
   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

    
  

 
      

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

First Family News  

lost in our own frustrations.  He reminded me that we were created for 
the purposes of loving Him and loving our neighbors.  I want to pass 
that reminder on to you.  If you’re fed up with 2020 to the point that 
you think you can’t take it anymore, I’m asking you to do one thing for 
someone else; a random act of kindness.  Pay for the person behind 
you in a drive through.  Give an extra-large tip to someone who waits 
on you.  Many people in customer service industries feel very vulnera-
ble right now.  Ask a friend or family member how you can pray for 
them . . . and then actually pray for and with them.  Call someone you 
know who’s stuck at home.  If you know someone is struggling finan-
cially, go secretly leave a gift card for groceries on their doorstep.  The 
possibilities are as limitless as your imagination.  We’re going to be 
encouraging this kind of behavior when we gather for the rest of 2020.  
We’re also planning to give you some more good ideas of how to 
share kindness and the gospel with people during this season.  
Doesn’t it excite you to think of creative ways to make the lives of 
others better?   I can think of no better medicine for our current frus-
tration.  So go!  Get busy!  Love other people in real practical ways!  
Our world needs it, and it’s the perfect medicine for a frustrated heart. 

Medicine for the Frustrated Heart 
 

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this  
way we must help the weak and remember the words of  
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed  

to give than to receive.’”    – Acts 20:35 
 

 Regardless of my recent sermon series on gratitude, I’m frustrat-
ed far more often than I would like.  I can’t seem to shake this low-
level, under the radar, and yet constant sense of frustration.  The 
frustrations range from our country’s political divisiveness to the con-
tinuing struggle with COVID-19 and everything in between.  I had 
such good plans for 2020.  I anticipated taking great strides forward 
both personally and as a church body.  But now that we’re approach-
ing this year’s twelfth and final month (doesn’t it seem more like this is 
the 20th month), it’s hard not to feel like steps have been taken back-
ward, not forward.   Ambitious plans have been obliterated and re-
placed with quickly put-together survival strategies. 
 This year has taken a very personal toll on all of us.  Some of us 
are facing financial and/or career struggles.  Some of us are in dan-
ger of losing relationships because of pointed disagreements.  Some 
of us are mourning the death of loved ones.   Some of us are just sick 
and tired of this “new normal” ready to return to our lives as we know 
them.  If you’ll permit my vulnerability, this year has been my hardest 
in ministry by far.  I’ve never faced anything like this year.  There have 
been the limitations directly caused by COVID, but there’s also been 
the indirect issues like strained relationships and me constantly ques-
tioning my own decisions.   
 I share this with you because I want you to know that you’re not 
alone if you feel that same sense of constant frustration during this 
season.  God’s big enough to handle us when we’re frustrated.  Start 
reading through the Psalms, and eventually you’ll come to some of 
God’s more famous followers voicing their frustrations.  God doesn’t 
smite them or curse them.  No, instead he appears to simply listen.  
God will listen to you as well.  You can vent to Him without question-
ing His goodness or His plan.  I would encourage it. 
 I also write, however, to give you some good news.  There have 
been times recently where those frustrations are forgotten, at least for 
a little while.  Sometimes, causing us to remember what’s most im-
portant is how God dispels our frustration.  Just the other day, I was 
visiting with a family who had lost a loved one, listening to them share 
stories about the deceased, and those frustrations disappeared in the 
light of what I knew I was called to do.  I was simply too busy trying to 
encourage a family in pain to spend my time being frustrated by politi-
cians or super-viruses.  It was a painful moment but also an enlight-
ening one. 
 God reminded me that he has the perfect plan for when we get 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
(Online* thru Facebook) 

Thursday, December 24 
6 O’clock 

 

Join us as we worship 
the birth of our Lord & 

Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

*Pick up a home service kit  
December 13—23. 

“Glory to  God 

in the highest,  

and on earth 

peace among 
those with whom 

He is pleased!” 
                Luke 2:14 ESV 
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 Cleanliness Is Next to Godliness . . . 
Perhaps you first heard the old cliché ut-
tered by a parent, a childcare worker, or a 
well-meaning Sunday School teacher.  
Like many other oft-quoted adages, espe-
cially when they are given the added touch 
of King James English, this one is no-
where to be found in scripture.  In fact, 
when it comes to the Christmas story, 
quite the opposite would seem to be the 

case.  Let me explain. 
 If you have a nativity scene with which you decorate your 
home during the Christmas season, even the most meticulous 
of you is sure to find the set a bit sneeze worthy after eleven 
months in storage.  You will probably take great pains to remove 
the dust that has accumulated on it during the last year.  Let me 
suggest that you hesitate a moment before creating such a pris-
tine display. 
 Take a moment to picture the original nativity scene in the 
stable adjacent to the Bethlehem inn.  Given the usual inhabit-
ants, as well as their natural “contributions” to an already dirty 
floor, it seems likely that less than sterile conditions prevailed.  
Though we would likely have imagined a supposedly more ap-
propriate environment, God chose a saliva-stained feeding 
trough in a filthy stable for His perfect Son’s “grand entrance” 
into His own creation.  One day, when we see the unimaginable 
glories of the heaven He left behind for His humble birth and 
eventual criminal’s death, the contrast will be even more striking 
to us; still, such was the price that had to be paid if we were to 
be forgiven.  We might echo the words of Paul in II Corinthians 
9:15:  “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 
 So let me encourage you to rethink your visions of a sani-
tized nativity.  Consider leaving a little dust in place to recreate 
the original setting.  For the sake of reality, contemplate clutter-
ing the scene a bit.  Don’t even bother to fix that broken leg on 
the manger.  Cleanliness next to godli-
ness?  Maybe not so much, at least in 
regard to the first century Bethlehem 
stable where it all began. 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Bill & Lynn 
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Preston 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

    

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   We have been having a great 
time in student ministry this 
year so far!  In midweek bible 
studies in October, our students 
looked at how God calls each 
of us to love others even when 

it is difficult.  We discussed it is important that we realize that it 
isn’t “Us vs Them” but “Us FOR Them”  
 Our emphasis for the month of December is talking about 
the reason we really celebrate Christmas.  When we think of 
Christmas, you probably think about an event, right?  We think 
about the event that is (hopefully) filled with gifts, food, family, 
and fun.  But what happens when that event isn't as joyful or 
peaceful as we wish it were?  And is the "event" even what 
Christmas is about anyway?  In this short series, we will talk 
about what this season is truly about.  It's about getting ready to 
receive God's gift of Jesus, sharing that gift with others, rejoic-
ing in the surprising gifts God gives us, and taking time to enjoy 
God's presence.  
 Be in prayer for our students as they continue to work 
through all of the changes in the school year! It has been fun 
getting settled into some kind of Wednesday night schedule.  
We are grateful for a church that supports students in their spir-
itual formation!  

 
        New music in the Contemporary Ser-
vice: In December we are introducing a song 
called World Needs Jesus by River Valley 
Worship. Especially in a season of waiting, 
we have the chance to declare that Jesus 
changes our perspective and the way we see 

the world and calls us to care for the community around us! 
 

Grace and Peace,      

Joel 
 

 

DECEMBER  DEACONS  ON  CALL 
 

06 Kenneth Pipes ......................................... 817-648-6048 

13 David Quisenberry ................................... 817-825-6322 

20 Brad Quisenberry .................................... 817-825-6321 

27 Robbie Mayse .......................................... 254-231-1431 

 

December 
Wednesdays  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in Student Ministry 
6pm-7:30pm 
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From the  
Children’s Director 

  
     
 
 

 Happy December!  
 We are winding down our first school semester at CDO.  
Only 5½ days left!!   We have had such a fun time this past 
month!  I hope your Thanksgiving was excellent!  December is 
another fun month with lots going on!  
 Tuesday, December 8th is wear RED day!  
 On Sunday, December 13th our amazing CDO kiddos will 
be singing for big church in the 11:00 service!  Parents, be look-
ing for a note in your child’s folder!  
 Thursday, December 17th is our last class day of the year! 
We also will have Christmas parties, and PJ Day. Check with 
your child’s teacher to find out the plan for your child’s party. 
Also, December 17th is an early release day . . . 1pm!!  We will 
have before care, but no aftercare for that day. 
 

Merry Christmas to our teachers and our kids!!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Welcome to December!  
 I love this time of year!  We have a busy month of Decem-
ber! 
 On December 13th, we will have our Gingerbread House 
Extravaganza “Take Home Style” this year to help with social 
distancing!  We will still have all the stuff you need.  You can 
just take it home this year!!!  We will be on the office end of the 
church building under the covered drive at 5:30pm for pick up!!  
We need to know you are coming by, so let us know you want a 
gingerbread kit by December 7th at 4pm. 
 We are always looking for additional people to help with our 
kids ministry.  If you would like to serve with us, do let me know!  
 Some dates to remember:  No Wednesday night activities 
December 16th, 23rd and 30th.  Enjoy time with the family!  
 Hope your Christmas is a wonderful time with friends and 
family!  It is the best time of the year because we celebrate the 
birth of Christ!  It is also a wonderful time to share with not just 
children, but the whole family about what Jesus can do in your 
life!  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ms.  Amy 

Wear Red Day 
Tuesday, December 8th 

Ms.  Amy 

Gingerbread 

House Kit 

Drive-Thru 

Dec 13th 

     Clear off the table and get the camera ready to record some 
memories with the kids!  Sign up through the church office by 4pm 
on Monday, December 7th for your family’s gingerbread house kit.  
The kit comes complete with everything you need to create your 
own gingerbread house.  Pick it up on Sunday, December 13th 
from 5:30pm—6:30pm under the drive-thru awning just outside the 
church office. 

Thursday, December 17th 

Early Dismissal 
1pm 

CDO Kids 
Sing 

      CDO Kids will soon be 
recorded to sing on the big 
Sanctuary screen Sunday 
morning, December 13th 
during our 11am worship 
service.  If you cannot make it 
that Sunday, be sure to watch 
the service and kids online. 
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Worship Opportunities:   

Sundays -  
Traditional Worship* 8:30am 
Sunday School 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship*    11:00am 
Collectibles SS Class Repeat 5:00pm 
*In house and on Facebook 
 

 

Wednesdays -  
Student Ministry  6:00pm 
FBC Kids  6:30pm 
Mixed Adults GROW Grp 6:30pm 
Ladies GROW Grp (wk 1 & 3) 6:30pm 
Men’s GROW Grp (wk 2) 6:30pm 

 

 

FOR THE RECORD 
DATES: Oct 18-24  Oct 25-31 Nov 01-07  Nov 08-14  
SS Attendance: 118  124 No SS  87  
8:30 Worship:   47 46 40  35  
11:00 Worship: 97 123 69  67 
Income Rec’d:  9692.46 6662.23 10657.11  14585.11 
BUDGET: 
YTD Required: 500950.80 5127878.20 524805.60  536733.00  
YTD Receipts: 469444.17 475503.88 484318.74  494955.62 
Wkly Required: 11927.40 11927.40 11927.40  11927.40  
Wkly Receipts: 8875.04 6059.71 8814.86  10636.88 

Address Service Requested 

 

Sunday 
December 27th 

11 O’clock 
 

No Wiggle Worms  
or Nursery 

 

Holiday Basket Items Needed 
for Our Loved Ones 

 
     On Sunday, December 6th, help us bring a bit of holiday 

cheer to our homebound members 
and others in need of our love and 
care.  Due to the pandemic we are 
asking for individually wrapped pre-
packaged goodies such as cookies, 
brownies, pastries, nuts, hot choco-
late, coffee, candies plus fresh fruit.  
Please deliver your goodies to the 
Youth Room BY 9:45 on the 6th.  

 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

$4000.00 
 

Given to Date as of 11/19: $1122.36 

Week of Prayer:  December 13th-20th 

 No annual Postage for Lottie Christmas Card Drive due to COVID paper  
restriction guidelines.  Please give to the regular Lottie Moon Offering. 
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By Baptism 

 

Joseph “Abbott” Summerhill 
 

 
 

 
Our Christian love and sympathy  

are extended to . . .  
 
 

 Jared Ishmael and family on the loss of his mother,  
Susie Ishmael. 

 

Billy Wiginton and family on the loss of his brother, 
Steve Arthur. 

 

Jared Greer and family on the loss of his grandmother,  
Lemoine Greer. 

 

Peggy Lyle and family on the loss of her sister, Linda Hart. 

 
 

 Susie Ishmael 
 David and LeAnne Self . . . . . . . . . . GF 

 

 Steve Arthur 
 David and LeAnne Self . . . . . . . . . . GF 
 
 
 

  

Paul and Beverly Papan 
Jean Martin . . . . . . . . . . YF 

 

  

The Time Is Near 

to Sponsor an 

Angel Tree Angel 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
01 Chris Gabel 
02 Shasta Smith 
03 Alex Jenkins, Jordan Willis 
05 Sarah Anderson, Christi Bennett 
06 Paola Chernosky, Tricia Miller, Barbara Peppers 
07 Cal Emery 
09 Lindsey Higgins, Reagan Post 
10 Judd Hudson, Ashlynn Schlegel 
11 Bryan Anderson, LaNell Laird 
12  Deborah Lubke, Richard Roberts, LeAnne Self, Jay Smith 
14 Beverly Papan, Malinda Scharnhorst, Thomas Willis 
15 Diana Richardson 
16 Sandy Horton 
17 Pat Elliott, Cindy Farmer, Sean Gray 
18 Jeff Hudson 
19 Janet Fulford 
20  Melody Stroder 
21 Timothy Wallace, Joe White 
22 David Bridge, Tyler Poynter, Zachary Stewart 
23 Pat Brown, Ross Gaston, Holt Higgins 
24 Mike Chernosky 
25 Sarah Hale, Hardin Killion 
26 Harlan Hanson, Marie Moore 
28 Josiah Ishmael 
29 Codi Collins, Kaitlyn Kharrazi, Logan Strona 
30 Brandon Cummings 
31 Jacyln Akers, Tessa Martinez, Noah Pippin 
  

Please report any birthday corrections 
to the church office. 

 

 
Holiday  

Schedule Changes 
 

 
No Wed PM Activities .........December 16,  23 & 30 
Church Office Closed ................... December 24 & 25 
Combined Worship ........................ December 27, 11am 

(No Wiggle Worms or Nursery)  
Church Office Closed .......................... January 1, 2021 

Celebrating  
Birthdays 

 

  Our annual Grandview Nursing Home and Salvation Army 
Angel Drive is upon us.  Very soon we will be posting available 
angels on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board for those individuals 
or groups interested in sponsoring an angel this Christmas sea-
son.  Be sure when signing up that you mark the angel’s code 
and your phone number in the columns by your name.  Do not 
forget to pay attention to deadlines and any instructions on the 
different sign up sheets.  It is very important to attach the an-
gel’s code to the gifts when returning them to the church office.  
Thanks for sharing the love of Christ with others! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
7:30/8:30 CDO  
9:00 Staff Mtg 
9:30 Wives/Moms 
        Prayer Group 

2 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 
6:00 Student Ministry 
6:30 FBC Kids 
6:30 Adult GROW Grp 
        Ladies GROW Grp 

3 
7:30/8:30 CDO  
9:00 FBI Class  
6:00 Primetimers 

4 5 

 

6 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Holiday Basket 
     Items  
     Due in 
  Youth Rm 
 

9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 Collectibles SS 
       Class Repeat 

7 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 
 
 
     Gingerbread  
       House Kit  
   Signup Deadline 

8 
7:30/8:30 CDO 
       Wear Red Day  
9:00 Staff Mtg 
9:30 Wives/Moms 
        Prayer Group 
 

9 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 
6:00 Student Ministry 
6:30 FBC Kids 
6:30 Adult GROW Grp 
        Men’s GROW Grp 

10 
7:30/8:30 CDO  
9:00 FBI Last Class  
6:00 Primetimers 

11 12 

13 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
        CDO Sings 
5:00 Collectibles SS 
       Class Repeat 
5:30 Gingerbread  
        House Pick Up  
        Drive Thru 
        6:00 Deacons 

14 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 

15 
7:30/8:30 CDO  
9:00 Staff Mtg 
9:30 Wives/Moms 
        Prayer Group 

16 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 
 
        No Wed Pm 
          Activities 
(Youth & Kids Online) 

17 
7:30/8:30 CDO  
  Christmas Party Day 
9:00 FBI Test Class  
1:00 CDO Early  
        Dismissal 
6:00 Primetimers 

18 19 

20 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 Collectibles SS 
       Class Repeat 

21 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 

22 23 
4:00 Deadline to  
        Pick Up  
        Christmas Eve  
        Home Service  
        Kit 
 
        No Wed Pm 
          Activities 
 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Online Service 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
        Christmas  
              Day 

26 

27 
11:00 Combined 
          Worship — No 
          Wiggle Worms 
          or Nursery 
 

28 
9:00 Sew ‘n Sews 
9:00 Golden Girls 
        Exercise Group 

29 30 
 
 
 
        No Wed Pm 
          Activities 

31 
6:00 Primetimers 

  

    December 2020 
 

Office Closed 

Week of Prayer for International Miss ions & the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering:  December 13—20 

 

 
  

Faith Bible  

Institute  
 

Spring Semester 

Class Information 

Coming Soon 


