
MICHELE BAKER’S BIOGRAPHY

Many St. Patrick Cathedral parishioners will remember 
Michele Baker as a cantor and chorister in the Cathedral 
choir from 2011 - 2019.  After a three and a half year 
stint at St. Pius X Catholic Church in Dallas, Michele has 
returned to St. Patrick Cathedral as Director of Liturgy.

A “cradle Catholic,” Michele’s love for liturgy began 
when she started singing in the children’s choir at St. 
Bartholomew Catholic Church in Southwest Fort Worth 
at age 9.  At 15 she joined the adult choir; at 17 she 
became a cantor; and at 18 she was chosen to sing in 
the Papal Choir when Pope St. John Paul II celebrated 
Mass in San Antonio.  In 1992 Michele earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree with a double major in music and 
English from Texas Christian University.  Seven years 
later, the Lord led her to Holy Family Catholic Church 
in west Fort Worth where she served as a cantor, choir 
member, and choir director over the course of 11 years.

In 2010, at the invitation of Phil Bordeleau, who was 
then the Director of Music and Liturgy for St. Patrick 
Cathedral, Michele began singing in the Cathedral Choir 
as an occasional substitute section leader.  Within a year 
she became a permanent member of the choir and was 
offered a place on the cantor roster.  Then, in 2019, she 
had the opportunity to stretch her liturgical wings and 
took a position as Administrative Assistant to the Clergy 
and Liturgy Coordinator at St. Pius X Catholic Church in 
Dallas.  As much as Michele enjoyed being a part of that 
faith community, she leapt at the chance to come home 
to St. Patrick Cathedral.

Michele is the daughter of Sid and Galine Baker, whom 
she credits with giving her a deep love for her faith and 
a passion for the Word of God. Her late father, an avid, 
life-long learner and lover of Scripture, served as a lector 
and Bible study teacher at St. Bartholomew for more 
than 25 years.  When her mother, Galine Baker, retired 
from teaching at St. Andrew’s Catholic School in 2018, 
she’d spent more than half of her 40 1/2 year career 
there.  Growing up in a family of full, active, conscious 
participants in the liturgy has informed every aspect of 
Michele’s life and she is excited to share what she has 
received with the people of St. Patrick Cathedral.

When not pouring over general intercessions or 
preparing for ministry fairs, Michele enjoys reading and 
writing poetry and fiction, singing, and coloring. She is 
the proud sister of Sidney Baker, Jr. and Matthew Baker 
but her greatest joy is being the aunt of Jordan Michele 
Baker and Sidney Joseph Baker, III.

St. Patrick Cathedral is 
pleased to welcome 
Michele Baker as the  
new Director of Liturgy. 
Michele has a long history of 
having been at the Cathedral 
previously in the role of cantor 
and member of the choir.  She 
will now assume a position 
on the parish staff assisting 
the Rector by supervising all 
the ministries that go into 
the well-ordered celebration 
of the liturgy at St. Patrick’s.  
She will work in conjunction with Ed Smith, the 
Chief of Staff, and Aaron Medina, the organist and 
Director of Music.

Michele’s responsibilities will include being the 
contact for and providing supervision and on-
going liturgical and theological formation of 
the following: readers, extraordinary ministers 
of communion, acolytes, altar servers, ushers, 
greeters/ministers of hospitality, the Altar 
Society, and in conjunction with the Director of 
Music, helping to provide ongoing liturgical and 
theological formation and training of cantors and 
choirs.  She will also work with those couples 
preparing for marriage, those seeking to bury 
their loved ones in the funeral rites, as well as 
the liturgical dimensions of the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults.  In addition, she will see that 
celebrations of the other sacraments, including 
baptism and reconciliation, as well as liturgical 
services outside of Mass -– for example adoration 
-– are appropriately and properly taken care 
of.  She will also oversee the sacristy and what is 
needed in it.  

Please read her biography and give her a great 
welcome as you encounter her here at St. Patrick 
Cathedral. 

Fr. John Robert Skeldon
Rector


