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The Pastor’s Pages

2013: The Year of Treasuring 
  the Word of God

You may have noticed that I took the final 
days of 2012 as well as the first week of 

2013 as study leave. Whilst I was still around 
GBC, the vast majority of my time was spent 
studying the Word of God and in seeking the 
Lord’s face concerning the year to come. Our 
elders had discerned together that the Lord was 

leading us to our theme verse for the year in Psalm 119:11, ‘I have 
stored up your word in my heart that I might not sin against you’. 
Therefore I spent much time seeking how I might put this into practice 
and encourage this throughout our fellowship.

The very thing that gave Joshua the victory in the Lord was that he 
did not let the book of the law of the Lord depart from his mouth but 
meditated upon it day and night. He sought not to turn from God’s 
Word to the right or to the left. The only times we see God’s people 
in the book of Joshua experiencing defeat is when we see them either 
disobeying God’s Word, or neglecting to inquire of the Lord and his 
Word. The prophet Jeremiah glorified God through a difficult life, 
but said, ‘Your words were found and I ate them, and your words 
became to me a joy and the delight of my heart.’ Jesus Christ—God in 
the flesh—was so filled with God’s Word that even at a young age we 
find him astonishing the teachers of the law. His victory over Satan’s 
temptation in the wilderness was due to his exact knowledge of God’s 
Word. Scripture was always on Jesus’ lips and even more so, it was 
Scripture which he clearly fulfilled and demonstrated with his life.  

In my study of the Scriptures and thinking through practical 
implications for our church, the following was revealed to me. Whilst we 
have so focused in the past two years that, ‘we are God’s workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works that God prepared in advance 
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for us to do’ and we are clearly commanded to ‘always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have’, we can’t do any of these things unless we are 
truly saturated in God’s Word and delighting in him. God’s people are 
clearly called to be a ‘doing’ people. This is how the world is supposed 
to know that we are Jesus’ disciples; not merely by what we say or 
claim to believe, but by the evidences of the Spirit’s fruit in our lives. I 
am thankful to God that I see so many faithful servants and leaders of 
many ministries in GBC (and continue to pray for more to ‘use whatever 
gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace 
in its various forms’). If we aren’t careful, however, our ‘doing’ can 
sometimes become stale, stagnant, and pointless if we aren’t personally 
feeding upon the bread of life. Jesus Christ is the Word of God who 

became flesh. How can we presume to ‘teach’ 
what we ourselves aren’t personally experiencing 
or treasuring?

Without constantly being filled with God’s 
Spirit and Word, we will only ever run the petrol 
tank to empty and then get out trying to push the 
car up-hill in our own strength. 

Perhaps the reason you may find it difficult in your current situation 
is because of the source from which you draw strength. Is the well in 
which you dip your bucket the life-giving river of Jesus Christ and his 
Word, or something else? Do you treasure the Word of Christ? When 
is the last time you honestly got alone with the Father with your Bible 
open crying out for wisdom and understanding?  Do you know God’s 
Word? Do we really think that by our own planning and our own human 
means we can bring about God’s results in our lives and our ministries? 
Do we really expect to have spiritual strength when we fill our minds 
and thoughts with rubbish? How many more hours are spent mindlessly 
browsing Facebook, the internet, reading newspapers (none of these 
things being inherently evil) than reading God’s Word? I know many 
Christians who could tell me detailed statistics, goals and salaries for 
most of the footballers in the Premier League, but couldn’t tell me the 

Do you 
treasure 
the Word 
of Christ?
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names of the 66 books of the Bible. Who is our God? I’m not calling for 
a boycott on newspapers or football (although I do quite prefer rugby!), 
but what I am asking for is a real questioning of our heart’s treasure. 
Listen to the Lord Jesus saying, ‘where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also’. Oh that God would give us the grace to help us see that 
he is all our hearts need! May we become men and women of God who 
hunger and thirst after God’s Word as though it were our very life-giving 
sustenance. May we treasure his Word as though it is the most valuable 
possession we have because it tells us of Christ our true delight. May 
2013 for you and me be the year of treasuring God’s Word!  

How should we go about treasuring God’s Word? 

To bring focus to this year, I suggest a wholehearted devotion within 
our church toward the following four things:

1. read god’s Word

2. sTudY god’s Word

3. MeMorise god’s Word

4. MediTaTe uPon god’s Word

1. Let’s devote ourseLves to reading god’s Word

If we are going to ‘hide God’s Word in our hearts’ we must first of 
all take the time to hear that Word. I’m not speaking here of an in-
depth Bible study or even a lengthy time spent listening to sermons 
on a topic (as helpful as those things are). I am convinced that most 
of the problems in our Christian lives would sort themselves out if we 
devoted ourselves to the simple reading of God’s Word. As one pastor 
said, ‘This book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this 
book!’ That saying is so true. 

In this country we have access to the Word of God that Christians 
throughout the ages never dreamed of—yet we take it for granted. 
Today we have the Bible in every translation imaginable. It is in print, 
on CD, DVD, MP3, Free Online through too many websites to name. It 
is available through various applications (Apps) on your phone, tablet, 
or mobile device. Many Apps (like my favourite: YouVersion) will give 
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you numerous Bible reading plans and will even read the passage to 
you if you are in the car, on the bicycle, or tidying the house. 

Even if you can’t read, or are blind, there is technology readily 
available and free to assist in the endeavour of hearing God’s Word. To 
be honest, our excuse today isn’t that we don’t have time or accessibility 
to God’s Word. Our issue as Christians today is that we don’t value the 
ancient words of Christ which so many have lost their lives to enable 
us to possess. 

To counter our culture of apathy I want to encourage in our church 
this year a spirit of zeal for God’s Word. Let us be a people who are 
constantly asking each other what we are reading in God’s Word—not 
in a pharisaical way, but in an encouraging way. Let us be a people who 
read the Word together. 

A Challenge: Through the Bible in a year
Some in our church had been burdened to recommend to the elders a 
Bible reading plan for all Christians to go through. If this would help 
you in your endeavour, we are more than happy to get one for you or 
point you in the right direction. Some enjoy M‘Cheyne’s Bible reading 
plan and find it particularly helpful. Brittany and I are together reading 
through a YouVersion chronological reading plan, and to the glory of 
God we are still up to date! May he 
see us through the year. We would 
encourage you if you are not doing so 
already, take the challenge. See that 
God would change your heart. One 
thing that I couldn’t stress enough, 
however, is that of accountability!  The 
last thing that Satan wants you to do 
is read God’s Word. We need to spur 
each other on. Ask another brother 
or sister to hold you accountable to 
reading through the Bible this year. 
You can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens you.  
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2. Let’s devote ourseLves to studying god’s Word 

It’s one thing to read God’s Word, but 
sometimes the more we read, the hungrier 
we become for understanding God and his 
Word. The second thing I recommend this 
year is to devote yourself to some sort of 
Bible study. Our church has many options 
to start with. 

Home Bible Fellowships
First off, our Home Bible Fellowships are a start. There we study at 
a more in-depth level the passage which was preached the previous 
Sunday morning. Whilst much of this study is to be applicational, it 
still encourages people to read, study, discuss, and apply God’s Word 
together. If you aren’t yet part of a Home Bible Fellowship, we do 
encourage you to get along and share life around God’s Word with 
other brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Route 66
Secondly, if you are looking for a big-picture overview of the whole 
of the Bible, I encourage you to come at 6:15 on Sunday nights. I am 
calling this study Route 66: a study through the whole of the Bible 
and how it fits together in God’s plan of redemption. Over this year, 
we are going to be looking from a bird’s eye-view at the big picture of 
each book of the Bible. Don’t know what the book of Zephaniah is 
about? Didn’t realise there was a 400-year gap between Malachi and 
Matthew? Come on Sunday nights this year as we seek to explain the 
big themes throughout every book of the Bible. 

Other studies
Apart from these, different pockets within the church have been 
studying various things at various times, whether it be the various 
ladies’ or men’s groups. If you are interested in digging into God’s Word 
together feel free to gather with other brothers and sisters and study. 
There is nothing stopping you! As your elders, we would love to point 
you in the right direction of good, solid, biblical, God-glorifying, and 

Devote 
yourself to 

some sort of 
Bible study
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people-edifying studies. We are also blessed in our church to have our 
very own FM bookshop manager in John Roworth. He can sit down 
with you and explain some of the ins and outs of some options for Bible 
studies. And your elders would guard you and guide you away from 
certain authors whom we believe to be dangerous and/or false teachers 
(and we are happy to sit down and to discuss with you our concerns.) 
As the shepherds of your souls, we have responsibility to do so, and 
believe that God desires for us to study his Word together. 

Multiply
One particular new ‘study’ that a few in our 
church are currently going through is called 
Multiply. Multiply was written by Francis 
Chan and Mark Beuvrig and is ‘a simple, 
practical, biblical, helpful, and personal tool for 
disciples of Jesus who want to make disciples 
of Jesus.’ It is a great resource meant to equip 
Christians for one-on-one disciple-making 
relationships with each other. It encourages 
you to ask questions, study the Bible, walk 
with Jesus together, and then walk with others. 

You can learn more about it on their website www.multiplymovement.
com. Each section also has videos for discussion, etc. In fact, the whole 
book is available for free on the website (albeit in pdf form). As per the 
website, 

The goals of the Multiply material are to help you understand 
the Scripture and to give you the tools to disciple others in this 
process. We have a responsibility to grow in our love and service 
to God and others. This is what it means to be the church. We are 
not merely responsible for our own spiritual well-being; we are 
called to minister to the people around us, teaching them to obey 
all the things that Jesus commands.

One thing I am praying for is that we would truly be ‘iron that sharpens 
iron’. I pray that we would truly be those Christians who build each 
other up and disciple one another. We do not exist as ‘lone-ranger’ 
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Christians and we need each other. This resource is a practical way that 
newer and older Christians alike can truly make disciples. I pray that 
you would consider Multiply. 

3. Let’s devote ourseLves to memorising god’s Word

One obvious way that we can hide God’s Word in our hearts is by 
memorising it!  Malachi, parts of Isaiah, Philippians, 1 John, Philemon, 
1 Peter, Jude, 2 John, 3 John, Revelation . . . these are just a few books 
of the Bible that people within our congregation have either memorised 
already or are currently working toward. I praise God that Brittany and 

I both have just over one chapter to go until we have the book of 1 Peter 
memorised (it’s now a race to the end)! Even my wee daughter Emma 
surprised me when she decided she was going to memorise the whole 
book of 2 John—and she has! We aren’t the only ones. Lots of children, 
teens, and adults alike are taking up the challenge to memorise God’s 
Word. One particular teen whom the Lord has used as a catalyst within 
our church toward such memorisation is Stephanie Golz. The Lord has 
given her a gift and a passion toward Bible memorisation. She has also 
been influential in encouraging (sometimes incessantly) vast numbers 
within our fellowship to memorise God’s Word. This has been to the 
Lord’s glory, and to the building up of the church. I asked Stephanie 
to write a brief bit for the magazine concerning her passion for Bible 
memorisation and how she has seen the Lord use it in her own life (see 
pages 12-14). I pray that you may take up the challenge and see if the 
Lord would have you memorise some of his Word—even if it is only 
a verse or two. Many have given their lives that we might have God’s 
Word. Surely we can devote ourselves to know some of it by heart. 

One obvious way that we 
can hide God’s Word in our 
hearts is by memorising it!
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4. Let’s devote ourseLves to meditating upon god’s Word

There is much confusion concerning this fourth means that I propose 
for ‘storing up God’s Word in our hearts’. Meditation sounds like 
something people would come across in a yoga class or a Buddhist 
temple. In a biblical sense, however, meditation is everything BUT 
‘emptying the mind’. In fact, God’s Word is supposed to completely fill 
and renew our minds (Rom. 12:1-2). 

Sometimes we can read God’s Word but not really understand and 
think about what we are reading. At times we can study God’s Word 
and understand it, but sadly become like Pharisees and not look at 
ourselves and realise that we must be doing what it says and following 
Jesus. We can even memorise vast amounts of God’s Word and have it 
ready for recall at a moment’s notice, yet live lives contrary to it. But 
the step of meditation implies something personal. Meditation is the 
continual thinking over and filling our minds with God’s Word in such 
a way that by God’s grace it changes our thoughts, attitudes, motives, 
and actions. In a sense, meditating upon God’s Word helps us fulfil the 
last part of our theme verse of the year, ‘. . . that I might not sin against 
you.’ 

Joshua was commanded in Joshua 1:8, ‘This Book of the Law shall 
not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written 
in it.’ Joshua would take God’s law and continue not to just read it, 

Meditating 
on God’s Word 

is in many 
ways like 

steeping a cup 
of tea.
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not to just understand it, not to just be able to quote it, but to meditate 
upon it. Joshua constantly had God’s law as the lens through which he 
evaluated life and made his decisions. He didn’t consult God’s law when 
something went wrong—he longed after God’s law as though it were 
his food. He was constantly talking about God’s Word, reciting God’s 
Word to himself, and when something was in his life and ministry not 
in line with God’s law he would realise that God’s law was perfect and 
that he needed to change. 

Meditating upon God’s Word is in many ways like steeping a cup 
of tea. If you take a cup of boiling water and simply dip a tea bag in 
and out, that is like our lives and our reading of God’s Word. Studying 
God’s Word would be like leaving the tea bag in for a few seconds, 
but meditating upon God’s Word would be like properly brewing the 
tea. Only when we spend enough time with our minds saturated and 
affected by God’s Word through meditation will we be like a good cup 
of tea to enjoy. 

Do you meditate upon God’s Word? When you read it, do you ask 
God to completely change you by his truth? Do you ask that he would 
renew your mind? Do you constantly and continually fill your mind 
with Scripture to evaluate your life by? This is one huge way to store 
up God’s Word in our hearts. 

In all of this, God has put quite a challenge before us this year. I pray 
that as God’s people we would rise to the challenge. I pray that through 
these and other means, 2013 would be the year that you might read, 
study, memorise, and meditate upon God’s Word. May God give us the 
grace and the power to do so. 

Your brother & Pastor, 

Jacob 
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 ‘herein is love . . . ’

During the last few weeks we have been blessed by having William 
Butchart of Leslie Baptist Church working alongside Jacob, during a 
5-week ‘placement’ from the Scottish Baptist College, where he is in 
his third year of study. Please remember William in your prayers as he 
continues his studies for another year, and seeks the Lord’s will for the 
future. 

Whilst sitting having a drink with Jacob in McDonald’s he asked 
me the question, when I am called to a church what is the first 

thing I will seek to do? My answer was simple—go right back to the 
start and begin teaching the congregation that God loves them. 

Having described why Jacob asked me to write this, I want to briefly 
explain why I see love as so key to a Christian’s and a church’s health.

There seem to be certain assumptions made at times in churches and 
one of those will be people’s perception of God. I wonder if we took a 
survey of how many people in churches believed God loves them how 
high it would come out? God calls out of the world, broken, beaten 
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people, some of whom have never experienced love in any significant 
human form much less the unmerited unconditional unchanging love 
of God. He opens these people’s hearts and they turn to him.  Of course 
in that moment there is an understanding that God loves them but does 
that develop and grow?

I think the Enemy will seek to remove this truth, to distort the 
person’s perception of their Saviour and leave them seeking to earn 
God’s love. This might not seem like the biggest deal but Scripture tells 
us we love because God first loved us (1 John 4:19). Our love is a 
response to the revelation of God’s love. Jesus in John 14 states on three 
occasions that it is those who love him who will obey him. He goes 
further and states in John 13:35, ‘By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ Love is a big deal—if 
we don’t really believe God loves us, how can we love one another? If 
Satan is able to steal or dilute this truth, Christians will be in a place 
God does not intend, unsure of his unconditional love for them. This 
can damage how a Christian views their brothers and sisters and the 
work they are called to do for God. 

For me this is an essential belief for the Christian. For if we do not 
believe God loves us we will not be living out of love. And love is one 
thing Scripture pulls no punches over! For instance the church rightly 
places emphasis on faith and knowledge. Paul, however, says this—

And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. 

Paul’s language here is missed so often by the church. Even all 
faith without love makes us nothing. Do we as Christians place such 
emphasis on love for one another?

This is why I would go back to teaching the love of God for each of 
us. For me this is a core truth from which we will grow and produce 
fruit. If it is not there we are not able to function as we ought, and we 
could be caught in a mire of legalism.

William Butchart
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 bible memorisation

Why did I do it?

If you asked me what ‘inspired’ me to start memorising Scripture, I 
could only truthfully say that one day I thought it would be really 

cool. I’d be able to say that I’d memorised a book of the Bible—just, 
you know, one of the small ones at the back near Revelation—just for 
fun. For something to do. Teenagers get bored. After voicing this to 
two of my friends, carelessly suggesting that I thought John’s letters 
were pretty small, and being last to grab my Bible, I found I had landed 
myself the task of memorising 1 John. (1 John, by the way, has five 
chapters; 2 and 3 John have one each. I was definitely being shown I 
needed to know my books better after that!) However, my short straw 
in hand, I carried on regardless and finished up around September time 
last year. During that period of time, I grew to like it more and more—
perhaps I should have warned you of this earlier: it does become a 
little addictive—and found it so beneficial, that now I would absolutely 
recommend it to everyone. 

Why do it in general?
In the process of sanctification, Bible memorisation is very profitable. 
We’re told that 

whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. (Phil. 4:8)

and if we actively turn our minds to God’s Word and memorising what 
it says, we get some way to fulfilling this. If we spend every day dwelling 
on Scripture and committing it to memory there’s less room for other, 
less profitable thoughts. Also, I find that memorising God’s commands 
protects not only our thoughts from sin, but also our actions. To fill 
ourselves up with God’s thoughts and commands only makes us more 
aware of his will and softens our hearts to adhere to it, so that 

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a 
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voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it’ (Isa. 30:21). 

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

 (Heb. 4:12) 

Moreover, I came across one of the best and most unanticipated 
benefits of memorisation whilst sitting in a sermon. The Bible is riddled 
with warnings against false teaching:

Dear children, this is the last hour, and as you have heard that the 
antichrist is coming, even know many antichrists have come. This 
is how we know it is the last hour . . . Dear friends, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world . . . 

(1 John 3:18, 4:1)

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there 
will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 
destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 
bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Many 
will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth 
into disrepute. In their greed these teachers will exploit you with 
stories they have made up. (2 Pet. 2:1-3)

And so we must always be on our guard against this. As a sermon 
is delivered, the points the preacher makes will be in agreement with 
the scripture which we’ve already memorised, affirming the teaching’s 
truth and ultimately giving us a deeper understanding of what’s being 
taught. And if they aren’t, we’ll know exactly why and where the 
teacher has gone wrong, thus guarding ourselves against false teaching. 
It stops us, too, from quoting verses out of context, and so obscuring 
their meaning. Also, I’m a fidgety person by nature, and I find it helps 
me concentrate.

With all this in mind, as we push deeper and deeper into the end 
times, the world is only going downhill. In light of this, we need to 
actively seek to store up God’s Word in ourselves, for our own benefit 
and that of others. Because 
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Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from bad to 
worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you [GBC], 
continue in what you have learned and have become convinced 
of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how 
from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make you [and through us, others] wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work. (2 Tim. 3:12-17)

(Also, at the end of the day, I still think it’s really cool!)

Stephanie Golz

Search the Scriptures

What I am going to stress is the necessity for diligent and persevering 
searching of the Scriptures; study whereby we shall turn and turn again 

the pages of Scripture; the study of prolonged thought and meditation by 
which our hearts and minds may become soaked with the truth of the Bible 
and by which the deepest springs of thought, feeling and action may be stirred 
and directed; the study by which the Word of God will grip us, bind us, hold 
us, pull us, drive us, raise us up from the dunghill, bring us down from our 
high conceits and make us its bondservants in all of thought, life and conduct. 

John MurraY (of Badbea, and Westminster Seminary)
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 HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
  

25–29 March 2013
7:15 – 7:45 pm

Christ in all the Scriptures 

Each evening of Holy Week Glenrothes Baptist Church would 
like to invite you to a short devotional meditation which will 

focus on the Lord Jesus Christ, his passion, and its meaning, using 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.

Date Topic

Monday 
25

Genesis 14 / Hebrews 7 
Melchizedek and Christ—King and Priest

Tuesday 
26

Genesis 22 / Hebrews 11 
The faith of Abraham / the lamb provided

Wednesday 
27

Numbers 21 / John 3
The bronze serpent / Christ ‘lifted up’

Thursday 
28

Exodus 12 / John 1:29 / Revelation 5:12
Passover / the Lamb slain
[including Communion]

Friday 
29

Jonah / Matthew 12:40
The sign of Jonah

Each service lasts for approximately half-an-hour. There will be a  
celebration of the Lord’s Supper on the Thursday evening. 

Speakers for each evening are yet to be finalised. 

[15]
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  Treasurer’s Report 
The Budget

+20%

At the Church Meeting in December, the mem-
bers present accepted the Deacons’ proposed 

budget for 2012/13. The main implication from 
this is that an increase of 14.9% in offerings is 
required (compared to last year’s budget) to £1687 
per week from October 2012. Since we did not achieve last year’s 
budget figure, the increase required is actually 19.3% compared to the 
offerings received (I put 20% above because it’s a nice round figure 
close to the target, and makes it easy to calculate how much you should 
increase your giving by!). 

Now for the bad news . . . 

Weekly Offerings

Month Average weekly offering (£)

September 1316.26

October 1551.99

November 1627.11

December 1454.91

January ’13 1394.95

Budget £1687 per week

Obviously, since the new budget was agreed only in December, it is 
early days to see any ‘reaction’, but the table shows how far we have to 
go. Only in November did we get close to the new target. These figures 
represent a cumulative deficit against the budget for offerings of over 
£3100 in the four months October 2012 – January 2013. 

Can I encourage you—even if you weren’t at that Church Meeting— 
to seriously and prayerfully look at what you give to the Church? I 
realise that many of you are on ‘fixed incomes’, and a 20% increase 
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is perhaps out of the question, but all of us need to remember that ‘to 
whom much is given, much will be required’. 

One way you can give 25% more without actually putting more 
money in the offering is by using the Gift Aid scheme! If you are a 
taxpayer, the Church—as a registered Scottish Charity—can reclaim the 
income tax you paid on those offerings. PLEASE—speak to me if you 
are not already in the scheme.    

Trustees’ Annual Report
Our Independent Examiner, Jonathan Innes, is currently looking at 
our accounts for 2011/12 and preparing the report which will go to 
the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR). Included in this 
document is a report by the Trustees of the charity (in our case that’s the 
Elders and Deacons) on what has been achieved in the year in question. 
This is a public document, and I thought you might like to see what 
other people can read about us. The Deacons were quite encouraged 
when considering what to put in it! 

achievements and performance

Significant highlights, events and developments:-

Home Bible Fellowships
As planned, Home Bible Fellowships were reorganised and 
expanded during the year, and there is now a HBF in a different area 
of the town on each night of the week. Church members have been 
allocated to each group, in an attempt to strengthen spiritual care 
and encouragement throughout the Church, to sharpen the focus of 
the Church on ‘disciples making disciples’, and to better reach out to 
the community with the gospel. 

Christianity Explored
A number of sessions of this 7-week course introducing the Christian 
faith have been run, for both adult and youth participants. Contacts 
are being followed up, and it is anticipated that some of those 
who professed faith will come forward for baptism and Church 
membership.     
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Baptisms
At three baptismal services during 2012, three young women 
witnessed to their faith and new life in Christ, and were subsequently 
received into membership of the Church.

Romania 
As in previous years, a team of 9 young people was taken to 
Sistarovat, Romania, to run a week-long mission with the Marshalls 
at Friendship Camp in July 2012. The Youth Fellowship sponsored 
walk during the Easter holidays again raised money to subsidise 
the attendance of Romanian children from mainly poor and 
disadvantaged backgrounds. 

The following month (16-26 August) the Pastor made a 
pastoral trip to the Marshalls in Romania, staying with the family 
in Sistarovat, meeting their friends and neighbours, visiting the 
churches they attend, and sharing in the ministries they are involved 
in. He was able to observe the value to the Marshalls’ ministry of 
having the reliable vehicle provided through the Church in 2011.     

The Grain Game
Support was provided, primarily through allocation of the offering 
at the Christmas Eve service in 2011, to Alex Cowan to assist him 
in participating in trips with ‘The Grain Game’ children’s ministry 
(based in Alabama) to Africa (Durban and Pietermaritzburg in South 
Africa; Nairobi in Kenya) in October 2011 and Eastern Europe 
(Serbia, Ukraine and Romania) in June 2012.  

Personal Search Week
For the week of 16-20 January 2012, the Pastor, two of the elders 
and others from the Church fellowship assisted in delivering the 
programme for a ‘Personal Search Week’ run by a Scripture Union 
team for Year 1 at Auchmuty High School as part of the Curriculum 
for Excellence. This was an amazing opportunity to interact with the 
children and explain the Christian perspective in many areas. Other 
schools in the locality have expressed an interest in participating in 
a similar week.    

‘On Your Marks’
Once again a holiday club for primary school age children was run 
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in the first week of the summer holidays (July 2012)—this time on 
an ‘Olympic’ theme—and proved a great success with the gospel 
clearly presented to both the children and their families. With over 
60 children attending during the week, the premises were stretched to 
the limit, and this, together with the needs of other ministries in the 
Church, led to the members accepting in principle the need to move 
to ‘flexible seating’ in the sanctuary, in place of the existing pews.  

Explosion
From August 2012, this activity was opened to all primary-aged 
children. 

In terms of Finance:-
The budget for 2011/12 for income required from offerings was 
£1468 per week, which target was just missed at £1414 per week. 
As in the previous year, just over 60% of offerings were given under 
Gift Aid. 

The major financial commitment during the year was the use of 
the remaining monies from the legacy received in May 2011 to take 
out £20,000 second security (equivalent to 22% interest) in the new 
manse purchased by the Brothers in February 2012. This of course 
had the effect of reducing the Church’s reserves by that amount, and 
these stood at £20,731 on 31 December 2012.

From January 2012 the Pastor became a member of the Baptist 
Union Pension Scheme (a defined contributions scheme), and this 
resulted in significantly increased premium payments—in addition 
to the existing deficit contributions being made by the Church to the 
old defined benefits scheme.

Overall, expenditure was divided approximately one-third to 
ministry (mainly the costs of the pastorate), one quarter to mission 
(both within the UK and overseas) and the balance to ‘fabric’ 
(including maintenance of the Church building and manse costs), 
and administration. This third category was skewed by the monies 
spent on purchasing second security in the manse.   

Future Plans
In addition to maintaining the existing ministries:
• Home Bible Fellowships will continue be developed to provide an 
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integrated focus within the Church for community and individual 
discipleship and outreach.
• Further Christianity Explored courses in the Christian faith will 
be run as opportunity arises. In addition, a more organised way of 
discipling new and young Christians will be developed, so that the 
scriptural vision of ‘disciples making disciples’ can be better realised.   
• There will be a different focus for the Romanian mission in 2013, 
as it hoped the team can specifically minister to children with special 
needs at Friendship Camp.
• The Deacons will explore the options and costs of removing the 
existing pews in the sanctuary and replacing these with ‘flexible 
seating’. Any costs arising from this have not been budgeted for 
in the current financial year, and means of financing this approved 
investment are to be determined. 
• It is envisaged that the present Treasurer will step down from office 
at the 2013 AGM, to be replaced by Mrs Helen Clarkson, currently 
acting as Assistant Treasurer. Application has been made to the 
Church’s bankers to implement this change.   
• The Pastor and his family will return to the U.S.A. in May/June 
2013 for a home visit, and pulpit supply will be arranged for a 
5-week period.  

Financially, a significant increase was made to the Pastor’s stipend 
in December 2012, to avoid any potential problems arising from the 
forthcoming application to be made to the UK Border Agency for 
permanent leave to remain. The family are not yet entitled to any UK 
allowances or credits.  

Christmas Offerings
The offering at the Candlelit Service on Christmas Eve was £477.90, 
which was sent to Bethany Christian Trust.

An offering of £322.90 was received at the Christmas Day service. 
This has been given to Luke & Helen Higdon, to support them as they 
work with The Grain Game and set up home in the United States. 
   
Colin Roworth 
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 THANKYOU!

The first Sunday in March, 2013 will mark two years since my induction 
as your Pastor. Brittany, Natalie, Emma, and I would like to extend 

the warmest thanks to the Lord for every one of you. God has used every 
one of you to lift us up and give us encouragement along the way. In 
seminary I was told that the average tenure of a senior pastor in churches 
today lies somewhere between 3 and 5 years. I am thankful that (God 
willing) we desire to drastically multiply that number. It would break our 
hearts more than you know if we had to suddenly part. I know that it 
may not be externally evident, as we are not big card-writers, gift-givers, 
or outward show-ers of gratitude (those seems to be big ways in this 
Scottish culture to express thanks), nonetheless we are so very thankful to 
God for you. We count ourselves utterly 
blessed that we have been given such a 
faith family to belong to. 

The Lord’s grace has been made 
evident in your love. I give the glory to 
God for everything, and I also thank 
you as you have been the willing means 
he has employed to lavish his grace 
upon us. You have adopted us as your 
own, accepted us into your family, and 
provided for us everything we need. 
The relationships we have with many of 
you rival the closeness and intimacy of 
those we have had for life. It is difficult 
for us to believe that just two years ago 
we had hardly met, and now we feel 
like we have been here with you for a 
good part of our lives. Thankyou for 
the love you have shown us personally, 
relationally, and through meeting real 
physical needs.

Through the gracious gifts and 
support this past year you have provided 

The Brothers on a trip to 
the Cairngorms
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us with a lovely home (to which you are all most welcome to pop round 
and say hello!). You have provided so that we have all of our needs met 
and were even able to purchase a good reliable car that will ferry many 
a visiting American to see the beauty of Scotland. Through your most 
recent gracious support, we were able to schedule and purchase our 
first flights back to the States in the past two years. We will be there 
from 15 May to 18 June of this year. I will be taking a bit of a busman’s 
holiday in that I will be preaching almost every Sunday I am away, so 
please pray for us as well. To all of those who have asked us already, 
NOT TO WORRY—WE HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO INTENTIONS 
OF GOING BACK TO THE STATES!!!!!!! WE ARE RIGHT WHERE 
GOD WANTS US—HERE IN GLENROTHES!

With all of these things you have been, done, and provided we 
wanted to say thankyou. Brittany and I echo what the Apostle Paul did 
when he received his gifts from the church in Philippians 4:18-20:

I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having 
received from Epaphroditus [in our case, from you] the gifts you 
sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to 
God. And my God will supply every need of yours according to 
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

Pastoring is a very difficult job for many reasons, but you are a 
congregation that gives me great pleasure and joy to shepherd. Though 
the honeymoon period has ended and the realities of the work and 
ministry needs have set in, I still stop and thank God that he has given 
you to me. I thank God for each one of you and how I see the Spirit of 
God working in you to will and act according to his good purpose. He 
is not finished with us yet! We are a work in progress; his children will 
reflect the glory of Jesus Christ because it is to the Father’s glory that we 
bear much fruit, showing that we are his disciples. I am encouraged that 
I see many of us growing and being challenged with the truth of God’s 
Word even when it comes at a great cost. Even when it comes against 
your traditions, thoughts, feelings, or experiences, you are willing to be 
changed by God’s grace as you see his truth. I see many of you counting 
the cost of following Christ, truly sharing life with each other, and 
stepping out of your comfort zone to make disciples of others. 
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As I prepare to begin my third year of ministry as Pastor of Glenrothes 
Baptist Church, I am more enthused than ever at what God is doing. 
I see the fields white unto harvest, and we as the labourers in God’s 
vineyard declaring the Word of the Lord. We thank God and thank you 
for an amazing first two years of ministry and look forward with great 
expectation to the many years to come. 

With love in Jesus,

Jacob, Brittany, Natalie, & Emma

Seeking Righteousness

Everybody in [Scotland] is seeking to establish their own righteousness, in 
other words, to gather together from the detritus of their sad unbelieving 

lives the things that they value and are most proud of—their work, their family 
values, their being a good neighbour, that they have always tried to do their 
best, and so on. They establish all this and they intend to present it to God as 
the reason why he should accept them and why he should hear their praying to 
get stuff in this life and welcome them to himself after they’ve died.

I am reminded of the day that Bishop Taylor Smith [one time Bishop of 
Sierra Leone and Chaplain-General to H M Forces] went to a barber shop and 
met a barber who was seeking to establish his own righteousness. The barber 
talked non-stop until in a gap in the monologue the bishop asked him if he was 
a religious man. ‘I don’t suppose you would call me a religious man, but in life 
I’ve always done my best, and I don’t think that God could ever ask a man that 
he do anything more than his best.’ The haircut finished, the bishop got up 
and paid the barber. ‘I can see that you’ll need a haircut soon,’ he said to the 
barber who glanced into the big mirrors and nodded in agreement. ‘I’ve been 
so busy I haven’t had time to get my hair cut.’ ‘Sit down now,’ the bishop said, 
‘and I’ll cut your hair for you.’ ‘Ah,’ he replied condescendingly, ‘You couldn’t 
cut my hair.’ ‘I think I could,’ said the bishop, ‘I’ll do my best.’ ‘But your best 
wouldn’t be good enough for me,’ said the barber. ‘No. I understand that, and 
neither is our best good enough for God.’

Every attempt to establish our own righteousness ends in rotten failure 
because it is simply not good enough . . . the standard [is] not our best but 
God’s glory. That’s the standard of righteousness that the infinite holy One has 
set for true righteousness—not 8 out of 10, but 10 out of 10, his glory, that is 
true righteousness.

geoff ThoMas (Pastor of Alfred Place Baptist Church, Aberystwyth)
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  nicola’s baptism
Nicola Thomson was  

baptised by the Pastor  
on 16 December 2012 

Excerpts from Nicola’s testimony 
can be found on the following 

pages.

and the gathering afterwards . . . 

 brother 
and sister 

grandad 
and grand-
daughter  just good friends! 
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 nicola’s testimony

Growing up I was taken to Markinch 
Parish Church (Church of Scotland). 

I went to Sunday school till I started 
high school. I was in the Explorers at 
Girls’ Brigade and then I stopped going 
till I started high school. I still attended 
the church while at high school; I also 
started to come along to clubs within this 
church (GBC). I went to GB and Youth 
Fellowship. I went to church on a Sunday 
because I had to go with my parents and 
it became part of my Queen’s Award that 

I had to have a certain percentage of church attendance. I didn’t enjoy 
going, mainly because I didn’t understand the sermons.

I don’t remember a time where I doubted Jesus’ existence. I didn’t 
really know why people didn’t believe he existed—I thought this was 
all church was about—knowledge of Jesus’ existence. My opinion of 
church wasn’t all that positive when I was young. I didn’t enjoy going 
as I was normally confused as to what was being said and going on. 

So how did I become aware of what sin against God means and 
of my need to be saved? As the Scripture says, ‘for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 3:23). Muriel Stenhouse was 
Girls’ Brigade Captain, and I remember very well the night all of my 
expectations of God, eternity in heaven, and the world I knew came 
crashing in around me and great despair set in.

  ‘Nothing you or I can do will get you into heaven.’ 
Was I hearing correctly? If Muriel couldn’t do anything to get into 

heaven, what chance did I have? I was obeying my parents, being good 
and staying out of any trouble. What else could I do??? What was I 
living for; what was the point of life? Heaven—how do you get in? I 
just couldn’t see it. 
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I understood that Jesus was God’s Son, who had performed miracles 
and had done good things and died on a cross. But at this stage I didn’t 
see the whole picture or understand why Jesus really came. I struggled 
to see that I was sinful, and everything that Muriel was saying confused 
me. I hadn’t really been in big trouble, so didn’t see myself as a sinful 
person; I saw myself as a ‘good person’ doing good deeds.

I was a little confused that night about it all; it was all a bit too much 
to take in. But throughout the course of that year, as the term went on 
at Girls’ Brigade, I really learned about grace—how I could do nothing; 
no-one could do anything to get into heaven. It is only by God’s grace 
that I or anyone can enter into heaven. ‘For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast’ (Eph. 2: 8-9).

The implications of Christ suffering and dying on the cross became 
personal to me. I remember at YF, GBs and Oasis services that there would 
be time for devotion, discussion and questions. I remember multiple 
occasions when I really didn’t understand. Why me? Really? I’m not 
worthy! Watching The Passion of Christ really let me see graphically the 
torture, torment and suffering that Jesus went through. The realisation 
hit when I became aware that I could accept or reject this. A gift, the best 
gift, saving me from eternal suffering! How could I not love Jesus for 
being obedient and taking this punishment for me? I became overjoyed 
that someone would pay the price—that high price—for me. 

I went along to a YF event in Dundee. It was a night with evangelist 
Tony Anthony—‘Taming the Tiger’—on 21st January 2006. Everything 
had come together; I understood that Jesus was sent to live a perfect 
life, and suffer and die on the cross so that my sins were accounted for 
and that I could enter heaven. For this to happen I needed to be ‘born 
again’ and accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. This was not 
something that I had heard about at Markinch Church and I had been 
waiting for an invitation to become a Christian for a little while, not 
realising that becoming a Christian isn’t about a formal invitation. 

Near the end of the event Tony Anthony invited anyone who felt that 
the Lord has spoken to them, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
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raise their hand. And so I did. I accepted this long-awaited invitation. I 
became a Christian on this day. I was 15 years old. 

I continued to go to church with my parents throughout the following 
years. I tried my best to learn as much about God as I could. I would ask 
lots of questions and really enjoyed being around my Christian friends. 
I found it difficult; I would only see them at GB and YF as they didn’t 
go to the same school or church. I really enjoyed music and I would 
immerse myself in Christian music during any free time that I had. 

Following school I moved to Dundee for University. At this time I 
was no longer forced to go to church; I had no more awards that said 
I had to go to clubs, or do certain activities. So basically, I didn’t. With 
the temptations of student life in front of me and with no-one being 
accountable to me and my behaviour, I fell into the trap filled with sin. 

I missed this church. Facebook would keep me in the loop about 
what was happening, but I missed it all a lot. But I saw no way back. 
I felt alone, separated, and lost. This torment built up inside me until 
I came back in early 2012 when Jacob’s friend was over from the USA 
and led an Oasis service in the Hall. God spoke to me that night and 
I became very convicted about certain sinful areas of my life. God put 
lots of lovely people around me at this time to get me though it all.

Now these areas have been dealt with and I know the worth of 
my life, as a daughter of God. I fully appreciate the gift of Jesus and I 
constantly worship God and thank him for all he has blessed me with. 

Now I understand that the only opinion that matters is God’s. I 
don’t need to live my life for anyone else. I have given my life to God 
and want to do all I can to please and obey him. My assurance is in 
God’s Word, the Bible; in the gift of Jesus, the price he paid for my sins; 
in the Holy Spirit who bides within me. 

Thank you to everyone who has been faithful in their walk with 
the Lord, for being willing to be used by God and help me along in my 
journey. 

Nicola Thomson
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 PUZZLE PAGES

By Stephen Dewar & Colin Roworth

A TEXT IN CODE
Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the correct 

letters for the numbers to reveal the coded words.

Clue: Psalm 119, verse 11 (English Standard Version)

WORD SEARCH
See if you can find all the following words in the square opposite:

BIBLE        BLESSED        COMMANDMENTS        DECLARE

DELIGHT        HEART        LONGING        LORD        

MEDITATE         PRECEPTS        PSALMS        SEEK

SERVANT        SIN        SOUL        STATUTES        

STORED        WORD
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pICTuRE quIz
Can you identify this famous missionary/

explorer? 
Where is this statue of him?  

Clues: 
1. He was born in Blantyre, Lanarkshire.
2. The 200th anniversary of his birth is on 
19 March this year. 
3. He died in 1873, and is buried (minus 
his heart, which was buried in Africa) in 
Westminster Abbey in London.
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 THE MARRIAGE CONFERENCE

Six couples from the Church attended the Marriage Conference. We 
asked some of them what they thought of it. 

THE NEWLY-WEDS
Luke & Helen Higdon

The marriage conference was both 
challenging and encouraging for 
us as newly-weds. It was valuable 
for us to hear some great advice 
early on in our marriage. 

The speaker, Paul Tripp, 
brought a biblical perspective 

by focusing the attention of each partner in the marriage on their 
relationship with the Lord. We learned that if our relationship with 
God is what we’re treasuring and growing in then our marriage will 
take care of itself. 

It was good to be simultaneously refreshed and convicted by the 
truth. We also really enjoyed the opportunity to get away for a day with 
some brothers and sisters from GBC.

And we’d like to take this opportunity to thank so many of you 
in the church for your continual support and prayers during our time 
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here. We have been very blessed and encouraged by you, and are happy 
to consider Glenrothes Baptist Church as our church family. We will be 
flying back to Alabama on the 27th of February and still have much 
to do to get ready for that. Once we’re back, Luke will be continuing 
work with The Grain Game— including some more fundraising—and 
Helen will be trying to settle in to a new country and will start looking 
for a job once she gets her Green Card. Luke will be flying out to 
Africa in April and then on to India in May as well. Please pray for 
us during this exciting but somewhat scary time as we seek to follow 
God’s direction for our lives.

THE ENGAGED COUPLE
 John Roworth & Stefanie Smith

Marriage is difficult! Marriage is 
hard work! Marriage is beautiful! 
Marriage is lovely! Marriage has 
ups and downs! Marriage is scary! 
Marriage is long! Marriage is worth 
it! Marriage is a haven! These are 
some the things Stefanie and I 

already knew about marriage before going to Paul Tripp’s conference. 
Here are some things we thought we knew: Marriage is a picture 

of Christ and the church. Marriage is about how much you love one 
another. Marriage is sacrifice. These are the biblical truths about 
marriage that we think we know . . . in theory! 

Through God’s Word, Paul Tripp revealed to us what real love is: 
Love is willing self-sacrifice for the good of another that does not 
demand reciprocation or that the person being loved is deserving. 

The fact that Jesus wants me to love my wife ‘as he loved the church 
and gave himself up for her’ sounds lovely, but when I really think 
about the gospel and the way Christ has loved me, that becomes an 
immense challenge. My love is not to be based on who my wife is or 
how much I admire her. God’s love for me is certainly not based on 
who I am or how much God admires me!! Rather, my love for my wife 
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is based on who Jesus is. ‘We love because he first loved us’. The real 
challenge is to know that God intends to use our marriage as a picture 
of the gospel. As we sacrificially love one another, as we display and 
proclaim the love of Christ in our marriage, we should expect others 
to be drawn to the gospel we proclaim.

40 YEARS AND COUNTING
 Colin & Sue Roworth

Sue’s birthday seemed an entirely 
appropriate day for us to be attending 
a conference on marriage! In October 
last year we celebrated our Ruby 
Wedding, and are profoundly thankful 
to God for those forty years in which 
our times have been in his hands (Psa. 

31:15). But there was still much to learn from Paul David Tripp—once 
we got over ‘the greatest moustache in contemporary Christendom’! 
Tripp had a lot of good things to say, all based around Scripture. And 
he said them in an engaging, thought-provoking, and—dare we say 
it?—entertaining way.  For example:

Lunch together - in a nearby tapas restaurant.
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God rules in the mundane . . . The 
‘little moments’ are profoundly 
important—that is where we live. 

Worship is first your identity 
before it’s ever your activity—you 
worship your way through every 
moment of every day. 

Your words and behaviour in 
your marriage are more formed by 
what’s inside you that by what’s 
outside (see Luke 6:43-45).

All marriage problems are heart problems. Your partner is never 
the cause of what you do.

The DNA of sin is selfishness . . . so sin is fundamentally ‘ME-istic’.  
There is nothing more destructive than this pursuit of self. 

Your marriage will always be victimised or enhanced by what you 
treasure . . . Don’t live for earth-bound treasures—they will never 
satisfy your heart (Matt. 6:19ff). What you name as important will 
begin to rule your world. 

A ‘good’ marriage is good because people never stop working at it.

definiTion of Love: Love is willing self-sacrifice for the good of 
another that does not demand reciprocation or that the person 
being loved is deserving. 

Marriage cannot work without love; it violates God’s design. 

One of the major weaknesses of Christian marriage is forgetfulness 
—forgetfulness of God’s love (1 John 4:7-11). 

You will never treat your partner with respect and love if you 
think you could have done a better job than the Creator . . . A 
marriage of unity, respect and love begins with worshipping God 
as Creator (Rom. 1:25).

You married a sinner. Do not try to create what only the Saviour 
can create. 

You will always carry the true character of your marriage 
relationship into the marriage bed. 
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God is in the business of painting his grace on the canvas of human 
souls . . . are you a soft brush in his redemptive hands? Where do 
your bristles need to be softened by that grace?  . . . God will thank 
his brushes (Matt. 25:21, 23). Rembrandt and Monet never did. 

So, you see, it wasn’t just about marriage really!  

More in:

Paul David Tripp 
What Did You Expect?—Redeeming the 
realities of marriage 

Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2010, 
288 pages, paperback.  

The conference in session
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 the walk

Sunday 31 March – Friday 5 April 2013 will be the 12th annual 
Sponsored Walk, which over the years has provided funds for 

various children’s projects in Romania. The money raised this year will 
be used mainly to sponsor disabled children attending a Friendship 
International summer camp in Sistarovat. 

Accommodation this year will be at the Atholl Centre, Pitlochry, 
and the walk will take in at least part of the Rob Roy Way.  

To whet your appetite and encourage you to get signed up (see Laura 
McNamee for the form and details), here are some of the highlights 
from last year’s walk as described by the youth and leaders: 
• Being able to talk to leaders about anything and everything that was bothering 
you and knowing that you can trust these people with anything. Knowing that 

I am surrounded by people who care about 
and love me. Knowing there was always 
someone looking out for me; this makes me 
feel more stable and confident in my own 
life. Being on the walk always comforts me. 
I never usually open up to many people, but 
being surrounded by people I know I can 
trust is a real boost. I really appreciate the 
help and support that people provide on the 
walk and when I go home that will be the 
main thing I’ll miss. I love the people here 
and hope we’ll be friends for a long time.
• I have found out what God is capable of 
and how he helps others across the world.
• I loved spending time with friends. I have 
got closer to them and God. I understand 
more about seeking God’s face in everything 
and not to attempt anything on my own. I 
have enjoyed the grub and helping out in the 
kitchen. Once I am home I hope to continue 
to grow closer to God and not just fall away, 
because this has been such an encouraging 
time. I pray that I shall thirst for God’s Word 
and that any of my friends who walk in 
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darkness shall see the Light. I have enjoyed 
late night banter with my room-mates, 
singing loudly in the shower, dressing up as 
a banana and trying to give Sue a ‘mohawk’. 
My bed was broken, so I slept on the floor.   
• I have learned so much about how the devil 
works and the ways in which he tempts us. 
Small group times helped to explain things  
further. Praise the Lord for all the leaders who 
helped us and everyone who encouraged us 
while we were walking. I felt God’s strength 
when I was weak and ready to give up.
• The company was braw!
• I have loved this week. It has helped me 
realise that I have to be more serious and 
careful about my faith!!! I love him! My 
friends have also helped me have a great 
time. I also loved seeing Tornado GR4s!
• It has been brilliant getting to share views 
with Christians and also non-Christians. I 
wish this week would never end.
• Thank you Lord for the amazing and 
beautiful walks, for all our lovely Christian 
friends and teaching us how to walk in your 
ways.
• God has blessed us with another great 
walk, new friends, lots of laughs and lessons 
learned! I’ve learned that I need to focus and 
always put Christ at the centre!
• Really enjoyed getting to know and 
make new friends with the Americans from 
Kentucky. I loved the fact that I got the 
chance to grow closer and develop closer 
relationships with more of the YFers. Will 
really miss going on the walk with them in 
the future.
• Great time with friends going up hills. In 
the evening worship we’ve been learning 
about what it means to be deceitful.
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• This week has been fantastic! We have been 
given an opportunity to worship the beauty 
of God’s creation. It has been challenging at 
times but also fun to see the teens worship. 
It’s been great to talk about who God is and 
the book of Ephesians with the guys.
• Very impressed with the kindness of the 
kids.
• Being on the walk has helped me grow in 
my faith. Being with the leaders and others 
helped me understand more about God and 
his way. On this walk I’ve learned 11 verses! 
My favourite is from Psalm 119:105 ‘Your 
word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path.’ This is 10000% TRUE!
• I loved it. Remember God is always with 
you!
• This was my first year on the walk. I 
knew very little about it but had heard 
great comments. It certainly was a walk! 
We completed 55 miles over 4 days. Whilst 
walking we had great opportunities to 
encourage the teenagers along and discuss a 
lot of things that were on their minds. This 
allowed us to share personal experiences and 
try to give support in living a Christian life 
that would glorify God. The small group 
session each night after the worship was 
really encouraging. We saw the teenagers 
grow as they shared their thoughts on the 
teaching from Ephesians.
• The small group times were wonderful!
• I loved meeting the American girls and, 
of course, Peter. The worship was amazing 
. . . and the food. We were reduced to tears 
in our small group and the discussions were 
BRAW! The showers were pants! I can’t wait 
to go home and put what I’ve learned into 
practice and have a long sleep!
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• Jesus rules! The guys here are actually 
delightful.
• Talking openly and asking questions has 
really inspired me and made me realize where 
I need to improve.
• Brilliant walks, amazing views, wonderful 
worship. As usual the walk was fun, 
challenging, tiring but very rewarding. I 
especially enjoyed getting to know folk better, 
young and older, and it was a joy to have the 
company of our American brother and sisters 
in Christ. One of the highlights for me is 
the way everyone encourages each other. It’s 
fantastic the way the youngsters (and leaders) 
keep going when in reality they would rather 
just stop! And there are so many opportunities 
to discuss spiritual concerns. Once again it’s 
been a real privilege to be part of ‘the walk’.
• Great week. Have thoroughly enjoyed being 
together with the young folks and not so 
young folks! American team was awesome!
• Our small group time helped me to realize 
how God wants me to be, compared to how 
I am.
• Had a lot of fun and learned a lot. It was 
great to meet new people.
• Every day has been wonderful. I loved 
spending time with our brother and sisters 
from the USA. I also thought the worship 
and small group studies were special. As 
a leader I have been stretched, challenged 
and uplifted through the morning prayers, 
worship small groups and conversations 
while walking. PRAISE GOD!                                  
P.S. It’s always fantastic to spend time with 
our youth group. They are amazing!
• It’s been a great week! We got to know God 
better and I’m hoping to go again NEXT 
YEAR!
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 ‘out of the mouths of babes’

Ken Taylor’s remarkable work for God began with a grumble from 
one of his ten children. After supper one evening he gathered his 

children around him for the family’s nightly Bible reading. And, as 
usual, he had to translate the chosen passage from the family Bible, 
which was the King James Version. It was the only way he could be sure 
of retaining his children’s interest. 

Then in exasperation, one of the younger children piped up: ‘Well if 
that’s what it means, why doesn’t it say so?’ This confirmed to Taylor, 
then a 37 year-old publishing company director, that the problem which 
his children had with the King James Version was probably universal. It 
disturbed him that the early English language was doubtless preventing 
countless children from understanding God’s Word. 

When travelling between his suburban home and his Chicago 
office, Taylor used to pass the time by preparing a ‘translation’ and 
explanatory notes in readiness for the family’s Bible reading. Now he 
was suddenly struck by an idea; instead of a word-for-word translation, 
why not a thought-for-thought interpretation? 

That evening, Taylor opened his King James Version Bible and 
came to 2 Timothy 4:2 ‘Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.’ 
He interpreted it to read: 

Preach the Word of God urgently at all times, whenever you get 
the chance, in season and out, when it is convenient and when it is 
not. Correct and rebuke your people when they need it, encourage 
them to do right, and all the time be feeding them patiently with 
God’s Word. 

In the months ahead, he used the 45-minute commuter trip to his 
office to paraphrase the New Testament epistles. Spurred on by his 
child’s cheeky question, he became increasingly convinced that he could 
fill a large gap in the Christian family book market. 

It was the start of a remarkable 17-year mission, which was to begin 
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with his interpretation of the epistles, and was finally to end in 1971 
with a full interpretation of the King James Version. It was entitled The 
Living Bible. 

The number of complete English-language editions of Kenneth 
Taylor’s paraphrase, The Living Bible, printed up to 1996, exceeded 40 
million. The text of The Living Bible has now been thoroughly revised 
as the New Living Translation, published in 1996.

Kenneth Taylor died on June 10, 2005 from heart failure, at the age 
of 88. 

Contributed by Betty Morran

[The reader’s attention is drawn to the Pastor’s comments on Bible translations 
in faith@work, December 2011, p. 6—Ed.] 

Kenneth N. Taylor in 1971, with a copy of The 
Living Bible [Photo: Associated Press]
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 ‘it isn’t fair . . . ’

JUSTICE THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD 
Everything I’d forgotten about justice, 

I re-learned through my six-year-old son.
by Martin Saunders (editor of Youthwork magazine)

Earlier this year, my little boy Joel raised over £6,000 for a relief and 
development charity. That’s about £5,950 more than I’ve raised 

through every sponsored swim, silence and famine of my life combined. 
How did he raise so much? Simply, he realised that injustice—

poverty specifically—exists, and decided to do something about it. He 
planned his own sponsored run; we put something on my blog about it, 
and set out to raise his original target of £60. 

Here’s some of what Joel asked me to write on that blog: ‘I watched 
a video about people who are poor, and I want to help them . . . There 
has to be somewhere for them to live like a proper house, and I want 
someone to give them lots to eat . . . I’ve got so many toys at home, 
and they’ve got none. It isn’t fair that they drink dirty water, and we get 
clean water from our taps.’

Then something amazing happened. Joel’s short dictated paragraph 
struck a chord with literally thousands of people all around the world. 
Overnight, fuelled by the support of comedian James Corden, he 
became an internet fundraising sensation. Within a couple of days, the 
bulk of that enormous sum had been raised. 

We all know evil exists, but sadly we can become desensitised to 
it. Sometimes it takes the shock of a child’s first exposure to injustice 
to provide the prophetic voice that shakes us out of our compassion 
fatigue. Joel inspired so many people—myself included—not because 
he grasped the idea that the world isn’t just, but because, in doing so, 
he reminded us that we’re meant to try to change it for the better. 

From BMS Engage magazine, Winter 2012/13

Contributed by Janet Milnes
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GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH, CHURCH STREET, GLENROTHES KY7 5ND
“to glorify God through worship and witness”

Sunday worship at 11:00 am and 6:15 pm.

Pastor:  Rev Jacob Brothers
   Tel. 01592 566784
   pastorjacobbrothers@gmail.com
Administrator: Loma Robertson

   Tel. 01592 569921
    russ.loma@hotmail.com

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work. The Editor can be 
contacted at colin.roworth@virgin.net or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.

Front Cover: The Church’s text for 2013.
See The Pastor’s Pages (1–9). 

Above: The Pastor and his wife during a break at the Marriage Conference, 
Charlotte Chapel, January 26, 2013.  See the reports on pages 30–34.  


