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Hi Everybody,  

Happy Halloween!! Keeping traditions alive is one of 

the biggest challenges for families living in 

missionary communities. To this end, we have 

watermelon carving contests (right), Thanksgiving 

chicken, and futbol rather than football. We hope 

that you are enjoying the change of seasons in North 

America. Here are the highlights of our past month 

in Senegal.  

 

 

 

 Dafa Tang 

Dafa tang (Wolof) “It’s hot!” is a 

phrase that most westerners learn 

early in their acculturation to West 

Africa. The hot season usually 

reaches a climax in October when 

the rains and breezes abruptly stop 

and the humidity builds to 

uncomfortable levels. The heat plays 

havoc with our refrigerator 

(overheating) and our power supply (power outages/surges are common). On a positive 

note, we sweat so much that we don’t ever worry about our sodium intake. Pass the 

potato chips… 

 



Senegalese Appreciation 

Week 

During the first week of 

October, our school 

celebrated Senegalese 

appreciation week with daily 

festivities designed to 

showcase Senegal’s rich 

cultural heritage. Despite the 

heat, traffic, and other 

inconveniences, we 

considered ourselves 

immensely blessed for the opportunity to immerse ourselves in this magnificent culture. 

One of our friends once remarked that the Senegalese show their art through their 

clothing. The stock photo (right) shows traditional dresses that are still worn throughout 

much of the country. The vibrant colors and intricate designs often stand in stark 

contrast to the parched landscape.   

 

Cockroach Invasion 

Counseling in West Africa is much different from 

counseling in North America. The needs are great, 

the resources are limited, and there’s no shortage of 

cockroaches. Recently, Paul was counseling an 

individual who became quite tearful as they were 

recounting a traumatic incident from their past. As 

the individual told their story, clouds began to build 

and torrential rain soon began to fall. The rain fell so 

fast that cockroaches started scurrying for shelter 

and approximately 5 or 6 fat cockroaches ran under 

the door and into Paul’s office. His patient was so 

tearful that they didn’t notice the invasion (lest they 

be re-traumatized) so Paul stood up and began to discretely crush the cockroaches all 

while trying to maintain a therapeutic environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER: There has been ongoing jihadist violence in Mali and Burkina Faso with 

renewed violence in Guinea. Prayers for the many Christians who are now in harms 

way.  

PRAYER: For the release of Jeff Woodke, a missionary who has been held hostage in 

Niger since 2016.  

PRAYER: For the hearts of our unsaved students. Sarah continues to teach English 

using the Bible. Paul will speak in chapel 2x in October. Prayer that God might use our 

words to touch lives. 

 

Prayer Requests 



 


