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The Pastor’s Pages 

LET US PRAY 

Our church is strong at many things. God 
has given our church a heart to love and 

to reach out to others. We spend much time 
doing many great ministries and services to 
others within and without the church. We 
love the Word of God and proclaiming the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations. We don’t 
shrink from proclaiming central doctrines, and 
‘contending for the faith that was once for all 

delivered to the saints.’ We strive together to make disciples who make 
disciples. We seek to serve together using all of the different gifts of the 
body of the church, that Christ may be glorified. God is definitely at 
work among us. He is growing our church, and not only numerically. 
Souls are being saved, and all Christians (young & old) are growing 
in depth of insight and understanding in following Christ. However, I 
can’t help but think this is in spite of us— particularly when I consider 
our church’s heart for corporate prayer. 

Now, I’m not saying that we don’t pray. I’m sure as individuals and 
with friends we do pray a lot (I hope I’m not giving everyone the benefit 
of the doubt). It is encouraging to see a few people on Sundays both 
before and after our services praying with one another and bearing one 
another’s burdens. I’m sure we spend some time with our Home Bible 
Fellowships praying. However, on the whole, I find it quite discouraging 
that our bi-weekly public Prayer Gatherings have consisted of mostly 
less than 10% of the membership. In my own prayer for our church, 
I felt burdened to ask the question, Why? So … if you don’t come to 
pray, why? 

Is it a legitimate practical issue? Does our lack of gathering together 
as a church to pray simply have to do with the fact that a Tuesday night 
isn’t great for a number of people? Is it the time? Taking a basic survey 
of the majority of people in Prayer Gathering revealed that 7:45–9pm 
was very difficult. Are these real issues for you and your family? Is it the 
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format of the Prayer Gathering? Is it that you feel your prayers are not 
necessary because you are uncomfortable praying out loud? It would be 
great to hear your heart. If there are simple legitimate practical changes 
we could make in order to incorporate a great many more people to 
pray, then please let us know.

My concern, however, is that our prayerlessness isn’t simply a 
practical issue, but a spiritual one—a lack of faith. Perhaps we don’t 
pray because we either don’t believe it is necessary, or we believe it 
doesn’t really accomplish much. We think we are just fine on our own: 
after all, ‘its just the Prayer Gathering—I don’t feel like going tonight 
… I have much more important things to do’. 

Brothers and sisters, let us understand that ‘we have not because 
we ask not’ (James 4:3). Christ and the early church devoted much 
time to praying together with others (Mark 1:35; Acts 1:14, 2:42, 3:1, 
4:23-31, 6:4, 12:5, 13:1-3). In fact, this was the way that the gospel 
went forward, and the means by which Christ was empowered to do 
the Father’s will. If Jesus needed to pray to stay in the Father’s will, 
how much more do we? For Christians, prayer is supposed to be like 
breathing. A lack of prayer demonstrates a lack of faith in God. When 
we pray, we demonstrate that we believe we are calling on God to act 
and work. When we don’t pray, we demonstrate that we don’t think 
we need God—we are fine on our own. I am convinced that one of the 
schemes of the devil is to convince the church that we need not pray 
together. When we don’t pray, he has nothing to fear. When we pray 
and God does amazing things, God gets the glory. When we pray, we 
are asking God to do things that only God can do.

I am not writing this to put you on a guilt trip. Guilt is not always 
a good motivator, and not one that I enjoy. There may be legitimate 
reasons for not coming to pray. I don’t simply want our church to pray 
because we feel guilt. However, I do want God to change our hearts 
concerning prayer. I long for us to be a people where 90% of our church 
prays together.  I pray that God’s kindness would lead us to repentance. 
I pray that we would demonstrate our faith not only by worshipping 
on a Sunday, but in praying together consistently in Prayer Gathering. 
I pray that God would convince us of the necessity of prayer, and that 
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from the inside out the Holy Spirit would make us into a powerful force 
who cry out to God together for his kingdom to come, and his will to 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

If you can, please come and pray. I hope to see you at Prayer 
Gathering!

Your Brother & Pastor, 
Jacob  

 ••
SPECIAL PRAYER GATHERINGS
Last year, the leadership of GBC began taking steps as to the best way to 
communicate what the Lord is doing and how he is leading us in GBC. 
Some in the church had expressed a desire for more of the congregation 
to become aware and take part in what is going on. Therefore it was 
decided that at least four times per year we would have special Prayer 
Gatherings to communicate and pray together over the future direction 
in the church. This was also to be an opportunity for the church together 
to hear, pray, and ask questions about what God is doing. Sadly, these 
Prayer Gatherings have not been attended by much more than 10% of 
the church. However, I still wanted to communicate to everyone the 
things that are going on, and how we can pray: 

Leadership Changes
Gavin & Joanna Thomson have been with our church family for quite 
a few years now, both serving in very important leadership positions—
Gavin being one of the pastors (elders) of the church, and Joanna 
faithfully serving as the leader of Sunday School. Recently the Lord has 
blessed them with their third child, and a shift in Gavin’s role within 
Scripture Union. Due to these situations, the Lord seems to be leading 
them to move through to Edinburgh. As such, Gavin will be stepping 
down as an elder of GBC. Joanna has stepped back from being the 
leader of Sunday School to better assist Gavin in his ministry. She has 
(with the approval of the elders) handed responsibility of the leadership 
of Sunday School to Stephen Dewar. On Sunday 15 March, we heard 
Gavin tell us something of how the Lord has been leading them as a 
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family, and together prayed for them. But we need to keep praying!  

PRAY: 
• For the Lord’s direction and provision for the Thomsons in life 

and ministry.
• For the Lord’s provision for us in GBC of other pastors (elders) to 

shepherd the flock.
• For the Lord to provide more called and equipped Sunday School 

teachers / helpers.
• For the Thomson’s Monday HBF should the Lord move them.

Task Specific Deacons
This first couple of months of 2015, we have been fleshing out the details 
of what the new ‘task specific’ deacons’ roles are going to look like. All 
this was explained at some length in the last issue of faith@work. In 
the weeks to come, we will begin on Sunday mornings to communicate 
the details of each task specific deacon. This will include ways that the 
church can serve alongside the deacons to fulfil the ministries to which 
God has called them. There are some minor changes to the details given 
in the last magazine: 

Loma roBerTson—Church Administration
rUsseLL roBerTson—Building & Maintenance Team
heLen cLarkson—Church Finance
isoBeL carLin—Senior Adult & Vulnerable Member Care
reBecca Beveridge—Communication Team
david mcnamee—Sound/Multimedia (with Adult Ministries 
financial accountability) 
mark granT—Welcoming & Stewarding (with Youth/Children 
financial accountability)

PRAY: 
• For the deacons to be empowered to serve with the church into 

these roles.
• For the church to step up and serve where God has equipped and 

gifted them.
• For the financial accounting and reporting of GBC, as a computer 

crashed. Some files were thankfully salvaged but a lot of data must be 
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re-entered onto the computer and re-calculated.  
• For God to raise up new deacons who will continue to serve and 

meet the practical needs of the church, in order that the gospel may be 
proclaimed and disciples made.  

Matthew Marshall potentially coming to GBC
UPDATE: Our church is in the process of prayerfully discerning with the 
Marshalls whether the Lord is calling Matthew Marshall (and family) to 
serve at our church as an Assistant Pastor whilst he is looking to study 
and prepare for pastoral ministry at Edinburgh Theological Seminary. 
We are currently applying to the Baptist Union Ministry Resource Fund, 
which may cover 1/3 of an Assistant Pastor ministry position. This 
application process is quite invasive and extensive (including 3-year 
budget projections), but must be completed first before our church 
could look to call any individual. Concerning this application, there 
will be a very important meeting with our leadership and a small group 
from the BU in April to discuss everything. If approved, the application 
will then be proposed to a larger formal Baptist Union Resource 
Grant meeting which will take place in May. If our application for this 
ministry position is approved in May, our church would then be able 
to go through the formal process of prayerfully seeking what particular 
individual the Lord would be raising up to fill this position. 

On the Marshall’s end, Matthew has had many growing opportunities 
recently to serve in pastoral ways. The Lord gave Matthew the 
opportunity to preach at his ‘Harvest Metanoia’ Church (a large gospel-
centred church in Arad), among others. Matthew was in Glenrothes 
on 17 March for tour with ‘A New Song’ and stayed on for a time of 
prayer and discussion with the church about ministry and his calling. 
This is an important time for our church to hear Matthew’s heart, and 
where he is in the process of calling to pastoral ministry (whether it is 
here or somewhere else).  

PRAY: 
• That the Lord would speak to the Marshalls clearly and affirm his 

direction.
• For patience for everyone and for ministry opportunities as we 
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wait upon the Lord.
• For the Lord to provide in our BU application and especially 

financially if indeed he wants the Marshalls here, as this is a major 
hurdle that we must overcome if God is leading us to call them. There 
must be at least 3 years of sustainable provision.

Marriages and Growing Families 
The Lord has blessed our church with many expectant mothers as of 
late. Rebecca Beveridge, Laura McNamee, Sarah Gilfillan, and Danielle 
Dryburgh are all looking forward to being new mums! Additionally, 
there are three couples whose weddings I am performing in the coming 
months: Caroline Warrender to Scott Clark in June, Nicola Thomson to 
Andrew Brown in July, and Michelle Ross to Simon Dirom in August. 

PRAY: 
• For all these mums and families (and church family)
• For the needs of a growing crèche and the desire from these mums 

for a mothers & toddlers ministry in Glenrothes to be brought to 
fruition. 

• For these (and all marriages) to be beautiful pictures of Christ and 
his bride. 

Blessed Difficulties of a Diverse and Growing Church  
 Various new Christians and new members necessitating a ‘Firm 
Foundations’ course to be started at some point (probably in the autumn).
 Need for more consistent discipling relationships within the church.
 Need for God to raise up more Children’s and Youth Workers. 
 Need for particular care in our congregation of our senior adults with 
their ageing bodies and minds. 

GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH
Saturday 18 April 2015

God’s Plan for Marriage and Children
For any young married (or soon-to-be-married) couples and new or 

potential parents or adopters
More information: see Nicola Thomson
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 Need for a new Home Bible Fellowship on Fridays, as the current 
Friday group is outgrowing the Robertsons’ home (there are consistently 
over 20 people present). Pray for the group and for the elders as we 
discern with them whom God is raising up to take the next new HBF.
 Holy Week Services and the Easter outreach (see below). 
 Continuing evangelism through Christianity Explored (new group 
after Easter).
 Those who are being discipled toward baptism.   

PRAY: 
• For all these and other needs, and the members of our congregation. 

Jacob Brothers
••

Glenrothes Baptist Church
Easter Sunday 5 April 2015

6.00pm
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 HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
  

30 March
– 3 April 2015

7:15 – 7:45 pm

Glenrothes Baptist Church invites you to a short devotional 
meditation each evening of Holy Week, focusing on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, his Passion, and its meaning. This year the topics 
are taken from John Piper’s little book, Love to the Uttermost: 
Devotional Readings for Holy Week.* The meditations will be 
led by members of the men’s ‘Boot Camp’.   

Date Topic

Monday 
30 March

He set His face for Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-56) 
Led by Paul Greer & Andrew Beveridge

Tuesday 
31 March

DeptH of love for us (Romans 5:6–8)
Led by Stephen Galbraith

Wednesday 
1 April

WHy Jesus is all-trustWortHy (John 13:19)
Led by John Lamond & Kenny Morton 

Thursday 
2 April

tHursDay of tHe commanDment (John 13:34)
[including Communion]
Led by Steven Beveridge 

Friday 
3 April

WHat is gooD about friDay? (Hebrews 7:25)   
Led by David McNamee 

Each service lasts for approximately half-an-hour. There will be a  
celebration of the Lord’s Supper on the Thursday evening. 

* © Desiring God. Website: desiringGod.org
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 BAPTISMS 

Fiona McGregor
Baptised 7 Dec. 2014  |  Received into membership 14 Dec. 2014 

‘I’ve opened my heart to the Lord, to love him and to trust in him. 
He is my Lord and Saviour. ’
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Fiona’s testimony

Although my parents were no longer 
churchgoers, I had a Christian up-

bringing and went to Sunday School and 
church. When I married, my husband ob-
jected to me going to church and made my 
life very difficult when I did go, so I took 
the easy way out and stopped going. I told 
myself I didn’t need to go to church to be 
a Christian. My marriage broke up, and 
eventually I married Brian who would never have minded if I went to 
church—but I still didn’t go. 

Over the last few years I started thinking about God and returning to 
the church, but I didn’t do anything about it. I know now it was the Lord 
doing this, but I didn’t listen to him. 

When my niece, a practising Baptist, visited us, the two of us came to 
Glenrothes Baptist Church; I think the Lord meant me to come to this 
church. We were made so welcome, and I had such a wonderful feeling 
of peace and belonging that day, and have it still. 

In the time I’ve been coming to church, going to Christianity Explored 
and Home Bible Studies, I’ve opened my heart to the Lord, to love him 
and to trust in him. He is my Lord and Saviour. 

I’ve also been made welcome by the Ladies’ Fellowship and I’ve 
learned that being a Christian isn’t just about church; it’s a way of life. 
The friendship, generosity, and kindness I’ve been shown by so many 
people—it’s impossible to name them all, but I’ll always be grateful to 
them for helping me along this path to the Lord. 

I was reading my Bible one day—a passage I’ve known most of my 
life in John 3: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son’—and I started crying and couldn’t stop. I was so overwhelmed by 
how much he loved me, even though I had strayed from him for so long. 
And still his Son had died to save me. It made me feel very humble. 

I had always believed in God, but I see now I didn’t have a relationship 
with him. I hadn’t known him and I hadn’t loved him. 
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When Jacob said he would baptise me, I was so happy! I couldn’t wait 
to tell my husband, who has encouraged me to follow my heart. He’s 
here today to support me, along with the rest of my family. 

Sheila has taken me through the [baptismal] course with great enthu-
siasm, and has made it a wonderful experience. 

The Lord describes himself as a shepherd. If you’ve ever watched One 
Man and His Dog, you’ll know that there’s always one sheep that runs 
off and refuses to go in the pen. That was me. But now I’m safe, with the 
Lord loving and caring for me as I love him.

I’m ready to declare my love and trust in my Lord and be his for-
ever.   

Yvonne Thomson
Baptised 22 February 2015  

‘God has given me fulfilment and purpose and joy.’



[12]

Yvonne’s testimony

I grew up first going to church when I was 
a child. I can remember going to Sunday 

school with my sisters and my brother, so I 
was ‘surrounded by God’ from the very be-
ginning. I just followed through the motions 
of doing ‘Christian things’ that I thought 
you were supposed to do. I didn’t know the 
Lord; I just knew about him. 

 As I grew up I stopped going to church. I had no interest. I found 
myself searching for purpose and meaning in people and also in myself—
whether that was my friends or in relationships. Then we moved, so I 
met new friends and went to a new school. My friends were the same age 
as me, and some were older. We went to the Salvation Army to see what 
it was like. I went for a few months and really enjoyed it. I was fourteen, 
and one Sunday morning during the service it was then that I gave my 
heart to God. I felt good inside, and I knew the Lord wouldn’t leave me. 

Then when I was sixteen, a tragedy happened: my little brother died. 
That’s when I questioned God, asking ‘Why did you take him?’ That was 
when I questioned my faith. I stopped believing in God. At my lowest 
point and when I was alone, God drew me to himself. From growing up 
and going to church I knew what to do: I prayed, I confessed, and I ac-
knowledged that he sent Jesus to die on the cross so that I could be saved 
and have eternal life. 

Since knowing him, God showed me that 
being a Christian isn’t just about doing his 
good works. He made it clear that I don’t 
have to earn my salvation or his love, as it 
says in Ephesians 2:8-9. He has given me ful-
filment and purpose and joy.   

I came to Glenrothes Baptist Church on 
Christmas Eve, 2013, and I’ve kept coming 
back. I also met Laura, and I went to Christianity Explored.  

I am not perfect and I still mess up, but I know God loves me despite 
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my flaws and imperfections, and when the thing I was pursuing before 
continually let me down, God has never once left me. He has shown him-
self to me in his Word. One verse that has stuck out is Philippians 4:13, 
‘I can do everything through him who gives me strength.’ God loved me 
at my lowest point and he has rescued me from myself and from eternal 
separation from him. 
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  from the Treasurer 

As agreed at the last budget meeting we need £1754 
per week, and I would ask everyone to prayerfully 

consider their giving. You will see from the table below 
that in the last three months we did not reach the budget 
figure in any of the months. As a result, we need to use 
the Anniversary Thanksgiving Offering (target £4000) 

to help alleviate the deficit on the General Fund.

Month Average weekly offering (£)
December ‘14 1728.91
January ‘15 1635.23
February 1735.01
buDget £1754 per week

One way to increase giving (if you are a tax-payer) is to Gift Aid your 
offerings, as the church can claim another 25 pence for every £1 that is 
gift aided. Please see me if this is something that you may wish to do.

In January we received £3012.00 in Gift Aid tax returns for the 
period 1/10/2014 – 31/12/2014.

Another way (if you shop online) is easyfundraising. We have raised 
over £200 in this way. Please see David McNamee if you would like 
more information on this.

The best way is to pray and ask God for his leading. See 2 Corinthians 
9:7 — ‘Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’

GOOD NEWS — we received a grant of £35570.62 which is 75% 
of the costs of the new heating system. We needed to provide the 
other 25% (amounting to £11856.88) and thanks to your generosity 
(between the Anniversary offerings which were for the heating, and 
other donations received) we have £13471.40 with still more to come. 
SO WELL DONE EVERYONE!

Helen Clarkson 
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an introduction to gbc 

Our former Pastor, Neil Allison, has been busy writing a history of the 
Church between 1958 and 1993— many of you have probably been 
involved in one way or another! Our present Pastor was asked to contribute 
an Introduction, and we thought you might like to get a sneak preview . . . 

As the current pastor of Glenrothes Baptist Church (GBC), I am 
encouraged to read of the faithfulness of God through the founding 

members. Over half-a-century since the church’s establishment, I realise 
just how blessed I am to pastor this flock. In the following pages, you will 
read of the beginnings and formation of GBC. You will hear many stories 
of God’s astounding grace, displayed through the lives of many people 
who have sacrificed for a gospel-centred Baptist Church in Glenrothes. 
Many of these faithfully ran their race, and are with their Lord. A good 
number of others are now grans in their seventies to nineties—still active 
members of the church. God is still using these dear saints to encourage the 
new generation to hold forth the gospel of Jesus in this town. The church 
of Jesus Christ is always one generation from extinction, and this has never 
been more true than it is now.

The Culture of Scotland Today

We live in a very different age from 1956, or even 2006. We now live in a 
post-modern, post-Christian society where the relativity of truth, rampant 
liberal theology in many ‘churches’, and the (im)moral revolution are the 
norm. Scotland has become increasingly secular. During GBC’s existence, 
church attendance in the land has gone from the expected norm, to an era 
where about 95% of people in our town attend no church whatsoever. The 
evangelical population here is estimated at between 2% and 4%. Long-
held biblical views of morality concerning life, marriage, sexuality, etc. are 
now viewed by popular society as the zealous ignorant bigotry of a dead 
generation. But lest we forget who the Lord of the harvest is—God’s fields 
have never been more ripe for the harvest! Jesus promised, ‘I will build my 
church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it’ (Matt. 16:18) and 
he certainly hasn’t stopped today. Over the past few years we have been 
blessed with an influx of young newly-baptised believers, and many others 
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growing in their faith. Our church now sits with a growing membership 
which is reaching out and making disciples, sending out missionaries and 
pastors, equipping young men for Christian leadership, and seeking to 
impact the darkness here. 

The Call of Glenrothes Baptist Church Today

The mission of Glenrothes Baptist Church today is the same as the 
church’s mission was 2000 years ago when Jesus told his followers, ‘All 
authority has been given to me . . . therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you’ (Matt. 
28:18-20). As we do that in this town, here are a few challenges —ways 
the church in this age can live this out:

1. The Gospel: Each Christian must personally hold fast to the saving 
gospel of Jesus Christ for himself. 

2. The Enemy: Each Christian must realise we are in hostile, enemy 
territory.

3. The Mission: Each Christian must take responsibility for being a 
disciple who makes disciples.

1. The Gospel: Without the gospel, no disciples are made. Christians in 
this generation must reclaim with absolute certainty the centrality of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in all they do. ‘Christ died for our sins, was buried, 
and rose again on the third day’ (1 Cor. 15:1-5). We must ‘not be ashamed 
of this gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation of everyone who 
believes’ (Rom. 1:18). In an age of the relativity of truth, Christians must 
engage the culture with the truth of God as revealed in his inerrant Word. 
We must know what the good news about Jesus is, and why we believe it. 

2. The Enemy:  Gone are the days of Christendom. True Jesus followers 
must be prepared to respond to venomous hostility and resentment by 
speaking the truth of God in love. We must be careful not to retreat from 
the world, but to be in it. We must also be careful not to be like the world, 
but to shine brightly as light in the darkness. We must also understand the 
reality of the spiritual battle in which we are engaged. Our battle is not 
against flesh and blood. The people in this world are enslaved by Satan. He 
is a formidable foe who has blinded the minds of the unbelievers and who 
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has held many captive to do his will. We must cry out to Jesus in prayer for 
souls and stand firm when the attack comes our way. The Word of God is 
the only weapon that can free the captive soul. 

3. The Calling: Jesus didn’t make converts, but disciples. A disciple is 
not merely saved, baptised, and made a member of a church. A disciple is a 
lifelong learner and follower of Jesus Christ who makes other disciples. We 
must individually and corporately foster a community of discipleship in 
GBC. We must become intentionally relational and unashamedly missional 
with this culture in which we live. Programmes don’t win people to Christ—
people do. We make disciples by loving people, building relationship with 
them, and ultimately sharing the Word of God with them about Jesus 
Christ as God gives opportunities.

Conclusion

For the sovereign God of the universe, history is always just that—His-
Story. The main person in this story you are going to read about is none 
other than Jesus Christ himself. GBC is his church, his people, his bride, 
and has only continued by his grace and his gospel alone. As you read 
these pages, please do not cease to pray for God’s continuing work and the 
gospel of Jesus Christ going forth to the glory and praise of God. 

Jacob Brothers

‘The Doctor’ on Prayer

If  you have never had difficulty in prayer, it is absolutely certain that you have 
never prayed. 

Everything we do in the Christian life is easier than prayer.

There is no better index of where we stand than the amount of praise and 
thanksgiving that characterizes our lives and our prayers. Some people are 
always offering petitions or making statements.

The ultimate test of the Christian life is the amount of time we give to prayer. 

d. marTyn LLoyd-Jones (1899-1981)
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mission jakarta 

In the last issue of faith@work we included an article about the trip last 
November by one of our Elders, John Belton to Jakarta, Indonesia, to 
help develop the Grain Game ministry there. Well, he’s been back! The 
idea was to meet up with Grain Gamers William and Laura Strickland ...

I arrived in Jakarta on Sunday, 1 March, 
and hooked up with our main contact in 

Indonesia, the irrepressible Yusup Lifire, on 
whose invitation we had returned to this 
country to carry out a training course for 
teachers and others in the art of the Grain 
Game demonstrations that so powerfully 
teach the truth of the gospel as revealed in 
God’s Word.

That Sunday evening I had the honour of bringing God’s Word to a 
little church gathering of around twenty people who were only meeting for 
the third time ever. It was ace to see them being encouraged by the account 
in Acts 12, as they saw how the prayers of God’s people were pivotal in his 
action of a dramatic rescue.

It was neat really that a dramatic rescue was at the centre of this story, 
because that wee gathering was made up mostly of guys who would be 
joining us in the next days for GG training and who themselves were 
involved in the most dramatic rescue of all—the rescue of kids all over 
Indonesia from the clutches of Satan through the proclamation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.

On Monday morning (the day before the Stricklands were due to arrive)  
Yusup invited me to join the guys who were already on week four of an 
intensive seven-week training and equipping course for mission. Week four 
would be the GG training we had come to do.
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The average age of this group is probably only 20, and they came from 
Sumatra, West Borneo, West Timor, and the Sumatran island of Nias to 
live in a dormitory together at their own expense with the intention of 
being trained in the gospel, so that they can be sent into those harvest 
fields that are ripe to overflowing in this the largest Muslim country on 
earth. They voluntarily get up around 5am each morning to have personal 
devotions, followed by a time of Bible study and worship together in the 
dorm, before they make breakfast and head off to the little office/training 
centre to continue their training.

It is the vision of Grain Game that the demonstrations, these vehicles 
for the gospel, would be given to the nations to be used by the local people 
for the local people in their native language in a culturally sensitive manner, 
whilst still being completely faithful to the teachings of Scripture. In these 
special young people we could not have asked for a more dedicated or 
committed little group of people with whom to work!

The Indonesian constitution ‘guarantees’ religious freedom for all, but 
this sits uneasily beside blasphemy laws that expressly prohibit anyone 
trying to convert a Muslim—whether practising or not—to Christianity or 
any other religion.

Meanwhile, the Stricklands, who had missed their connecting flight in 
Tokyo, were enjoying their sushi and a night of luxury at the expense of 
United Airlines in a swish hotel in Tokyo! Back in Jakarta, I was off out to 
see these eager young people at the little training centre on the outskirts of 
the city. Providentially, I had been able to cobble together some supplies 
for a few GG demos, and as I prepared the night before I knew we could 
not disappoint them or hold them back any longer, and I kinda knew that 
this situation was exactly where God wanted me to be—that is, to have no 
alternative but to go for it! 

We really did have a remarkably good time together when amazingly I 
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had the privilege to teach them through 8 GG demos—made so smooth by 
the pathway of prayer that they were eating out of my hand right from the 
start. I know perhaps you hear a lot about the part prayer plays in the GG 
world, but believe me it is phenomenal how it holds us up and sustains us 
and enables us to do far more than we could ask or even imagine. To God 
be the glory!

The Stricklands finally made it to Indonesia on Tuesday (3 March). As 
I met them at international arrivals at Jakarta airport, there was Strick 
wearing his white football shirt with the big red A on the front . . .

The week has just flown by ...
It truly has been a special time and one that we could not have 

anticipated—and yet perhaps in many ways we should have, as the prayer 
that is the powerful engine in all this work has brought about remarkable 
favour and access on countless occasions before now, and this time was no 
exception.

Our accommodation had not been confirmed as I had departed 
Scotland, but after an initial night in a downtown hotel I was taken to the 
home of Rod & Trish Passmore, who have truly been wonderful hosts to 
the Stricklands and me, welcoming us into their lovely home as one of their 
own and showing us much kindness and hospitality. The proximity of their 
home to where our work would take place made it so much easier, as we 
avoided the notoriously congested Jakarta traffic that would have added 
at least three hours onto our day. The Passmores are Australian, and have 
been in Jakarta for three years as principals of Springfield International 
Christian School.

We had three teachers from Yusup’s ministries in the rubbish dump 
community—Dani (28) and his wife Tina (24), and Jelly (22). These guys 
have been working in the project down there as teachers for over a year 
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now and the painstaking work building relationships with the community 
there has just reached its third anniversary. The work is with some of the 
poorest in the city who live by scavenging mainly plastic, and some metals, 
on a colossal rubbish tip on the outskirts of the city. The community is 
nominally Muslim, although there are few practising Muslims among 
them, and because of this the work must be done sensitively and slowly as 
it only continues with the blessing of the Muslim community leaders. 

The goal of Yusup and his team of teachers and others is to share the 
gospel with this community by loving them and serving them and living 
out Christ to them, and in so doing gaining their trust and winning them 
for Christ. This is a long, painstakingly slow process and one which can 
bring discouragement, as Yusup shared with me the other day down there 
as we sat on the wall of the tiny shack that is the community’s mosque and 
prayed for that place. But remarkably there are signs of life—not least that 
the community leader, apparently a practising Muslim, allowed the project 
to meet in his shack home initially until a small community centre was built. 
Yusup and his friends, who are openly Christian, seem to continue to enjoy 
his favour, and others are now asking about the Christian faith and why 
these guys would want to reach out to them at all. Please pray for Rosa a 
thirteen-year-old girl who made a profession of faith in Christ recently.

Please pray too for Noor, a twelve-year-old girl who is enigmatic and 
boisterous and just full of life, but as William remarked is a leader among 
her peers. She was hugely engaged as Warni, Yusup’s wife taught around 
‘Soap and Pepper’ and the need for cleansing from our sin to be acceptable 
to God. 
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The stark poverty in the rubbish tip community is only a shadow of 
the deep spiritual poverty of being separated from Christ, and it is this 
transformation that they urgently need. Reaching out to the children and 
young people is a central part of the vision Yusup and his team have as 
a way to impact this community, made up of several unreached people 
groups, such as the Sundanese, the Madurese, and the Sumatri, who in 
their home villages are hard line Muslims making it is impossible to reach 
them there. So it was wonderful to see the team use their newly learned 
skills in GG demonstrations on two afternoon visits to teach Scripture 
truth in that place.

The training which was carried out between Tuesday and Friday took 
place in premises rented by Yusup in a quiet suburban part in the outskirts 
of the city where, in his words it would ‘not attract too much attention’. 
It was a surprise to me to see such young people committed to a training 
course designed to equip and train for the mission field. They were also 
learning English together in a strategic move which would enable them 
to eventually teach English to kids in their villages, and which would be 
useful in drawing kids in and building relationships with them and their 
families.

As we began working through the demonstrations and began talking 
to and understanding our students a little better it became clear we were 
working with a quite remarkable group of young people. We heard stories 
of their commitment to sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ that really 
humbled us. 

Nicko, short for Nicodemus, who was from Timor, told us quite 
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candidly ‘we want to give our lives for the gospel; we can use these demos 
to reach out to the Muslim people. We are training to be missionaries to 
preach the gospel’. 

Yarni from West Timor shared with us that his father had told him after 
he finished high school that they were too poor for him to continue his 
studies and that that had made him determined to do something: ‘We want 
to serve the poor both physically and spiritually’ he said, and he revealed 
that he had been praying for China for some time now and wondered if 
God may be leading him there.

Semi, a 20-year-old girl from West Timor, when I asked her what her 
dream was, said simply ‘I want to be a missionary’. She was locked onto 
the teaching in the demos from the start and focused on the biblical truths 
we were sharing with them.

Tari from West Borneo, who was only nineteen, told us she wanted us 
to pray for her father and brother who do not know Christ. Sweet Tari, 
who even with the language barrier is clearly such a gentle soul, and whose 
mother we discovered had died, was moved to tell us she wanted to take 
the gospel back to her home village and to her father and brother who are 
rubber tree farmers and to all those who did not know Christ there.

So our students were eager and enthusiastic, and it was Yusup’s plan to 
have them take some of their new-found skills down to the rubbish tip on 
the Thursday and Friday afternoons and unleash them on the kids there. 
It was really so great to see them put into action what they had learned, 
and with some skill they made appropriate modifications to the teachings, 
given the sensitivity of the location we were in, but without watering down 
any of the biblical truth at all. The vision of giving to the nations the 
equipment to demonstrate and teach gospel truth by native peoples in their 
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own tongue was being manifest before our eyes.
Please pray for Yusup and Warni, whose vision is to bring in many more 

and to equip them and teach them and send them to unreached people 
groups, to nominal Christians and those of no faith, and to those of other 
faiths. Yusup and his small team are dreaming big dreams and in fact right 
now are contemplating expanding all of that by setting up a Bible school 
which would focus on mission and evangelism and church planting and 
education.

Pray for our students as they serve in Jakarta with the poor and 
disadvantaged, as they continue to train, and particularly on the completion 
of their course when they will be sent out in threes for two months to put 
into practice all that training and take the gospel to the unreached.

Here are those who will be going shortly in response to the great 
commission:

Dani & Tina, and Jelly, serving by teaching at the rubbish tip.
The girls: Tari — Semi — Meggawati — Pinta — Yuli. 
The boys: Medi — Yaaman — Mare — Samsul — Yanri — Nicko.
It was a real honour to serve alongside the Stricklands this past week 

and there is no doubt that they are going to be used mightily in the 
proclamation of the kingdom in these coming days. William did such an 
excellent job of teaching and communicating in the clear, concise, manner 
with which he has been gifted. He is just so sold out for taking the gospel to 
the ends of the earth. Lauren did such a good job on her teaching of Soap 
and Pepper, that they immediately took it into the trash dump the next 
day. Lauren is a natural at getting alongside the girls who recognise her 
compassion and gentle heart, and as William remarked, as Lauren gently 
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cautioned him on some matter, ‘that’s the voice of reason I need to hear 
from time to time’.

The Fruitful Rambutan Tree
Finally, I must tell you about 

the rambutan tree which stood 
outside the small premises Yusup 
rents where the training took 
place this week. Rambutan has a 
strange spiky fruit about the size 
of a horse chestnut which when 
opened reveals sweet lychee-like 
fleshy fruit around a stone. The 
rambutan is like the national fruit 
of Indonesia and like all fruit trees 
takes several years from planting 
to produce its first fruit. 

Each time we had a break or 
at lunch time the rambutan tree 
would become the focus for our 
students—they seemed to like 
to hang around it, perhaps because of the bit of shade it afforded, but 
definitely because of the delicate, soft, and sweet fruit it was yielding. 
Indeed the first day I arrived on the break I was alerted to it by a rustling 
of its leaves only to spot Jelly deep in its boughs, precariously perched, 
gathering its fruit. 

I remarked to Yusup as we had dinner the final night, that it was cool 
how it had borne fruit just exactly at the time we were there—such a 
picture of abundance. Each day they would find new fruit just ripened and 
ready for picking—it just kept on coming more and more and more—and 
it spoke to me of the abundant harvest the Lord will produce through these 
special ones chosen for this time to go into his harvest fields. 

Yusup looked at me intently and said, ‘That is the first time it has 
fruited; there was nothing last year . . .’

Johnny-B
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 SCOTTISH REFORMED CONFERENCE 

Saturday 9 May, 2015, Hamilton College, Hamilton ML3 0AY

Registration 9.15am. Conference times: 10.00am – 3.30pm

As always, for those who appreciate fine biblical preaching, we 
recommend this Conference. And there’s an excellent bookstall! 

2015 Speakers
Kevin DeYoung is the Senior Pastor at University Reformed 
Church in East Lansing, Michigan. He serves as a council 
member at The Gospel Coalition and blogs on TGC’s 
DeYoung, Restless and Reformed.  Kevin is the author of 
several books, including Just Do Something, The Good 
News We Almost Forgot, Crazy Busy, and Taking God At 
His Word. Kevin and his wife, Trisha, have six children.

Steven Curry is pastor of Bethany Baptist Church in 
Bangor, Northern Ireland. He is an able and gifted preacher, 
known for his strong and heartfelt commitment to faithful, 
biblical exposition. He serves on the national board of the 
missionary organisation UFM Worldwide, and is also the 
secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship of Ireland. He is 
married to Gail and they have four grown-up children. 

Conference Fees

Adults—£5    |    Students—£4     |    17's and under—free 

It isn’t necessary to book in advance. Tea and coffee are provided at no 
extra cost, but delegates should bring a packed lunch.

More information can be found at the Conference website—

www.scottishreformedconference.org
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‘lord, for the years’

Donald Roworth (the Editor’s cousin) contributes a series on ‘Favourite 
Hymns’ to the Cathedral News of Peel Cathedral on the Isle of Man, 
where he lives. We thank him for permission to publish in faith@work 
as well. 

‘Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided’ 

Some old-established hymns (e.g. ‘All things bright and beautiful’, 
or ‘Amazing grace’) have been popular for many years, and seem 

destined to remain so for a long time to come; some newer ones soon 
sink without trace; other recent hymns very quickly establish themselves 
as favourites and appear likely to endure. ‘Lord, for the years’ falls in 
this latter group—it remains popular, not only because of the great tune 
but also because its words seem to speak directly for us in a way that 
few hymns do.

It was written by Timothy Dudley-Smith, 
who celebrated his 88th birthday on Boxing 
Day 2014, and who is an Anglican priest who 
retired as Bishop of Thetford in 1992. He is 
a prolific writer of new hymns and accessible 
paraphrases of old ones, with over 1,000 to 
his name. 

This particular hymn was commissioned for 
the centenary celebrations of the Scripture 
Union in 1967, with the intention that it be 

sung to the tune of Sibelius’s Finlandia. The author later described 
how much he felt he owed to the Scripture Union for his own spiritual 
pilgrimage, and how he was inspired to write the hymn during a train 
journey. It is firmly Bible-based, with many New Testament resonances, 
and it is not just about rejoicing in the work and support of God in our 
own lives: in five verses, this hymn sweeps from thanksgiving for what 
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God has given us, to intercession for others; and from thinking of our 
own nation, to the needs of the world in its suffering, then to our own 
spiritual needs.

The words are well supported by the splendid 
tune ‘Lord, for the years’, with which it was 
published in Youth Praise in 1969. This was 
specially written by Michael Baughen (b. 
1930), who later became Bishop of Chester. 
The two clergy knew each other, having 
worked together in the 1960s. At the time 
he wrote the tune, Michael Baughen was described (in the Church of 
England Newspaper) as a ‘mild-mannered, balding Manchester vicar,’ 
but having been instrumental in the two volumes of Youth Praise that 
so much altered the approach to hymns in the 1970s, he went on to 
become a leading light in the Jubilate Hymns movement.

‘Lord, for the years’ is often sung in church services over the New Year 
period, but of course it is appropriate that at any and every time of 
year we take stock of what God has done in our lives and renew our 
determination to move forward in a way that keeps him, and his Word, 
to the forefront of our actions and thinking. 

But any key time for us, as individuals or as a community, is an 
opportunity to remind ourselves that all we have does come ultimately 
from the Lord, and all we experience is known to him. So it is that 
at anniversaries and other special occasions [and perhaps particularly 
Easter?], we can indeed sing 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
 urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
 sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
 Lord, for the years, we bring our thanks today.

Don Roworth
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  CONNECTED BY GRACE 

Part 5: John Thornton (1720-1790)
II. The Christian Philanthropist 

Last time we looked at the early years 
and family connections of John Thornton, 
grandfather of Lady Lucy Smith (the daughter 
of Viscount Balgonie), who assisted my great, 
great, great grandfather, William Roworth 
(1789-1886) in obtaining pulpit supply for 
Sion Chapel Nottingham, where the Roworths 
worshipped. We sought to place Thornton in 
the context of his times—particularly the great 
work of God going on in the eighteenth-century 
Evangelical Awakening. We now continue his 
story by considering that for which he is best 
known—his Christian philanthropy.  

We could spend a long time describing the various business ventures 
through which John Thornton accumulated his wealth, but our 

principal concern is to look at why and how he gave so much of it away. 

Why did John Thornton give away so much of his money?

It has been estimated that Thornton gave the equivalent of £25,000 per 
year to various good causes, every year for fifty years; that is, well over 
one million pounds in his lifetime.1 However, a lot of his giving was 
anonymously through third parties, making it impossible to discover the 
full extent of his charitable donations.2

So why did he do it? In his Journal entry for Sunday, 2 October 1768, 
Thornton wrote:

Lord strengthen then thy feeble Servant and enable me to employ the 
present time as a faithful Steward in thy Service looking unto thee O 
blessed Jesus for what I must do and what I must forbear . . . may all 
that comes from thee lead back to thee and may I so use as never to 
abuse any of those Talents thou hast entrusted me with.3

Detail from a portrait of John 
Thornton painted (by Gainsbor-

ough) for the Marine Society 
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And eleven years later we find this:

God’s people must distinguish themselves from other people, not only in 
their religious worship, but in the common Actions of Life.4

Henry Thornton’s testimony to his father’s generosity was that ‘a 
part was subservient to the cause of the Gospel,’ but ‘a large part . . .  
was to those who had no other claim on his funds than that of compassion.’5 

I think these extracts indicate where Thornton was ‘coming from’ with 
his philanthropy. He saw himself as a steward of the wealth entrusted to 
him by God, wealth to be used when and where the Lord directed, and not 
just according to his own desires—and this not for his own aggrandizement 
or renown, but for the glory of God. Here, indeed, is an example of the 
‘good works’ which are ‘the fruit of the Spirit,’ and the very purpose for 
which a person is ‘created in Christ Jesus’ (Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 2:10).

As for the ‘how?’—one wonders where to begin!

How did John Thornton give away his money?

Thornton’s liberality was not limited to evangelical causes, as noted above 
by his son. One of the earliest beneficiaries of his charity was the Marine 
Society, which he founded with Jonas Hanway in 1756 to help ‘stout lads’ 
to be well-clothed and become seamen in the Royal Navy—at that time 
embroiled in the Seven Years’ War.6 

The Battle of Quiberon Bay, 20 November 1759 (during the Seven Years’ War) 
by Nicholas Pocock (1740-1821)
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Two years later, Thornton and Hanway were involved in the foundation 
of the Magdalen Hospital, which sought to rehabilitate prostitutes. A house 
in London was bought, treatment was paid for at the Lock Hospital, and 
clothes, education, and funds were provided so that girls could find new 
work and a new life. Within seven years, 683 girls had come to the house, 
and 308 had found jobs or been reconciled to their families.7

John Thornton’s compassion for the poor and disadvantaged extended 
to schemes to provide food and blankets for those in want, and he paid 
debts and fines to have people released from debtors’ prison. In 1772 
he became vice-president of the Society for the Discharge and Relief of 
Persons Imprisoned for Small Debts, which within five years had secured 
the release of 14,007 people from various prisons.8  

Thornton supported the work of the Evangelical Revival in many ways, 
for example by allowing George Whitefield to preach from his house. 
He paid to have Bibles printed, and used ships of the Russia Company 
to distribute them. In this way Bibles and other religious books such 
as hymnals were sent around Britain and the world, including to the 
Caribbean and Australia. The Gentlemen’s Magazine estimated that this 
cost Thornton £2000 per year. In 1779 he helped to establish the Naval 
and Military Bible Society, to provide pocket Bibles to soldiers and sailors 
serving during the American War of Independence. In the next 26 years the 
Society would hand out 43,000 Bibles. It still exists as the Naval, Military, 
and Air Force Bible Society.9 

Thornton’s benefactions extended to the New World, and he was 
treasurer of a fund raised in 
England in 1766-68 for Moor’s 
School in Connecticut, established 
by Congregational minister Eleazar 
Wheelock for teaching Christian 
principles to native Americans. 
When Wheelock established 
Dartmouth College in Hanover, 
New Hampshire, Thornton 
contributed a substantial gift to 
build the new college, and in 1829 
the school named one of its main buildings Thornton Hall.10

Thornton Hall at Dartmouth College (in 2007) 
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Also helped by John Thornton’s generosity was Lady Huntingdon,11 
who received a substantial interest-free loan from him in 1768 for her 
training college for ministers at Trefeca near Brecon, Wales.12 

Thornton also put up most of the money for the establishment in 1782 
of William Bull’s Dissenting Academy — the Newport Pagnell Evangelical 
Institution for the Education of Young Men for the Christian Ministry, to 
give its full title. From 1787 he paid all of the academy’s expenses himself, 
and continued to do so through a legacy for twenty-four years after his 
death.13 Although an Anglican, Thornton had no compunction about 
supporting these Methodist and Independent establishments. Bull travelled 
with Thornton on holiday on a number of occasions. 

left: Selina, Countess of Huntingdon 
— detail from a painting by P. Soldi 
above: Trefeca College, 1768 
(from the Evangelical Register, 1824)

Thornton’s friend Rev. William Bull 
(1738–1814) 

— detail from a painting By W. S. Wright in 
the Cowper & Newton Museum, Olney 
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John Newton
If there was no email, no internet, no Twitter 
or Facebook, no radio, no telephone, 
telegraph, telex or fax, not even a typewriter 
— in fact, if you lived in the 18th century 
— how would you communicate with 
someone at any distance from you? You 
would write a letter! And if you were a 
gospel minister with many people asking for 
your help and advice, it would cost you a 
considerable sum to send all those letters all 
over the country. John Newton,14 who has 
been called ‘the letter writer par excellence 
of the Evangelical revival’,15 faced this 
problem, and this is where John Thornton 
came in. He was able to arrange for much 
of Newton’s correspondence to be free of 

postal charges (sometimes in both directions) by means of the so-called 
‘free franking’ system. This was a privilege enjoyed by various categories 
of people, including members of both houses of parliament,16 and it may 
be recalled that Thornton’s three sons were all MPs. For example, in a 
letter to John Ryland Jr. dated 31 March 1786, Newton says,

I intend this letter shall cost you nothing, and if, when you write, you 
enclose yours, under cover to Samuel Thornton Esquire MP, London it 
will come free of expense to me.17

It is possible that this worked by Samuel Thornton providing Newton with 
blank sheets bearing his signature, and these would be stamped free when 
Newton presented them at the post office. The privilege was — inevitably 
— abused by some, and laws were passed to restrict it, but at the time it was 
an accepted practice especially in moderation and for a good purpose.18           

And so Newton was able to carry on his valuable letter-writing ministry, 
which Thornton further supported by reprinting and distributing letter 
collections when they were published. Yet this was only a small part of John 
Thornton’s contribution to John Newton and his ministry. After reading 
Newton’s autobiography in 1764,19 Thornton wrote to him in his curacy at 
Olney, Buckinghamshire, offering to supplement his meagre income:

Rev. John Newton (1725-1807) 
— detail from a painting By W. 

S. Wright in the Cowper & New-
ton Museum, Olney 
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Be hospitable, keep an open house for such as are worthy of 
entertainment — help the poor and needy. I will statedly allow you two 
hundred pounds a year, and readily send whenever you have occasion 
to draw upon for more.20

In the fifteen years that Newton was at Olney, it is estimated that 
Thornton sent him some £3000.21 He also helped to finance the publication 
of Olney Hymns, containing hymns by Newton and the poet William 
Cowper—hymns such as ‘Amazing grace’, ‘Glorious things of thee are 
spoken’, and ‘O! for a closer walk with God.’

In 1780, after a number of unfruitful attempts to persuade Newton to 
move from Olney, Thornton prevailed upon him to accept the living of St 
Mary Woolnoth in London (see below on ‘advowsons’). This position in 

the capital increased Newton’s influence even more, and he was there until 
his death in 1807, outliving his benefactor by some seventeen years. 

Jonathan Aitken sums up Thornton’s influence on John Newton:

Without Thornton’s patronage, Newton would never have become 
rector of St Mary Woolnoth, his books would not have been so widely 

St Mary Woolnoth Church in the heart of the City of London 
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circulated, and his ministry at Olney would have been far less effective. 
In personal terms, Thornton’s friendship was responsible for the 
connection between Newton and [William] Wilberforce.22

Advowsons
Perhaps one of the greatest influences John Thornton had during the 
Evangelical Revival was the purchasing of ‘livings’ in the Church of 
England for evangelical ministers. This was a system in which those who 
had the right of advowson or patronage,23 could present a nominee of 
their choice for appointment to a vacant ecclesiastical benefice or ‘living’, 
a system pre-dating the Norman Conquest.24 John Thornton made every 
effort to place evangelical clergy in this way, and by the end of his life held 
eleven such livings.25 These included Clapham, where Henry Venn and his 
son, John Venn ministered. Most well-known of them, however, was the 
living of St Mary Woolnoth in Lombard Street, London, to which John 
Newton was presented in 1780. Apparently, Thornton had some difficulty 
in doing this because a nobleman disputed his right of presentation. The 
case went all the way to the House of Lords, who determined the matter 
in favour of Thornton.26

[to be concluded]

Notes:
1. Trevor Saxby on his ‘History Makers’ blog (December 2010); http://radical-church-
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5. Stephen Tomkins, The Clapham Sect: How Wilberforce’s Circle Transformed Britain 
(Oxford: Lion Hudson, 2010), p. 20 (my emphasis).

6. The Seven Years’ War (1756-63) involved most of the great European powers, and 
extended from Europe to their colonies in North and Central America, West Africa, 
India, and the Philippines. One action in the conflict was the siege of Fort William 
Henry in New York Province, a scene depicted in the 1992 film The Last of the 
Mohicans. The war is relevant in our context not just because of the involvement of 
Thornton’s Marine Society (which provided over 10,000 naval recruits), but because 
Thornton made large profits from lending to the government to help finance the war 
(The Clapham Sect, p. 20).
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13. The Clapham Sect, p. 24.

14. We hope to take up the story of John Newton as the next subject for ‘Connected 
by Grace.’  

15. Marcus Loane, Oxford and the Evangelical Succession (Tain: Christian Focus, 
2007), p. 117.  
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Colin Roworth
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 our anniversary preacher 
For our 59th Anniversary services on Sunday 26 April we welcome Rev 
Kenneth Ross of New Prestwick Baptist Church.

Kenneth Ross grew up in Wishaw, and was raised in a family where 
Christian faith and fellowship were always the priority. His parents 

were active members in Wishaw Baptist Church, and it was there that he 
professed faith in Christ at the age of 13 and was baptised one year later. 
He pursued a career in science, and it was while working in post-graduate 
research at the University of Aberdeen, and worshipping at International 
Baptist Church, that he acknowledged, and others affirmed, a clear calling 
and equipping to the work of Gospel ministry as a pastor of God’s people 
and teacher of his Word. On the conclusion of divinity studies at Aberdeen, 
Kenneth commenced his work of pastoral ministry at Elgin Baptist Church, 
where he was to stay for 10 years before being approached, and accepting a 
call to New Prestwick Baptist Church, where he has ministered since 2003.

New Prestwick Baptist, like many of our congregations, gathers members 
and adherents from a wide geographical area, yet knows a keen sense of 
challenge to reach out to the immediate area around the church, where there 
is much social and spiritual need.

Kenneth and Fiona (from Grangemouth) married in 1988 and have two 
children—Adam, who is 24, lives in Perth, Western Australia; and Sarah, 
who is 21, is a student at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. 

Kenneth, Sarah, and Fiona
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GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH, CHURCH STREET, GLENROTHES KY7 5ND
“to glorify God through worship and witness”

Sunday worship at 11:00 am and 6:15 pm.

Pastor:  Rev Jacob Brothers
   Tel. 01592 566784
   pastorjacobbrothers@gmail.com
Administrator: Loma Robertson

   Tel. 01592 569921
    russ.loma@hotmail.com

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work.
The Editor can be contacted at colin.roworth@gmail.com 

or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.

Front Cover: The film The Cross will be shown at GBC on 
the evening of Easter Day. See page 7.

www.glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk 

Young missionaries in Jakarta, Indonesia (see  pages 18-25).  

John Belton (the not-so-young one, back right) will be speaking  at GBC
about his Indonesian trip on Sunday evening, 29 March.     


