, as they left us for 
Alabama, where Luke & Helen have 
been fund-raising to support Luke’s 
new post with mission agency GoCorps. 
GoCorps help Christians invest the first 
two years of  their career in global service 
for the kingdom of  God. We praise God 
that they have now secured full funding!

FAREWELLS

In November we said (a temporary)
farewell to the Montgomery family, 
as they returned to the USA to renew 
their visas. By the time you read this, 
they will be back! 

DEACON RETIRALS/PRESENTATIONS


leFT:
Mark Grant, 
1 September.
righT: 
Isobel Carlin 
and Russell 
Robertson,
22 September.
“Well done, 
good and faith-
ful servants!”



Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work.
The Editor can be contacted on 07977 234046 or at 

colinroworth@glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk

Some of the good things available in The Bridge Café on its Grand Opening Day, 
Saturday 21 December 2019. See also pp. 8-11.      
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