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     New Years’ Eve came and I was fast asleep at 9:30pm… It was a first for me not to stay up until midnight, but we had just 
arrived in Bariloche, Argentina, and jet lag was hitting me hard!  Our team of 13 was from all over the US, and we were very 
eager for the next two weeks of ministry in Patagonia. Our hopes were to help develop our students in their personal 
relationships with God and evangelism while we served in and experienced the beauty of Patagonia.   God exceeded our 
expectations at every turn. Thank you for praying! 

Highlights: 

• Every student was vulnerable in sharing their story and testimony of what God has done in their lives with the 
group as we backpacked.  Only God could have brought a group together whose stories overlapped and 
intersected in so many amazing ways!  We all really connected and worked well together. 

• Our team was given the opportunity to take over the Sunday service at our host church.   A few students shared 
their testimonies and played in the worship band, and I was asked to give a sermon. Thank God for a very capable 
translator!    

• We had so many awesome spiritual conversations and divine appointments with other tourists, Israeli soldiers, and 
Argentinians in beautiful Bariloche (where we spent our second week of ministry).   

      There were many great memories and stories of how God was working in and through our students but the most 
meaningful happened on the Friday, the day before we left.  It was as if God was orchestrating all of our previous experiences 
for this one day.  I was at the shelter with two of our ROTC army cadets finishing some manual labor service projects.  I admit 
that I was jealous of the other groups that were out engaging people in conversation, but I was also thankful for the chance to 
spend the day with Noah and Justus, our Army cadets from Wheaton, as they had great attitudes and are hard workers.  We 
set to the tasks that Dillon, the Shelter on the Lake’s outreach director, had for us.  During a break in the work I noticed a taxi 
pull up, and to my surprise, three of the Israelis that our other cadet Ben had met and invited got out.  I welcomed and walked 
them inside to meet Dillon and get settled.  A few minutes later, they came outside and began to work alongside us!  As we 
worked they began to chat with our cadets about their experiences in the Israel Army, and Noah and Justus shared about 
their own experiences in ROTC.  They all became quick friends linked by the commonality of being soldiers.  I watched as 
they all sat together at lunch and felt the Lord prompt me to pray that God would open a door for them to communicate His 
love to these men. Our new Israeli friends, Aviv, Tomer and Dan, finished their lunch and then joined us again with our work.  
They began to open up about how the media portrays them as “child killers,” and that they were wrestling with their own 
PTSD as they have been out of the IDF (Israeli Defense Force) for a short time.  We were able to listen and did not condemn 
them for what they have had to do, but talked about how they had to make hard decisions.  We talked to them about how 
having a belief in God helps in resiliency in battle and in life.  They were moved a few times to the point of tears in feeling 
understood.  Evening came and it was time for the Shelter’s traditional Shabbat Meal, which is a traditional Jewish Sabbath 
meal that goes back to the days of Moses.  Tomer and Aviv each played a part in the meal by singing a traditional song and 
then Dillon gave a brief gospel message beginning with the Old Testament and God’s love for his people.  He went on to 
share how our sin separates us from God, which is why God sent a Messiah to rescue us (Jews and Gentiles) and bring us 
back into relationship with Him.  He read from Isaiah 53, which we found out later was a chapter that was forbidden for most 
Jews to read because of the prophecy of the coming Messiah.  He then shared that Jesus fulfilled all of these things, and 
read some passages from the New Testament about Jesus’ life.  There were six Israelis, a French couple, and a young 
woman from Germany that stayed to listen to Dillon’s message.  We stayed after and chatted with our new friends about 
what they just heard.  Aviv, Tomer, and Dan were quiet, but admitted that they grew up under the tradition of Judaism, but 
didn’t practice.  There was one young Israeli girl that seemed offended, but also admitted that she had been asking a lot of 
questions about life since getting out of the IDF. She was able to have a great conversation with Sarah, one of the Cru staff 
women. Our cadets and students did a great job sharing their stories and engaging the travelers that joined us that evening.  
Finally, at end the night each of our ROTC cadets gave their new friends a “Friends of Israel challenge coin” that one of our 
friends who had been ministering in in Israel this fall had given me (a God story in itself). The cadets presented the coins, and 
told them that they are praying for the success of Israel and that they love them and their people.  Aviv, Tomer and Dan  were 
very moved and said, “Whoa! This is a big deal!  We have never been given something like this. Thank you.”  I have been 
reminded of the power and vision of why we need to raise up Military officers that will reach others for Christ.  The walls of 
defense were down and they had a mutual respect for each other that bridged the gap so that the gospel could cross.  Please 
pray for these young Israelis that God would continue to echo the words of Isaiah and the scripture in their minds, and 
that their eyes would be unveiled to the reality that Jesus is the Messiah.  This experience has impacted me in a big way 
and I have a greater heart for Jewish people to come to know Jesus. Thank you for praying and for sending me! 

The Tie that Binds 

- Praise God that Mia and 
the kids stayed healthy and 
happy while I (Christian) 
was away.  
- Praise God that the new 
semester is bringing 
renewed passion to really 
impact the ROTC’s of my 
territory.  My Valor cadet 
leaders are feeling 
encouraged by the 
momentum of their groups. 

“Like Father, Like Son”: We celebrated 
Dawson turning 4 in November, and 
Christian turning 40 in December.  The 
similarities are uncanny!  (pictured above: 
Christian and Dawson playing with the 
same truck) 
On the flip side, I am seeing more and 
more of myself (Mia) in Lily and Anya.  I 
guess it makes sense! Lol!  Anya enjoyed 
dancing in the Land of Sweets as a Pixie 
in this year’s Nutcracker Ballet.    
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ARGENTINA…STARTING 2019 OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT 

So grateful for you! 


