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THE PASTOR’S PAGES 
by Jacob Brothers, Lead Pastor 

A Family Affair

I was born into a small family with just my mum, dad, 
and an older brother. My wife was the same, with 

one younger brother. My father had two siblings, as 
did Brittany’s mum, so when we would get together 
with those respective ‘sides of  the family’, things 
were straightforward. Everyone knew everyone and 
everything about them. All the cousins got on, and 

life was manageable and easy-going. Even at Christmas these sides of  the 
family could cram into a small family living room. Things were simple as 
we would all share life together. 

However things on the ‘other’ side of  each of  our families was 
completely different. Brittany’s father was one of  nine children and my 
mum was the middle child of  ten! Brittany and I married with only a 
3-week announcement, yet at our wedding 500 invitations barely scratched 
the surface of  extended family and friends. Our extended family gatherings 
were spent trying to remember names, meet new partners, and figure 
out which rambunctious kids belonged to who. Both sides were loving 
expressions of  family—but with drastically different dynamics. 

I share this because just in the past few years that I have been around, 
Glenrothes Baptist Church can relate to both sides of  my ‘family’ in the 
way our fellowship has changed. In September of  2010, 69 people (over 
97% of  members present) voted by secret ballot to call me as pastor. 
Most of  the 100 or so attending GBC consistently had been worshipping 
together as a family for quite some time. Everyone seemed to know and 
love everyone. Many of  the outreaches and ministries [GBs, WF, YF, FH] 
were thriving … however, only about a third of  the church were involved 
in Bible Study or house-groups outside of  Sunday mornings. Prayer 
Gatherings fitted in the wee lounge, and Sunday evening attendance in 
the winter could be in the single-digits. The Sunday School children were 
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all together in one hall and the creche in a tiny wee room. Men were rarely 
involved in much outside of  Sunday mornings. Leadership dynamics 
were easier: two other elders and myself  plus a small group of  deacons, 
and various ministry leaders sought to serve and shepherd the flock on 
all fronts. Most leadership meetings, teams, services, and pastoral visits 
were led by myself. Things then were simple—like the smaller side of  my 
extended family. 

But through God’s answer to many of  your prayers, Jesus’ promise to 
build his church has become visibly evident here over these past years. We 
have seen him continue to do many miracles in bringing dead hearts to 
life through the gospel. Some of  these newer believers are now deacons 
or even pastors themselves serving in various places here and around the 
world. Even though over the years the Lord has taken many dear saints to 
glory, numerically our church has by far outgrown the former premises, 
and we have seen God do numerous miracles in bringing us to this new 
premises. By moving the hearts of  our generous landlords, and mostly 
through your sacrificial work, God has blessed us with 97 years left of  a 
lease in this immaculate new home—with not one penny of  finance owing. 
But we always knew God was not moving us to these premises for just 
ourselves the way we were. 

Over just a-year-and-a-half  since the move, the church’s Sunday 
worship attendance has already grown to around 200 consistently—so that 
we are already looking to buy more chairs and reconfigure seating. Sunday 
evenings have grown to well over 50, and prayer gatherings have grown to 
over 40. The same story is true with many of  our ministries and outreaches. 
Friendship Hour have had record numbers, and GBC Toddlers have had 
to cap their two days and create a waiting list because they are so heavily 
subscribed. Every Sunday people ask me in a joyous smile, ‘who are all these 
people God has brought!?’ Every Elders’ or Trustees meeting (now six on 
the ‘pastoral team’, and 12 task-specific deacons who lead ministry teams), 
you often hear, ‘Who is this you’re talking about?’ And we don’t even have 
the construction finished yet! So before we even have a permanent sign in 
place or a community café open, we have already experienced exponential 
growth. Added to this are the amazing opportunities for mission, ministry, 
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and church planting in the days ahead, which make us all very excited at 
what God is doing amongst us! 

But every week church can feel a bit like attending a large reunion of  the 
‘other side’ of  my family! It is hard to ‘love one another’ if  you don’t even 
know each other. Is there anything we can do?

We believe that God has called us like never before to live as the ‘Gospel-
Born Family’. Not only is this one of  the five main distinctive of  Glenrothes 
Baptist Church, but this is the theme we are preaching through for 2019. 
Beginning with our theme verse—John 1:12—we are preaching this year 

through the three Letters of  John. We will take the summer to reflect on a 
few of  the New Testament’s ‘one another’ commands for God’s children. 
Our desire is to live not merely as individuals who barely know one another; 
not merely as cliques or as insular or self-absorbed groups who long for the 
leeks and meat-pots of  yesteryear (Numbers 11:4, 5). We desire to be the true 
children of  God who are happy to grow together as the family he calls us to be. 
This means change and real sacrifice and love for you and me!  

On a leadership and ‘ministry programme’ level, the following are some 
of  the changes that we are in process of  instituting:  
GBC Connect Team, Connect Point, and Connect Lunches   
Lisa Marshall as well as John & Rachael Belton are heading up the Connect 
Team with a clear strategy for Sunday services, particularly to get to know 
and follow up with new people. More detail will come in time, but it will 
include a re-invention, expansion, and training of  the old ‘stewarding’ 

Text for 2019

John 1:12 (esv)

GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH

“But to all who did 
receive him, who 

believed in his name, 
he gave the right to 

become children of God.” 
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teams. Soon you will see a ‘Connect Point’ which will serve as a go-to place 
for any information about GBC. Connect Lunches have been a helpful 
time together to get to know new people. On Sunday 3 March, we will have 
our third session of  these lunches, which are opportunities for newcomers 
to learn who we are as a church and what we believe. Please sign up if  
you would like to come along, or recommend someone who is new to our 
church and wants to know more. 

Living as Children of  God
Ministry programmes and strategies are fine and well, but in reality the thing 
that will help us the most is for every Christian to take seriously the practical 
command to live as a child of  God. In a family reunion, what helps most is 
not some crazy aunt running around trying to organise a ‘get to know you’ 
hour, but more the natural conversations and friendships that occur through 
people taking initiative on their own. This means every person stepping 
outside of  their comfort zone. Instead of  a pouty and self-serving, ‘woe is 
me! I’m upset because I sat here quietly and nobody spoke to me…’, it is 
Christians saying a prayerful, ‘God, who are you wanting to put in my path 
today to share life with, pray with, encourage?’ If  you are a Christian, God is 
calling you to step out in faith to live as a child of  God with others. 

As we see what God is doing amongst us, let me leave you with seven 
brief  exhortations from the Word that God is calling us each to follow:

1. Welcome one another, as the Lord has welcomed you (Romans 15:7)—How are 
you contributing (or not contributing) to our church being a welcoming 
fellowship? Are you a welcoming person or are you ‘cliquey’? Do you even 
think about it? Get to know others. Care for people the way Christ cared 
for you. Find out where they are in their family, their life, what they are 
passionate about, their hobbies, and their beliefs. Ask God to help you in 
this. Pray for people and look for opportunities to serve them.  The Lord 
sought his own when they were dead in sin, outsiders, and his enemies. 
The Lord pursued and went to great lengths to welcome us into intimate 
relationship with himself  and his family. We are called to do the same!  
2. Ask good questions—find out where a person is with the Lord (Matthew 
16:15). Whether it is the woman at the well, Nicodemus, or the Pharisees, 
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throughout the Gospels our Lord Jesus is the master at using questions 
in conversation. Use loads of  questions to get to know a person and all 
about them. But don’t be satisfied to build a bridge to nowhere!  Whether 
on Sundays or at Toddlers, GBs, Banter, or Friendship Hour, people have 
come into a church building—it is normal and expected that someone 
asks a visitor if  they are a Christian, what they think about God, or if  they 
believe in Jesus. Their answer may be a great conversation starter. A great 
question is: ‘Is there anything that I can be praying for you about in life?’ 
Even if  they aren’t a Christian, this may open up conversation.  
3. Show hospitality (1 Peter 4:9)—The Greek word for ‘hospitality’ literally 
means to entertain strangers; not just friends or mates or easy people—
strangers! In the first century it would have meant going so far as welcoming 
strangers as lodgers in their homes as well as for food. This is a command 
for New Testament Christians. What about you? Are you opening your 
home and life to others around you?  
4. Look for opportunities—to share what Jesus has done in your life (John 
9:25). Nobody can argue with your personal testimony. They may think 
you are crazy, but nobody can argue with it. Your ‘testimony’ need not 
just be how God saved you so many decades ago. It can be as simple as an 
answered prayer, or some other way God worked in your life, comforted, 
or even rebuked you. People need to hear the truth of  real lives which daily 
walk with and love the living Saviour—not just people who have a mere 
intellectual belief  in a theological system.  
5. Share God’s Word—and let the Lord do the rest (Mark 4:26-27). Faith 
comes by hearing the Word of  Christ. If  we believe in the inerrancy of  
Scripture, do we also believe in the sufficiency and power of  it? If  we 
truly do, we will ask God to give us opportunities to speak his Word. This 
will also mean being much in his Word, allowing it to renew our minds 
constantly. As you find out who people are and what they think, take the 
opportunity to say, ‘that reminds me of  what God’s Word says’, and then 
share or show them the verse in your Bible. Don’t be shy of  this. Be bold. 
Don’t share as a prideful expert, but as one who likewise needs help in 
seeking to obey God’s Word.  
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6. Don’t be a fool who contradicts the gospel with how you live (Ephesians 4:17-
32). We are cautioned over and over to look at the way we live. We dare 
not be hypocrites who contradict the very God who saved us by living 
contrary to the gospel. We must seek by his grace to be models of  growing 
in holiness and running from sin. But be real and genuine, not fake and 
pretentious. Even when we sin, these can be opportunities to show true 
humility, brokenness, and repentance to others.  
7. Realise that this church isn’t about you, your preferences, your ministry, or YOUR 
anything (Matthew 16:18; John 10:16)—It’s about Jesus, his glory, and all his 
purposes through and for all his people that he brings along. 
□ ‘Excuse me, that’s my seat’ — No it’s not, not any more. Instead, say, ‘It’s 
great to have you sitting near us today. I’m _____’. 
□ ‘This is my role in the church’ — Not by yourself  its not! Instead, say, 
‘I’m so thankful the Lord has brought you as part of  the team. How can 
we do this together?’  
□ ‘I didn’t really like the worship today’ — Good thing we weren’t 
worshipping you!. Let us seek to give to God in worship, not just to receive 
as though it’s about us.  
□ ‘This is my church, and I’ve been happy with it like this for XX years’ — 
No, this is Jesus’ church, and he will add to it, change, and take away from 
it as he wills.   

These are all extreme hypothetical examples, but this self-centred 
consumeristic mentality of  western culture has no place here. It kills churches 
and is the opposite of  the gospel of  Christ. It will also make this church the 
last place anyone will want to come and belong to. May we never be like this, 
but may we seek to grow and build one another up as the family of  God. 
May we be his people always looking to ask, ‘How can I seek to serve, build 
up, and bless those God has put in my path?’ How can I use whatever gifts 
God has given me to serve others and administer his grace?’  

I pray that, above all, we would be God’s family in this place—evidenced 
by our love for him and for one another. 

Your brother and pastor, 

Jacob Brothers
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 BAPTISMS 

Andreas Rogowski
Baptised 4 November 2018 by Jacob Brothers    

“All my talents are a gift from God. He has a plan how my life will work out.”
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Andreas’ testimony

I became aware of  my Saviour Jesus Christ only after meeting my wife 
Kay, who is a Christian. As a couple we talked frequently about God 

and other topics like faith, creation, sin, heaven and hell, and many other 
political and philosphical issues. On this journey I realised that all my 
talents are a gift from God. He has a plan how my life will work out and 
he enabled me to meet Kay and to adopt a little girl. 

I was baptised on 4 November 2018, aged 50. Over the last year my 
wife and I have attended GBC on a regular basis. Meeting fellow-Chris-
tians at the services, reading the Bible together with my wife at home, and 
praying to the Lord have all helped to strengthen my faith. Attending the 
Christianity Explored course at John & Rachael’s house opened my eyes.   

Andreas, Kay 
& Sienna
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Keiran Anderson, David Stevenson, 
& Hazel McGonagle
Baptised 27 January 2019 by Gavin Thomson and Mike Montgomery     

Left to riGht: Gavin, David, Hazel, Keiran, Mike

Keiran — “God’s completely changed my heart.”
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David — “My walk with Jesus has been adventurous!”

Hazel — “I’m just so happy to be here, happy with Jesus in my life.”
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Keiran’s testimony

My name is Keiran Anderson. I’m seventeen, 
and I live with my Mum and my sister. I 

was born with a cleft lip, then had an operation 
on it when I was a baby. At two I started showing 
signs that something wasn’t right with me, and at 
five I was formally diagnosed with autism. I got 
speech and language therapy, but I still struggle 
with my emotions and with doing daily things. I 
didn’t feel blessed. I didn’t know that God loved 
me. I thought, ‘if  I am living with this condition, 

why is God doing this to me?’ But now, I realise why.
I went to church when I was younger, but I just stopped going all of  a 

sudden. But later last year I started coming to church and I’ve come a long 
way since that first moment. I just feel so grateful. When I first came to 
the church I didn’t know much and had a very bad attitude to all this, but I 
started to know more and more about who Jesus is and what he did for us. 
It’s just amazing that he loves you so much!

As part of  Banter, we went to the Houseparty in Moffat. We were doing 
a study on ‘Trust’, and I felt this feeling washing through my body, and it 
was just the best feeling in the world. I wondered if  it was God speaking to 
me. I spoke to Matthew after that and he was so happy, and everyone else 
was so happy, and it was virtually the talk of  the house. I understood that 
God really did want me, and he told me to trust in him.

When you start reading the Bible you really get to understand more 
about who God and Jesus are, and that they really do love you. Reading 
the Bible is like connecting with God; he wants you to read it because it’s 
so important for growing in your faith, and it certainly has helped me to 
grow in my faith.

 I never knew exactly what ‘sin’ was before I came here, but now I know, 
and God’s completely changed my heart and I’m just not the way I used to 
be. Every time now that I’m mean, or do something wrong, God tells me 
‘Keiran, that wasn’t right’. But you just have to apologise for what you did 
and he will forgive you. 
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I went to Christianity Explored and learned about what Jesus did, 
the miracles he performed, and how he died on the cross. If  you don’t 
know Jesus personally, keep reading the Bible and keep coming to church,  
because that will help you to grow in your faith. 

I want to be baptised because I want to be with Jesus for the rest of  my 
life and for eternity, and I love him with all my heart. 

David’s testimony

I was born in a Christian household. I was raised 
in the church, so that meant going through Sun-

day School, going through youth group; after that 
just listening in to the sermons that were being 
preached, so I got a good Christian knowledge, a 
good Christian background. Family life was a really 
good Christian upbringing as well. 

There’s never been a time when I didn’t know 
about Jesus and his death for my sins. I said ‘the 
sinner’s prayer’ at age six, but I knew I had to make a personal commitment 
to that as an adult, which I did around about sixteen or eighteen. 

My walk with Jesus has been adventurous! He’s helped me through 
school, through exams; he’s got me through university. I’ve been at work 
for about eight months, and he’s got me through that, and in a job. 

Since I’ve been here I’ve been helping out on the sound desk, learning 
the ropes as it were. I want to be baptised because Jesus said to follow him 
and be baptised. It’s that simple.  

Hazel’s testimony

I am the oldest of  five children—I have three brothers and one sister, 
all younger than me. I’ve lived all my life in Glenrothes, and I stay with 

my Dad; my Mum passed away nearly ten years ago. She was a Christian. I 
grew up knowing about the Lord through Sunday School and youth club 
at Pitteuchar Church of  Christ. I knew that God was real. 

Last year, my father and his girl-friend were watching the Netflix show 
AD: Kingdom and Empire*—it’s about Jesus—and I watched it with them. 
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As I saw the pictures of  the crucifixion, it was as if  a lightbulb went off  in 
me. I suddenly realised, ‘He died for my sins!’ It was an emotional experi-
ence. Ever since then, I was changed. 

After that I met my High School friend Katie Ross in Morrisons—hav-
ing lost contact with her for many years. I didn’t even recognise her! She 
said she came to GBC, and after that the seed was planted. I came, and felt 
love, and I still do. 

I know Jesus is Lord, and I believe in my 
heart and soul God raised him from the dead. 
I used to write poems a lot about different 
topics, but now they are all about Jesus—I 
can’t stop writing about him. 

Spiritually, I feel alive. I seek him only; I 
seek his kingdom. I understand that repent-
ance means turning from my sin and obeying 
his commands. Jesus has come into my life 
and has forgiven my sin. I pray to him every day, and I talk to him—out 
loud—as well. 

I love it here; I love coming. Ella said I should get a bed in the church! 
I’m involved with various people in the church—Anne Grieve, I’m close 
to her, and Sandra, Gary’s wife, and Rachael Belton.

I went through Christianity Explored and found the course easy to fol-
low because of  the way John and Rachael explained things clearly, in a 
caring and loving way. I used to write poems for the group to read. 

I come to be baptised for the remission of  sins and to obey Jesus. It’s a 
command, so it requires obedience. 

I am just so happy to be here, happy with Jesus in my life. I feel I don’t 
fit in this world! 

*We rejoice that the Lord can use many ways and individuals to reach our hard hearts, 
even those whose motives may be completely insincere (see Philippians 1:15-18). Chris-
tians in particular need to be very careful about getting their knowledge of  biblical his-
tory from TV or internet programmes. One critic has said of  AD: Kingdom and Empire, 
‘Christian truths are fraudulently woven together with Jewish heresies to misguide good 
Christians.’ Remember that only the Scriptures are inerrant and infallible! – Ed.



[14][14]

RELOCATION: SEPT 2018 – FEB 2019

The main focus of  the work over the last six months has been on completing the 
office suite on the 2nd floor, and dealing with a host of  ‘snaggings’ relating to 

Phases 1 & 2. See also Matthew’s ‘Relocation Team Update’ on pages 18-21.     

OFFICE SUITE, 2ND FLOOR

Some of  the offices have been re-assigned ...

... and some have been re-furnished 
as small meeting rooms (so that’s 

where the the chairs from the lounge 
at Church Street have ended up!).
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    OUTSIDE

Left: In December 2018 this temporary sign was 
kindly erected by Kevin & Karen White of  Trojan 
Press. Eventually there will be a large cross, with 

the church name — illuminated when it is dark — 
against the panelling above. 

above & beLow: The exterior lighting installed in 
January makes a big difference!
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  SERVERY ARTWORK (JANUARY)

Left: Draft 
layout for the 
main kitchen 
on the 2nd 
floor.
[Apologies 
that the 
‘legend’ to go 
with this is 
too indistinct 
to reproduce 
here.]

  STILL TO COME: THE KITCHEN ...
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... AND PHASE 3

This is the area on the ground floor of  the ‘octagon’ (underneath the Kids’ Zone) as it looks just now.  
The final phase of  the relocation project will entail renovating this space into a modern and attractive 
café area that can be used by the church for services or outreach until such time as we have a company 
in place that can operate that area as a legitimate café. It is intended that work on this will start in 
the middle of  April.
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  RELOCATION TEAM UPDATE 
by Matthew Marshall (Associate Pastor) 

Solar Electricity System

The pioneering solar system that was installed and commissioned in 
November 2018 has since been producing electricity from the sun’s 

rays over this past winter. This has been helping to run the electrical 
appliances (lighting, TVs, sound system, lift, etc…) in the building during 
daylight hours. We also installed three second-generation Tesla PowerWalls 

that take any surplus electricity produced and store it in batteries for us 
when the sun isn’t shining. This wasn’t anticipated to be used much over 
the winter since we have a low sun in Scotland (that doesn’t make many 
appearances at the best of  times!); however, we have found that several 
days a week we are seeing the batteries charging and then discharging into 
the evening. In fact this has meant that on some days when the building 
hasn’t been used much we have gone more than 24 hours completely 
disconnected from the electric grid and running entirely from solar and 
battery power! One Sunday (the day of  the week with our biggest demand) 
in January we achieved 87% self-sufficiency! Praise God!
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This means that things look very positive for 
the coming spring and into summer. It means that 
we will probably go for weeks at a time completely 
operating off  the electrical grid. More than that, 
we will be selling surplus electrical power back to 
the electricity supplier for them to sell on to other 
customers. How amazing is our God?!

[See also Loma’s article on pages 22-24.]

Window Glazing Replacement
Some of  you may already have noticed work being done on the windows 
of  the ground floor café area. We are replacing these with transparent 
glass to allow for a better atmosphere within the café. Unfortunately 
we did not receive planning permission to do the same for the other 
windows on the first and second floors. 

McLeod Glaziers of  Perth have begun the work, and it is anticipated 
that they will continue the glazing replacement project for the next 8 – 10 

weeks until it is completed. They will be doing this work every Thursday 
and Friday between 9am and 4pm. Encourage them as you see them 
working. They are already finding the removal of  the old panes of  glass 
harder than anticipated.
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Connect Point & Library
Over the coming month or so we are looking to establish the new 
Connect Point which will serve as a physical location before or after 
services where you can find literature or information about the church 
or services. It will also be a place where you will find someone from the 
Connect Team who can answer questions about things relating to the life 
of  the church (e.g. church membership, HBF’s, upcoming dates, etc…)

At the far end of  the worship space, the room where Jacob and I used 
to have our office will become the Church Library. You should soon see 
a glass door opening appearing on the wall facing into the worship space. 
This will be somewhere for you to go and read, to borrow books from 
the Library, or even to purchase a wide variety of  things from our new 
Resource Centre.

[See also Helen’s article on page 44.]

Phase 3
At the last church business meeting I communicated the vision set out by 
the Transition Team for the use of  the ground floor area. It was agreed by 
the church membership to start the work at the beginning of  the second 
quarter of  2019 to renovate that space into a modern and attractive café 
area that could be used by the church for services or outreach until we 
have a company in place that can operate that area as a legitimate café. 

The style of  this café area will be ‘upscaled vintage’ contrasted with 
high-standard modern equipment (if  you’re not sure what that’s going 
to look like, speak to Margaret Cowan). The gospel will be clearly and 
overtly communicated from wall to wall in this area. Our desire is for this 
to truly operate as its name—‘The Bridge’—implies, and ‘bridge’ people 
from the community into the family of  God through the blood of  Jesus, 
the One who spans the chasm of  sin and death on our behalf, reconciling 
us to God. 

This will mean us stripping back everything that’s in that area, including 
the ceiling, decorating and furnishing the space with a split between one 
side of  soft and comfortable furniture for relaxing and chatting, and 
tables with seating on the other to eat and meet around. There is even 
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the vision to have a wood-burning stove installed to create a warm and 
intimate atmosphere during the winter. 

Pray for us as we seek to take this vision and turn it into a reality. 
We attempted to find contractors who could complete this work for us. 
However, this has proven costly and complicated, and so we have agreed 
to complete the work in the way we have the rest of  the building to this 
point. That means we are going to need you to join hands with us again 
and tackle the project in God’s strength. We will be looking to begin 
this work from the middle of  April. The first phase of  that work will 
be demolition and clearing tasks. Then we will move on to decorating, 
fabricating the room dividers, and installing the facilities needed. This 
will be finished off  by ‘making the house a home’ so-to-speak—getting 
the Scriptures, art work and various ways of  communicating the gospel 
into the place. 

Upon completion this will be a space that we the church can use 
for various services or outreach lunches or dinners. This will be done 
under the direction of  the Eldership until such a time as the Transition 
Team have in place the business model to operate the space as a proper 
outreach café. This could be much later in the year. Pray for us as we 
continue to pursue the Lord for wisdom and direction in this.

Giving Sunday
As communicated at the EGM in December, we will be focussing our 
special annual Anniversary Offering towards Phase 3 of  the Relocation 
Project. This means we will begin sacrificial giving towards this on 17 
March 2019 and this will follow on through the year until we reach the 
target of  £47,000. This may seem like a big goal, but let’s bear in mind 
that for just Phase 2, through God’s generosity towards us, we have been 
able to sacrificially give back over £140,000! This is just the final push to 
get the last remaining part of  the building completed. As before, we want 
to encourage you to prayerfully seek the Lord as to how you are being 
called to engage in this way. 

PHASE 3 GIVING TARGET: £47000
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 SOLAR PANELS INSTALLATION 

‘LIGHT BRINGS LIFE’

by Loma K. Robertson

On 30 September last year, the process of  installing one hundred and 
fifty-six 320-watt solar panels on the roof  of  the church building 

began, the contract having been awarded to Wayne Campbell of  Alba 
Heat and Power. 

The system was commissioned on 5 November and has been produc-
ing a portion of  the electricity used to supply the church building since 
that time. The electricity bills have reduced by around fifty per cent so far 

and as the longer, sunnier days increase so will the amount of  electricity 
produced also increase. It is interesting to note that even on days that 
appear to be dull and overcast, we are still producing up to around half  
of  the electricity used in the building.  

As we move forward into the summer months and the solar panels 
generate increasing amounts of  electricity, power that is generated sur-
plus to the church’s requirements will be stored in 42kW of  Tesla storage 
batteries (3 X 14kW batteries) and will be sold back to the National Grid 
at peak times of  demand to ease the pressure on the National Grid.  
Monies received in this way are known as a “Feed-In Tariff ”.  

The aim of  this venture was not to generate income, but to allow 
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GBC to become more ‘green’, setting out to further the aims of  our 
‘Green/Environmental Housekeeping Policy’. However, it is an advan-
tage of  this system that there is the potential to generate a small amount 
of  income, from producing electricity surplus to our requirements. This 
income will be set aside within the General Fund of  the church and will 
be allocated for use specifically for outreach projects that are going to 
benefit the community of  Glenrothes and the surrounding area. Initially, 
it is planned to invest any generated funds in the Kids’ Holiday Bible 
Club (see p. 36), and the Party in the Park (p. 32). Both of  these pro-
grammes reach out to young people, vulnerable people, elderly people, 
and families throughout the whole community.

GBC would like to extend their thanks to Fife Environment Trust 
and the SLCF for the grant of  75% of  the cost of  the installation of  the  
solar panels on the roof  of  the church building, amounting to £48,612.21. 
FET have generously assisted the church through this grant—and previ-
ous grants towards biomass installation—in becoming a church who are, 
as our ‘Green Policy’ states, ‘wise faithful stewards of  the environment 
and all that God has entrusted to us’, as we seek to invest in the King-
dom.  

[... and—yet again—the church’s thanks to Loma for processing these 
grant applications on our behalf ! – Ed.]

There are some photographs of  the installation on the following page.
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MISSION HOUSE: JOB DONE 

In the March 2018 issue of  faith@work we showed how the Mission House had 
been ‘stripped out’ preparatory to complete refurbishment and re-equipping. That 

refurbishment was completed in November. Thanks to all involved—notably Russ 
Robertson, David McNamee, Ross Brown, and Mike Montgomery—on 6 Decem-
ber, Mike and his family were able to move in. These photographs were taken at the 
beginning of  November, just before the final hand-over. 

March 2018

March 2018
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March 2018
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  TRANSITION TEAM UPDATE 
by Matthew Marshall (Associate Pastor) 

Mission Partners’ Use of  Offices

In March we will begin to see two local gospel 
partners take up space in offices on the second 

floor. 
Firstly, Collydean Baptist Church have been seeing 

God do encouraging things in the church at the 
north end of  the town. However, with this growth 
a need has arisen for more meeting and organising 

work, and with very limited space in their current building they asked us 
if  we would be willing to support them with a room in our building. This 
was discussed at Eldership level and then the Transition Team agreed to 
a policy that would be in place allowing them to use a space within our 
building. We are excited to see how God gives opportunities for mutual 
encouragement, times of  prayer, and further partnership as we work in 
closer proximity with the Pastor, David Purves, and the Youth Worker, 
Liam Morton. Pray for them as they settle in and encourage them as you 
see them and chat to them in the building.

Secondly, last year we were approached by G.R.O.W (Glenrothes 
Regional Outreach Worker), one of  our local mission partners . They were 
looking to change the office space they currently lease from the YMCA. 
They were keen to see Oskar Forbes, the local outreach worker, based in 
a more helpful environment and able to work alongside other Christians 
in ministry in Glenrothes. Please pray for Oskar and particularly his 
work with G.R.O.W as he engages with the local schools to make Christ 
known. Pray again that we would be an encouragement to him and that 
we would have many opportunities for prayer and partnership.

Use of  Premises
Many people and organisations have approached us over this last year or 
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so, requesting to use the building for various things. We had everything 
from parents of  toddlers for birthday parties to the draught cards club. 
The reality we have shared with them is that we are not in a position to 
offer the space for any of  these things until the Transition Team have 
done their job putting in place policies and mechanisms to deal with it. 

The challenge at its basic level is the need for someone to take 
responsibility for opening up and closing, cleaning up behind, and 
hosting anyone who would use the building. One thing we are clear about 
is that we don’t want to get busy allowing the building to simply be used 
by people because it’s a good space to use (even if  they are willing to 
contribute financially for this). We want to use the resources that God 
has entrusted to us (including the building) to be best used to make him 
known and to evangelise the lost. This means that if  anyone outside the 
church is interacting with us in the building, whether it’s for just a kid’s 
birthday party or a one-off  event, we make every effort to maximise the 
impact we can have for the gospel to bear fruit.

For that reason, until we have the company in place that will operate 
the building for us as a church and will employ the facilities manager 
who can represent us in this way, we will only take any requests for use 
of  the building on a case-by-case basis considered by the Elders. An 
Application Form can be requested from Loma Robertson at office@
glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk. 

Pray for us as the Elders discern these various opportunities, and pray 
particularly for the Transition Team as they seek to firm up the plans and 
proposals for the AGM in May.

Preparing for AGM
Our Annual General Meeting for church members is scheduled for  
Tuesday 21 May. The Transition Team are preparing to present a detailed 
proposal for the church to vote on. This proposal will include the 
following:-

1. The establishing of  the ‘Bridge Centre’ company that will operate 
the building on behalf  of  the church. This will be a company that has 
one shareholder: Glenrothes Baptist Church. This company will take 
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care of  the practical functions of  the building, including the cleaning and 
waste management. This company will also employ a facilities manager 
whose role will be to clean, open and close, be on-call for problems, and 
take care of  any outside people/groups using the building. 

2. The details of  the ‘Bridge Centre’ constitution (Memorandum & 
Articles). This will set out the rules that will govern this company, and  
will ensure that the operation of  the church building always comes under 
the oversight and accountability of  the church body. This will detail who 
can sit on the board of  directors for the company (members of  GBC 
only) and how they will be proposed and elected.

3. The mechanisms and policies for outside groups/people to request 
use or be offered use of  the church building. This will include how we 
ensure this falls in line with the church’s ethos and how we can ensure we 
are always making best use of  these opportunities for God’s glory.

Pray for the Transition Team as they prepare the fine details of  these 
elements that will come to the church membership for discussion and 
scrutiny prior to a vote at the AGM. Pray for discernment and wisdom 
as they wrestle through all the details and their legal and theological 
implications. 
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  MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
by Matthew Marshall (Associate Pastor) 

Romania Construction Team

I am so excited to see us re-establish the partnership we’ve had for 
almost two decades with Romania by sending out teams of  workers 

and young people. We as a church have a rich heritage of  being used by 
the Lord to bless the people of  Romania. Yet when we look back over 
these past 18 years we see that God has in fact used our service to bless, 
sanctify, and mature us as a church. 

For that reason I’m particularly excited to see 2019 become a year 
in which we reinvigorate this partnership. The first way we will do this 
is by sending over a team of  five guys from GBC (Hamish & Ross 
Sinclair, Richard Simcock, David McNamee and myself) 23–30 May. The 

purpose of  this trip is to 
rebuild some of  the well- 
used covered wagon 
accommodation at Friend-
ship Camp. These wagons 
each accommodate 9 kids  
and are used over the 10 
weeks of  summer camps. 
The wooden structures are 
beginning to rot and are 
due to be replaced with 

more durable steel structures. The team will predominantly focus on 
this and also on general renovation and preparation work prior to the 
summer camps.

Pray for these men. Pray for the team dynamics and unity. Pray that 
we will gel well and have a fantastic time together. Pray for our witness 
to one another too.

It’s not too late if  you want to be a part of  this! If  you can get the time 
off  work and can get flights, you can join us!
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Romania Summer Camp Team
It’s hugely exciting to see a team forming with the vision of  leading a 
summer camp for Romanian kids 28 July – 4 August this year. There 
has not been a team sent from GBC to deliver camp programmes in 
Romania since 2014. This has always been such a rich time of  blessing 
as it stretches our young people and leaders in their faith, practice, and 
evangelism. Not all the kids on the team will be professing Christians, 
and for those who are not, they will be supporting in practical ways like 
crafts and games, setup, etc… 

The kids that we would be ministering to during that week are 
planned to be kids from the local town near the camp, Lipova. There are 
some small house orphanages in that town where house-parents care for 
abandoned kids. The local authority coordinator is a Christian woman 
who has approached Callum King (the camp director) with the request 
to send 90 kids to camp this year! Callum has pleaded with us to send a 
team to help him run this camp where we would take around half  of  the 
kids over a week.

Pray for the team as they begin team building and preparation for the 
camp programme. Pray also for the need for fund-raising for the team’s 
expenses and if  possible to sponsor more kids to come to camp.

If  you would like to either support the team or sponsor a child to 
go to camp for the week (£50/child/week) then speak to the Church 
Treasurer, Andrew Beveridge. You will be able to donate by cheque, 
BACS, or cash toward any of  these funds.
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Party in the Park (PITP) 2019
Last August saw the inaugural ‘Party in the Park’ in the grounds of  Warout 
Park. It was a huge success that saw Leslie, Collydean, and Glenrothes 
Baptist Churches join arms in organising and pulling off  this fellowship/
outreach event. 

We borrowed Leslie Baptist’s marquee tent, had big Kev Thomson 
bring a 7.5-ton truck, and then invited the musician Steph McLeod to 
come and perform some worship music from the back of  the truck. 
Many people pulled together to provide many activities and games from 
bouncy castles to potted sports for all the community. We also had 
Glenrothes Baptist Church Hospitality Team provide a range of  desserts 
and tray bakes alongside hot and cold drinks. 

It was great to see and hear everyone mingling and chatting together, to 
see so many eating their picnics and playing together as families. The Lord 
certainly used this event to make himself  known from the platform in the 
middle of  the park, but also through the conversations and witness of  his 
people. I’ve heard stories since of  how the Lord used this event to call 
people to rededicate their lives to him and his service. How amazing is that!

This year we are prayerfully seeking the Lord about hosting this year’s 
PITP on the fields at the centre of  Macedonia. This would allow us to 
begin making connections and serving the families at the centre of  the 
mission field where we are prayerfully seeking to establish a new gospel-
centred church.
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  BABIES, BABIES, BABIES! 

Scott & Caroline Clark with HANNAH, 
born 4 July 2018, weight 7lb 9oz

Luke & Helen Higdon with Ellie and SAMUEL LUKE,  
born 8 September 2018, weight 7lb 8oz
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Alastair & Jan Stenhouse with RACHEL ROSE, 
born 5 December 2018, weight 5lb 9oz

Chris & Wilma Ramsey with OLIVIA EVANGELINE, 
born 6 January 2019, weight 7lb 13oz—a sister for Jasmine, Reuben, and Jackson
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  CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY 
An update by Gavin Thomson 

(Children & Youth Pastor)

A week or two back I heard of  a young person 
who’d gone home excited because they’d 

correctly answered some questions at one of  the 
GBC ministries. That excitement is infectious 
as both I, and the person who told me about it, 
were excited too. Whilst we know that it’s not all 

about knowing the right answers, it is great to hear of  young people 
understanding more of  God. We pray that knowing information would 
lead them to knowing God, a real and saving relationship with Jesus!

Following our children and youth ministry vision Sunday we put 
together a prayer letter to help you to pray knowledgeably for all that is 
going on. Please continue to use that and look out for the next edition 
coming out soon.

At the moment a real focus is the Banter group that meets on Saturday 
evenings. For this term we have reduced the frequency of  this down 
to every second week—this is because in order to make this event as 
relational as we’d like it to be we need a high proportion of  leaders each 
week. We hope this reduction in frequency is only for the short term, 
so if  you’d like to get involved, even occasionally, chatting and spending 
time with the teenagers, then please chat with me or Stephen Galbraith.

We are also looking forward to the summer and the different ministry 
opportunities that time of  year brings. Here are just a couple of  things 
you can pray about or get involved with this summer:

Whiting Bay Mission, 13–27 July
For over sixty years SU Scotland has run a beach mission in the village of  
Whiting Bay on the Isle of  Arran. Joanna and I have led the team there 
for the last eight years and over those years at least seventeen people 
from GBC have been a part of  the team. We have a fantastic fortnight 
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sharing the good news of  Jesus with children and young people from 
age 5 to 18 and their families, with Bible studies, games, songs, crafts, 
challenges, a beach bonfire, and loads more. We are looking forward to 
this year’s events and would love to take some of  you as part of  the team. 
Please speak to one of  us for more details.

GBC Holiday Club, 12–16 August
We really want to take the good news of  Jesus to the children and young 
people of  our own town and community, and a summer holiday club 
is a great opportunity to do that. We’ll run a morning club for Primary 
school-aged children that’ll include loads of  fun activities with the focus 
being on proclaiming Jesus. There are many different roles that will need 
to be filled, from admin. tasks to IT, catering to helping set the building 
up, as well as working directly with the children. It would be excellent to 
see as many as possible from the church involved in this outreach work. 
Look out for more details coming soon and speak to me if  you want to 
get involved.

‘WITH THE LORD FOREVER’ 

Minnie Turnbull
26 September 1929 – 10 December 2018

Irene Belton
17 May 1935 – 25 January 2019

In recent days we have lost two of  our ‘mothers in Israel’—two of  the most 
gracious ladies you could meet. We grieve, but not as those who have no hope 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13); rather we encourage one another (verse 18). 
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 OUT AND ABOUT



 INDUCTION OF GAVIN THOMSON

‘CONNECT’ LUNCH, 4 NOVEMBER 2018 

beLow: Some of  those 
who attended the ‘Con-
nect’ Lunch in Novem-
ber, to learn about what 
we believe, and how we 
function as a family of  
God’s people. The next 
such lunch is on 
3 March.

Left: On 16 
September 2018, 
Gavin Thomson 
was inducted to the 
post of  Children 
& Youth Pastor 
(part-time).

above: 
The ‘kitchen’ staff!



[38][38]

 NEW MEMBERS

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY, ERIC!


above: Anne Grieve (left) and Janet Baker were wel-
comed into church membership on 4 November 2018. 
Right: Ian Orr was welcomed by Elder Colin Roworth 
on 2 December 2018.

There was a special 
‘Happy Birthday’ for 

our organist Eric Walls 
on 2 December 2019, 
with lots of  CAKE to 
celebrate his reaching the 

age of  80. 
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CHRISTMAS

COMMISSIONING OF NEW DEACONS


The Elders pray 
for the new Dea-
cons during their 
commissioning ser-
vice on 6 January 
2019. 
Left to right:
Andy Beveridge
Laura McNamee
Lisa Marshall
Alastair Stenhouse
Luke Higdon.

Carols outsaide the church on 22 December 2018. 
The refreshment barrow was welcome on a cold day! 
beLow: The choir rehearsing for the Christmas Eve concert.
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FIFE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP EVENING, 1 FEBRUARY 2019
cLockwise from Left: Serving the food; eating the 
meal; Jacob interviews Andy Matheson (right) and 
Dave Dickson (left) about the planting of  Lochee 
Baptist Chapel in Dundee; Baptist Union of  Scot-
land General Direcxtor Alan Donaldson speaks 
about the activites planned for the 150th Anniversary 
of  the Union.

In addition to this, there were interviews about 
the work in the churches in Fife; Andy Matheson 
preached on ‘Reconciliation’ from 2 Cor. 5:16-21; 
and each table prayed together for the Fife churches.  
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DEDICATIONS

RACHEL ROSE STENHOUSE, with parents Alastair & Jan, 30 December 2018.  

[Continued on page 43]   

SAMUEL LUKE HIGDON, with 
parents Luke & Helen and sister Ellie, 

17 February 2019.  

JAMIE DAVID LEES, with 
parents Rob & Kathryn and brother Zac, 

17 February 2019.  
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  TREASURER’S REPORT 
by Andy Beveridge

Weekly Offerings

The budget for average weekly offerings for this 
financial year (October 2018 – September 2019) 

was increased to £2615 per week as agreed by the 
members of  the church at the recent EGM. This was 
because we took the decision to no longer have a 
transfer from general reserves to contribute towards 

the proposed income budget. Praise the Lord, as we have passed our 
budgeted weekly offerings in three of  the four months we have had this 
financial year!

Month Average weekly offering (£)
September 2018 2204.38
Budget £2222 per week
October 2811.90
November 3842.45
December 2465.77
January 2019 2999.43
Budget £2615 per week

Thank you to everyone that has generously contributed towards the 
general offering figures. 

Gift Aid Returns
Gift Aid Returns for the following periods for the General Fund were:

 July – September 2018   £5419.63
 October – December 2018       £7274.75
Gift Aid Returns for the following periods for the Relocation Fund were:
 July – September 2018   £397.50
 October – December 2018       £142.50
Thank you to all of  you who give by this means, allowing us to claim 

a further 25% on your donations from HMRC. Please speak to me if  you 
are a taxpayer and would like to contribute in this way.  
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Christmas Eve / Christmas Day Offerings
The offerings on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day totalled £840.11 
which will be split 50:50 between Collydean Baptist Church and a mission 
partnership that is still to be decided by the Mission Team. 

Anniversary Thanksgiving Offering
The 63rd Anniversary of  the Church will be celebrated on Sunday, March 
17, when Alex Cowan of  Skyland Baptist Church in Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
will be the guest preacher at both services. This year’s Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Offering will go towards the Phase 3 works at GBC.  

DEDICATIONS (continued from page 41)

The Higdon and Lees families (and some cakes!) following the Dedications on 17 February 2019.  
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  GBC RESOURCE CENTRE 
by Helen Clarkson 

This is just a short report to let everyone know how things are going 
with the Resource Centre.

The bookstall is up and running and we have just got a card reader, 
therefore we can now take card payments as well as cash and cheques.

I now also have a mobile bookcase which should make things easier 
as we have to put everything away each week for Toddlers and then bring 
it back out for Sunday.

As to the Library this is still a work in progress and as soon as the guys 
can put up some shelving in the room at the far end of  the sanctuary, we 
will then be able to start putting some books out.

The idea is to set it up like any library where you can take a book out 
for say a month and then bring it back; if  you need more time then just 
bring it back to get re-stamped for another month and so it goes on. 

There will also be some chairs and tables so if  you wish you can take 
your coffee through there and sit and read, or have a quiet time.

I am therefore looking for volunteers who feel called to help with this 
venture. If  anyone  does feel called to help in however small a way, please 
come and speak to me.
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  A VISIT TO ISRAEL 
by Margaret Ramsay 

Thank you for praying for my visit to Israel. The Lord abundantly 
answered!

Wanting to return to Israel on my own rather than on a tour, I’d 
booked into Christ Church guest house in Jerusalem’s old walled city last 
March for two weeks in January.

Last summer, when reading Isaiah, Chapter 40 verse 2 jumped off  
the page: 

‘sPeak To The hearT oF JerUsalem.‘
I knew the Lord was telling me this was the reason he wanted me in 

the Old City, the Heart of  Jerusalem. I had the sense he wanted me to 
declare the truths from his Word, beginning with Isaiah chapters 40–66. 
Later I read Ezekiel 3:4 —

‘sPeak To Them WiTh mY Words.’
In the following months I added passages from Ezekiel, Zechariah, 

and Psalms to my list of  his words in Isaiah. It meant I wasn’t left 

Christ Church guest house was just inside the Jaffa Gate. 
The steps lead down to ...

... a shopping mall. Every shop is closed 
on the Sabbath.
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wondering what to pray, but felt relaxed as I aligned myself  with his 
word for Jerusalem. 

It was wonderful to spend unhurried 
time in the Garden Tomb, meditating with 
gratitude on the Lord’s death and experiencing 
afresh the joy of  his resurrection; to stand 
with Jewish people as they prayed at the 
Western Wall and pray for their salvation; to 
prayer walk through the alleyways of  the Old 
City, around its walls and even high up on its 
ramparts with amazing views of  the Mount 
of  Olives.

The second week a friend, Marie, joined 
me. We were prayer walking outside the walls 
of  the Old City, when a man in a minibus 
stopped and spoke to us. Thinking he was a 
taxi driver we told him we wanted to walk; then 
he looked at us and said ‘I’m a Messianic Jew’ 
(a Jew who believes that Jesus is their Saviour). 
Marie and I knew the Lord had arranged for 
us to meet this Jewish brother. The more I 
spoke to Adam, the more amazed I became 
as he knew so many of  the Messianic Jewish 
and Arabic Christian pastors and fellowships 
that I pray for in Israel.

He then asked if  we wanted to go up 
the Mount of  Olives. We’d been planning 
to go there but were a bit anxious about the 
challenges of  getting there up a very steep, 
busy, narrow, winding road—now here was 
God’s provision!

On the way he asked if  we’d like to go to Bethany, on the far side of  the 
Mount of  Olives, the home of  Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. He explained 
that a friend, Ivan, a member of  his fellowship in Jerusalem, worked 

The Garden Tomb
‘He is risen indeed!’

Jerusalem is built on seven hills 
and I think I climbed them all!
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in Bethany and would take us to the church 
dedicated to the three friends of  Jesus. He 
told us that Bethany is completely Muslim, 
except for a small, persecuted, historically 
Christian community. Though it’s a dark 
and difficult place, Ivan continues to work 
in the only Christian-owned gift shop there 
in order to encourage and witness to the 
Christian community and to witness to the 
Muslims. We ended up being alone with 
Ivan in the church so were able to pour out 
our hearts in prayer for him and the people 
of  Bethany. 

Adam then drove us via the Mount of  
Olives to the Garden of  Gethsemane, 
another place we had wanted to visit (God is 
good!), where we were able to spend time in 
prayer beside ancient olive trees where Jesus 
had also prayed.

Another blessing was being told by the 
guide of  Christ Church’s heritage centre that 
in the last five years, the number of  Israelis 
visiting the centre has increased five-fold. 
Many come in groups and return alone to ask 
questions, even rabbis. In the days leading 
up to Christmas, Christ Church hosted 3,000 
Israeli visitors, i.e. mostly Jewish and not 
believers in Jesus. What also delighted me 
was to be told that the number of  Messianic 
Jewish fellowships and organisations, etc., in 
Israel has grown from 260 to 310—in just 11 months! Considering there 
was only a handful of  Messianic Jewish believers in 1948 when Israel was 
reborn as a state, that is amazing growth and it’s accelerating. God is at 
work among the Jewish people in Israel today.

Divine appointment—
with Ivan in Bethany.

Ancient olive trees in the Garden of  
Gethsemane
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I had several opportunities to speak to Jewish people about God 
and his Word. Sitting next to me in a cafe, Rahel started a conversation 
by remarking on the title of  the book I was reading, Shaped for Prayer 
Enjoyment. We had an in-depth chat which even included the subject of  
Mashiach, the Messiah. She wanted to order the book on Amazon and 
gave me her contact details to keep in touch.

I was astonished when I was at the Western Wall with the Jewish 
people joyfully welcoming the Sabbath at Friday sunset to hear large 
groups singing a song whose constant refrain was “Mashiach”. May their 
longing for their Messiah draw them to the Lord Jesus.

A few hours before our flight home, we 
took a final walk through an ancient part of  
the Old City’s Jewish Quarter. We went into 
a shop, attracted by the Messianic theme of  
its paintings. The artist, who had studied in 
Edinburgh, chatted to us, then said we should 
choose a painting each as a gift from him. Wasn’t 
that just like the Lord to seal a special time in 
Jerusalem with a lovely gift, a print of  the Old 
City with the words written underneath: 

“PRAY FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM” 
PSALMS 122:6

Left: Gold Menorah 
weighing half  a ton, 
built in preparation 
for the third temple. 

On display in the Old 
City. 

riGht: Memorial 
to the thousands of  

Jewish people deported 
in cattle trucks. Yad 
Vashem Holocaust 
memorial centre.
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  GRACIOUSNESS: A REVIEW 
by Colin Roworth

Graciousness: 
Tempering Truth with Love
by John Crotts

Reformation Heritage Books, 2018
pbk., 152 pp, rrP £10.99
ISBN 978-1-60178-586-2

An edited version of  a review which first appeared in The 
Banner of  Truth magazine, January 2019.

John Crotts, pastor of  Faith Bible Church in Sharpsburg, Georgia, writes 
to provide practical guidance on how Christians can cultivate graciousness 

in their lives, and particularly in their speech. After analysing the nature of  
such graciousness, and how what we say emerges from our hearts (Matt. 
15:18-20), he shows how the exercise of  graciousness is a means to build 
others up, to enable us to grow together into Christ. We need to recognise 
that it is God who brings about change, not the intensity of  our arguments, 
for if  our speech is always with grace (Col. 4:5-6), gospel opportunities will 
arise with unbelievers. 

We can learn graciousness especially from the example of  the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in his actions, teaching, character, and suffering. The Apostle Paul is 
given as an example of  the great change that comes about when someone 
repents and believes, as his new graciousness is shown in his dealings with 
the churches in Thessalonica and Corinth, and with Philemon in particluar. 
The danger of  an ‘ungracious church’ is illustrated by Ephesus.

The heart of  the book is four chapters on ‘cultivating graciousness’—in 
our hearts, in our attitude towards others, by our actions, and in the church 
community. This is where we can learn from those gracious Christians we 
long to emulate [eg. see p. 36]—‘Any time you spend with gracious people 
will be beneficial to you as you grow in graciousness’. 

Here is a biblically-based and thoroughly practical book to challenge our 
innermost attitudes and to help us to grow graciously.  
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work.
The Editor can be contacted at 

colin.roworth@gmail.com or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.

The amazing Hospitality Team who provided hot meals for around 100 people at 
the Fellowship Evening for Fife Baptists on 1 February (see page 40).
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