First Family News
Properly Directed Urgency
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.” –Matthew 6:33
“This is the most important election in American history!” Ever
since I’ve been able to vote, (2004 was the first election in which I remember voting) it seems like the people in the political know have been
breathlessly proclaiming that line in an effort to rally their bases to the
polls. Either it’s true that each national election sets a new record for its
relative level of importance, or maybe just maybe some folks might be
over-exaggerating a little. Is it really logical to consider the midterm
elections of 2018 as more important than the presidential elections that
took place during the Civil War and/or both World Wars? Is our political
and social climate really more urgent today than it was after the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.? I’m not arguing that the issues of our day are not incredibly important because they
certainly are. I just wonder if, in our day of 24/7 news and information
being constantly accessible to the masses, we might be capable of
blowing things out of proportion . . . even in the church.
Let me join the deafening chorus encouraging you to get out and
vote on November 6th. Your voice is part of what makes our republic
so meaningful. The idea that each and every American citizen has the
opportunity to play a part in the overall direction of our country’s future
is still an amazing and celebration-worthy thing. Not
only that, but as followers of Jesus, we have an opportunity to apply Christian principles to the way our country
is governed when we cast our ballots. I believe we also
have a responsibility to subject our thoughts and desires
to the lordship of Christ and cast our votes accordingly.
As we vote, we ought to thank God that we live in a
country where we are afforded such freedoms. Then
we ought to go home and pray for our country and its
future. We can pray that God would fill the positions of
power in our country with the people of his choosing,
and that he would use those who win the available
seats according to his good and perfect will.
But then, after the voting is over and the spots are
filled, life goes on. Whether or not the individuals you
vote for win, you still have to get up on Wednesday Nov.
7th, go to work, care for your family, pay your taxes, etc.
More importantly, the mission of Jesus Christ doesn’t
change based on what happens in American politics,
and therein lies the danger of us over-exaggerating the
importance of this election. When we elevate politics to
the most important element in our world, we also devalue
the mission of Christ. It is as if we have forgotten that our
security lies not in the American government but in the
God, who has, through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus,

guaranteed us an abundant life today and an eternal life in the beyond.
Let me ask you to examine yourself on this issue and ask yourself a difficult question. Over the last several weeks and months have
you given more of your focus to the kingdom of the earth than you
have to the kingdom of heaven? To put it more directly, have you
been more concerned with how you’re going to cast your vote than
you have been with how you’re going to represent your Savior? If
your focus has been more on political power than the Gospel, perhaps
it’s time to turn off the cable news, hit your knees in prayer, and repent. America doesn’t need our vote as much as it needs our witness.
And when we forget that, we become a political interest group, not the
church of Jesus Christ.
So take a deep breath. This election is important. You should
vote, and you should vote as God leads you. Still, no political issue
will ever rise to the same level of importance as the Gospel of Jesus.
Remember where your true hope and future lie. Do not grow lackadaisical if your political choices win, and do not despair if they lose.
Instead, realize that God is sovereign, and everything that happens
only happens if he allows it. Pray hard for Tuesday November 6th.
And then, on Wednesday, November 7th, get up and go to work . . . in
Jesus’ name.

A community coming together to offer up
thanksgiving and praise to our Lord.
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Clearly Seen, No Excuses . . . After hot,
dry summer months and countless prayers
for rain, we have had those prayers answered in abundance the last few weeks, so
much that many have surely begged for an
end to the rain for which we had so long
prayed. It seems we are never satisfied
NOTES with the weather. I’m reminded of a poem
my dad used to quote when, as a child, I
demonstrated my own fickleness about the heat and cold:
As a rule, man’s a fool, when it’s hot, he wants it cool;
When it’s cool, he wants it hot, always wanting what it’s not.
Of course we are better served to simply take note of the
magnificence of God in all that He has made, and that fact that He
even takes note of us as mere specks in the vastness of His creation. Perhaps recalling the clear skies above him as a young
shepherd boy, the psalmist David put it this way:
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars which You have set in
place, what is man that You are mindful of Him?
(Psalm 8:3-4)

The hymn writer of “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” put it in these
majestic words:
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
The changing seasons and all else He has created reveal the Father to us.
Indeed, when we take even a casual glance at all that God
has created, we cannot fail to note His unfathomable greatness!
Paul’s words indicate that there is so much evidence of God in
creation that a failure to believe is inexcusable.
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from what
has been made, so that men are without excuse.
(Romans 1:20)

Hot and dry or cold an wet, may every aspect of creation
cause us to join with the psalmist in saying, “O Lord, our Lord, how
majestic is Your name in all the earth!”

With Thanksgiving right around
the corner, I have been reflecting
on the many ways God has
blessed our youth group over the
past several months. I am thankful
that God continues to draw students from our community to come
and be a part of what He is doing here at FBC Student Ministry. I am
thrilled to see students grow in their love for Jesus and His word, and
shine His love into the lives of their friends and families. I am thankful
for the volunteers who give their time and energy to serve our students, week after week on Sundays and Wednesdays. Furthermore,
our youth group is incredibly blessed to have a church staff that not
only serves their specific area of ministry so faithfully, but also gives
their time to love and care for our students in a way that is truly impactful. I am thankful for those who see the needs within our church,
and meet them, for God's glory. It is a joy to be surrounded by a
church family who loves and supports others, and it is my prayer that
our students will emulate such faithfulness in their own lives.
It is my honor to equip students to love and serve others within
this church family and beyond, in the ways that they have been loved
and served, and for that I am thankful.
"Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father." - Colossians 3:16-17

Daniel
Preston
Bacon and
Pancakes Night
For Youth Only
Friday Night, November 2nd
following the
Zebra Football Game
Food and Fun ‘til Midnight
in the Ol’ Elementary Gym

Bill
NOVEMBER DEACONS ON CALL

GIVE: TIME @ TALENT @ TREASURE
Stewardship Sunday, November 18

04
11
18
25

Greg Firebaugh ........................................ 214-212-6328
Erin Jenkins .............................................. 817-201-3479
Wally Pippin .............................................. 817-648-8342
David Quisenberry .................................... 817-825-6322
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From the
Children’s Director
It’s time for November!
Thank you everyone for helping make Fall Festival Possible!
I want to say thank you to all the teachers and workers that
serve in our Children’s Ministry! Our Sunday School teachers,
Wednesday night teachers, and preschool volunteers give up “adult
time” to be with the kids and share the Word of God with them each
week! These people are helping to shape the next generation of
church leaders. The work they do is invaluable! Thank you, guys! I
can’t say that enough!
This month’s Parents Night Out is on Saturday the 10th. Please
let us know your child is coming by 4pm on Wednesday the 7th .
Remember to bring your child dinner! If you would like to help with
Parent’s Night Out, please let Julie or me know!
Don’t forget that Thanksgiving week (November 21) we will not
have our regularly scheduled Wed PM Activities! Enjoy the time with
your family! “And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20
Parents, November is a great month to talk with your kids about
what you are thankful for and about being thankful for the gift God
gave us in Jesus! This will open up doors to talk to them about salvation! A fun thanksgiving project for younger kids would be to make an
“I’m Thankful Turkey.” Make a turkey with the child’s hand and have
him/her add “feathers”. You can write what the child is thankful for on
each feather! It will be a reminder to be thankful for the whole month!
For older kids you might consider volunteering in a soup kitchen
around Thanksgiving! This can be such a rewarding experience for
kids, as well as the people they meet! You might also ask your kids
to write down something they are thankful for each day of November
and then read all of them on Thanksgiving Day! Just some ideas!
I hope that you find things to be thankful for all month long!
Write some of them down, you may be thankful you did! Enjoy your
family!

Ms. Amy

Saturday, November 10th, 5pm—9pm

It’s hard to believe 2018 is almost gone. We only have 12½ more
days of CDO this year. Crazy! We have had such fun so far!
Thank you, parents, for helping make our fall carnival and fall
parties such fun for our kids! I hope that you enjoyed them too.
This month we have more fun stuff happening! On November
27th, we will celebrate our color of the month. Brown! It is such a nice
fall color!! Help us out on the 27th by wearing Brown all day.
Cookies with Grandparents will be on November 6th at 2:30pm!
We will have cookies and lemonade and a special time for grandparents to be with the kids. Hope you will join us!
But wait . . . there is more fun to be had in November!! We will
host our annual Thanksgiving feast on the 15th at 11am! Parents or
grandparents are invited to come and have lunch with the kids. CDO
kids eat free! For additional family members the meal cost is $5.00.
Watch for your envelope and return it to let us know if you are coming!
This is the month we most frequently show we are thankful. I just
want to say the teachers here at CDO are so valuable to our program;
without them…. well I don’t want to think what that would be like! I’m
so grateful for the time and energy they put into their job, and the way
they love our kids.
Don’t forget. We don’t have CDO on the 20th or the 22nd!! I hope
November is a wonderful month for you and your family! Find things
to be thankful for and help your preschooler find those things also!
Happy Thanksgiving!

Ms. Amy

Cookies with
Grandparents Day
Tuesday, November 6th, 2:30pm



For Ages 6 Months Up to 5th Grade

Cost: $10 First Child/$5 Each Additional Sibling
Includes childcare, activities, snack.
Bring your child’s supper.
Reservations are due in the office
BY 4pm on Wednesday, November 7th.
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Sundays -

Wednesdays -

Traditional Worship
8:30am
Sunday School
9:45am
Contemporary Worship
11:00am
Sr Adult LIFE Connect Group 5:00pm

Student Ministry
6:00pm
FBC Kids
6:30pm
Ladies/Men’s Bible Study Grps 6:30pm
Mixed Adults Bible Study Grps 6:30pm

CONNECTION

2019 Budget Proposal
In the Mail . . . Didn’t receive your copy? Pick one up in the
church office.

Have Questions . . . Budget Discussion is scheduled for
Sunday, November 4th, 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Vote . . . Without discussion on Sunday, November 11th, 6pm
during Church Conference in the Fellowship Hall.

Sunday

November 11th

Sunday School
9:45am

COMBINED Worship

FOR THE RECORD
WEEK OF:
Sep 23
SS Attendance:
180
8:30 Worship:
65
11:00 Worship:
146
Income Rec’d:
8628.78
BUDGET:
YTD Required: 424824.27
YTD Receipts: 423104.77
Wkly Required: 10892.93
Wkly Receipts:
7229.53

Address Service Requested

Sep 30
154
68
135
30011.86

Oct 07
159
76
94
11479.92

Oct 14
178
64
151
7001.51

435717.20
441845.85
10892.93
18741.08

446610.13
452980.51
10892.93
11134.66

457503.06
458431.99
10892.93
5451.48

*All online donations may or may not have been reported /included this date at newsletter print time.

11:00am

Covered Dish Lunch
12 noon
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Contemporary

What is worship?
This could seem like a little bit of a
dumb question. It’s what we do in
church, plus a little bit at home and privately, isn’t it? Most of us have “worship
habits” or ways that we think about worWORSHIP ship that occur naturally within our lives,
so we don’t think about it often. It’s possible to keep repeating
familiar and comfortable phrases and songs by rote. But what
is worship really? I think some sense of repetition is good, it
helps us to begin to be prepared to look for God’s work in all
aspects of our life.
Worship is how we express our relationship with our God. It
is our joyful, grateful, appreciative response to God’s great person and astonishing works: “Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell
of all his wonderful acts” (1 Chronicles 16:9). Worship is
praise— as acknowledging God’s greatness, shining your personal spotlight on God, lifting God up in praise. We have the
opportunity to worship God each weekend when we sing together as community. But worship doesn’t stop with the benediction
after Corey’s sermon. Worship stirs up within us throughout the
week. We can worship while at work, at school, at home, or
driving in between events.
God thought us important enough to send his Son, His
dearest treasure, on our behalf. May we praise Him for all He
has done in every aspect of our life.
Grace and Peace,

Joel
. . . Through Us

Celebrating
Birthdays

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
28
29
30

Joyce Pack
Katrini Powell, Laila Rogers
Scott Cummings, Mason Guy, Brynli
Sue Lynn Bishop, Benji Parent
Jimmy Miller, Douglas Nall, Braylen Parent
Erin Jenkins, Dorothy Wilson
Rheba Bodiford, Cameron Hyles, Sarah Wallace
Myler Lee, Charles Stoker
Delaney Chamberlain
Leslie Block, Clif Luster
Jayne Moore, Nina Sikes, Joe Smith
Alexandra Beer, Hunter Gilles
Emma Childress, David Glenn, Ellen Pearce, Miller Ray
Roy Graefe, Karah Mitchell, Rodney Morphew, Frances
Robinett
Barrett Jackson, Savannah Post, Dani Thompson
Brandon Braymer, Cody Bush, Sue Vaughan
Clint Nall
Re’onna Carter, Meritt Stanford, Sadie Stanford
Sally Greer
Jessie Anderson, Selina Gilliland, Evelyn Grant, Katherine
Grant
Jonathan Boughton, Nate Guy, Gary Nunn, Jordan Perrin,
Kevin Russell
Michelle Martinez
Marlee Caudle, Tracey Glenn, Kim Hanna, Michael Pack,
Melva Sue Swain
Bart Basham, Don Prater, Natalie Rogers, Robert Stewart
Natalie Ricke, Samantha Roper
Leo Ducommun, Graylyn Rose, Dylan Shane
Garrett Gilliland
Mia Meehan, Marci Odneal, Jackson Schlegel
Please report any corrections to the church office.

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Drive
Deadline: Friday, November 9th
Church Goal: 150
Help bring the love of Christ to needy children throughout world by filling a shoebox with small gifts for
a boy or girl. It gives them a way to experience that love through your specially packed shoebox and by hearing the Gospel. Interested in making a difference in the life of a child? Check out the Operation Christmas Child displays throughout the church for informative brochures. Plastic shoebox size containers are available for your use. Be sure to read the “How to Pack Your Shoebox” pamphlet. It contains new information regarding acceptable gifts. No time to shop? Consider a contribution towards shipping costs.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

Attn: Men & Youth Guys!
Interested in helping on
the Ladies Tea Waitstaff
on Dec 1st? Call Wally at
817-648-8342.

4

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
2:00 GV Nursing Home
5:00 Sr A Life Grp
6:00 FBI Class
6:00 Budget
Discussion

5

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

Fri

2

5:55 Primetimers
Weiner Roast @ K Pipes

Sat

3

Youth

Bacon & Pancakes Night
Following Zebra
Football Game

6

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg
2:30 CDO Cookies
w/Grandparents

7

4:00 PNO Reservations
Due
6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Youth Movie Night
6:30 FBC Kids
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study

8

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

Move clocks back
1 hour before bed

9

10

5:00-9:00 Parents
Night Out

Right Now Conference

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:30 Deacons Mtg
9:00 Choir Rehearsal
9:00 Prayer Time
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 COMBINED
Worship
12:00 Cov Dish Lunch
3:00 Nash Shower
5:00 Sr A Life Grp
6:00 Church Conf—
Budget Vote
6:00 FBI Class

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
5:00 Sr A Life Grp
6:00 FBI Class
6:00 Community
Thanksgiving Service
Here at FBC

25

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
5:00 Sr A Life Grp
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg

9:00 Staff Mtg

6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Youth
6:30 FBC Kids
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 B/F Committee

7:30/8:30 CDO
11:00 CDO
Thanksgiving
Feast Day
5:00 Primetimers

No
Wed PM Activities

Church office will be closed.

Worship Committee decorating Sanctuary.

26

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

27

7:30/8:30 CDO
Wear BROWN Day
9:00 Staff Mtg

28

6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Youth
6:30 FBC Kids
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study

29

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

30

9:45 Homeless Min
COOKS Depart
10:15 Homeless Min
SERVERS Depart
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PRIMETIMERS FALL GATHERING:
Annual Weiner

Roast

Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to
Nancy Peabody and family on the loss of her sister, Yolanda.
Shannon McClure and family on the loss of her father.

Joe Dan Harris
Barbara Powell
David and Paula Quisenberry

NC
NC

Nancy Mason
Tom and Sharon Brock
Barbara Powell
David and Paula Quisenberry

FFF
NC
NC

Lois Peabody
Jarred and Nancy Peabody

Friday, November 2nd, 5:55pm
(Weather Permitting)

’

College

Memorials not listed above will be posted next month.
BF Building Fund
BN Benevolence Fund
BTSF Back to School Fair
CDO Children’s Day Out
CDO Sch Children’s Day
Out Scholarship Fund
CCF Children Camp Fund
CM Children Ministry

CF Choir Fund
FFF Funeral Food Fund
GF General Fund
HM Homeless Ministry
IM International Missions
KF Kitchen Fund
LF Library Fund
MF Memorial Fund

MisF Missions Fund
MTF Mission Trip
MusF Music Fund
NC New Construction
OO Overcoming Obstacles
SSF Sew ‘n Sews Fund
YCS Youth Camp Scholarship
YF Youth Fund

Holiday

—

‘
November 21st: No Wed PM Activities
November 22nd—23rd:
Church office closed.

