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THE PASTOR’S PAGES
by Matthew Marshall, Associate Pastor

W

hat a year it has been! This time last year we
had only just begun to gather in our new
location as the regular place of worship! This time
last year we still had a £200,000 target for Phase 2
ahead of us! This time last year we wouldn’t have
even dreamed to be in a position of inducting a
third pastor who would be set aside for children and
youth ministry! I hope you notice those exclamation
marks. They help me communicate the passion and
excitement with which I write those statements.
They are statements that point to our unimaginably awesome God, who
has not only done amazing things in us, but also in a very evident way
among us! What an amazing God we serve!
One thing we did know in advance was that Jacob’s sabbatical was
coming up this year. This meant that Jacob would be stepping aside from
his normal duties as Senior Pastor to focus on reflection and studies
through the months of June, July, and August (see pages 8-12). The
Lord has been good to us during these months, with a range of visiting
preachers blessing us from God’s Word.
Romanian Holiday
Our
annual
family
holiday in Romania was an
absolute joy as always for
us. It involves us returning
to our home over there to
visit with neighbours and
friends in the village where
we ministered for eight
years as a family. It’s always
a special time to catch up
[1]

with the elderly couple that lived right next door to us and became like
family during our time bringing up the kids there. Gita (gee-tsa) and Feli
(fe-lee) together with her mother would help us with everything from
baby-sitting and teaching us how to cook Romanian food to simply living
like local Romanians. They are a traditional Orthodox Christian family
that adhere to the strict religious traditions of the Romanian Orthodox

Church but have no personal faith in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour and
Redeemer. This has always been a struggle for us over the years, to bear
witness to Jesus in how we lived, talked, and served them, and the Lord
has given us many providential conversations and opportunities to pray
with them—but as yet no profession of faith or discernible evidence of
grace at work in their lives. However, we always relish the times we have
with them, to pray for them and to love on them when we visit.
Another great encouragement for us is
to visit and catch up with Callum King (a
Glenrothes Baptist Church partner missionary
to Romania). Callum originally visited
Romania on summer mission trips with GBC
youth. He then graduated from university and
joined us as a ministry intern for the summer.
He eventually responded to a call from God to
labour among the people of Romania with the
gospel. When the family and I left Romania to
[2]

return to Scotland and take up the call to share in the pastoral ministry at
GBC, Callum took over my place as ministry coordinator for the projects
in Romania. By God’s grace Callum has gone on to start a number of
new ministries and develop the ongoing ones as the Lord has given him
opportunity. For example, as the European refugee crisis erupted in the
winter of 2015, Callum was instrumental in connecting a huge response
from the churches in Romania to the front lines in Serbia and Greece. We
even sent a delegation from GBC in the following March.
We also enjoyed spending time up at Friendship Camp and letting
the kids participate in the camp programmes that were going on, while

we watched on and were greatly encouraged by all that the Lord is doing
there to bear gospel fruit in the lives of the hundreds of kids that attend
each summer.
Finally, one of the causes of much excitement in our return to
Romania is to worship our Saviour together with our old church family
in Arad. This is the fellowship that sent our first construction team (of
19!) when we began the work in Unicorn House. It’s always a special time
for us to reconnect with them and join with them in worship. The Lord
is doing an amazing work in Romania through that church fellowship.
They recently opened up the new construction where the church now
worships. This construction also serves the function as a training centre
for Romanian church planters to be equipped and sent out throughout
Romania establishing gospel witness in the many places where there is
none. Since its opening last year, they have sent out 15 church planters and
[3]

seen 9 churches planted! The church has also seen 50-60 new believers
baptised every year for the past 5 years and the Sunday gatherings have
swollen to over 1200 each Sunday—so much so that they had to ‘adjust’
the new worship space that is due to be completed this coming spring
since it wasn’t big enough! Praise God for what he is doing among the
nations and how he gives us the opportunity to be a part of it all.
Relocation Update
While I have been taking up the extra strain of ministry over the
summer during Jacob’s sabbatical, David McNamee stepped into my
role as acting Project Manager for the ongoing construction works at
church. If you recall where we were at the beginning of June and take
a look on the second floor now, you’ll be amazed at the work that has
been completed (see pages 13-22)! It’s amazing to stop and reflect on just
how far the Lord has brought us; how he has blessed us with so many
providential contacts, resources, and tradesmen from within the church.
It’s an amazing story of his grace towards his people. We need to be
faithful to tell the story to his glory.
Over the summer there has been an army of people labouring away
to accomplish the progress you can see there. Russ Robertson has been
spending two or three days a week painting and decorating and has
regularly been seen covered in white dust from sanding the walls (at first
glance you could be forgiven for thinking he’d gone grey early from the

stress of it all!). Ross Brown has been doing his usual of just about a
bit of everything, from hanging doors to fitting toilet cubicles, and we
could not be more thankful to the Lord for the provision of his service
among us. Robert Stevenson has been another hero on the second floor.
[4]

He is a joiner by trade and has taken on the task of skirting boards,
facings and window sills throughout, and has done an amazing job of it.
If ever you thought the Hospitality Team was good at catering for special
dietary requirements, don’t be fooled into thinking the same applies for
us guys—we’ve done a terrible job of making sure Robert was well fed
and looked after throughout the summer, but he never once complained
and always got the job done regardless! There have been so many other
heroes of the Relocation Project beside
them: Stuart and Kat keeping everywhere
tidy and clear; Sandie Dobie cleaning just
about everywhere; Jo Halsall making things
happen; Moira Pollock and her gift of gloss
painting; Sandra Galbraith, Sue Roworth,
Anne Grieve, Margaret Cowan, Betty
Morran, and many other ladies helping
to evacuate rubbish out of the building;
Ian Mahaffy sanding and prepping walls
and doors for painting; Ann Laing filling
in gaps doing whatever is needed. Mike
Montgomery hanging all the ceilings; David Belton Jnr. laying all the
flooring.
When you stop and think about all who have been involved and all
that has been achieved, you can’t help but praise God for all he is doing
in his church!
So what about the things yet to be done?
Solar Electricity System:
We are in the process (first week of September) of taking delivery
of the parts for the solar system. This comprises of 176 individual solar
panels, the bases that hold them down on the roof, and three beautiful
TESLA batteries. The way this system will work is by taking energy from
the sun through the panels, feeding it into the building as we use lights
and sockets etc., then the surplus will be stored in the batteries that will
provide power for us in the evening, night, and morning when the sun
isn’t shining. If there is any extra after all this has been taken care of, we
[5]

will sell that electricity to the power-grid and make an income from it. On
top of all this, we should receive a quarterly rebate from the government
for producing eco-friendly power.
So far over the past year we have used an average of 74 Kwh/day
(units of power consumed over a given time period). This system we are
installing should produce 150 Kwh/day on a sunny day in the summer.
As you can see, we should easily be able to cover our energy needs and
much more during the summer, and hopefully cover what we need
during the winter. When all is said and done this system should mean we
have almost no electricity costs throughout the year for the running of
the new building! Praise God for that and for his provision of the 75%
funding through F.E.T!
Cross and Signage:
I’m sure you share in my frustrations over the external signage and
cross. It’s been a long time in coming, and every time I think we’re
making some meaningful progress, it all gets held up again. The problem
is the challenge we have had over the fixing system for the cross to be
mounted on the wall above the entrance to the church building. As you
can imagine, you can’t just use a few screws to attach a 20ft-high cross
above cars and pedestrians. However, progress has been made and we
now have all of the drawings, suppliers, and methods in place; we just
need our main contractor who will be lifting the cross up into place to
respond and set a date for the work. Please pray with me that we would
see the Lord work in his time on this, and that we will have the patience
and courage to be the signage while we wait on the signage being in its
proper place.
[6]

Phase 3 area and Transition Team:
Now that we do not have to enter the building through the ground
floor of the octagon, we can take the time to think clearly about what
this opportune space will be used for. The Transition Team have begun
their epic task of thinking and praying through how we will use the
building God has given us to best serve the vision and aims of the church
fellowship. The team are doing an amazing job, and be assured of the
hard yards that are being put in thinking through the technical details,
the practical implications, and the spiritual aims of the proposal they will
bring to the membership at the winter business meeting. We don’t know
exactly what that space will look like and be used for yet, but one thing
we are sure about is the desire God has given us as a church to see it be
a hub of overt gospel witness in the heart of the town. When I look at
the standard and finish of the rest of the building, I can’t help but be
filled with excitement and anticipation for what God is going to do on
the ground floor when it functions as the access point for the town to
the church.
And so the summer has come to an end, and we have picked back
up into our usual routines with our usual areas of service in the church.
Perhaps this next season of church life is going to be anything but
‘usual’? Perhaps as we stop and look back and see God’s abundance and
favour towards us, we can begin to look ahead with renewed passion
and excitement at what he has done all of this for. What will the days
ahead look like in GBC as we begin to use the new spaces we now have
and as we begin to apply our energies to the real work of ministry rather
than renovating a building? The answer to that question I cannot give
you, but I can point you to the One who does know. Let’s be mindful
that this is the Lord’s church; we are his bride and he is washing us in
his Word as he prepares us for that day when we will meet with him for
the great marriage supper of the Lamb. In the meantime we must be
all about prayer and the work of ministry that he has called us to here
in Glenrothes—making disciples and teaching them to obey all he has
commanded—and he will be with us until he returns!
[7]

SABBATICAL, 2018

F

by Jacob Brothers, Senior Pastor

or the past 3 months, I have been on sabbatical from pastoral
ministry. This has been the first sabbatical I have ever taken—having
begun full time pastoral ministry 17 years ago (and at GBC since 2011).
The purpose of a minister’s sabbatical—now standard for most—is not
merely a holiday. Amongst other things its purpose is rest, reflection, and
research (study) in preparation for the years of intense ministry ahead.
In essence it provides a natural break for the minister to seek the Lord
concerning God’s continual call in the current place of ministry.
It also provides the church with a natural break to realise in practice
that God’s work is not dependent upon any one person. It is Jesus who
builds his church; it is a privilege for every Christian and pastor to be an
earthen vessel and dispensable instrument in the Redeemer’s hands.
I plan to share much more in the weeks and months ahead concerning
Sabbatical lessons from the Lord, beginning with the following Sunday
evening services:
2 Sept.
‘Lessons learned from Sabbath Rest’;
9 Sept.
‘A life-changing trip to Israel’;
30 Sept.
‘Israel, Palestine, and the land: one pastor’s perspective’.
In the meantime, here is a list (and some photos) of a few of the
things I have been up to since June:
□ A life-changing trip to Israel and a short time in London (worshipping
with St. Helen’s, Bishopsgate).
Selfies at the
Sea of Galilee
(left) and the
Garden Tomb
in Jerusalem
(right).

[8]
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MORE PICTURES FROM THE ISRAEL TRIP

Above: Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives
Below (clockwise from left):
Old city walls, Jerusalem; praying at the Western Wall; Skull Hill (Golgotha);
view from Beit Bracha (‘House of Blessing’ guest house) in Galilee.

Below: The Dead Sea

[9]
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□ Ministers’ day conference at Charlotte Chapel with various British
pastors.
□ Trip to the New York area, spending time with my ministry mentor
Sean Doyle and family.
□ Trip to Kentucky, visiting ‘The Ark Encounter’, and the church where
I first heard the gospel.

Above: The Ark Encounter (with Dad and Mum)
Left: First Cedar
Creek Baptist Church,
where I first heard
the gospel.
Right: With my
old Sunday School
teacher.

□ Reconnecting with Mount Moriah Baptist Church (where I ministered
immediately before moving here).
□ Reuniting with my extended family and celebrating The Rebellion (4th of
July) in the hot Kentucky sun.
□ Intensive research at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
toward my MTh Dissertation.
[10]
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Left & Below:
Studying at Boyce Library,
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary,
Louisville

□ A month of rest touring Scotland with Brittany’s father—picking up
golf and attending ‘The Open’.

Left: Britt & Danny; Right: Emma & Grandaddy

□ Much time with various Gospel Partnering churches and their staff
in Fife and Edinburgh (Wester Hailes Baptist, Free Church Kirkcaldy,
Newcraigs Evangelical, Charlotte Chapel, etc.).
[11]
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□ Finding much joy in singing the psalms to the Sing Psalms Psalter
(writing new tunes, as well).
□ Consulting with Dr Alistair Wilson at Edinburgh Theological Seminary
concerning my new degree: an SQA level 11, part-time Master of
Theology in Missiology (beginning September, 2018).
□ A night and 2 days in Victoria Hospital with excruciating pain whilst
passing kidney stones!
□ Finally, weeks of seeking the Lord and reflecting upon everything in
my own walk with Christ, my marriage, my family, my passion and calling
here, and God’s future direction in years to come.
My family and I want to thank you for your love and gracious provision
for us and this sabbatical. I believe it will bear much kingdom fruit in
our lives and in our church for years to come. I broke off a burned-out
and weary man. I am happy to share that I have returned refreshed and
impassioned by the Lord with fresh vision for the years ahead. God has
burdened me that we are exactly where he wants us, and I am overjoyed
to continue pastoring this amazing flock.
Your brother and pastor,
Jacob
[12]
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RELOCATION: APRIL–AUGUST 2018

ince the last update (March 2018) work has continued steadily on Phase 2 (2nd
floor), so that the organisations were able to make use of the Conference Room,
Games Hall, and Youth Rooms when they restarted in August/September.
CONFERENCE ROOM

Above: In May the Conference Room was in use as a storage and working space.
Below: David Belton Jnr. completing the flooring at the end of August.
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GAMES HALL

Above: The Games Hall in mid-May, with the roof painted, and ...
Below: ... at the end of August, with the special flooring in place.
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YOUTH ROOMS

Above: The Youth Lounge in June with some artwork in place, but no ceiling or flooring.
Below: The Youth Rooms in August.
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KITCHEN

Left: What will be the
main kitchen is being used
as a tool-room.

FACILITIES

Above: The (most important!) Staff Tea Preparation area (Left) and
the Disabled Toilet (Right).
[16]
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Above: The Ladies Toilets in June, with the tiling completed, and ...
Below: ... with the cubicles and washbasins in place

New fire lobbies in the 2nd floor hallway (Far left) and Welcome Area.
[17]
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OFFICES
ork has continued to prepare the offices on the north side of the 2nd floor corridor for occupation. They are at different stages of readiness, as you will see
below, but in August the Pastors, Administrator, and Treasurer were able to move in.

W

Above: Mike was busy during June/July “hangin’ grid” for the ceilings (throughout the 2nd floor).
[18]
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Above: By mid-August some of the offices
were ready for occupation—ceilings in place,
sills painted, carpets fitted—while others
[Right & Below] are still awaiting
completion.

[19]
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Below: By the end of August, Jacob, Matthew, and Loma were able to “move up” from the 1st floor.

Left:
Associate
Pastor
Matthew
Marshall’s
office

Left:
Loma at
work in the
Admin.
office. This
will also
be used by
the Finance
Team.
[20]
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HALLWAY

Above: The hallway in May (Left), July (Centre), and August (Right)

‘A

n army of ordinary people ...’. None of this could have been accomplished
without the help of so many willing workers, some of whom are pictured below.
I know that not everyone who contributed is shown, but you know who you are, and
you all have the heartfelt thanks of the church! (See also pages 4-5.)

Above: Special mention must go to (left to right) Russ, David, and Mike!
[21]
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PHASE 1 (CONTINUED)

Above: Janie Jones makes use of the ramp to the main door, which was completed in August (left);
the door security system throughout the building was also commissioned in August (centre & right).
God glorified in forgiveness of sin

L

ike some black rock that heaves itself above the
surface of a sunlit sea, and the wave-runs dashing over it; and the spray, as it falls down its sides, is
all rainbowed and lightened; and there comes beauty
into the mighty grimness; so a man’s transgressions rear
themselves up, and God’s great love, coming sweeping
itself against them and over them, makes out of the sin
an occasion for the flashing more brightly of the beauty
of his mercy.
Alexander Maclaren (1826-1910)
Born in Glasgow, Maclaren served Baptist churches in
Southampton and Manchester for almost sixty-five years. In
his farewell sermon at Union Chapel (Manchester) he said,
“To efface oneself is one of a preacher’s first duties”.
[23]
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BAPTISMS
Janet Baker & Evelyn Mitchell

Baptised 8 April 2018 by Matthew Marshall, assisted by Evelyn’s
son Gary

JANET:

“When I was
eight, Faith
Mission pilgrims
came and told us
more about Jesus.
I gave my life to
Jesus then.”

EVELYN: “At one of these [SU] camps ... I accepted Jesus as my Saviour.
I remember singing ‘I need thee every hour’ and realizing that I did indeed need
Jesus every hour.”
[24]
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Janet’s testimony

I

was brought up in Hill of Beath, a mining
village in West Fife. When I was five, I borrowed/stole a tricycle. My mum told me that
was stealing. I went to Sunday School and when
I was eight Faith Mission pilgrims came and told
us more about Jesus. I gave my life to Jesus then.
At sixteen I joined the Church of Scotland, confirming my faith.
Because I am not young and my testimony
covers many years, I am sharing only three
points:— 1. God uses ordinary people; 2. God’s
timing; 3. Nothing can separate us from God’s love.
1. God uses ordinary people
My husband Bryan and I attended prayer meetings in the manse. The
minister’s son, a year-old baby Robin, was very ill—small, not thriving.
We prayed for him; again, when I got home, I prayed for his healing. I
was at once aware of the words “then lay your hand on him”. We went
to Leith Hospital in Edinburgh, where I laid hands on him and prayed.
Robin was healed. He began feeding and growing. He grew up to become
an orthopaedic surgeon.
2. God’s timing
For many years I prayed for the suffering church, especially Christians
in Russia. After praying one day, the words in Exodus 3:9-10 spoke very
clearly to me: “Now I am sending you …”. I trained in Oxford with
Open Doors for two days. Another lady and I hid forty-two quite large
Russian Bibles on our person. We went to Moscow, Sochi, and Tbilisi.
Because of a cancelled internal flight we did not get to Tbilisi to deliver
Bibles on the arranged evening, but the following evening. The evening
we should have been there the meeting was infiltrated and people beaten
up. We saw their bruises because they were back praising God. We sang
“What a friend we have in Jesus” with them. Men wept when they saw
the Bibles we gave them—they had only one between forty people in that
[25]
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Baptist church.
3. Nothing can separate us from God’s love
Ten years ago my wonderful husband Bryan and precious youngest son,
Gordon, had cancer. They passed away within eight months of each other.
This was a dark, difficult time for me and my other two sons, Stephen
and John, and all our family. Romans 8:38-39 tells us that nothing can
separate us from the love of God. This is true. Nothing changes the fact
that Jesus died on the cross for me. And he rose again. I know I will see
Bryan and Gordon again. Praise God.

Evelyn’s testimony
Who told you about Jesus?
must have been quite young because I don’t
remember a time when I didn’t know about Jesus. My parents took me to Sunday School and I
have early memories of going on Sunday School
picnics on a double-decker bus. I think there
were about four buses.

I

When did you respond to the Good News in repentance
and faith?
When I went to High School at Buckhaven I
went along to the Scripture Union group. I went
to SU summer camp several times. It was in 1959
at one of these camps that I accepted Jesus as my Saviour. I remember
singing “I need thee every hour” and realizing that I did indeed need
Jesus every hour.
How have you grown in your walk with the Saviour?
A few months later, after a profession of faith, I was admitted to the
local Parish Church as a communicant member. I later became a Sunday
School teacher and then a leader. In 1970 I married John and came to
live in Glenrothes and became a member of St Ninian’s. God blessed
us with two sons, Keith in 1972, and Gary three years and half an hour
[26]
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later. I have had answers to prayers in their lives, not least for two lovely
daughters-in-law, Marie and Debbie.
My faith grew through Sunday morning worship, house groups, and
attending weekend conferences but mostly through reading the Scriptures and prayer.
I stayed away from church for a spell—working full time and with a
young family not realising that I needed God more at this time. However,
there was a Stewardship campaign at church, and our elder visited and I
knew God was calling me back.
There are times when faith doesn’t seem to move much, and God
doesn’t seem to be listening. There are other times when faith takes a
leap forward. One such time was when I had a deep-seated ear infection;
the doctor said I would just have to keep treating it and live with it. I was
prayed for and was healed immediately.
When I felt called to leave the church I had been a member for over
40 years. It was a very hard decision. I had been prayer promoter since
1984 and have many friends there.
I came here to GBC and was quite overwhelmed with the friendliness
and welcome, and very quickly felt at home, and I thank you for that.
And what has brought you to publicly professing faith and going through the waters
of baptism?
When I came here to worship I was quite adamant that believers’
baptism was not for me. After all I had been a believer for many years.
However, every now and again it would be mentioned in a sermon. “If
you are a Christian and you have not been through the waters of baptism,
why not?” Nothing to do with me, I thought, but it began to niggle. So
one Sunday I thought I would throw out a fleece as Gideon did when he
wanted confirmation of God’s will. I have never done this before.
“Lord if you really want me to be baptised show me a yellow car on
the way home.” No yellow car. None the next day either, or on Tuesday
when I went to the shops for some extra provisions as heavy snow was
forecast. I had however forgotten my bank cards and had to go back to
collect my shopping. I am by now feeling safe—no yellow cars—so put it
to the back of my mind. I drove into Asda’s car park, parked in the usual
[27]
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area and got out of the car. I was parked right beside a yellow car. There
was another one behind me and one in front of me. I then went to the
car park at the Rothes Halls and there was another yellow car.
After that I got no peace. It was with me first thing in the morning
and last thing at night. Two weeks later I prayed, “Lord, I absolutely do
not want to do this but if it is your will then I will be baptised, but I need
to know for sure.”
I then opened my Bible at the passage I was about to read, Isaiah 55,
‘Come all who are thirsty, come to the waters.’
That evening was the Prayer Meeting, and I am thinking “I don’t have
the courage”, when Jacob, who was praying for Janet’s coming baptism,
said “There are others, Lord. Give them courage.” So here I am.

[28]
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TREASURER’S REPORT
by Andy Beveridge
Weekly offerings
verage weekly offerings are still a bit up and
down; however, we were only a few pence away
from reaching the budget in 4 of the last 5 months.
Special mention to the August average weekly
offerings—they were the highest we have had this
financial year!

A

Month
March 2018
April
May
June
July
August
Budget

Average weekly offering (£)
2034.13
2221.82
2288.33
2500.83
2120.01
2544.85
£2222 per week

Thank you to everyone that has generously contributed towards the
general offering figures.
Gift Aid Returns
Gift Aid Returns for the following periods for the General Fund were:
January 2018 – March 2018 £6108.75
April 2018 – June 2018
£4112.00
Gift Aid Returns for the following periods for the Relocation Fund were:
January 2018 – March 2018 £5295.00
April 2018 – June 2018
£20285.00
Thank you to all of you who give by this means, allowing us to claim
a further 25% on your donations from HMRC. Please speak to me if you
are a taxpayer and would like to contribute in this way.
Anniversary Thanksgiving Offering
The Anniversary Thanksgiving Offering which had a target of £7000
[29]
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to go towards the renovation of the Mission House came in at £4938.60
(£4126.10 + £812.50 Gift Aid).
Pastors’ Salaries
With Gavin Thomson starting as part-time
Children & Youth Pastor on 1 September, we
now have three pastors. Gavin’s salary is being
covered for at least three years by the generous
legacy left to the church by Anne Munro.
It should be noted that the final payment of
the Baptist Union of Scotland grant towards the
Matthew’s salary was paid in July, so we now no
longer have a monthly grant income of £708.34
towards his stipend as Associate Pastor, which
needs to be covered in full from offerings.
Annual Accounts 2016/17
Finally, at the much-delayed Annual General Meeting on 29 May, the
accounts for 1 October 2016–30 September 2017 were presented and
accepted. Because of the higher turnover due to the Relocation Project, it
was necessary to have the accounts fully audited, and this was carried out
by Ruaraidh Morrison of Morrison Accountancy Limited. The increased
scrutiny highlighted some issues with our financial practices, and these
have been/are being addressed by the Trustees and the Finance Team.
Walking with Jesus
I believe in the Father, Son and
the Holy Spirit;
I love our Father in heaven with all my
heart, soul, mind and my might;
Through Jesus I worship him—
He is my guiding light.

I have no need for the things of the
earth;
He brings love to my heart in everything..
I live close to Jesus in my home and
hearth—
He is not just my God; he is my King.

My heart has been opened,
My soul takes flight
When I think of my Lord
From morning to night.

Hazel McGonagle

[30]
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MISSIONS—WHY? WHO? HOW?
by Heather Sinclair
‘And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the
whole world as a testimony to all nations
and then the end will come.’
Matthew 24:14

G

od’s desire for his glory to cover the whole earth is mentioned
throughout all sixty-six books of the Bible, as is his commission to
us as Christians to be the ones to spread his Word. For every people and
nation to know about God’s salvation through Jesus they have to be told,
and we are part of God’s plan to make this happen.
Currently there are more than 2.9 billion people in the world who have
little or no access to the gospel, and there are over 6900 languages that
still need a written translation of the Bible. This seems like a daunting
commission God has given us, but as the verse above tells us, Jesus has
said this will happen so we can be certain that we are not being asked to
do the unachievable.
With this as our base, a group of us are meeting on Sunday afternoons
to look at what missions mean to us as individuals and GBC as a whole.
We are working through ‘Xplore’ a series of lessons to discover:
God’s word — Why?
God’s world — Who?
God’s work — How?
We are looking at different areas of mission—local, regional, national,
and global—and within each area seeking God’s will, whether that is to
pray, to go, to give, or as a church to send.
Please pray that in amongst the many and varied ideas and suggestions
for missions work that have come up, God will make his will known.

[31]
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WHITING BAY MISSION
by Gavin Thomson (Children & Youth Pastor)

I

n July the Thomson family, along with Loma, Russ, Jade and Rhys
Robertson, Ciara Marshall, Kevin Thomson and Thomas Greer from
GBC, were on the Isle of Arran to run a mission event in the village of
Whiting Bay. Gavin and Joanna have been leading this event for around
8 years and it has been great to have a growing number of people from
Glenrothes join us on the team.

As you’d expect there was exploring the Bible, lots of fun and laughter,
games and activities, songs, and loads more. We had a movie theme this
year and used this to help us with lots of the fun aspects of the event,
but it was also helpful as over the course of the event we explored 10
different parables that Jesus told.
As usual there were lots of highlights of working with the children
and young people—questions that were asked, lightbulb moments as
people seemed to understand more of Jesus, and re-connecting with
children and their families who we’ve met and got to know over a
number of years. Let me take a moment to go into further detail on
two highlights.
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Mission in Brodick
The event in Whiting Bay has run for well over 60 years, partnering with
the local parish church, but for the last few years Vince Jennings, the pastor
of Arran Baptist Church, and his wife Elaine have been a part of our team.
This year the opportunity arose for us to partner more with them in the
location where their church meets—the sports pavilion in Brodick. Over
one week of the mission we sent a part of our team to join with some
volunteers from the Baptist church and run a smaller event. It did start
small, with 3 children attending on the first day, but by the end of the week
numbers had more than tripled to the encouragement of all involved. We
hope that this may be the start of a long-running mission event.

Local teenager joins the team
At Whiting Bay there are local young people who come along to our
events year on year and it is great to see how they have grown and
developed over the years. Some of these young people have believed and
[33]
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trusted in Jesus, and this year it was fantastic to see one of these young
people take the step from being a participant at the mission to being a
part of the team running the mission. Eilidh (on the left of the picture
below) explained herself, as she shared with the team one evening, that

she’d come to the mission events for the last 11 years and through the
teaching and example of the team members God had worked in her life.
About a year or so ago she’d become a Christian and now was keen to
share what she’d experienced at the mission with others.
Being a Christian young person on Arran is, I think, even more
difficult than in other places. As it’s an island there are few young people
and almost no other Christian young people so it was great that Eilidh
could be a part of the team and connect with other Christians her own
age. Please pray that these relationships would really strengthen her as
she looks to follow God where there is very little Christian support.
So, God is at work on the Isle of Arran. Please do pray for Eilidh and
for all the other children and young people who heard the gospel this
summer. Maybe you might want
to get involved next time? We
expect the mission to run from
13–27 July 2019 so speak to me
or Joanna as we’d love to take a
strong team from Glenrothes
with us!
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OUT AND ABOUT
EASTER CELEBRATION

Left: The churches
involved in the East
of Scotland Gospel
Partnership (Fife)
came together on the
evening of Easter
Day (1 April) for a
special Resurrection
Service.

Right (l to r):
Adam Broughton
(Newcraigs Evangelical);
Daniel Pollin (Coastline
Community); Graham
Kinloch (Cowdenbeath
Baptist); Jacob Brothers
(GBC); John Johnstone
(Kirkcaldy Free).


GBC 62 ANNIVERSARY
nd

Hamish Wishart (Cornton Baptist Church, Stirling) was the guest preacher for our 62nd Anniversary
Services on 29 April, with two messages based on Colossians 1:1-14.
In the morning he showed how (1) Gospel truth is received by faith; (2) Gospel truth results in love;
(3) Gospel truth rests in hope; (4) Gospel truth reaches the world; (5) Gospel truth reproduces fruit;
(6) Gospel truth is rooted in grace; and (7) Gospel truth is reported by believers.
In the evening, the focus was on prayer—that we might know God more, and live for God more with
a worthy walk, a pleasing life, a fruit-bearing life, a growing life, an enduring spirit, and a thankful
heart.
[35]
[35]

WF/GB 60th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

The weekend of 21-22 April saw joint celebrations (but separate cakes!) for the 60th Anniversary
of the Women’s Fellowship (formerly Auxiliary) and the church Girls’ Brigade Company, with a
Saturday evening ceilidh at Gilvenbank Hotel and a special morning service on the Sunday.
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NEW MEMBERS

Elder John Belton welcomed
Kevin & Karen White into
membership on 6 May.

On 5 August Margaret
Ramsay was received into
membership by Elder Colin
Roworth, and Robert &
Sheila Stevenson were welcomed by Associate Pastor
Matthew Marshall.


MEMBERS’ LUNCH

After morning worship on 20 April, a lunch was arranged for church members so that several
important issues to arise at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting (see next page) could be
presented and explained in advance. These included proposed changes to the church’s legal structure, the future direction for the church in the light of developments with the new building, and
new pastoral appointments.
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NEW APPOINTMENTS—AGM, 29 APRIL

Left: Matthew Marshall is congratulated following his election as Associate Pastor.
Right: Gavin Thomson is welcomed to the new post of Children & Youth Pastor, a part-time role
to begin on 1 September.


FIFE VOLUNTARY ACTION AWARDS

On 7 June the Fife Voluntary Action Awards were presented
in Rothes Halls. Our own Betty Hanna received an award as
one of those with more than 20 years’ service volunteering with
one organisation—in her case the All Fife Society for the Blind.
‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control’ (Gal. 5:22-23).
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DEDICATION

On 17 June, Mark & Abbeigh Crowe brought their new son, Parker, before their extended family and
the congregation, to dedicate themselves to bring him up ‘in the discipline and instruction of the Lord’.


CELEBRATION OF HOPE

Also on 17 June, several folk attended the Will Graham (Billy Graham’s gransdson) event at Falkirk
Stadium. It was a joy to see some of our youngsters respond to the gospel message.
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FAREWELLS

Left: On 24 June we said farewell to Tamas, Marge, Nathan, & Elle Nagy as they left us to return
to Hungary. Right: The Elders gathered round to pray for the Montgomery family as they left at the end
of July to return to the States. The good news is that they will (DV) be back with us on 1 November.


PAULINE’S 90th BIRTHDAY

Pauline Cook’s 90th Birthday was celebrated in style on
19 August, with not one, but two cakes—but what has
Lesley spotted?! Pauline would like to thank everyone for
their cards, flowers, gifts, and messages received for this
special occasion. And another success for the Hospitality
Team (see pages 43-44)!
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THE PARTY IN THE PARK
Warout Park
25 August
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JAMIE DAVID

Congratulations to Rob & Kathryn Lees on the safe arrival of Jamie David (8lb 4oz) on 29 August,
a brother for Zac. Jamie was at morning worship on 2 September, aged 4 days.


BACK FROM WHAT? (SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER)

See pages 8-12.
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HOSPITALITY TEAM

T

by Lisa Marshall

he Hospitality Team (HT) met in Balbirnie House Hotel on 27 June
for a short training course and a thanksgiving time to God for the
amazing things he’s done in and through our lives since we started in our
new church building.

It’s been a whirlwind! Unbelievable! At times exhausting! But it’s been a
journey for us all in the team that’s brought great joy and such hope and faith
in what God is doing in GBC. We can’t help but praise and worship him.
We have 63 people doing what they can in the HT (63 people on a
church team?!), servants serving God in the ministry of hospitality. We
are focused on not just making nice treats and serving good coffee, but
allowing God to use those things to connect with people we serve, loving
people with the love of Jesus, encouraging people and praying with and
for them. It’s humbling and a privilege. Our training events are not only
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how to work the coffee machine, but how to grow in our love for each
other as a body of believers and to reflect that to anyone we serve.
God has given us wonderful opportunities this past year. So far, we
have done three dedications, four birthday parties, nine baptisms, four
funerals, a ministers’ fraternal, two Connect lunches, a two-day open
weekend (below), at least 140 Sunday refreshments, a festive food nativity
evening, a Hogmanay party, a Rwandan Annual Conference, a Candlelit
Service and a Party in the Park! May God use every bit for his own glory
and to advance his kingdom!

We’re also working towards complying fully with Fife Council’s remit
on health and hygiene, and we have the highly-qualified Steve Ross on
board to help us. We want our standards high and trusted, and all to point
to Christ.
So, praise God for all he has done and may we be faithful in all that’s
to come.
Jesus And I
I wish to be more like Jesus
In everything that I do,
To live a life of service—
A life that is fresh and new;

I wish to be more like Jesus,
Being always in God’s will;
For Jesus’ light shines through me,
My purpose on earth I will fulfill.
Hazel McGonagle

To relinquish worldly things,
Not to be a slave to fashion.
Fill my heart and soul with love,
Forgiveness, and compassion.
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THE A B C OF PRAYING

A

lthough things are not perfect,
Because of trials or pain,
Continue in thanksgiving;
Do not begin to blame.
Even when the times are hard,
Fierce winds are bound to blow;
God is forever able—
Hold on to what you know.
Imagine life without His love:
Joy would cease to be.
Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee.
Move out of ‘Camp Complaining’;
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone.
Quit looking at the future;
Redeem the time at hand;
Start every day with worship—
To ‘thank’ is a command.
Until we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky,
We’ll run the race with gratitude,
Xalting God most high.
Yes, there’ll be the good times and, yes, some will be bad,
but ...
Zion waits in glory—where none are ever sad!
‘I am too blessed to be stressed!’ The shortest distance between a
problem and a solution is the distance between your knees and the
floor. The one who kneels to the Lord can stand up to anything.
Love and peace be with you forever, Amen.
By a Portuguese pastor
Contributed by Betty Morran
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Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives
(See pages 8-9)

GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH, FALKLAND WAY, GLENROTHES KY7 5NS

Aim: “to glorify God through worship and witness”
Sunday worship at 10:30 am and 5:00 pm
Senior Pastor: Rev Jacob Brothers, tel. 07872 385633
jacobbrothers@glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk
Associate Pastor: Rev Matthew Marshall, tel. 07508 207282
matthewmarshall@glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk
Children & Youth Pastor: Gavin Thomson, tel. 07505 555991
gavin thomson@glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk
Administrator: Loma Robertson, tel. 07828 439341
office@glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work.
The Editor can be contacted at
colin.roworth@gmail.com or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.
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