
 

 

 

October 2019 
Shake the Salt, Shine the Light 

God can open a door for His gospel in the most unlikely places.  Most recently it was on the 

Santiam River in western Oregon.  It was the ideal fall day with warm sun and leaves beginning to 

show their colors.  The air was crisp and filled with the excitement from 23 ROTC cadets standing 

on the banks listening to the lead-guide explaining what to do if your raft should flip.  I, Christian, 

have been a part of many trips like this, but today’s is the largest we have ever had, largely in part 

due to the student leaders of Oregon State inviting their friends to join in for a day of rafting.   There are four rafts 

and my raft is second to the last as we set out onto the river.  Splashes of cold water from the first rapid hit our faces and 

we know that the adventure has just begun.  The conversation in our boat went deep quickly when one of the cadets asked, 

“So how would I go about being a Christian with my fellow cadets?”  Wow! A door swung wide open as a few of the other 

cadets leaned in.  There is a sensitivity of being a Christian in our military, and the difference between “preaching” at their 

friends and lovingly communicating the hope we have in Jesus.  There were five cadets in our raft and three of them were 

freshmen.  The two upperclassmen shared about living a life worth following and God brought to my mind, Matthew 5:13-

16. “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 

anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 

be hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 

house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father who is in heaven.”   This passage really impacted me and reminded me of the scope and influence 

each of these young cadets could have for the kingdom if the Lord would light them with the hope of the gospel now 

and put them in a place where they could shine His glory.  The reality is that each of these cadets will one day after 

they commission into the military be given command over 20-40 men/women, in whose lives they will be a light that 

illuminates the reality of God and his love for them.  I love that the verse above says, “nor do people light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.”  We want to help these young future 

leaders to see that God is going to give them position and purpose and it will be for all those around to 

see.  God does not light candles and then hide them away.   

During my trip I also had the chance to meet with a female cadet, Allie, at University of Portland (UP).  

Allie came to UP because of the ROTC scholarship for nursing.  She felt like she was outside of her 

comfort zone as a protestant at a catholic school, but she has fit right in and exceled in her studies and 

ROTC.  This past summer at Ft. Knox Allie began to sense that God was asking her to do something to impact her fellow 

Army cadets.  A priest at UP was looking for students to lead Bible studies, so when she volunteered, he was fully supportive 

and didn’t mind her protestant faith.  Allie invited some of the other female cadets and was shocked when five underclass 

women from ROTC showed up.   She said that she was blown away at God’s 

goodness to use her to start something that she longed for her first few years at 

UP.  She is a real life example of God shining His light and placing her in a place 

for others to see!  Thank you for praying!   

                            So thankful for you! 

The Tie that Binds 
Praises and 

Prayer 
Requests 

Christian and Mia Rainbolt 
2733 Arancia Dr 

Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
Christian.rainbolt@cru.org 

Mia.rainbolt@cru.org 
www.give.cru.org 
Account #0532074 

 

We just finished a great 7th 
grade volleyball season!  We 
loved watching Lily (our new 
teenager) play varsity!  
Coaching was a bit more of a 
time and emotional energy 
commitment than I (Mia) 
had originally anticipated, 
but was thankful to be a 
light in the girls’ lives. Anya 
has decided to take a break 
from the Nutcracker, and has 
found her new favorite sport 
in volleyball as well.  She had 
a great season playing on a 
rec. team.  She also enjoyed 
her 5th grade Eco week field 
trip especially since it almost 
didn’t happen due to a wild 
fire.   Dawson is learning 
and growing so much through 
his Pre-K class at school.  
Thankfully he hasn’t 
outgrown cuddles with his 
Mama! 
  

~Praise God for thriving 
Army and Navy Valor 
movements at Oregon 
State. The Army Valor Bible 
study has 3 new freshmen 
involved, and the Navy 
study has 20 midshipmen.   
 
~Praise God for favor with 
the Army Col. at University 
of Portland.  He said that he 
is excited for Valor and to 
drop in and visit anytime I 
am in the area.   
 
Pray for my (Christian’s) trip 
to Seattle (Oct 22nd-25th): 
That God would enable us 
to start groups at Pacific 
Lutheran and Seattle Univ. 
and for favor with leaders at 
Univ. of Washington and 
time to encourage them. 
 


