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THE PASTOR’S PAGES

by Jacob Brothers (Senior Pastor)  

A little over seven months ago, Matthew Marshall, 
Paul Greer, and myself  were praying and 

walking outside the Glenrothes Town Centre. Our 
topics of  intercession were many things church-
related, but particularly that of  the need for new 
premises. The rare and glistening Scottish sun 
beckoned us from the far end of  the Centre to take 
the scenic route outside of  the building on our way 
back to 8 Church Street. As we continued to talk, 

Paul looked up and mentioned to Matthew and me, ‘What about Unicorn 
House?’ At this point none of  us had heard or thought anything about 
it. As the sun reflected its bright rays off  the multitude of  glass panels, 

I don’t remember exactly what was said, but I recall Matthew saying, 
‘Wow—could you imagine!’ I remember initially having little faith and 
thinking—‘No way!’ But I vaguely remember praying out loud in a short 
and basic way containing something of  Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3—
that God would do exceedingly, abundantly more than all we could ever 
ask or imagine. I remember praying that if  God wanted to take us here or 
wherever he wanted Glenrothes Baptist Church, that he would bless in 
such a way that he would be brought the most glory, and that his gospel 
would go forth in Glenrothes, and many more disciples would be made 
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for his kingdom. As we returned, little did we know that just a few hours 
later, Matthew and I would receive a message from a friend … This 
friend—who wasn’t with the three of  us on our sunny walk, and with 
whom none of  us had spoken—would be connected with the owners of  
the Town Centre. That very day, our friend would ask us to consider the 
possibility of  moving to the exact building we ‘just so happened’ to be 
praying in front of. Chance? No chance! 

Over seven months have passed and much has transpired (too much 
to put in a short magazine article). We hope to document much of  God’s 
providence and leading in this matter at a later date. Monumentally, 
on 6 December 2016, Glenrothes Baptist Church decided 96% to 
the affirmative, that God was calling us to sell our current premises 
and relocate to Unicorn House. The church affirmed the sale of  our 
current building (subject to Trustees’ contract) to the Shek family of  
Glenrothes, who plan to renovate the building into a dance studio and 
place for community use. Finally, the church stood together to affirm and 
commission the Relocation Team and our Principal Contractor [below], 
for it will be their job to determine, oversee, and execute the detailed 
design specification on behalf  of  the church. 

The journey to this point has been a long one already, but mostly it 
has only just begun. Now the real work begins; not of  just planning and 

Left to right: Alastair McRoberts, Lisa Marshall, Nicola Brown, 
Carol McRoberts, Margaret Cowan, Senior Pastor Jacob Broth-
ers, Assistant Pastor Matthew Marshall, Steve Rodgers, David 
Balfour.
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praying toward the relocation, but sacrificially giving and working hard 
to see it all become a reality. As the people in Nehemiah’s day grafted 
with both trowel and sword, so we must do the same. We must be keenly 
aware of  the spiritual battle in which we are engaging, and must keep on 
our armour.  Jesus said, ‘I will build my church and the gates of  hell will 
not prevail against it’—this should firstly tell us that the enemy will seek 
to scheme and attack, but that the victory is Christ’s. The call to build 
should continue to be a call to remain closer to Christ than we have ever 
been.  

Finally, as we seek to build ‘the church’, we must be keenly aware 
that the true church is not a building, but God’s people—a people built by 
Jesus and his gospel. As we seek together to honour and glorify God in 
working side by side for the building of  Unicorn House, we must labour 
more for the faith of  the gospel! A building is a tool—no more, no less. 
The mission for which the tool exists is to assist us in glorifying God 
through worship and witness by making disciples of  Jesus Christ to the 
ends of  the earth. May we be faithful to glorify and labour together, not 
just to see ‘the church’ built, but even more importantly to see THE 
CHURCH built!  

Below [pp. 4-7] you will find a letter addressed to the general public 
in Glenrothes. In coming days we plan for this letter to go out into the 
newspapers. It will also be posted both on the doors of  Unicorn House 
in the Town Centre, and on the windows of  our current building. It will 
also accompany ‘first draft’ plans for the new premises [see pp. 7-8]. 
Please consider the part God is calling you to play in this exciting project! 

Your brother and pastor, 

Jacob 
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WE ARE MOVING!
After 60 years of  faithful ministry in the heart of  Glenrothes, and after 38 
years at our current premises at 8 Church Street, the people of  Glenrothes 
Baptist Church are excited to announce that we are seeking to move. 
We are looking at renovating and then relocating to a location connected 
to the Glenrothes Town Centre, formerly known as ‘Unicorn House’. 
Still awaiting final approval from the owners, the church is in negotiation 
concerning a long-term lease, and is 
applying for full planning permission 
and change of  use for the premises.

The season of  Christmas is amazing! 
And it is the perfect time for us to 
make this announcement. Jesus Christ  
—God himself—the Saviour of  the 
world, was not born in Jerusalem 
where all the high, religious folk were … but in Bethlehem; in humility, 
amongst the common folk. ‘Emmanuel’—the name given to Jesus—
which means ‘God with us’, came and lived among the people, and 
then died to give eternal life—but not to those in castles who think 
they are good enough to earn it. He came to where the ordinary folk 
were, and saved a people who realised they were far off  from God and 
acknowledged their need for him.

Glenrothes Baptist Church desires to follow in these footsteps of  Jesus 
Christ our King in the place we seek to relocate to, and in the way we 
minister to all people. We are (and have always been) unashamedly all 
about Jesus and his gospel. We believe he remains the only hope for all 
mankind, and is still in the business of  saving and transforming lives by his 
atoning death for sin, and subsequent resurrection. Within the church, we 
are seeing in our own lives what God’s amazing grace and forgiveness can 
do in ordinary, messed-up people. And we want to show his unconditional 
love to the rest of  Glenrothes—in both word and action. We desire to be 
a community church for all people—to know, care for, serve, and show 
Christ to those with any or without faith, from all walks of  life.
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WHY MOVE?
God has blessed us with more members and attenders, so that we have 
been pressed for space in the past couple of  years. Therefore, we have 
been praying for a solution. At length, we found ourselves with two 
options: either invest a lot of  money into our present property, still 
being restricted in space; or find another premises to better meet our 
needs. God has answered our dilemma, co-ordinating everything at 
just the right time in just the right way to bring about this current 
opportunity.

WHAT ABOUT THE OLD BUILDING?
Our former building has been sold (subject to contract) to a local family 
who desire to transform it into a dance studio, as well as a hub for 
community clubs and events. They are happy to work with many different 
organisations wishing to hire space from them. We were delighted to accept 
an offer which we felt would best serve the community of  Glenrothes. 
We pray blessings upon the future owners in their endeavours.

WHAT WILL THE NEW PREMISES BE LIKE?
We hope to redeem a building that has been somewhat 
derelict for over a decade, and redevelop it to be a 
blessing to everyone in the town. The new premises, 
with three stories, is hoped to house a community 
Christian café; a large, multi-purpose worship centre 
that seats approximately 300; a catering kitchen; a safe 
and secure children’s wing; flexible teaching and conference rooms with 
capacity for approximately 100; a large recreation hall; a youth area; 
lounges, and many offices. Our church has historically been a busy 
church with many community events and activities ranging from crèche 
and toddlers’ groups, children’s and youth clubs, 18-30s’ events, activities 
for adults, families, men, and women, and a well-attended friendship 
group for pensioners. The church hopes that this building will not only 
accommodate our current needs but will moreover grow to serve as a 
hub of  more community activity and life for all people.
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WHAT WILL IT COST?
As a Scottish charity, we do not have many resources. However, our God 
has provided: various people and sources have pledged and donated 
much to this project in the form of  money, time, labour, skills, and 
services. This has drastically reduced our outstanding financial need, 
which is now around £170,000. To proceed, we are asking our people 
(and anyone so moved by God) to sacrificially give. £75,000 must be 
raised before work can begin on Phase 1 of  the building project—
this will mainly consist of  services, the children’s wing, and the worship 
centre. An additional £95,000 is required for Phases 2 and 3 which will 
complete the rest of  the proposed facility. Will you consider giving to 
this project?

WILL YOU CONSIDER HELPING?
If  anyone feels so moved in their heart to join us in redeeming this 
property, turning it into a church and community hub for the light 
and the love of  God, then we welcome you to consider joining us and 
contributing to this need.

SKILLED IN A TRADE?
ABLE-BODIED, UNSKILLED LABOURER?
This project does not require just money. We would love for individuals 
and companies who could donate their time as skilled plumbers, 
electricians, joiners, painter/decorators, floor layers, kitchen installers, 
cleaners, glaziers, as well as unskilled labourers to consider partnering 

Donate in person or online: 
mydonate.bt.com/charity

Search: Glenrothes Baptist Church
If you pay tax, consider Gift Aid! 

Donate skills, labour, or time:
email: GBCRelocation@hotmail.com

Include Name, Skills, Nature of work 
offered/ how you can help
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with us and our contractors. Our people are always looking to make new 
friends. We would love to get to know you and work alongside you to see 
this vision become a reality.

Our church hopes to put on display to the world not only the greatness 
of  our God, but also how amazing our diverse community of  Glenrothes 
is by pulling together to see this vision become a reality. Please consider 
partnering with us in this exciting endeavour!

Your friends at Glenrothes Baptist Church

The ‘first draft’ plans for the new premises are shown below and on page 8.  
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  FAITH AT WORK!

The Apostle James wrote, ‘I will show you my faith by my works,’ and  
‘faith apart from works is dead’ (James 2:18, 26). We were given a great 

example of  such true faith by the team from Second Baptist Church, Lancaster, 
SC, when they laboured in Unicorn House w/c 29 August! Their example 
was followed by many members of  the congregation—and others—in the weeks 
that followed, as we illustrate here. 

But much, much more remains to be done (see pp. 3, 6-7)! Let us show 
Glenrothes what ‘faith at work’ is all about, ‘with one mind striving side by 
side for the faith of  the gospel’ (Phil. 1:27).

 
29 AUGUST – 2 SEPTEMBER

from this (Monday) ... ... to this (Friday)
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13 SEPTEMBER – FIRST PRAYER MEETING IN UNICORN HOUSE

15 SEPTEMBER – UH WORK (?!) DAY
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FILLING SKIPS – 3 OCTOBER & 11 NOVEMBER

19 SEPTEMBER – FIRST COMMUNION SERVICE

... to be continued
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 BAPTISM 

Kevin Thomson
Baptised 20 November 2016, by Matthew Marshall & David McNamee   

‘Now I know what amazing grace is!’
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Kev’s testimony
My life before Christ

Before I started to come to GBC I had a 
lot of  misdemeanors. I had been in and 

out of  jail a number of  times and didn’t live 
a Christian life at all. I didn’t have a Christian 
up-bringing or a Christian role model in my life 
and had only ever stepped foot in a church four 
times—three of  which were funerals, and once 
to renew our wedding vows. 

Then Vonnie started to come to church and I started to get to know 
people and would come in to meet with people downstairs over a cup of  
tea sometimes. 

After baby Isaac [McNamee] was born I found a special attachment 
to him. I started to want to hang out in the church service so I could see 
Isaac and spend some time with him. That’s what initially brought me 
into the church services. I wasn’t really interested in the service at that 
point but liked to hand out with my little buddy. 

Coming to Christ
I had a lot of  anger problems that had an impact upon my wife 

Yvonne and the kids. I didn’t realise how much this had impacted them 
until one Friday Yvonne said that she didn’t think she could be with me 
any more for the sake of  her and the kids. I was totally gutted. I all of  
a sudden realised that I might lose everything. I called David McNamee 
who had been a friend to me over the months prior to this. We met up 
and I told him that I knew that I had behaved badly and that I would do 
anything to keep my family. 

The next day (Sunday) I met with Jacob, Matthew, and David after 
church. At that meeting I said that I wanted to change but I didn’t know 
how. Matthew and Jacob shared with me how only Jesus could change 
my heart. At that meeting I completely broke down and said that I  
wanted this change. I wanted the same change to happen in me that had 
happened in Yvonne’s life; I wanted to have the hope that I saw other 
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Christians like David had, and I wanted to be part of  this family. It was 
then that I asked the Lord to come into my life. 

Change in my life 
After that I went home and instantly my attitude towards the kids had 

changed. I told my kids that I was a Christian now and that meant that my 
attitude needed to be different. God did change me and lots of  people  
noticed. Yvonne and the kids firstly saw the difference, and then when I 
went into my work people at work started to notice the change and they 
asked what was different about me and I told them. 

Soon after the Sunday I gave my 
life to the Lord, I went to Faskally with 
the rest of  the church family. This was 
an enlightening time for me. We were 
in the church in Pitlochry Baptist and  
Eileen from River City was singing Amaz-
ing Grace and I turned round to Matthew 
and said, ‘Now I know what amazing 
grace is!’ It was Mum’s favourite song and 
was played at my Mum’s, my Dad’s, and 
my brother Stuart’s funerals. I had sung it  
before, but I had never understood it until 
that day.

The Christian life was so different to me 
and I used to phone David regularly at stu-
pid times to ask him all sorts of  questions 
about how I should be living.  

Now that I am part of  the church I have 
a lot of  people that I would class as my family and I realise what it means 
to be adopted into the family of  God. Many people have been special 
to me in my new life including Isobel, David Balfour, Laura and David 
McNamee, Lisa, Minnie, Jacob, Matthew, Big Ali McRoberts, and many 
more. I see you all more and more as my family. 

I now know what my purpose is in life. It’s to honour God, and I want 
to do this by spreading the word of  God in the prisons in Scotland. I 
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want to tell people about God’s grace and why it’s so amazing. 
Looking back over my life I can see that there is so much that pointed 

to God. Even the Lord’s Prayer that I knew before I became a Christian 
now has such meaning to me. 

[The congregation said the Lord’s Prayer together.] 

Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen.

Matthew 6:9b-13

Amazing grace indeed! 
(Isobel Carlin’s cake) 



[17]

  BMS WORLD MISSION

Kali Lockhart – Action Team, Nepal

Action Teams is a Christian gap year 
programme for 17–23 year olds to serve 

God around the world. One month’s training is 
followed by six months overseas, and then two 
months on mission tour in the UK.

On Sunday 31 August, Kali Lockhart was 
commissioned by Elder Colin Roworth, before 
she began a month’s training at the International 
Mission Centre in Birmingham, where she met 
up with the other members of  the Nepal Action Team: Rachel, from 
Scotland (living in Germany); Sarah, from Shropshire; and Jenny, from 
Birmingham (left to right, with Kali, in the picture below).  

Before Kali set out for Nepal, a fundraiser was held for her at the 
home of  Stephen & Nancy Dewar on 4 October. This involved the 
consumption of  much delicious food (the Editor can vouch for that!)—
as well, of  course, as the giving of  donations. A total of  £206 was raised.
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The next Sunday, 9 
October, Kali was set apart 
for her work in Nepal. She 
shared something of  what 
she would be doing, and 
the church prayed for her, 
led by Assistant Pastor 
of  Mission, Matthew 
Marshall.      

13 November – Kali writes from Nepal:
This is just a newsletter update of  my trip so far. Last week we spent 

a week with the Equip team, who train teachers in different villages to 
improve the work environment for the students. We took a six-hour bus 
journey to Lamjung and visited five schools in the week. From watching 
the school assemblies we now know the Nepal National Anthem. We got 
to observe and do activities in some classes. This was a great opportunity 
to see school life in rural Nepal. It is amazing to see how God is working 
in these schools. 

We are also leading the Kids’ Church on Saturdays at Crossways 
Nepali Church; this has been very difficult due to a language barrier but 
very rewarding and humbling to work with Nepali children. The children 
are eager to learn and very very energetic. There is one American family 
and one BMS family that attend the service that I help in, so I get to do 
Bible stories with them whilst the Nepali teachers do the Bible stories in 
Nepali. 

We are beginning to understand more of  the language; we don’t feel 
so out of  place now. Our favourite thing to order is tato paani which is hot 
water (it’s free and all we can afford). 

We haven’t started our main projects due to us being on tourist visas, 
but we have been able to visit where we will be working, and I am excited 
for the projects to start this coming week. We have done many activities 
in schools with young children and that’s where my strengths lie (my 
team call me the child magnet, a name I often hear at home also). I am 
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comfortable in that environment but one of  our main projects is not 
with children; it’s with Nepali women who have been in the trafficking 
industry. Prayer that I’ll just embrace the challenges and conversations 
with these women would be greatly appreciated. 

Nepal is a beautiful country and we are very blessed to get to admire 
God’s creation of  the Himalayas every day. 

Prayer Points 
• That I embrace each day, challenges, culture, and people;
• Our work at Beauty for Ashes with the women who have been rescued 
from trafficking. and that I really open up and allow God to use me there;
• Our relationships with everyone at Nepali church. 

You can keep up-to-date with the team on their blog: 

http://www.actionteamblogs.org/nepal/

On the way to school with team member Krishna 
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BMS Birthday Scheme

The new Secretary for the Birthday Scheme 
is Carol McRoberts. Please speak to her if  

you would like to receive a card on your birthday, 
with an envelope giving you an opportunity to 
contribute to BMS. 
Please note: filled BMS envelopes should be 
returned to Carol, and NOT put in the offering 
bags or given to the Treasurer, Helen Clarkson!    

BMS Stamp Bureau
A message from Charlotte Wright:

Will you help us collect, among other things, 
used stamps for BMS? Further details are 

available in these leaflets. 
Last year £15,000 was raised through the sale 

of  stamps, cards, coins, and other items. The 
money was used to provide:
• picture Bibles for vulnerable Syrian children; 
and
• equipment for the new Guinebor II Hospital 
in Chad.

There is no need to trim the stamps if  that 
would be difficult, but please leave part of  
the envelope round the stamp to protect the 

perforation. A Stamp Trimming Party will be held to prepare the stamps 
for sending to BMS. 
Note: If  you already collect stamps for another cause, please continue to do so!
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  PIONEERING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

by Rosemary Britain

Earlier this year, I was accepted as a member of  
Pioneers UK, a mission agency focusing on 

the least-reached areas of  the world. For security 
reasons I will keep names and places vague—but I 
would love you to come and speak to me personally. 

In October I spent two weeks in Southeast Asia 
to explore the possibility of  long-term mission 
work. The project involves growing seafood 
products and using them to minister to villages 
(more on this later). 

This trip was my first ever long haul, and apart from managing to spill 
Coke on the person sitting next to me, it all went smoothly. Arriving at 
my destination, the first thing that struck me was that there were people, 
cars, and motorbikes absolutely everywhere! Also, the driving was slightly 
insane—driving laws don’t really apply, so you just have to barge your 
way through to be able to get anywhere.

A few days into the trip we drove out of  the city to visit a rural coastal 
village. When I got out of  the car it just looked like any of  the other 
impoverished areas I had seen since arriving; however, looking closer, I 
realised the wooden shacks were on stilts over mangrove swamps with 
people wading through the raw sewage and litter that had built up below. 
There was something so primitive about it that it took my breath away. 
In that one second, my heart broke for those people. I had gone into 
the trip with my own agenda and my own expectations, but standing 
there looking at that village my agenda just paled into nothingness. In 
that moment I realised it wasn’t about me, it wasn’t about my hopes and 
plans—it was about these people in front of  me who don’t know God. I 
was standing there looking at an utterly broken world, realising how small 
and insignificant we are and that God is the only one who has the power 
to fix it. This is the reality of  their situation, it’s their lives—I’ve come 
home again but those people are still there, still living on wooden stilts 
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over sewage with absolutely nothing. Standing there, God really showed 
me that he loves those people and that he wants them to know him 
and be his children, but they don’t know that because no one has 
ever told them—and that is absolutely heart-breaking. 

I spent the rest of  the first week in a different city visiting a team 
that works with new field workers to help them learn the language and 
adapt to the local culture. While I was there, among other things I had 
a language lesson and got taken to the market to use my new language 
skills (this was absolutely terrifying!) This city had a lot less spoken 
English, and it was so humbling to have my companions translate for me 
everywhere I went. The local people were extremely kind and gracious, 
and very forgiving when I made one of  my many cultural faux pas. For 
instance, in the local culture the left hand is considered dirty so you have 
to give and take everything and shake hands with your right—I’m left-
handed so this took a bit of  getting used to.

I spent the second week exploring more of  the local culture and how 
the team plans to use their business to minister to people. In the local 
culture, community and relationships are extremely important with a 
sense of  corporate rather than individual responsibility, i.e. ‘that’s what 
everyone else does so I’ll do it too.’ Basically the team plans to grow the 
marine animals and take them into villages, thus getting the opportunity 
to minister on a regular basis to the villagers in a group context that they 
can relate to. The villages will also be able to sell the products to make 
some income, hopefully to break free from the cycle of  poverty that the 
decline of  the local fishing industry has caused.  

So there are a number of  thoughts I have about the trip. Firstly, on a 
personal level I really did see how God had gone before me and prepared 
the way for me to visit. Also it just really struck me that God’s ways aren’t 
our ways and we can only see and understand a tiny fraction of  his plans 
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and purpose. At the church I went to there, we sang Good Good Father by 
Chris Tomlin and it really reminded me that it is the same Good Father 
that is in Glenrothes and in Southeast Asia—he really does have the 
whole world in his hands. It was so profound to see what God is doing 
on the other side of  the world and how he is using the team he has raised 
up to do extraordinary things. 

Again, I can’t say too much here so if  you are interested please do ask 
me and I can explain it in much more detail—I would love to take you 
on the journey with me.

Making Christ known
Authentic Christian mission ... is fully compatible with a true tolerance, a genuine 
humility and a Christlike gentleness. It is also integral to historic Christianity. 
Christianity without mission is Christianity no longer ... Christianity affirms 
both the finality of  Christ (he has no successors) and the uniqueness of  Christ 
(he has no peers or rivals). His uniqueness gives him universal significance; he 
must be made known throughout the world.

John SToTT in The Contemporary Christian

The road for Rosemary goes to Southeast Asia – will you support her?
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 OUT AND ABOUT

On 21 August, Rosemary Britain, Kali Lockhart, Gary & Kirsty Burns, and Margaret & Alex 
Mitchell were welcomed into membership of  the church. Then on 6 November, we welcomed (back) 

Gavin & Joanna Thomson, along with Bryan Oxenham [sorry—no picture of  this]. 

NEW MEMBERS


CONFERENCE FOR FIFE BAPTIST CHURCHES

Pastor Jacob Brothers speaks of  Unicorn House developments to the deleagtes at the FBMF 
Conference at the Carnegie Conference Centre, Dunfermline [inset] on 9 September. As a result, 

the work party on 15 September enjoyed a large donation of  food from the folks at Cowdenbeath (p. 11)!   
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Attendees—including several from GBC—prepare for the start on 10 September of  the Founda-
tions of  the Christian Faith Course at Newcraigs Evangelical Church, Kirkcaldy.  

Run on the second Saturday morning of  each month, September 2016–April 2017, 
the course covers four main streams on each occasion: 
BIBLE OVERVIEW. Traces the storyline of  the Bible, 
showing how the Lord Jesus Christ is the supreme sub-
ject of  the Bible’s message. A free textbook is provded 
for this section – Vaughan Roberts’ God’s Big Picture.
SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY. What the Bible has to say 
on particular doctrines, such as The Doctrine of  God, ... 
of  Man, ... of  Salvation, etc. 
PRACTICAL THEOLOGY. Applying theological truth 
to all of  life, including reading the Bible; work, money, 
lifestyle; prayer & spiritual warfare; etc. 
CHURCH HISTORY. Providing an awareness of  church 
history from the days of  Jesus and the Apostles to modern times. 

Tutors are Adam Broughton (left), Pastor of  
Newcraigs, and Norman Brown (right), for-
merly a minister of  the Presbyterian Church 
in Ireland. 

More at 
www.newcraigs.co.uk/foundations-course

FOUNDATIONS COURSE (NEWCRAIGS)
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LEADERS’ RETREAT

Those of  you who have ever had lifts from Betty 
Morran, will be pleased to know that she has 
now passed her Driving Test—but don’t worry, 
you were not at risk! This ‘test’ was for her Euro-
pean Computer Driving Licence (ECDL)! After 
eight months study at Fife College, she was awarded 
BCS Level 1 in IT User Skills (ECDL Essen-
tials)(ITQ)(QCF) on 11 October—the first in the 
class to achieve this. Well done, Betty!

She is now going on to do the ECDL Extra 
Course. 

BETTY GETS HER DRIVING LICENCE!

The Elders and Deacons meet in Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem, 19 November.
The leadership team reviewed the work of  the church in the light of  our aim ‘to 
glorify God through worship and witness’—making disciples who make disciples 
who will be worshippers who give glory to God. The day included a discussion on 
the budget for 2016/17—since approved at the EGM on 6 December—and an 
update on Unicorn House developments.     
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GOLDEN COUPLE

Eric & Ella Walls celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary with a ceilidh in 

St Columba’s Church Hall  on 26 November. In 
lieu of  gifts, £650 was donated to the work of  

G.R.O.W.

◄ Hebron Hall, Kirkcaldy, 26 November 1966.
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▲ Chloe O’Brien (née Dewar) 
who graduated from Stirling Univer-
sity with a B.Sc. in Nursing (with 
Distinction) on 25 November. 

WE REJOICE WITH ...

▲ Caitlin Burdis who was baptised in Leslie 
Baptist Church on 4 December by Liam Morton and 

Ruari O’Brien. 

Nyomi Murphy ► 
who was baptised in 

Collydean Baptist Church 
on 11 December by David 

Purves and Sam Henry. 
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I’m sorry if there’s a Significant Event missing from this selection. 
Over to you, Readers, to give me the pictures and details! — Ed.  



MORE PIONEERS!

Luke & Helen Higdon, with Ellie.
The Higdons report that they are leaving their work with The Grain Game in  
December, and will begin serving with the UK branch of  Pioneers in 2017, based 
in Glenrothes. Pray for them in this Big Change in their lives and ministry.     

JOB VACANCY


The Banner of  Truth Trust 
has a vacancy in their Edin-
burgh Office for someone 
to provide secretarial and ad-
ministrative support for the 

General Manager. This is a busy and varied job, and duties include dealing with 
incoming mail and queries; arranging travel, meetings, and accommodation; pro-
viding administrative support for the Bookfund; dealing with confidential trustee 
and personnel matters; managing author contracts and royalties; and supervising 
office clerical staff.
To apply, please email a current CV and a covering letter (Word files) to johnr@
banneroftruth.co.uk, or for more information telephone 0131 337 7310. 
But BE QUICK — Interviews will be held in January 2017.
More here: https://banneroftruth.org/uk/resources/announcements/ 
2016/job-vacancy/ (or speak to the Editor).
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  THE LAST ORIGINAL

Samuel Stevenson 1927 – 2016

With the death of  Sam Stevenson on 9 November, we lost the last 
remaining ‘founder member’ of  the church. He, and his beloved 

wife Agnes, were there from the very first meeting—15 April 1956—of  
the group that was to form the nucleus of  Glenrothes Baptist Church. 
Somewhat over a year later, they, with eighteen others, would sign the 
‘pledge of  Constitution’ for the new Fellowship at a morning service 
conducted in Auchmuty Secondary School. 

Sam served the Lord faithfully in the church for the rest of  his 
days, taking various roles as needs and opportunities arose—Sunday 
School Superintendent, Deacon, Church Secretary (on more than one 
occasion), and Elder. When the leadership structure was changed during 
the ministry of  Rev. Neil Allison, to introduce an Eldership (instead of  
only Deacons), it was Sam, along with Colin Roworth and Ian Lawrie, 
who drafted the new Constitution. His professional skills as a teacher of  
English were invaluable in this respect, and his attention to detail—and 
prolific memory!—were again proved when he assisted with editing the 
recently-printed volume on the history of  Rev. Alex Wright’s ministry, 
The Adventure of  Faith (see pp 31-32). 

We mourn Sam’s passing, but not as those who have no hope.  
‘His servants shall serve him: and they shall see his face.’ 

Rev. 22:3, 4 (av)     
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‘THE ADVENTURE OF FAITH’

104pp   |   paperback   |   illustrated   |   £5.00*
Now available from the Editor, Colin Roworth

124 Ralston Court, Glenrothes, KY6 2PU   |   colin.roworth@gmail.com

Using as his main source the Newsletters published by the church  
between 1958 and 1993, Neil Allison tells the story of  the 34-year 

ministry of  Rev. Alexander Wright, the first pastor of  Glenrothes Baptist 
Church.  

The brief  history presented in these pages will show that the atten-
dances were tremendous at Glenrothes Baptist Church because of  the 
vision of  a few, sheer hard work, dynamic leadership, and prayer—all 
within the sovereign providence of  God. From the very beginning 
Glenrothes Baptist Church had one key goal: to make Christ known 
and win Glenrothes for Christ. — From The inTroducTion
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With thirty-six illustrations and a Foreword by our Senior Pastor,  
Jacob Brothers, this is a story well worth reading, with lessons from the 
saints of  the past for the saints of  today. 

The book could not have been produced without the invaluable  
assistance of  the last ‘founder member’ of  the church, Sam Stevenson, 
who passed to glory just five days after the books were received from 
the printer. Dedicated to Alex & Lottie Wright, and Sam & Agnes Ste-
venson, the book is a tribute to the labours of  those whose ‘adventure 
of  faith’ established—under Christ—the foundation on which we are 
building today. 
* After printing costs have been covered, all proceeds will go towards the Unicorn 
House relocation project. 

About the author:
neil e. alliSon was the sec-
ond pastor (1993-98) of  Glen-
rothes Baptist Church, a post 
he took up following training 
for the ministry at the British 
Isles Nazarene College, Man-
chester, and the Scottish Baptist 
College, Glasgow. He resigned as pastor in 1998 to become an Army 
Chaplain, and served operationally around the world, including in con-
flict zones such as Bosnia, Iraq, and Afghanistan. Leaving the Army in 
2014, he returned to the Baptist pastorate, and since that time has been 
minister of  Helensburgh Baptist Church, Argyll & Bute. 

I sat down with a cup of  coffee and read it 
through. It brought back some wonderful 
memories, made me smile in places, feel a 
tear in others. Overall the Lord’s faithfulness 
shines through. What a testimony to his love, 
grace, and leading—and the journey goes on! 

June WeST
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  A LEARNING EXPERIENCE

by Matthew Marshall (Assistant Pastor of  Mission)

At the half-way juncture in my 3-year seminary 
level degree [Church Planting & Church 

Leadership], I wanted to update you all on how 
things have gone. I’m studying with Oak Hill 
College, London and Acts29. The partnership 
between these two organisations has been named 
the ‘Acts29/Oak Hill Academy’. 

One of  the highlights of  my studies with 
Acts29/Oak Hill is the fact that all 37 students 

in my class are in a similar position to me—full time pastoral ministry. 
This dynamic goes a long way to strengthening the bonds between the 
group as we face similar challenges together with the joys of  applying our 
studies in the context of  church life.

So what does my course look like? Well, it involves 10 hours of  study 
per week, plus reading time—that’s spent working through my course 
material and preparing and submitting my monthly papers. Once a month 
I join my seminar group (8 guys) for a day of  presenting our papers and 
subjecting them to peer review and critique. This is one of  the highlights 
of  the course for me. You may have heard me moan about preparing a 
graded 5000-word paper on one topic or another, but once the paper is 
done and it comes to reading the others and spending a full 8 hours on 
Skype discussing them all, it’s intensely fun! 

Three times per year I travel down to either Sheffield or London to 
spend an intense week of  residential training with a variety of  lecturers. 
That is always a joy too, to sit under the teaching of  some highly regarded 
theologians. And to consider the application of  that teaching in my 
ministry in GBC at the same time is an honour.

But what have I learned? Well, the modules I’ve covered so far in my 
studies are as follows:-

1) The Doctrine of  God and Christology
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2) Evangelism and Apologetics
3) Gospel Change and Soteriology [the doctrine of  salvation]
4) Biblical Theology
5) Old Testament Narrative
6) Pastoral Module, Ministry Reflections 
7) Hermeneutics [interpretation of  the Bible]
8) Homiletics [the ‘how’ of  preaching]
9) Bible Exposition
10) Dynamics of  Word Ministry

These topics and the framework of  bouncing their application off  
other ministers in different contexts has served me well. I’m thoroughly 
enjoying the challenge, the steep learning curve and the relationships. 
God has been so faithful to me, keeping me up with the work when often 
I’ve wondered how I was going to manage. God has given me the grace 
to be able to adjust to being in an academic environment once again after 
10 years away from any studies. And in saying that, the last studying I did 
was for an HND in industrial chemistry—a slightly different topic.

Please pray for me as I continue on in this challenge. I often feel way 
out of  my depth in the juggling of  what seems much higher priorities 
of  family and church ministry with studies. It’s a constant challenge, but 
I thank you for bearing with me, and for all your encouragement as I’ve 
bored you to death with the new things I find so exciting to be learning. 
God is so good, and in my weakness he is shown so strong.

The class on a ‘History’ visit to the Peak District with tutor 
Tim Chester (second from left at the front)
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  YF HOUSE PARTY

by Rachael Golz

With great excitement and high spirits thirty lively teenagers alighted 
the coach bound for Well Road Centre, Moffat, along with two 

equally excited leaders (Johnny B and Rachael Golz; Stephen and Sativa 
Galbraith who are the main YF leaders were already heading down by 
car, ready to welcome us). It was what has become the annual YF House 
Party weekend during which the youngsters are treated to good teaching 
from God’s Word, good food (courtesy of  Matthew and Lorraine) and 
good fun, not forgetting the pilgrimage to the Moffat Toffee Shop when 
copious amounts of  sweets are purchased and consumed.

Our theme for the weekend was ‘Who Am I?’ and we had three 
sessions: 

I am accepted—led by Stevie G
I am loved—led by Matthew
I am forgiven—led by Johnny B

We learned that we are all unique and special, and created in the image 
of  God for a relationship with him. Stephen showed us that there is 
nothing we can do to make ourselves acceptable to Christ; that after 
sin entered the world we are all separated from God and only through 
Christ’s sacrifice can we enter God’s presence and be clothed with Christ’s 
righteousness.

Matthew reminded us from the story of  Hosea and Gomer how 
God’s love for us is unconditional even though we stray from him. He is 
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always ready to love and forgive when we repent. The story of  Hosea and 
Gomer is a picture of  God and us.

Sunday morning brought a reminder of  all we had already learned 
and the news that all of  us are bruised and marred by sin (consequences 
of  wrong decisions, rebellion, going our own way, etc.) and although we 
might try to patch ourselves up, we often make a worse mess of  our lives 
than before and it’s only through the Lord who knew no sin becoming sin 
for us, and our repentance that we can be forgiven. ‘The gospel demands 
a response’—and John brought the gospel in plain and simple words and 
sensitively allowed a time of  quiet response (you could have heard a pin 
drop) in which many young people took the opportunity to indicate they 
had been moved. Praise God for his faithfulness. Please pray for Stephen 
and Sativa as they consider with God’s help how we are going to follow 
this up.

The Lord blessed our time away and for that we are sincerely thankful.  
The young people listened and engaged during the sessions and had loads 
of  fun participating in various games:

Hide and seek in the dark
Football
Rounders
Tug of  war (girls beat the boys!)
A game involving eating doughnuts suspended on string ...

and lots of  free time to hang out and chat.
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On Sunday afternoon—after a delicious meal—thirty tired but 
satisfied teenagers along with two exhausted but encouraged leaders 
alighted the bus home, with thankful hearts for all the Lord’s blessings 
over the weekend.  Echoes of  Jesus Messiah could be heard drifting round 
the bus—a reminder of  our Lord and Saviour who 

became sin, who knew no sin, 
that we might become his righteousness, 
he emptied himself  and carried the cross— 
Love So Amazing, Love So Amazing!!

True holiness
God is not interested in our manufactured virtue; he does not want any external 
obedience or morality if  it does not flow from true love for him. He wants 
us to share his pleasure in his Son. What is the greatest commandment, after 
all? ‘Love the Lord your God’ (Matt. 22:36–37). That is the root of  true God-
likeness. Nothing is more holy than a heartfelt delight in Christ. Nothing is so 
powerful to transform lives. 

michael reeveS in Christ Our Life
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  ROMANIA UPDATE

by Callum King

I want to start this update by thanking all of  you at GBC for the many 
ways you continue to support me and the work here in Romania—

in prayer, financially, and by sending teams, to name a few. Having this 
support from people at home is a great encouragement to me and those 
I serve alongside.

Over this past year many of  the works you are already familiar with 
have continued and there have also been some new challenges. As best 
I can, I’ll try to give a short update about each of  them. Just as an aside, 
since many of  you ask, I’m thankful to say that just over a month ago I 
was finally able to move into my house. It’s not finished yet, but I have a 
bedroom, bathroom and temporary kitchen ... and it’s warm!

Friendship Camp
After some bad weather in the spring and a hard start getting the 

camp prepared, I am pleased to say that we had another great summer 
of  camps. Let me thank you again for the very last minute team you 
put together and sent to change the roof  of  the barn just before camp 
started [see faith@work, August 2016, p. 35]. Not only did they get the 
physical work done, they really encouraged Adi, Tabita, and myself  at a 
time we really needed it. 

One highlight from this summer was a week of  camp for younger 
children which Chip led alongside a team made up of  Romanian teenagers. 

A young leader takes 
a small group at 
Friendship Camp
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They, being campers from previous years who we had identified as 
potential leaders, did a great job teaching, leading worship, and organizing 
games and activities. It was encouraging to see how God is working in 
their lives and raising them up to be leaders for the younger generation.

Many of  you will also know that I hurt my ankle when the team were 
here. This left me unable to do as much of  the physical work at camp 
as I would normally have done. However thanks to some very timely 
financial support from GBC (God knew there would be a need before we 
did!) we were able to pay a seventeen year old boy from an orphanage to 
come and be my helper for the summer. He did far more than we could 
have expected and it was a mutually beneficial time for both us and him. 
He’s yet to give his life to Jesus—join me in praying for him! 

Cuvesdia
Spencer (an American friend) and myself  continue to visit the people 

in the centre at Cuvesdia on a weekly basis. Always when we arrive 
they are pleased to see us and the big question they have is ‘What will 
we discover today?’. Each week we share a story from the Bible and 
afterwards while we do a colouring or craft related to the story, they like 
to ask lots of  hard questions. We do our best to respond! Please pray 
especially for one man, Sergio, who now has a good understanding of  
the gospel and each week when we go has read something from the Bible 
and has questions for us. He really wants to follow Jesus but struggles 
since due to his circumstances he is unable to attend church, and apart 
from our visits has no fellowship with other believers.

Teaching time at Friendship Camp
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Baby Hospital
The ministry at the baby hospital continues even though our team is 

much smaller now. At the moment there’s just Lynsey (Spencer’s wife) 
and myself—but Lynsey covers four days a week and I do one. We both 
love this ministry and it’s definitely one of  the highlights of  my week. On 
average we have around three or four babies at a time. The staff  at the 
hospital are thankful for our visits and we hope we can make the time 
spent in hospital easier for the babies before they return home or go into 
foster care.

Work with refugees
I’m sure most of  you will have heard about that work amongst refugees 

from the team that you sent to serve at the Serbian/Macedonian border at 
the beginning of  this year [see faith@work, August 2016, pp. 42-46]. Along 
with Mark and other teams from Romania I made several more trips to 
Serbia and also Greece, until the spring when things started up again here 
at camp in Romania. This week I’ll be returning to Lesbos, one of  the 
Greek islands, which is currently hosting around ten thousand refugees.

Apart from serving food and giving out clothes, the most important 
part of  this work is building personal relationships with individual 
refugees and then using that platform as an opportunity to share the 
gospel with them—through both words and actions. Many of  us have 
kept in contact with people we met in Serbia and Greece, and over the 
last months we have been able to go and visit some of  them in Austria, 
Germany, and Holland. It was a real encouragement to meet up with two 

Feeding refugees on Lesbos
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men from Iraq, who after meeting and talking to believers in Greece and 
Serbia have become Christians since arriving in Germany.

A new challenge!
Now and again over the last couple of  years I have helped Zoro, a 

thirteen year old boy from the village, with his homework. Zoro’s family, 
however,travel to find work, and because of  this he has never managed to 
complete a whole year of  school. This year, after being away for several 
months, Zoro came to me and said he wanted to go back to school, 
this time determined to learn to read, write, and do maths. So after a 
discussion with the teacher, it was agreed he would go into primary four 
and I would help him with homework. 
Everything started well but after a few 
days his family announced they would be 
leaving again for a period of  four days 
and so Zoro asked if  he could stay with 
me while they were gone so he wouldn’t 
miss school. To cut a long story short, 
I agreed, and several months later he’s 
still here! However things are going well, 
and slowly but surely we get through the 
homework each evening. My prayer for Zoro however is not just that 
he would do well at school, but more importantly that he would grow 
up to be a believer and follower of  Jesus. Pray for me as I try to be an 
example for him. This week he will go home to be with his family for 
Christmas—I think we’re both looking forward to that!

Visiting refugees in Austria (left) and Germany

Zoro!
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GLENROTHES BAPTIST CHURCH, CHURCH STREET, GLENROTHES KY7 5ND
Aim: “to glorify God through worship and witness”

Sunday worship at 11:00 am and 6:15 pm.

Senior Pastor: Rev Jacob Brothers
   Tel. 01592 566784
   pastorjacobbrothers@gmail.com
Administrator: Loma Robertson

   Tel. 01592 569921
    russ.loma@hotmail.com

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue of faith@work.
The Editor can be contacted at 

colin.roworth@gmail.com or on 01592 755773 or 07977 234046.

Front Cover: The team from Second Baptist Church, Lancaster, South Carolina 
(with some hangers-on), who did such a sterling job in Unicorn House during 

the week 29 August – 2 September (see also pp. 9-10). 

www.glenrothesbaptistchurch.org.uk 

SOLD! 
At the EGM on 6 December, the church membership approved the sale of the Church 

Street premises in conjunction with the move to Unicorn House (see pp. 1-4).      


