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Hand of God… 
     “ Christian, you won’t believe what happened!”  AJ, my Valor leader at UW, said 
excitedly over the phone. Three weeks ago AJ persevered through discouragement and 
difficult logistics and managed to bring three fellow cadets to our Valor spring retreat in the 
Cascade Mountains of Washington.   “ I have to tell you about Clarence” he continued. On 
the last night of the retreat one of our Valor staff shared his testimony of how his superior 
officer cared for him and showed him Christ’s love.  When he prayed at the end that God 
would soften our hearts to hear from the Lord, Clarence closed his eyes and in that moment 
felt one of the other cadets put his hand on his shoulder. He looked up to see who it was 
and no one was there.  Clarence began to tear up and shared with AJ 

that he physically felt his heart soften!  Immediately after the 
session Clarence came up to AJ and said that he needed to 
talk.  AJ could tell that Clarence was moved and after 
hearing about this experience, shared the gospel with him. 
When they came to the part about praying to surrender his 
life to Christ, Clarence said this sounded familiar but he felt 

that he really wanted to reaffirm this decision.  The two prayed 
and went to find the rest of their group, who were also having a 

spiritual conversation. The UW group actually had to leave shortly after that 
due to the weather conditions, but were able to share their life stories with each other on 
their way home.  What I didn’t know and found out during my conversation with AJ was that 
the week leading up to our retreat Clarence found out that he was going to be medically 
disqualified from ROTC.  This was devastating news, as he has wanted to be an officer for 
a long time.  He was embarrassed, but asked AJ if he could still come.  So glad he did!  
God transformed Clarence’s life!  So much so that when they all returned to Seattle, one of 
the cadre (instructors) of ROTC asked AJ what had happened to Clarence!   AJ didn’t know 
what to say… and then she continued to share that when Clarence came in to meet with 
the Col. to talk about being medically discharged, the Col. was struck by how upbeat and 
positive Clarence was.  The cadre and Col. were really taken aback at the difference they 
saw in Clarence, and Clarence has a new peace and hope about his future.  
     God knew that this was Clarence’s moment, as he would not have been in the ROTC 
program next year.  AJ, Clarence and the rest of the men that came on the retreat have 
decided to continue to get together weekly to read the Bible. Please pray for these young 
men to build a firm foundation in the Lord, and for AJ as he shepherds them.  Thank you for 
praying for the retreat!  It was a huge win! 
     In Christ, 

The Tie that Binds 

Praises and Prayer Requests 

- Praise God for the ways He moved in 
the hearts of cadets at the Spring Valor 
Retreat!  Pray for Joe, Mike, and 
Kaylie.  Mia and another staff felt 
compelled to follow up and share the 
gospel with them on the last night.  It 
was unclear where they stood with the 
Lord, but they were very receptive.  
Please pray they will to fully surrender 
their lives to Jesus. 
~ After much prayer and consideration, 
I, Mia, have accepted the position of 
assistant volleyball coach for Lily’s 7th 
grade team next year. I’m feeling both 
nervous and excited about how God is 
already working, and the open doors it 
is presenting in relationships and the 
school.  Please pray for wisdom, 
confidence, and for His light to shine 
through me! 

Highl ights  on  the Ho mef ro nt 
One evening Lily casually told us she needed 
to practice the poem she wrote for their poetry 
reading the next day, so we gathered in the 
living room to listen.  Turns out it was a 
touching poem about how she loves and looks 
up to Anya. Cue the tears as our hearts melted! 
 
It’s been a good “long” month for Anya as she 
completed her longest run (4.5 miles) in 
running club, her longest piano piece, and is in 
the middle of the longest book she’s ever read.  
It might also be the longest she’s ever gone 
without cleaning her fish tank… 
 
Dawson has been living the dream this week  
as he and Daddy built this huge snow fort. 
Christian is also living the dream having his 
little helper by his side with his “tools” and 
imagination.   
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