
NO OTHER NAME: Worship Without Limits
Session 4: Our Worship, Our Witness

What We Want Students to Learn: Our worship is also a testimony to others about God’s character, His worthiness, and His love for humanity.

What We Want Students to Do With What They Learn: Seek to live lives of worship and prioritize witnessing to others about Who God is and what He has done in their lives. 

Main Scriptures: 1 Kings 8:12-24, 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, Matthew 28:16-20

Session Snapshot: Worship is not about us. It can be tempting to worry that others will judge us by how well we sing, how many resources we give, or even how professional we speak. But when we worship, it all comes down to what our actions and words say about the One we are worshipping. It doesn’t matter how beautifully you can sing the Name of Jesus; it matters that others can hear His name for the first time and be saved!



Bible Background
The Bible Background is a focused, brief overview of some of the background info for the main passage you will be teaching.

Teacher Prep Video
Each Village Group Leader’s Guide comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the main point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your No Other Name Lesson 4 Teacher Prep Video, click on the link below:
· https://youtu.be/w66gOAAE5i0

The Details

1 and 2 Kings
· Author: Ancient Jewish history has Jeremiah as the author of 1 Kings and 2 Kings. However, this view has never been widely supported by scholars. It’s best to view the books as a collection of writings with no known author.
· Time frame: 1 Kings and 2 Kings are extremely difficult to date because it’s a collection of writings that could have been written and edited in stages.  
· Purpose: 1 Kings and 2 Kings tell the stories of the kings of Israel. These books speak of the faithfulness or unfaithfulness of kings and the impact that a godly leader can have on God’s people. 

2 Corinthians
· Author: The Apostle Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to the Church in Corinth.
· Time frame: Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia around 55 or 56 AD, a year or so after writing 1 Corinthians and a year before he wrote his letter to the Romans from Corinth.
· Purpose: According to the ESV Study Bible, the main theme of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians was “the relationship between suffering and the power of the Spirit in Paul’s apostolic life, ministry, and message.”

Matthew
· Author: Matthew, a former tax collector, was a disciple of Jesus and a firsthand witness to the stories he relates in his Gospel. 
· Time frame: Most people hold to Matthew’s Gospel being written in the late A.D. 50s or 60s, though there are some who think it was written after the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70. 
· Purpose: Matthew was writing to a primarily Jewish audience to convince them that Jesus was indeed the long-awaited Messiah. But he was probably aware of a Gentile audience, as his Gospel makes the case that the saving truth of Christ is for all nations.

The Main Point
In this session, you want to help students understand that worship is not about what we bring to the table, but about the one we are worshipping. If our lives are lived worshipping ourselves, that will be our witness. If we worship money, fame, or even some guru that we find on social media… that will become very obvious to those around us. This is because our worship and our witness are so intertwined that there are times when it is difficult to define one without the other. Our goal is that students will see how living a life that worships God is just as much a part of our witness as the words we use to share the Gospel. 

The Takeaway
Living a life of worship should become a priority in your students’ lives. Our worship of Jesus is often the thing that stands out most to others, which makes it vital to our witness. The goal of this session is to get students thinking about the impact they make on others and how that compares to living for and like Christ. 




Lesson Plan
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: an introductory activity called Getting Started; the Bible study section called Digging In; and an application-focused segment called Wrapping Up.

Getting Started
· Student Book Pages
· This lesson will utilize pages 32-36 in the No Other Name Student Book. 
· This activity will use pages 32-33.
· Additional Instructions
· None

FIRST, take a moment to reflect with students about what they’ve learned so far. You might be surprised at what they have taken away from this study! Once they have shared, you may choose to read or have a student read the Session 4 Introduction on page 32. This will help set the tone for the lesson. 

THEN, have students turn their attention to the Getting Started Activity on page 33. They will notice four silhouettes on their page, each with some descriptions below. Say something like this: 
· Each of these silhouettes has a description beneath them. Think of these descriptions as what each is known for. I’m going to give you a minute or two to read each description, and by yourself, I want you to write down the first person that comes to mind. Don’t overthink it. It could be somebody famous, a fictional character, or even someone in your family. Ideally, it would be a person that most people in this group know, but if the first person that comes to mind is your crazy uncle who only visits at Christmas, then that’s fine. Just be ready to tell us all a story about him later! 

Give students 1-2 minutes to write a name for each of the silhouettes. It’s important to note that there is not a ‘right’ answer. Make sure students understand that this is all about the first person that comes to their mind. We want there to be many different answers!

AFTER students have answered, take a few moments to have them share who they put for each silhouette. This will likely get lively, especially if several students have the same answer! Once your group has shared their answers for each of the silhouettes, say something like: 
· The things we do and how we carry ourselves can leave a big impression. You all had different people come to mind for the silhouettes. You associate these people with each of these descriptions because even if just to you, they have left this impression. How we spend our lives can leave an impression on others. As believers, our goal is that everything we do looks like Jesus. So much so that if we were to write down the best things we’ve done in life under a silhouette, people would be tempted to write down “Jesus.” In this lesson, we are going to talk about how to do just that!

FINALLY, if there are no more questions, transition into the Digging In portion of the lesson. 


Digging In
· Student Book Pages
· This activity will utilize pages 34-35 in the No Other Name Student Book.
· Additional Instructions
· You'll want to make sure students have something to write with and a Bible or Bible app. 

FIRST, ask students to turn to pages 34-35 for their Digging In Activity. On page 34, the question asked at the top is, “How do we witness?” on page 35, the question at the top asks, “What is worship?” These are the two questions that we will be answering over the course of this lesson. 

THEN, say something like:
· Below each question, I want you to write down anything you learn from the passages we are going to read. In our first passage, 1 Kings 8:12-21, we are going to read about King Solomon, the son of King David. In this passage, Solomon has just built a Temple for the Lord so that He can dwell with His people. The Temple was a sacred place, and it was a way for God’s people to have a closer relationship with Him prior to Jesus. 

Read or have a student read 1 Kings 8:12-21. Then say something like: 
· Before we ask, “How do we witness?” we must understand what the word witness means. Think of the word witness in the context of a court case. The witness takes the stand and tells the court what they saw, heard, or experienced as it relates to the case. They are tasked with proclaiming the truth, even if it makes others uncomfortable. However, it's more common for the truth to bring healing or justice in a courtroom. And as believers, we want to be witnesses to the truth as well. Yes, not everyone will believe you that God is alive and active in your life. But for many others, your witness will bring the healing and clarity that they desperately need! 

NEXT, ask students: 
· How did building the Temple witness to those around Solomon?
· Answers will vary. Encourage students to think about what’s being communicated by how much time and effort was spent building the Temple.

Explain to students that when Solomon had the Temple built, it cost a lot of resources and time. But Solomon was proud to contribute these things to the goal of building a home for God amongst the people because He truly believed that God would dwell there. Which means he truly believed in God, and also valued God’s presence in the life of His people! Say something like: 
· Solomon’s construction of the Temple was a testimony, or witness, to God. The finished project was a giant billboard that said, “We not only believe in a real God, but we want to be in His presence!” Now, you will not necessarily be building a grand temple. After all, we are told in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 that we are now the Temple that God dwells in, so building a temple is no longer necessary. However, think about all of the things you do build in your life and how those projects are a witness to God’s work in your life. Some of you may build homes for the homeless. Others might build businesses that seek to share the Gospel. You build relationships and reputations… both of which have the power to witness to God. 

AFTER THAT, encourage students to write down a few of these things under “How do we witness?” on page 34. Then, ask students: 
· Do you think that Solomon worried about what other kingdoms would say about the Temple?
· Answers will vary. 

Explain to students that we often hold ourselves back from living for God because we are worried about what others may say. Even if we aren’t when we start, it can only take a single comment from somebody else to put doubt in our minds. (Did God really say that? Am I really living for God the right way?) Say something like: 
· There is a VERY good chance that someone made a passive-aggressive comment or snide remark about Solomon’s witness. He wouldn’t be the first or the last person in Scripture to receive criticism for how he devoted himself to God. But he did it anyway! And as the final aspects of the temple were coming to a close, he worshipped God in a way that all could see. 

Read or have a student read 1 Kings 8:22-24. Then, ask students:
· How do you see Solomon worshipping God in this moment? 
· Answers will vary but could include: Profession of God’s work in his life, Acknowledging God’s power/majesty, Praising God for His character, and Reminding everyone of the promises God has kept. 

NEXT, say something like: 
· Worship, as we have talked about over the course of No Other Name, can look many different ways. But all worship has one thing in common: the center of it is God, NOT us. Now, you might be thinking, “Solomon was the center of attention in this passage, so wasn’t it a little bit about him?” That’s a fair thing to ask, especially when we remember some of Jesus’ challenges to the Pharisees in the New Testament. However, what we see here is Solomon leading worship. He speaks for the people, calling them and himself servants of God. When we worship, whether it is quietly on our own or leading a group of fellow believers, it should always elevate God. Never ourselves. 

Encourage students to write down some of the things they’ve taken from this passage on page 35. 

THEN, explain to students that the Apostle Paul has also left us with some wisdom regarding how our worship is a witness to others about who God is. Read or have a student read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. Ask students: 
· Let’s take a moment to talk about Paul’s phrase, “The love of Christ controls us.” What thoughts do you have about that? 
· Answers will vary. 

Say something like: 
· Being controlled sounds scary. You might have pictured a robot or a zombie who are driven by their programming or hunger for brains… or, you know, whatever zombies eat. But there is also a positive aspect of what Paul is saying here. The love of Christ. That is a positive thing and something that doesn’t sound so bad to be controlled by. Imagine a friend asking you to punch them in the face and responding, “Sorry friend, I can’t punch you because the love of Jesus prevents me from doing that.” 

Explain to students that it may be helpful to think of it as the love of Christ being the driving force in everything we do (or do not do). If we are driven by and controlled by the love of Christ, our witness to others becomes about God’s role in our life, not the things that we can do. Give students a chance to write down what they’ve learned from this passage on page 34. Then say something like: 
· In this passage, Paul talks about us being ambassadors. The role of an ambassador is a lot like the role of a witness. He encourages believers to tell others about what God has done for us. When we witness to others, it’s not only God’s love for us driving that witness, but our own love of God on display. Now, don’t get confused- when we worship, the focus is not on how much we as an individual can love. Our worship is still centered around the One we love, who is God. And we worship Him because No Other Name changes our life and makes us new creations the way that Jesus Christ does. 

Ask students: 
· According to this passage, what are some of the reasons for us to worship? 
· Answers: Jesus’ death and resurrection (as well as the promise of our own), In Him we are new creations, Christ has reconciled the relationship that we damaged, God has forgiven our sins, etc.
· Encourage students to write down some of these answers on page 35.

AFTER THAT, say something like: 
· We have so many reasons to worship God. Just as Solomon led the people in praising God because He had done so much for His people, we have reason to praise and proclaim the Name of God also. Let’s take one last look at how our worship of God is part of how we witness to others. 

Read or have a student read Matthew 28:16-20. Then ask: 
· Let’s start with worship. This passage is at the end of Matthew, which means that it takes place after the resurrection of Jesus. How do you see Jesus being glorified and worshiped in this passage? 
· Answer: It says that the disciples (some of them) worshiped Him. 

Explain to students that it is easy to see worship in this passage because the word worship is used. However, we aren’t given a lot of information on how they worshipped. In fact, the passage remains a little bit vague about which of the eleven worshipped with all their heart and which ones doubted. Although it seems to ‘not tell us much,’ this passage communicates A LOT about worship. 
· Even though this passage tells us that some of the disciples doubted, there is evidence in other gospels and throughout the rest of the New Testament that this was temporary. Based on what we read here, we can assume that even though they had doubts, they worshipped Jesus all the same. Now, you might be wondering what we can take from this. You may even be a little angry that these remaining eleven disciples doubted at all, considering they had the risen Son of God standing before them. But this inclusion is an important reminder that doubts do not have to come between you and your worship of God. Obviously, it would be wonderful to have zero doubts and get caught up in worshipping Jesus on the daily. But that just isn’t always the case, is it? Some days, there are things happening in our world and in our lives that leave us with doubts and questions. But Jesus doesn’t discount our worship when it comes with doubts. 

THEN, encourage students to write down what they’ve learned on page 35. After they’ve had a chance to do so, ask: 
· What about our witness? How does this passage call us to witness to others? 
· Answers can include: Make disciples, baptize people in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe God’s commandments.

As students answer, allow them to write these things down on page 34. Say something like: 
· All of these things are very practical ways to witness to others. Not only are they practical, but Jesus specifically asks His followers to do this. Remember when we talked about God’s goal in the last lesson? He wants to dwell with His people. This is exciting news, and part of His great plan to save humanity is that we get the honor of sharing this news with others. You may not find yourself doing these things every single day, but as you grow in your faith, these should be natural ways that you witness to others. 

FINALLY, if there are no more questions, turn the page to the Wrapping Up portion of your lesson on page 36 and spend a few minutes looking at how this fleshes itself out in their lives. 


Wrapping Up
· Student Book Pages
· This activity will utilize page 36 in the No Other Name Student Book.
· Additional Instructions
· Make sure students have something to write with. 

FIRST, students will notice a single silhouette on page 36. Explain that to wrap up, students will spend some time thinking about how their own silhouette would be described. Allow students a few minutes to reflect on how others might see them, how they see themselves, and what impression they are giving to the world around them. Instruct them to write these things down in the space below the silhouette. 

AFTER THAT, say something like: 
· As you get older, these descriptions will inevitably change. Just imagine what Albert Einstein might have said about the impression he was leaving when he was a teenager versus how he would have described himself in his final years of life! Hopefully, when you thought about what others would say about you right now, you thought of areas where you want to grow, particularly in how you witness to the world about Jesus. Remember, our witness is tied in with our worship. If you want to take some first steps towards witnessing, begin by living a life of worship! 

FINALLY, ask students if they have any questions or additional comments. Inform students of the devotional located on pages 38-45 in their Student Books. Provide them with a schedule or some structure as to when you would like for them to work through them. (The first devotion is on page 38.)


