Saint Carlo Acutis: Digital Evangelist & Eucharistic Witness
In a world where the internet often distracts or divides, Carlo Acutis stands out for using technology to deepen faith. Born in London in 1991 and raised in Milan, Italy, he died of leukemia in 2006 at just 15 years old. Yet in that short life he made a remarkable impact.
His Life and Mission
From a young age Carlo loved the Eucharist and attended daily Mass. He once said:
“The Eucharist is my highway to heaven.”
Encyclopedia Britannica+2St. Pius Catholic Parish+2
He was also a normal kid in many ways—playing soccer, video games, helping friends—yet his faith motivated him to live differently: to use his gifts for others. He helped in his parish’s soup kitchen, tutored children, defended classmates who were bullied, and spent his allowance helping the poor. St. Pius Catholic Parish+1
But perhaps his most unique contribution was his blend of tech-savviness and evangelization.
His Digital Apostolate: The Eucharistic Miracles Project
Carlo recognized that the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist is central to Catholic belief, yet many people don’t know about the miracles associated with the Eucharist. So he decided to do something practical. With his computer skills he created a website cataloguing Eucharistic miracles from around the world. Encyclopedia Britannica+2Eucharistic Miracles+2
Here are some key features of that project:
· He compiled over 100 Eucharistic miracles, spanning many centuries and multiple countries. sydneycatholic.org+1
· The website included maps, videos, and a “virtual museum” of miracles. Encyclopedia Britannica+1
· His site has since become a travelling exhibition in churches, schools, and parishes worldwide. stcolumbkilleparish.org+1
· His aim: make the Eucharist accessible, show its wonder, invite deeper prayer. He believed the digital world could serve the Gospel rather than distract from it. carloacutisblog.com+1




For example, among the miracles featured on his site:
· The Miracle of Lanciano (Italy, 8th century) – where during Mass the consecrated host was reported to become flesh and blood; later scientific investigation found human tissue and blood-type AB. Beloved Catholic
· The Miracle of Santarem (Portugal, 13th century) – a consecrated host bled after being stolen, returned to the church, and continued to bleed. Beloved Catholic
Carlo believed that these miracles aren’t meant simply to stun, but to draw us deeper into Christ present in the Eucharist. sydneycatholic.org
Miracles Leading to Sainthood
In the process of canonization in the Catholic Church, verified miracles attributed to the intercession of the candidate are required (in most cases). Carlo’s cause followed this path. Encyclopedia Britannica+1
Here are some of the recognized miracles:
· First miracle: A boy in Brazil born with a severely malformed pancreas, reportedly healed after prayers invoking Carlo’s intercession and a relic of him. This healing was approved by the Church’s investigation. Encyclopedia Britannica+1
· Second miracle: In 2022, a young woman from Costa Rica (studying in Florence) suffered a serious head injury in a bicycle accident. After emergency surgery and a very serious prognosis, the family visited Carlo’s tomb in Assisi and prayed for his intercession. The young woman’s recovery, deemed medically inexplicable, was approved by the Vatican in May 2024. USCCB+1
Thanks to these verified miracles, Carlo was beatified in 2020 and the path to full canonization was cleared. Encyclopedia Britannica+1
Why This Matters for Today
Carlo’s story resonates for several reasons:
· He shows that holiness isn’t only for “religious professionals” but for young people, tech-savvy people, ordinary teens.
· He used the tools of his time—computers, internet—not to withdraw from the world but to engage it with faith.
· His deep appreciation for the Eucharist invites us to remember what’s at the heart of Catholic life.
· The miracles associated with him remind us that faith isn’t just interior sentiment but is connected to extraordinary divine action (though the ordinary of prayer and charity remains foundational).





