Homily—Solemnity of All Saints—November 1, 2026

See what love that Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so we are.
Yet so we are. That little phrase says it all. It affirms the truth that we are God’s children in and through love. A little bit later, the text doubles down saying that we are God’s children now. What’s the point?
The point is that we have a fundamental identity in God who has loved us. This is our call to be holy, to be a saint. It is something that is not done away with. Yes, we can mar it, ignore it and try to cover it over, but it is still there. That’s why we have a feast like we do today, emphasizing that the number of God’s holy ones (his saints) cannot he counted. Our actually formally canonized ones merely scratch the surface of the length, breadth, height and depth of the love and mercy of God. As St. Paul says, “What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
The eighth chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans shares such affinity with this passage from the first letter of John. In Romans 8, Paul is reflecting on and celebrating the mystery of life in the Spirit. It is something well worth considering as we reflect on and celebrate the mystery of the communion of saints today. Paul writes: For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed for us (Romans 8:14-18).
The first letter of John puts it this way: “what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is revealed, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).
The glory to be revealed to us is what all the saints celebrate and frolic in for eternity…that they are children of God. It isn’t something that starts at death. It is something that starts now and more and more reveals itself as we live this life until it is fully revealed in the mystery of death and eternal life. But it starts now. “See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet so we are. Beloved: we are God’s children now.” All you holy men and women saints of God, pray for us. Amen.

