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To Our Cherished Friends and Family: 

Hello again from West Africa! We pray that you have been safe and warm during all the 

inclement weather that seems to have hit North America this year. As always, we so 

appreciate your prayers. Life in West Africa has taught us to coexist with danger on a 

much different level than we knew in the United States. Casual walks to school or in the 

local park have recently placed us in the paths of inattentive drivers and have reminded 

us to thank God for his daily provisions. 

 

Some highlights of the month:  

 

Dust 

As a boy, my grandfather used to tell me 

stories about living through the dustbowl in 

Oklahoma. I remember him describing how 

the dust penetrated even the smallest 

openings to the outside world and left a fine 

film on everything inside the house. On a 

much more modest scale, the past three 

months in Dakar have come with recurrent 

cycles of Harmattan winds that bring dust 

from the Sahara. The latest cycle lasted for 6 

days and forced us to close all of our windows  

and suspend many of our daily activities. 

Despite our best efforts, the dust infiltrated our home and left quite a mess. The sight of 

blue(ish) skies again yesterday morning was a welcome relief.  

 

Election 

Unlike the United States, the Senegalese 

presidential campaign begins approximately 

6-weeks before the actual election when the 

the constitutional court releases the names of 

eligible candidates. The president is elected to 

a term of 7 years and appoints his own prime 

minister. On the day of the election (Sunday), 

the various districts around Senegal are closed to 

movement in order to prevent voter fraud. After 

Sunset from our rooftop on a dusty afternoon 

in Dakar.  

News photo of Macky Sall campaigning for 

reelection.  



initial threats of violence and isolated protests near our home, the actual election 

proceeded relatively peacefully. One week after the election the results were released and 

showed that Macky Sall, the incumbent, had been reelected by a wide margin. Thank-You 

all for your supportive emails and prayers during this time. Once again, Senegal has 

proved itself to be a model for democracy in West Africa.      

 

Ongoing Crisis in the Central African Republic 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have heard several first-hand accounts of severe 

persecution in the Central African Republic (CAR) from colleagues who have returned 

from the field. One missionary described seeing miles of deserted villages after Islamic 

extremists attacked and killed many of the predominately Christian inhabitants. Living in 

the relative peace of Dakar, I often find in hard the fathom the cost that many Christians 

are paying for their beliefs here on the same African continent.  

 

One speaker concluded his message with a question that I found deeply convicting:  

 

“If you were arrested on charges of being a Christian, would 

prosecutors find enough evidence in your life to convict you?” 
    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
PRAYER: Safety for Sarah’s parents (Rich and Kris Walker) as they visit Senegal in 

late March.   

PRAYER: For the many persecuted Christians in Africa right now (Burkina Faso, Mali, 

and Central African Republic….to name a few hotspots) 

PRAISE: The Senegalese election was peaceful. 

PRAISE: Paul came through surgery to remove skin cancer without any problems. Lab 

results due in a couple of weeks. 
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Thank-You 
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