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The Pastor’s Pages 

The Family of God

When I first began to seriously follow 
Jesus, the church didn’t really know 

what to do with me. I mean sure, they preached 
the gospel of Jesus and how to follow him 
in turning away from sin and toward him 
in faith. They baptised me and gave me a 
Bible. They put me in a Bible class group and 
encouraged me to come under the preaching 
of the Word—which I eventually grew in—but 

other than that, I didn’t know what it meant to really be part of the 
family of God. My church experience was quite formal, and I didn’t 
really connect with anyone, except my lovely Christian mum who 
was growing in the Lord herself. Although I was attending things, I 
didn’t have a real sense of belonging to the people of God. 

Later in my life, when our whole church was going through a 
Bible study together called ‘Experiencing God’, we were all placed 
into groups of people where we got to know one another. As a 
teen, this was the first time when I began to grow and deepen in 
my faith—not necessarily because of the study itself, but because I 
began to tangibly experience what it meant to be part of the family 
of God. I was with a group of my brothers and sisters who were 
intentionally seeking the Lord and interacting together. We were 
committing ourselves to the ‘apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread, and to prayer’ (Acts 2:42-47). It wasn’t just 
about the programme, or the material—what made all the difference 
in my early discipleship and growth in the Lord were those mums 
and dads and brothers and sisters, and grans in the faith. Don’t get 
me wrong—this was never a replacement for the preaching of the 
Word of God, or the gathered worship of Christ, which we all did 
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together on the Lord’s day. But this group helped me to see that 
being a Christian was more than just ‘attending church’. They began 
intentionally discipling me. They showed me in the Bible what the 
Holy Spirit was saying to them, and they asked me for prayer, as 
they taught me to pray. They took the initiative and responsibility 
for me. Other than my mother, these were my first true mums and 
dads, brothers and sisters in the faith. 

Moving forward in my life, I was a young 20-year-old in full-
time ministry as a youth pastor/worship leader in a good-sized 
church in the Chicago area. A sergeant from the US Marine 
Corps named Sean, and his Zimbabwean wife Kim continued 
to disciple Brittany and me. Not only did Sean teach me how to 
preach, teach, visit, lead, do funerals, and pray—he was also my 
main lecturer and professor at Moody Bible Institute. Kim showed 
Brittany and I how to truly give loving British-flavoured hospitality 
(even taught us how to make tea!). Once again—it wasn’t just 
the programme or curriculum. It was the sharing not only of the 
gospel, but the gospel lived out in real life as the family of God  
(1 Thessalonians 2:8)  Sean became a spiritual father to me (and 
remains so to this day), and out of everything that he taught me, he 
taught me the need for being the family of God to one another. 

I share these two examples with you, because we are almost 
finished with 2015 as the ‘Year of Discipleship’. At the beginning 
of this year, we started going through Jesus’ ‘sermon on the mount’ 
in Matthew 5–7. We began to look at what a true disciple of Jesus 
is—one who truly lives as part of the kingdom of God. Our theme 
verse for 2015 was,  

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also. 

2 Timothy 2:1-2
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We often think of discipleship as a really difficult thing that we 
need take to classes on. We think we need to read all kinds of books 
and adopt all sorts of strategies, etc., but really, when you get to the 
bottom of it, the key to discipleship is just being part of the family of 
God. Not just being a ‘family’ like the world may know it, but being 
a true family like God’s family is meant to be. I’m convinced that 
Christians and churches don’t ‘get’ discipleship because they don’t 
‘get’ what it means to be a family—and churches and Christians that 
really ‘get’ discipleship understand and practice what the family of 
God really is all about. 2015 is almost at an end. Can you believe 
it?! As I write this, we are only 6 weeks away from Christmas. As 
we reflect on the year gone by and what God has been doing, how 
have you got on this year growing as a disciple of Jesus (as a child 
of God)? Have you become a child of God? How have you become 
more like your heavenly Father?  If you are a Christian, how are you 
connected with the family of God— not just as an attender but truly 
living life with Christians? How have you grown in your discipling 
relationships with others? Who are you taking the initiative with, to 
help you grow together to become more like Jesus? 

As we leave 2015, and proceed toward 2016, I pray that our 
focus wouldn’t be less on discipleship, but even more. The Lord has 
given me a poem to leave with you, and I pray that you get from it 
the heart of what God has been saying to me on this topic. I pray 
that, in 2016, we as Christians would better reflect what we truly 
are: true disciples—truly the family of God.

Your brother and pastor, 

Jacob 
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The Family — of God

Boy meets girl and he pursues her in love 
She responds and they marry as a picture from above

United together two persons become one
And a gift of new life is blessed through this union

And with crying and fighting she takes her first breath
A baby is born, and delivered from death 

Born into this family with parents surrounding
With grandparents, uncles, and cousins abounding

In love and amazement—this joyous gift of life 
The couple learn to become more than just husband and
     wife. 

With toil and with joy, tears of laughter and grieving
Parents sacrifice in this role—learn to give without
     receiving

They feed her, they wash, love, protect, discipline, teach ...
her to be like they are, what they do, eat, and speak.

By everything she sees and hears from mum and dad  
It’s natural for her to mimic the good, glad, and bad

They pursue relationship with her, though she’s naughty 
          and nice

Patiently bear with tantrums, her screaming, and
     sleepless nights 

They show her the joys as she grows in this life
and reveal the greatest joy of all— the Lord Jesus Christ.

The job of a parent: privilege, joy and trial, they say
And children don’t come with a manual, 

          or wait—do they?  
You see, to this poem there is more than meets the eye
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It’s not just about Adam’s children— nor only human 
     baby’s cry 

And not just for the married, nor just earthly parenting 
          advice.

But it’s about the substance—  
  of Discipleship, 
  the Great Commission,
   —the mission of Christ. 

CHRIST IS THE LOVER, 
HIS CHURCH IS THE MOTHER

HIS WORD IS THE SEED,
HIS SPIRIT THE WATER

WE WONDER HOW TO PARENT? 
LOOK NO FURTHER THAN ABOVE 

TO OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, 
WHO LAVISHES WITH LOVE

ALL WHO THROUGH UNION WITH CHRIST 
BECOME CHILDREN OF HIS

AND MUST BECOME PARENTS IN FAITH 
TO LOVE LIKE HE IS 

‘BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY, FILL THE EARTH
          AND SUBDUE’, 

POINTS TO ‘MAKE DISCIPLES BY GOING,
     BAPTISING, TEACHING THEM TOO.’

He gives them new birth; seeks, calls, and adopts them
With same rights as His firstborn; those who rejected
     Him, He bought them 

With the price of the life of His only begotten Son,
The Father loves them as His own, and doesn’t want
     just one 
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The loving, adoptive Father loves His children and seeks
          many more

Until all of His children come—and here WE implore 
Not just 3, not just 12, or even 764 

He’s said like the stars in the sky and the sands on the
     shore

From every tribe, tongue, and nation to become His family 
To be the children born again just like you and me 

And He always uses means—and here we must take heed!
For God chooses to use us, His CHURCH, 

  proclaiming the GOSPEL 
  in WORD and in DEED.
 
So whether you are sisters, brothers, mothers, 

or fathers in the faith 
If you are a Christian this means you, 

and what all is at stake? 
The glory of God, the salvation of souls, 

heaven and hell, no more and no less
We must lovingly bear and raise these children like God
          does

—teaching them everything— and yes! 

This will all take much work—just read again from the
          start

Thinking of CHRIST, and YOU and DISCIPLESHIP
What is the Spirit speaking to your heart?
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 faithful god

In a joyous and yet most solemn service 
on 22 August Matthew Marshall was 
ordained, commissioned, and inducted as 
Assistant Pastor of Mission in Glenrothes 
Baptist Church. Here, he describes a 
moving experience . . .

Emigrating to another country with your whole family is a big deal, 
never mind starting a whole new job that guarantees to push you 

out of your comfort zone every day. But add on top of that, starting 
academic studies as a ‘mature’ student after 10 years since being in 
education, and it makes for a fairly intense time in life. That is the 
exact situation we as a family have found ourselves in over the past 
few months. It would be easy to assume that for us returning to the UK 
after the years in Romania would be much easier than moving out there 
for the first time. However that wasn’t the reality we experienced—
sure, the language wasn’t a problem, but there were plenty of other 
adjustments that consumed our emotional energies.

However as always, God proved himself to be so faithful. The call 
to return was crystal clear, and the Lord moved the mountains to make 
it happen, but we had wondered about the practical things like housing 
and schools. It’s not that we didn’t have the faith to trust he would take 
care of us, but to say there was no anxiety connected with where we 
would actually live and how the kids would transition to schooling in 
English, would be a lie. 

Looking back now, a few weeks after we moved into our home, we 
can share some of the ways in which the Lord drew near to us as we 
adjusted to life back in Glenrothes.

School was a big deal for us as we thought of how we would adjust 
back in Glenrothes. We wanted to make sure the kids were helped as 
much as possible to settle and that they were looked after in a good 
environment at school. We were amazed at how the Lord provided. 
Since we were staying with Margaret and Niel Cowan until we found 
a house (5 months!), we fell into the catchment area for Carleton 
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Nursery/School. This is a good school and it is generally hard to 
find a place for kids there. However not only did both Elijah and 
Annabelle get places to start after the summer, but Elijah was given a 
place at nursery the few weeks prior to summer in order to allow him 
to make a few friends to carry him through into primary school. He 
loved it, and now loves primary school too. Annabelle has flourished 
at nursery, enjoying the challenge of the social environment. We were 
thrilled for both of them!

I distinctly remember walking through Dovecot with Niel looking 
around the streets for houses coming up for sale. We had already put 
in offers on about seven or eight houses by this point and nothing was 
working for us. I remember Niel praying with me as we walked. He 
said to me, ‘just hand it all over to God and in a few weeks you’re 
going to look back and wonder why you were worrying.’ I came away 
thinking it was true, but easier said than done. Lo and behold a few 
weeks later, God had literally opened the door on a house in Markinch, 
an area we hadn’t been looking at, and we had a move-in date sorted 
with an approved mortgage application! All the wondering was over. 
God yet again had provided.

The next question was, what were we going to put in the house? All 
we had returned from Romania with was what we could fit in our car. 
Again the Lord provided, this time through the church family. People 
gave so generously with furniture, linen, cutlery, money—in fact pretty 
much anything we could possibly need to live in the house. Not only so, 
but many people came and helped us rip the house apart and put it all 
back together again: rewired, decorated, and cleaned! So many people 
were so willing to literally show the love of God through all of these 
acts of kindness.

We’ve been overwhelmed by the love and support of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. People who didn’t even know us have been so 
generous to us. It reminded me of Romans 5:6-8,

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

You see, it was all an example to me of people demonstrating to 
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others what Christ had done for them. When they had been in need 
spiritually, undeserving and without a hope, Christ chose to generously 
serve them in love by taking on flesh and living a life they knew they 
couldn’t ever hope to live, and then dying the death they would never 
want to die, in order that they would be supplied with everything they 
need to be justified before God, that is Christ’s righteousness. That’s 
the beautiful good news we know in Jesus, and that’s what people 
demonstrated to us as they served us in love, going above and beyond 
in order that we would have everything we would practically need.

God is good—all the time! My prayer is that you would continue 
experiencing this abundantly generous and loving God in your life, and 
as you do, you would continue to reach out in response to serve those 
around you with the love you’ve been shown. So let’s continue to reach 
out as a church that’s full of blessed and loved people to our neighbours 
and friends with the same love we’ve been shown, sharing the gospel in 
both word and deed. As we do, I’m convinced God is going to impact 
Glenrothes with the gospel in ways we haven’t even imagined yet!

Pray for Matthew as he begins his ministry amongst us, and studies for 
his 3-year course on Church Planting & Church Leadership with Acts 
29 Oak Hill Academy.   

9 Dunedin Place, Markinch, KY7 6BP
Tel. 01592 358976
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  from the Treasurer 

An update on the finances.

Weekly Offerings

Month Average weekly offering (£)

July 2015 1664.48

August 1878.82

September 2160.26

October 1730.10

Budget £1754 per week*

Gift Aid tax returns

Received in July (returns for April-June): £3162.50.
Received in October (returns for July-September): £4704.50. 

*Budget

The budget at the moment is £1754 per week; however, this will 
have to increase, and a proposal regarding this will be put to the 
Extraordinary General Meeting planned for Tuesday 8 December at 
7.30pm. 

Helen Clarkson 
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 BAPTISMS 

Joyce Thorogood
Baptised 16 August; received into membership 6 September 2015  

‘knowing the Lord ... has brought me a feeling of peace, joy, and 
happiness in my heart, to know that I’m in God’s will and I’m 
now part of his large family.’
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Joyce’s testimony

This is my testimony of how I came to find Jesus. 
I praise the Lord for giving me lovely parents, who raised me 

with their Christian values. The Lord has also blessed me with a good 
husband and two lovely daughters, whom I treasure.

It was not until my earthly father died in September of 2007 that I 
felt then drawn to my heavenly Father. 

The Lord does talk to each of us differently. My own experience was 
through watching religious programmes on television, such as the 700 
Club, and the Revelation channel, and the Day Star channel to name a 
few. The more I watched, the more I wanted to learn about Jesus and 
what he has done for us all. Therefore it encouraged me to go out and 
buy myself a Bible, so I could look up the Scriptures that were men-
tioned in the programmes, to better understand about Jesus. 

Feeling ready in early 2008, I said a prayer asking Jesus to come into 
my life and my heart, and to forgive me of my sins, that is, to become 
my Lord and Saviour. Since then, I’ve tried to remember to PRAISE 
THE LORD every day for what he has done in my life.

Since knowing the Lord it has brought me a feeling of peace, joy, 
and happiness in my heart, to know that I’m in God’s will and I’m now 
part of his large family. 

And I know that I have lots and lots of brothers and sisters around 
this world, who are also ‘in Christ Jesus’.

Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! Thank you, Jesus!
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Mark Keenan
Baptised 30 August; received into membership 6 September 2015  

‘I’m being baptised today, not because it gives me eternal life, but 
because it’s a sign of my obedience to God and a symbol of what 
it is to be made new. I confess faith in Christ; Jesus has cleansed 
my soul from sin, through his loving sacrifice on that cross and I 
now have a new life in him.’
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Mark’s Testimony

My name is Mark Keenan. I’ve lived my entire 
life in the Kingdom of Fife. I’m 30 years old. 

I grew up in a home where religion was never 
really discussed. Instead, I was fascinated by scien-
tific theories and fed on the teachings of evolution 
and the Big Bang. I wasn’t religious; I was more 
atheistic in my world view. I rebelled and hated 
religion. My morality was based on what was suit-

able and beneficial to me. I was a man of science and of logic. The idea 
of Jesus loving me or that he was a great man or teacher was laughable. 

My lifestyle was pleasure-driven and one of helping family first and 
others around me. I did want to help others and see people do well and 
not suffer. I knew a great deal about suffering—I have suffered from 
mental health and physical problems most of my life. I had a suicidal 
depression and anxiety that started around the age of 14. 

Later on in life I eventually tried out church on-and-off. I saw people 
had joy and hope, but I didn’t understand or read the Bible. I couldn’t 
read a book that says the world was created around 6000 years ago 
when science says the earth is billions of years old. 

I stopped going to church and started drinking and taking party 
drugs with friends. I did work for a family business but it didn’t last. 
I tried to work for a friend but injured my back. I struggled to do any 
kind of physical work and my mental state didn’t help. I got to the 
point where my life was just full of misery and pain. 

I attempted suicide many times over the years. I really couldn’t fig-
ure out why I couldn’t die. I had taken lethal doses of medications and 
drugs. My mind was broken; my body was broken. I was in and out 
of college and on antidepressants and other medications to try to get 
better. I even saw psychiatrists and psychologists for therapy. Nothing 
helped. I was completely dead inside. 

I decided to say goodbye to my close friends, saying I couldn’t live 
any more.  I went through with it. I wrote yet another suicide letter and 
having hundreds of pain-killers ready laid out I started to quickly swal-
low them, desperate to end things. I went into a seizure while forcing 
these pills down my throat, desperate to die. This was my only way out. 
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If my dad hadn’t found me having that seizure, I would have woken up 
and continued to take the pills. This was desperation to end my life. I 
needed peace. I needed to be free from this wicked world. I woke up 
with paramedics around me. I was saying sorry to them, but really I 
was angry at them for stopping me. I don’t know how many times I’ve 
tried this. I’ve lost count. 

I got so desperate in August 2013, I tried to read the Bible, but 
it was difficult to understand. So I decided to try and find some 
Christian films online. ‘Accidentally’ I came across a documentary,  
thinking it was a Hollywood film: Noah the Movie by Ray Comfort. 

I witnessed the good news of Jesus Christ preached in a way I could 
understand. For the first time it was explained to me in such simple 
ways. Starting from the beginning—that if you look at this building, 
you know it had a builder. If you look at a painting, you know it had to 
have a painter. If you look at creation, you know it had a creator. You 
can’t have the universe without a universe-maker. There has to be an 
eternal cause, an intelligent Being that has always existed, that created 
time, space, and matter. I read from the book of Romans: 

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by 
their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the 
creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

I continued to watch and Ray explained to me that God is holy, that 
he is perfect and loving, without sin. He hates evil and must punish 
those who do evil. But I thought, ‘Hey I’m not such a bad guy. I haven’t 
killed anyone.’ But he went through the Ten Commandments—God’s 
law—and it shocked me. I saw just how wicked my heart was. 

I have told hundreds if not thousands of lies, making me a liar in 
God’s eyes. I tried to justify my lies, but lying to someone isn’t loving 
them. I’ve stolen things, making me a thief. And this one caught me 
off guard: Jesus said if you look at a woman with lust, you commit 
adultery in your heart. I was very guilty of this. I’ve used God’s name in 
vain—using it at times as a swear word, not giving it due respect, when 
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God has given me life and all the good things in my life—thus making 
me a blasphemer. I’ve hated a lot of people, and God sees hatred as 
murder. I saw my sin. And that’s only five of the commandments I’ve 
broken. I’ve looked deeper into it and I’ve broken them all. I thought, 
I’m in deep trouble on Judgment Day. 

And doing charity or good works to try and make up for the evil I 
have done is no good. Try that while standing before a judge in a court 
of law. If God is loving and good he must punish evil. God will judge 
me by his perfect law, and I’m deserving of eternal separation from him 
in a place the Bible calls hell. 

Ray also told me how I could be reconciled with God through his 
Son Jesus Christ; that if I repent—that is, turn from all sin—and put 
my trust in Jesus Christ and him alone, he would take the wrath upon 
himself that I deserve for the evil I have done.

I was shocked. I didn’t want to go to hell. I wanted everlasting life. 
But I didn’t want to go to church. I didn’t want to stop drinking or 
partying. I didn’t want to give up my freedom and surrender my will to 
God. I loved my sin. I said, ‘No! I don’t accept this. The Bible is wrong.’ 

I spent time trying to disprove the Bible, to discredit it. I got to the 
point that I had proof the Bible is fact and not a book of stories. 

My illness put me to my knees. I was contemplating another suicide 
attempt. But things changed. I was so broken and twisted. Not really 
knowing how to pray, I cried out to God, ‘Save me!’ I repented on May 
the 4th, 2014, that night, surrendering all to God, saying ‘I don’t care 
about my depression or suffering. Let me serve you. Let me do your 
will.’ I came to him as a servant begging for mercy knowing I deserved 
none. I didn’t even know he saw me as a son. He was there with open 
arms. I remember saying, ‘Everything I am, was, and always will be, 
is yours’—repeating this over and over. God set me free that night. An 
overwhelming peace came over me. Crying my eyes out, thanking him 
over and over, I did not have any other words but ‘Thank you.’ I fell 
asleep and woke up totally different. I had peace and my depression 
had gone and my anxiety was manageable—all surrendered to Christ. 
My eyes were opened and I was healed of a lot of my illnesses, and I 
have been seeking after truth ever since—walking in total obedience to 
God’s loving Word. 
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Since I’ve been a Christian my life has completely changed. My  
addictions to alcohol, drugs, and junk food have gone. My depression 
just disappeared and my anxiety to a manageable state. I’m truly happy 
and have joy I thought I could never have. I have peace and a relation-
ship with God, knowing he is always watching and when I fall he’s 
right there to pick me back up. 

But I’m still a sinner. I often speak in anger when I see wrong or 
people do wrong against me—and I always regret taking my opinions 
and actions too far. I’ve been guilty of this all through my walk as a 
Christian. It’s something that’s very difficult for me and I pray and ask 
God to work in me, to change me. It’s a slow process but it’s happening. 
I see God teaching me to have patience and to be kind to others. 

I really wish I could explain better how loving and great God is. I 
look to the cross. Jesus said that there is no greater love than this, that 
one should lay his life down for another. And that’s exactly what Jesus 
did. And he did it for all—even the worst of the worst. You can’t out-
sin God’s grace. Everyone can come to him and he’ll make them new, 
changing every desire and giving them peace and a joy that cannot be 
stripped away. 

Two years ago on this very month if I hadn’t opened my Bible, the 
people who know me would’ve been at a funeral. But instead you’re 
here to witness God’s grace and a new birth. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.

I’m being baptised today, not because it gives me eternal life, but 
because it’s a sign of my obedience to God and a symbol of what it is to 
be made new. I confess faith in Christ; Jesus has cleansed my soul from 
sin, through his loving sacrifice on that cross and I now have a new life 
in him. When I think of God, one thing springs to mind: Freedom! I’m 
free from spiritual death; free from darkness; free from the judgment 
to come. I’m free to love him and those around me. I’m free from that 
crippling depression and anxiety. ‘Who the Son sets free, is free indeed.’ 
Amen! 
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‘I thank God every day for his unconditional love’

Melissa Cameron
Baptised 13 September 
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Melissa’s Testimony

As a baby my mum and dad had me 
dedicated here in GBC, then through-

out my childhood I would come to church 
with my gran for the occasional Sunday 
service. However I hated coming to church 
and had no interest in learning the gospel. 
My understanding of the Bible, and what 
Christianity was, was no more than the 
Easter and Christmas stories. Growing up, 
however, I remember I would pray to God 
when I was upset or worried—although at 
that time I didn’t truly know who or what 
I was praying to. 

When Jacob came to be our pastor in 2011 my mum started attend-
ing church again. After a few weeks I decided one Sunday morning that 
I would come with her. I found myself coming back week after week lis-
tening to God’s Word, but not truly understanding it. I knew I believed 
there was a God, but I didn’t know what it meant to be a Christian. In 
2013 Johnny B asked me to go on ‘The Walk’. It was there I got chat-
ting to Brittany about Jesus dying on the cross and the shedding of his 
blood being a sacrifice for our sins. She explained that being a good 
person wasn’t what got you into heaven; we must have faith and trust 
in the Lord. She showed me Ephesians 2:8 — 

for by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works that no one 
can boast. 

The following day I really reflected on what Brittany had told me. 
Each day of The Walk we were given memory verse cards: my one for 
this day was Philippians 3:10—‘that I may know him and the power 
of his resurrection’. That night I accepted Jesus into my life as my Lord 
and Saviour. I confessed with my mouth and believed in my heart. I 
knew then that I needed Jesus and to live a life glorifying to God. 

Following The Walk I continued to come to church and grow in 
my faith and relationship with God. However, in the September I got 
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myself my first part-time job which involved me working Sundays and 
I was no longer able to attend church. I began to lose my desire to read 
God’s Word and I rarely prayed. I was no longer living my life for God. 
In January this year I got myself a Saturday job, which meant I could 
return to church. I began to build back my relationship with the Lord. 

During exams this year Steph tutored me for Maths; this led to us 
doing Bible studies together and figuring out where I was with the 
Lord—which really got me thinking about baptism, as it is the first step 
of obedience to God. 

Since coming back to church I’ve found myself talking to my friends 
more about Christianity and explaining the gospel to them. Jesus lived 
a perfect life in obedience to God and he offered himself as a sacrifice 
for our sins. I see myself becoming more calm in situations and the way 
I deal with things I handle differently. I know that ‘I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me’, and I thank God every day for his 
unconditional love for us. 

Melissa & Steph
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 out and about

Simon Dirom & Michelle Ross were married on 7 August

Five new members were received into the fellowship on 6 September:
leFT To righT: Elder John Belton, Elder Colin Roworth, Joyce Thorogood, 

Carol & Alastair McRoberts, Paul Callan, Assistant Pastor Matthew  
Marshall, Senior Pastor Jacob Brothers, Mark Keenan

HUSBAND & WIFE

••
NEW MEMBERS
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DEDICATIONS

Kevin & Sarah Gilfillan with 
Ethan — 30 August

FronT, leFT To righT: David & Laura Mc-
Namee with Isaac; Danielle Dryburgh with 

Jude; Rebecca & Andy Beveridge with Lucille.
BacK: Elder John Belton and Assistant Pastor 

Matthew Marshall — 27 September

••
EARLY ARRIVAL ON PLANET EARTH!

Luke & Helen Higdon (Northport, Alabama) 
with Elizabeth (Ellie) Clare, born 14 September, 4lb 14oz 
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Ellie Higdon, who arrived almost 5 weeks early. 

Luke writes: ‘After 10 days in the NICU she got to come 
home and is doing well. She is growing and showing all the 
signs of a healthy little newborn. Thank you to all of you 
that have already helped us so much through your prayers 
and gifts and support. Please continue to pray for her and 
us, that God would continue to equip us to be the parents 
she needs to point her towards Him.’

••
GRAIN GAME IN RWANDA

October: Alex Cowan with the local pastors of Mwogo, Rwanda. 
On the right is Anna Kayisinga, the leader of E3 Ministries in Rwanda. 

Alex writes about the camp at Mwogo: There were 60 people in total, 50 chil-
dren, 5 youth leaders and 5 pastors. In these churches there is also a drastic 
lack of Bibles and it was a joy to be able to give all of the children their first 
Bible. Please pray for the church leaders and children who attended our train-
ing events in Rwanda, and that God would use them to reach the people in 
their communities who have never heard the Gospel.
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Alex & Lottie Wright celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 13 
August. They were married in Shotts Baptist Church (below). Alex was the 
first and (so far) longest-serving pastor of Glenrothes Baptist Church (1958-
1992), and served as President of the Baptist Union of Scotland (1993/4). 

SIXTY YEARS MARRIED
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ACADEMIC HONOURS
Congratulations to Rev. Dr Neil Allison, who  
pastored the Church between 1993 and 1998. He 
has been made a Post-doctoral Research Fellow at 
the Highland Theological College of the Univer-
sity of the Highlands and Islands. Neil currently 
serves as pastor of Helensburgh Baptist Church. 
He has written a history of Glenrothes Baptist 
Church covering the period of Alex Wright’s min-
istry — The Adventure of Faith — which we hope 
to publish next year. 

Christ Alone and Sufficient

ChrisT is oFFered to us in the gospel exclusively, as the alone and only Sav-
iour of sinners; with whose blood and intercession nothing is to be mixed; 

but the soul of the sinner is singly to rely and depend on him, and no other … 
To depend partly upon Christ’s righteousness, and partly upon our own, is to 
set one foot upon a rock, and the other in a quick-sand; either Christ will be 
to us all in all, or nothing at all, in point of righteousness and salvation … as 
he did the whole work, so he expects the whole praise; if he be not able to save 
to the uttermost, why do we depend upon him at all? And if he be, why do we 
lean upon any beside him?

John Flavel (1628-1691)
‘The Method of Grace’ (Works, Volume 2, p. 111)

••
Have I missed a Significant Event? You give 

me the pictures and the ‘story’ and I’ll 
include them next time (within reason!). 

— Ed.  
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  introducing ‘encounter’

To the Ladies

We are really excited to let you know about the launch of a new 
Glenrothes Baptist Church ministry called ‘Encounter’, and 

would like to invite you to come and join with us in studying Priscilla 
Shirer’s book ‘One in a Million’: Journey to your Promised Land.

Encounter will be held monthly and will launch in the Church 
building on Saturday 5 December from 9am until 4.30pm (lunch will 
be provided). There will be a breakfast on the Sunday morning.

You may know that a group of ladies from GBC attended Hillsong’s 
‘Colour’ conference in April this year, where the Lord clearly spoke 
to each one of them during that weekend. Over the past few months, 
through prayer and a step in faith, Katherine Greer approached our 
Pastors and Elders with a vision that had stirred her heart.  This included 
gathering together a small team of some of the ladies (Margaret Cowan, 
Lorraine Marshall and Carol McRoberts) to pray through the vision 
and move it ‘from the pew to the pavement’.

Is your desire to be stirred up and used by God and move out onto 
the pavement—to know him more, share his love with others, both 
inside and outside the Church, and to enjoy fellowship with other ladies 
where we can pray for each other and see God use us for his purpose?

A review of the study says:

Priscilla gets the title One in a Million from the book of Exodus 
where approximately two million adult Israelites are rescued from 
bondage in Egypt and begin their journey to the Promised Land. You 
may know the story: out of the two million adults; only two men are 
allowed to enter the Promised Land.  Two out of two million! That’s 
one in a million—literally. Priscilla uses the journey of the Israelites 
through the wilderness, their whining and complaining, their doubts 
and fears and lack of trust in God, to illustrate how we as Christians 
shrink back from God-sized challenges, take the easy way out, and 
let our comfort level decide our commitment level.
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Even though the study is of a personal nature, we will meet monthly 
to allow for discussion, prayer, worship, and fellowship.

Are you ready to join with us in the journey to the ‘Promised Land’ 
and to allow all that you have heard about the greatness and power 
of God to move you ‘from the pew to the pavement’ and to live in the 
abundance promised to you? If so, then this study is for you.

If you are unsure, then why not come along on Saturday 5 December 
as this will give you a taste of the study in action. After this session, you 
can decide if you wish to continue on the journey with us.

Would like to be that ‘One in a Million?
Make sure you pick up an invitation and hand in your tear-off slip 

by Sunday 29 November. 

Every blessing,

Katherine, Margaret, Carol & Lorraine
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  the true meaning of christmas  

by Sinclair B. Ferguson

Christmas is a very elusive thing, isn’t it? We look forward to it. But 
what is ‘it’? Every year our pop stars and media personalities are 

asked the same unimaginative question, ‘What does Christmas mean to 
you?’, and give the understandably predictable answers: ‘It’s a time for 
the children.’ ‘It’s about peace.’ ‘It’s about family.’ ‘It’s about gifts, but 
it’s a pity it has become so commercialised.’ 

There is no other annual event in which almost everyone 
participates in the same activities at the same time of year. Birthdays, 
anniversaries, births, deaths, marriages, holidays, other festivals – 
these are experienced only by individuals or by groups of families and 
friends. Christmas is different. It ‘means’ something to everyone – even 
agnostics, to their embarrassment, seem to feel obliged to acknowledge 
it. I have never forgotten overhearing one of my professors – a vice 
president of the British Humanist Association, no less – asking an 
assistant in the university bookshop: ‘Do you stock Christmas cards?’ 
Almost everybody celebrates it in one form or another. 

But why? What is it really all about? Does it actually have any 
‘meaning’? ...

The dawning of the light
There is a statement in the Psalms that sums this up perfectly: ‘In your 
light we see light’ (Psa. 36:9 niv). Matthew is teaching us that when we 
see the significance of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ – ‘he will 
save his people from their sins’ – it is as if someone has switched on a 
light in our minds. 

Of course we do not understand everything; the gospel does not turn 
us into leading intellectuals! But we do come to understand something 
about everything, namely that in Christ everything begins to make 
sense. 

This is why John wrote in the Prologue to his Gospel that in Jesus 
light came into the world (John 1:4-9). Later he recorded Jesus’ own 
words:
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I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life (John 8:12). 

This, then, is the meaning of Christmas: the Light of the world 
has come into the darkness of the world, in order to bring light into 
the darkness of our hearts, and to illumine them with the grace of 
forgiveness. When we see this, we not only sing about ‘the hopes and 
fears of all the years’ being met in Christ; we also pray to him in words 
such as these from the same hymn:

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous Gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in;
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel.

Of course there is more to the gospel than this; much more. But 
there is never less. It is possible for us to be born again, born from 
above, and for our lives to begin anew in Christ (see John 3:1-14)!

So, basic to ‘the true meaning of Christmas’ is this: God has kept 
his promises. The seed of Abraham, the Son of David, has come into 
the world to bring the blessing of salvation to believers in every nation.  
Christ who is the Creator of all things, has entered his own creation in 
order to become our Saviour. That is what gives Christmas meaning. 
It is what gives history meaning. And it gives our lives meaning too ... 

The true meaning of Christmas?
When I was a child, Christmas seemed to die every year by bedtime on 
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December 25th. The anticipation seemed long; the realisation all too 
brief. I even tried wrapping up my presents again and opening them the 
following day. But my childhood disappointment could not be relieved. 
It was gone for another whole year.

I know now why that was true for me, as it is for every child. It 
was because ‘the true meaning of Christmas’ eluded me. In that sense 
Christmas never did really ‘happen’. I was looking in the wrong 
direction for the wrong things instead of in the right direction for Jesus. 

The truth is, Christmas is not coming. It has come. The Word already 
has been made flesh. He already has lived, bled, died, and risen again 
for us. Now all that remains is to receive him. For Jesus Christ himself 
is the meaning of Christmas.

These extracts from Sinclair Ferguson’s new book Child in 
the Manger: The True Meaning of Christmas are used with 
the kind permission of The Banner of Truth Trust. 

ISBN 978 1 84871 655 1
216 pages, clothbound

(Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 2015)

We are delighted that Dr Sinclair Ferguson has agreed 
to preach for us at the Church’s 60th Anniversary 

services next year. The date has yet to be finalised.  

Dr Ferguson currently serves on the preaching team 
in St Peter’s Free Church of Scotland in Dundee, and as 
Professor of Systematic Theology at Redeemer Seminary in 
Dallas, Texas. He is also a Teaching Fellow with Ligonier 
Ministries. 

He retired in 2013 as Senior Minister of First Presbyterian Church in 
Columbia, South Carolina. Prior to this he held the Charles Krahe chair for 
Systematic Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary and served Church 
of Scotland congregations in Unst (Shetland) and Glasgow (St George’s Tron). 
He received his Ph.D. from the University of Aberdeen in 1971. 

Sinclair and his wife Dorothy have three sons, a daughter, three grandsons, 
and three granddaughters.
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  john knox — the movie  

A review by Stefan Allison of the new documentary film Knox: The 
Life and Legacy of Scotland’s Controversial Reformer.

John Knox, a man who has influenced 
so much of Scotland’s history and 

much of the world, is a forgotten figure 
today. Scottish school-children are no 
longer taught about him in lessons; his 
grave is marked only by a sparse plaque. 
If remembered at all it is usually as a 
misogynistic and bigoted caricature. I 
was very excited then when I heard that 
a new film was being made about him. 
Knox is a 77 minute-long documentary 
from Trinity Digital directed by Murdo 
McLeod and presented by Philip Todd. 
At the première, McLeod made it clear 
that his aim was to retell Knox’s story 

in a way that is relevant for today. To do this he wanted to incorporate 
the perspective of theologians as well as historians. 

Without wishing to give too much away, the film is high quality. It 
is beautifully shot at many of the locations mentioned and Todd often 
presents against a dramatic backdrop of rolling waves—apt perhaps 
for such a tempestuous story. Philip Todd was a good pick for the 
narration: clear-speaking, youthful, and dramatic—hopefully making 
the film more engaging for younger audiences. Animated sketches are 
also effectively used to re-enact scenes from the past. 

The story is unravelled chronologically, setting the narrative within 
the historical context of the period. What emerges is a man of strong 
conviction, bold, intelligent, revolutionary; a man who preached the 
positive message of the gospel as well as hell-fire. While the documentary 
gives a favourable view of John Knox it is not wholly uncritical. One 
particular moment where the film is critical is his audience with Mary 
Queen of Scots. It was suggested that if Knox had taken a different 
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tack he might have won over Mary rather than just win the argument. 
While his confidence in God’s Word is particularly inspiring in today’s 
widespread relativism, we can also learn from his mistakes.

With the post-referendum interest in Scotland and the self-searching 
of our national identity, this film has been produced at an optimum time. 
I hope this film will be used in schools and churches, raising interest of 
Christianity’s influence in our past (and in the present). The message Knox 
preached is needed just as ever before. To paraphrase C. H. Spurgeon: 
That which thundered through Scotland must thunder again.

Stefan Allison

Only One Way 

Beloved BreThren, ye are God’s creatures, created and formed to his own 
image and similitude; for whose redemption was shed the most precious 

blood of the only beloved Son of God; to whom he hath commanded his 
gospel and glad tidings to be preached; and for whom he hath prepared the 
heavenly inheritance, so that ye will not obstinately refuse, and disdainfully 
contemn the means which he hath appointed, to obtain the same; to wit, his 
blessed Evangel, which now he offereth unto you, to the end that ye may be 
saved. For the gospel and glad tidings of the kingdom truly preached, is the 
power of God, to the salvation of every believer (Rom. 1); which to credit 
and receive, you of the commonalty are no less addebted [indebted], than be 
your rulers and princes. For albeit God hath put and ordained distinction and 
difference betwixt the king and subjects, betwixt the rulers and the common 
people, in the regiment and administration of civil policies, yet in the hope of 
the life to come, he hath made all equal. For as in Christ Jesus, the Jew hath 
no greater prerogative than hath the Gentile (Gal. 3), the man, than hath the 
woman, the learned than the unlearned, the lord than the servant, but all are 
one in him, so is there but one way and means to attain to the participation of 
his benefits and spiritual graces, which is a lively faith working by charity ... 
Yea, except in heart ye believe, and with the mouth ye confess the Lord Jesus 
to be the only Saviour of the world (which ye cannot do, except ye embrace his 
Evangel offered), ye cannot escape death and damnation (Hab. 2; Mark 16).

John Knox

in ‘An Address to the Commonalty [Ordinary People] of Scotland’, 1558.
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  friendly counsels  

On 18 June, 1949 the marriage took 
place in Hartlepool Baptist Church (now 
Headland Baptist Church), Co. Durham 
of Mr Norman Turnbull and Miss Minnie 
Innes. Minnie had been brought up in the 
church and served as a deacon prior to her 
marriage. Almost exactly one hundred years 
before that, in 1849, Rev. John Kneebon 
became pastor of the (then) relatively new 
Church, where he was to serve until 1860. 

Not long after he started, Mr Kneebon 
submitted a piece to the Primitive Church 
Magazine (No. LIII, 1850), telling 
something of the progress of the work in 
what was then a ‘mission station’. Included 

with his report were extracts from an article entitled ‘Friendly Counsels’ 
which he had written for the members of the Church, and which was printed 
in the ‘Quarterly Register of the Baptist Union Missionary Society’ in that 
issue. We think John Kneebon’s ‘Counsels’ are worth reprinting …

Dearly Beloved,

God, in His merciful providence, has done much for you; He 
has called you by the preaching of the gospel, and drawn you by His 
gracious Spirit; He has placed you in the number of His saints, and put 
upon you the profession of His own great name. I beseech you to be 
thankful for all this. Let me suggest a few Friendly Counsels, in relation 
to your Christian duty, character, and happiness; and may the Lord 
Jesus make them effectual in promoting your welfare, and His glory.

I. Be clothed with humility. 
This amiable virtue is the basis of all moral excellence, and without it 
you cannot be spiritually minded. If you value His favour, be humble, 
for ‘He resisteth the proud.’ If you would improve in saving knowledge 
and enjoyment, take your seat at ‘the feet of Jesus’. If you would have 
the esteem of your Christian brethren, and would commend yourself 
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to every man’s conscience, seek a large measure of humility. The ‘King 
of Saints’ never uttered more graceful words than when He said to His 
followers, ‘learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.’

II. Read and reverence the Bible. 
As the being of God is the foundation of all religion, so the word of God 
is the rule of it. Submit, therefore, to the guidance of that infallible record. 
The taste of this generation leans to metaphysical science, and to ‘fine-
spun theories’; and although ‘the Oracles of God’ are widely circulated, 
it is to be feared they are but little read. If you have unhappily fallen 
into the error of these times; if you have valued or studied any human 
writings more than the will and testament of your Saviour Christ, then 
I would urge you to review your conduct in this particular, and return 
speedily to the fountain of revealed truth. The lips of the Son of God have 
said: ‘The words that I speak unto you, they are the spirit, and they are 
life.’ What rays of holy illumination will adorn those pages, if you peruse 
them with thoughtfulness and prayer; and how much sweeter will it be, 
to draw instruction and comfort fresh for yourself, than to take them at 
second hand, darkened and adulterated with the mistakes and prejudices 
of fallen humanity! If you keep close to your Bible, and read it from a 
right motive, your understanding will acquire much strength, and your 
heart will advance in experimental godliness. 

III. Pray much in secret. 
Of all means of grace, closet [private] devotion is, to a lukewarm and 
formal professor [i.e., one who professes faith in Christ], the most 
irksome, and hence it is most neglected; but if you possess true religion, 
and are ‘led by the Spirit’, you feel a sublime pleasure in going to 
‘a desert place’ to worship God. Secret prayer is admirably adapted 
to your present state of existence: for you are in a world of active 
duties, and painful trials. Silence and retirement soothe the passions, 
and promote meditation. The daily use of secret prayer forms also a 
tolerable evidence of your sincerity in religion. You do it, not to be 
seen or heard of men—not to flatter yourself into a notion of superior 
sanctity, but from a lively sense of your spiritual wants; as an act of 
obedience to your divine Lord, and that you may, in a more collected 
manner acknowledge past mercies, and implore a present blessing. 
Beloved, I may, of course, conclude that you pray much in secret. God 
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and your own heart are privy to this matter. How spiritually cold is that 
man, and how feeble and fickle are his efforts in the work of salvation, 
who holds no secret fellowship with the Almighty. You may take it 
for a general rule, that if you loathe, and lay aside communion with 
God, you are in an unrenewed or backslidden state; but if you attend 
to private devotion with fervour and frequency, you are (other things 
being equal) in spiritual health. 

IV. Train your family religiously. 
There are but few children who see even the form of religion in their 
father’s house. They are not taught to ask for spiritual comforts, nor 
to acknowledge temporal ones. On the contrary; selfishness, falsehood, 
anger, and profaneness go round the family circle, from the parent to 
the infant. Millions, after having thus passed the first fourteen years of 
life, leave their home, form a part of the public, go from one stage of 
vice to another, and never come to repentance. Is it at all surprising that 
the world is full of wickedness and woe? Beloved, are you an unmarried 
person? On entering wedlock, observe the Apostolic injunction: ‘be not 
unequally yoked with an unbeliever,’ ‘marry only in the Lord.’ This 
duty is as binding upon Christians as any other gospel precept. Should 
you be blessed with children, make your abode a nursery for heaven, 
and not a breeding place for hell. What peace, order, and joy, are in the 
habitation of the righteous.

V. Be regular in your attendance at the Lord’s table.  
This ordinance has special regard to the atonement of Christ: to ‘his 
agony, and bloody sweat; his cross, and passion; his precious death, and 
burial.’ It is designed to bring his great love to your remembrance by 
visible tokens, to draw out your best sympathies toward him, and to 
confirm your attachment to your fellow Christians. When you sit at his 
table, ponder the evangelic story of Christ’s sufferings; bring before you 
the sad doings of Calvary, and pray the Holy Ghost to soften and subdue 
your heart. A vivid idea of infinite justice—a horror of sin—a prostration 
of soul as in the dust—and a blissful sense of redeeming love, are proper 
on such an occasion. The Master has said, ‘do this in remembrance of 
me.’ It is the language of affection mingled with grief; it is the language of 
authority tempered with friendship. It is the farewell voice of your ‘chief 
shepherd,’ and it becomes you to hearken with obedient awe.
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VI. Love and support your own place of worship. 
I will not insist upon the obligation in general, but briefly point out 
your duty in particular. You are a single member of the Saviour’s 
mystical body; and, strictly speaking, you belong to a single church. 
Your own place of worship, and every thing relating thereto, have the 
first and strongest claim upon your love, your attendance, and your 
contributions. If the stones of a building become loose, or fall out, that 
house will soon ‘be brought to desolation.’ If a farmer go and cultivate 
his neighbour’s field, it is foolish misapplication of time and strength. 
The broken fences and rude briers of his own estate prove him to be 
a slothful man. So the weak-minded professor, who is attracted from 
his own people and his own pew by every religious novelty, cannot call 
himself a member of any church. He does nothing to purpose in the 
vineyard of Christ; he is a stumbling-block to others. 

VII. Love not the world. 
Worldliness and true religion cannot dwell in the same individual, for they 
are destructive of each other. As a pilgrim on the earth, your treasure, 
heart, and home are supposed to be in the regions of immortality. How 
unseemly it is then for you to love this world. The grace of God is designed 
to correct such a propensity, and to raise your soul to lawful nobler objects. 
It is granted that lawful industry is binding upon every one; but even things 
may be abused. They are good only in their due weight and measure. 

Headland Baptist Church today
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  think about it!  

His job ... your job

The preacher is to proclaim the illimitable, inexhaustible, unfathom- 
able, unsearchable, untraceable riches of Christ ... And why must 

the preacher preach the unsearchable riches of Christ? Because nothing 
else will satisfy, because Christ alone is worthy of such labour, and 
because man is hopeless, absolutely helpless without it.

Our world, so steeped in secularism, denies the power and glory 
of the resurrected Christ who indwells his people. One of the saddest 
aspects of modernity is to see people searching for comfort in creation, 
totally missing the riches of Christ for all who embrace him and believe 
in him. The preacher’s job is to prepare people to live well and to die 
well and he can only do this as he preaches the unfathomable riches of 
Christ.

And what is your job? You are to listen to the preached Word, and 
by this I mean you are not to trifle with it, you are not to take it lightly, 
you are not to ‘take it or leave it’. You are to listen to it, believe it, act 
upon it, and repent when it shows you your sin. You are to understand 
that God looks to the one who is humble and contrite of heart, who 
trembles at his Word (Isa. 66:1, 2). 

Are you doing so, or are you placing your affections on creation, 
looking to people, places, and things to satisfy you, to salve your 
conscience, to remove the pain of your suffering? Are you lax in your 
attendance to the preached Word of God? For what reasons do you 
miss church? How often do you miss it? Are you casual in your personal 
and familial Bible reading and study? What motivates you? What gives 
you your greatest joy? Are you a doer of the Word of God, or merely 
a hearer?

allen m. BaKer, Preaching the Illimitable Riches of Christ
Al Baker is an evangelist with Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowship, 

and Director of the Alabama Church Planting Network. 
https://banneroftruth.org/uk/resources/articles/2007/preaching-the-illimitable-riches-of-christ/; 

accessed 6/7/15
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GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH, CHURCH STREET, GLENROTHES KY7 5ND
“to glorify God through worship and witness”

Sunday worship at 11:00 am and 6:15 pm.

Pastor:  Rev Jacob Brothers
   Tel. 01592 566784
   pastorjacobbrothers@gmail.com
Administrator: Loma Robertson

   Tel. 01592 569921
    russ.loma@hotmail.com

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work, 
 and special thanks to Simon Dirom for several of the photographs.

The Editor can be contacted at colin.roworth@gmail.com 
or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.

Front Cover: The Induction of Rev Matthew Marshall as Assistant Pastor of Mission, 
22 August 2015  

Photo: Simon Dirom

www.glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk 

Celebrating Alex & Lottie Wright’s 60th Anniversary, 13 August 2015 (see also p.  24).  


