First Family News
Dead or Alive
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved.” – Ephesians 2:4-5
We were dead. Paul doesn’t pull any punches in his letter to
the Ephesians. His words in chapter 2 have become some of the
most well-known about the nature of grace. Grace is the unearned
favor of God given to us through the person and sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. To give us a metaphor for just how unearned God’s favor
towards us is, Paul states the matter boldly. Without Christ, we are
dead. We are wholly under the power of our sin, and sin of course
leads to destruction.
Paul didn’t write that without Christ we were sick and in need of
an antidote, nor did he merely state that we were weak and needed
someone to give us strength and/or help us along the way. He
doesn’t use clichés to contend that we were at the end of our rope,
the bottom of our barrel, or hanging by a thread. No, when left to
our own devices we’ve lost our grip on the rope altogether,
the bottom fell out of the barrel, and the thread just
snapped. There’s no hope for us in Paul’s metaphor. We
are dead in sin. And without a miracle, we stay that way.
Dead people can’t heal themselves. Dead people can’t
pull themselves up by their own bootstraps or get their acts
together. Dead people can’t adopt a new lifestyle with
new habits in order to suddenly become alive. There’s no
self-help mantra that can fix dead. Dead is dead.
We need to understand the death of which Paul
speaks if we are to truly appreciate the life we have with
Christ. The situation seems bleak that our starting point in
the story of our salvation is death, but that bleakness is a
mirage because while we were dead in our sin, Christ
chose to give us life, an utterly free gift. Of course the
grace of Jesus is unearned, for how in the world could a
dead person earn anything?! And if we haven’t earned
the gift, we can’t exactly “unearn” it either. We can’t sin
our way out of a gift we never deserved in the first place.
We were dead, but Christ has made us alive!
And if that truth doesn’t spin our heads enough…
Christ made us alive through his own death! He leveraged death, the greatest enemy of humankind in existence, so that he might defeat death. This, of course, is
the truth we celebrate this Easter season. A God who is
the author of life itself chose death to give us life. Consider the bizarre beauty! Our God is the great “I am.” He is

the God who has always existed and will continue to do so for eternity. Death has no power over the Creator of life. God had no
need to experience death, but he chose to do just that. Why?
Because he loved the world so deeply that he was willing to give
himself to all of us while we were in the seemingly unbreakable
grips of death and sin. We had no hope, and He had no obligation
to save us. BUT HE DID! May we rejoice in such truth this Easter!
Child of God, as you go through the Easter story this year, be
amazed. Allow yourself to hear the resurrection story as it is meant
to be told. Jesus coming back to life after being dead for three
days is a miracle that the world never saw before and hasn’t seen
since. That miracle has been extended to us. We too can be resurrected from death to life. Christ has done all the work. There’s
no standard for us to meet or list of requirements for us to keep.
We didn’t earn the gift, and we can’t lose the gift. We can accept
the gift. We can choose to live in Christ. This is good news. We
were dead, BUT God has made us alive in Christ. Delight in this
mystery! Be awed by what God has done! Happy Easter!
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It’s True . . . One of the great proofs of
the truth of scripture is the fact that the
heroes of our faith are shown to us “warts
and all.” If we were assigned the task of
putting our own lives on the printed page,
we would likely paint ourselves with a generous, if somewhat inaccurate, brush. It
NOTES would be so tempting to highlight for our
finest moments while glossing over those
times when we were clearly not at our best.
Not so with those who were inspired to write God’s Word.
In the Old Testament we read accounts of the “lowlights” of the
lives of men like Abraham, Moses, and David clearly depicted
for us. In the New Testament we find James and John requesting special favors from the Lord in the context of His object lesson on humility, Simon Peter denying even knowing the Lord,
Thomas (and the others, to be truthful) doubting reports of the
Resurrection, and even the Apostle Paul acknowledging that he
was “chief of sinners.” As unflattering as these truths are in
describing our heroes, they are just that—truth. This is what we
should expect since God Himself inspired their writings. For this
reason and many others, we can rely on the truth of the Easter
story.
On multiple occasions Jesus sought to clearly convey to
His disciples His coming death and Resurrection, but His words
fell on deaf ears. Concerning His death, they didn’t want to believe it; concerning His Resurrection, they couldn’t believe it.
Once Jesus’ predictions of His death proved true, we might
hope the disciples would remember His predictions of His Resurrection as well and be encouraged with that hope. It was not
so. Their despair was heart-wrenching.
On this side of the empty tomb, we have the advantage of
history. We know what happened, and we look forward to celebrating this great event on Easter Sunday, April 21. Still, though
we cannot “forget” the Resurrection, we seek to experience
something of the first disciples’ grief when we meet for our
“Service of Shadows” on April 17, the Wednesday before Easter. Plan to join us for these two contrasting services that take
us back to the most significant week in history and its continuing
impact on our lives today!

Bill
APRIL DEACONS ON CALL
07 Wally Pippin .............................................. 817-648-8342
14 David Quisenberry .................................... 817-825-6322
21 Brad Quisenberry ..................................... 817-825-6321
28 Robbie Mayse........................................... 254-231-1431

I praise God for the ways He continues to move within the lives of our Student Ministry. It is my prayer that as we
approach the celebration of Easter that
hearts will be filled with joy as we remember what our Lord Jesus did for us
on Calvary and what He is currently doing today to make us come alive in our
hearts and in our church, just as He is alive!
This summer our students will be going to summer camp at
Latham Springs, which will take place July 1st through the 5th. The
cost per camper is $195, with the full deposits being due by May 1st.
On April 7th we will host a lunch and baked good auction in the Fellowship Hall, immediately following Connection Sunday services. The
proceeds from the auction will go to help raise funds for students to
attend camp! Our students benefit greatly from the gifts and scholarships from our church family, and I can personally attest to their gratitude for helping get them to a wonderful week at camp. I am blessed
to serve at a church who shows such love and dedication to our students and children. As always, I am grateful for our church!
On Wednesday nights during April we are continuing to look at the
lives of the Patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Here are men who
learned that they could trust God even when they didn't have all the
answers as to what their lives had in store for them. My prayer is that
as we study these men that we too will grow in our trust for the Lord.
Having a teenager in the home is an exciting time! It can also
be difficult at times. I want to personally say that not only am I here for
the students of our church and community, but also for their parents.
If there is ever any way that I can serve or encourage you, I would
love to have the opportunity to do so. Whether it's lifting up a particular prayer request to the Father, or talking about ways to best minister
to your student, my wife Julia and I Preston
are here for your family!
Keep shining for Jesus!

Daniel

COMING
Youth Luncheon/Baked Goods Auction Fundraiser, April 7th
Feed the Homeless, Saturday, April 20th, 10:15am
Latham Springs Rescue Camp, July 1st—5th
Camp $195 fee due Wednesday, May 1st
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From the
Children’s Director
Hello April! Wow, time flies! I have a tally of the days and there
doesn’t seem to be too many more before summer gets here!
On that note! I am already planning Vacation Bible School!!! I
love VBS. It is one of the most fun ways to teach kids about the Bible
and the love of Christ. The best part is that we have opportunities we
might not have any other time of the year. If you are interested in
helping with VBS, let me know. Trust me. There’s a place for you!!
The dates are June 23-27. Also, we will have a VBS worker meeting
April 28th at 4pm in the Fellowship Hall. Come join us for an amazing
time to learn about VBS 2019!!!!
Reminder for kids’ 3rd- 5th grade!!! Camp will be here before you
know it. We are going back to Riverbend Retreat Center in Glen Rose.
The theme is “UNDERCOVER.” It’s going to be great!!! Have questions? Come and see me! The cost is $200. The dates are July 11-15.
On the 12th we have Parent’s Night Out. Tell us by Wednesday,
April 10th at 4pm if your kids are coming! The cost is $10 for the first
child and $5 for each additional child. Also, youth planning to go to
camp: If you would like to earn some money to go towards camp, let
Julie or me know you would like to help with PNO!
April 13th, a communitywide egg hunt will be at Grace Baptist at
11:30am! All are welcome to attend! If you would like to help us
collect filled eggs, there will be collection bins around the church.
April 17th, we will have our Service of Shadows to help us look
forward to Easter! All of our kids K—5th grade will attend this service.
April 21st is Easter Sunday. Invite someone to church with you!
If your child is participating in an event of any kind, please let me
know. I would love to come and support them!
Blessings!

Can you believe we only have 15 ½ days of CDO left this year?
The 9th of April we will all wear yellow to celebrate our color of
the month.
April 18th, we will have our CDO egg hunt and class parties.
Please check with your child’s teacher about their party and what
they plan to do.
We have had to reschedule our Ninja Day this year to the 25th of
April. Jared Greer will be competing in American Ninja Warrior again
this year. His run date ended up being on the original date of our
Ninja day, and we wanted to still be able to have our day here because the kids love it! If you would like to send $5 with your child,
Jared does sell bandanas to help support the Overcoming Obstacles
Ministry he does. The kids will be working with Jared for the morning
doing Ninja activities and having a great time doing it!
You should be getting your 2019-2020 packets to register for the
fall! Please get those turned in quickly to reserve your spot!
We have had such a great year so far. I can’t believe it is coming to a close. We have such great teachers. I’m thankful for each of
them and all the work that they do! I am so blessed to be here working with your kids. I just love them!

Ms. Amy

Wear Yellow Day
Tuesday, April 9th!!

Ms. Amy
Saturday, April 13th
11:30am-1:00pm
Grace Baptist Church

Don’t forget your camera and baskets!

Is Back!

Worker Meeting

Friday, April 12th, 6pm to 10pm
Ages 6 Months Up to 5th Grade
Cost: $10 First Child
$5 Each Additional Sibling

Sunday, April 28th

Reservations are due in the office no later than 4pm on April 10th.

Vacation Bible
School

First Baptist Church
PO Box 454
Grandview, Texas 76050
(817) 866-4430
www.gvfbc.org / gvfbc@windstream.net
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Daniel Johnson, Minister of Students
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Amy Curry, Children’s Ministry Director
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Address Service Requested

Does the church office have
your correct contact information?
Have you changed from a land
line phone to a cell phone, from
using a PO Box to your physical
address or vice versa, changed your email address or got an
email address, etc.? Be sure to contact Sharon at 817-8664430 or gvfbc@windstream.net with any updates in your
contact information. Help us stay connected with you!

CONNECTION SUNDAY
April 7th
Week of Prayer: April 14th—21st

Church Goal: $2000

FOR THE RECORD
WEEK OF:
SS Attendance:
8:30 Worship:
11:00 Worship:
Income Rec’d:
BUDGET:
YTD Required:
YTD Receipts:
Wkly Required:
Wkly Receipts:

Feb 24
163
84
136
13019.53

Mar 03
143
62
147
61850.06

Mar 10
132
61
108
11629.90

Mar 17*
150
63
122
7469.93

93783.60
86329.02
11722.95
11301.44

105506.55
97454.68
11722.95
11125.66

117229.50
107801.76
11722.95
10347.08

128952.45
115255.00
11722.95
7453.24*

*All online donations may or may not have been reported /included this date at newsletter print time.

Sunday School, 9:45am
COMBINED Worship, 11:00am
Youth Camp
Lunch/Baked Goods
Auction Fundraiser*
12 noon
*Food item
donations
accepted for
the auction!
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Insert
One of my favorite authors, who I talk
about way too often, is Wendell Berry. Berry is a farmer that writes fiction and nonfiction. He talks about all aspects of life in a
way that is both challenging and convicting.
In his poem entitled “The Broken Ground”
Berry says this,

. . . the breaking
through which the new
comes, perching
above its shadow
on the piling up
darkened broken old
husks of itself:
bud opening to flower
opening to fruit opening
to the sweet marrow
of the seed . . .
The cyclic work of Creation tells a beautiful story of death and resurrection. Something that I think about each Spring. Old plants die and
provide necessary nutrients to the soil. The topsoil, when properly cared
for, becomes the home for the plants the ultimately bear fruit. This poem
begins with a very solemn theme. Berry tells of the necessity of the new
plant breaking through the remnants of its past. The new Creation grows
out of the past toil and death. This Creation is awakened to a new fruit.
Romans 6 talks about a similar cycle of growth,
“For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no
longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set
free from sin . . . So you also must consider yourselves dead
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
As Christians, we are buried with Christ in our sin and given new
hope and new life through His death. This scripture passages calls us
to break through our past sinfulness and bear fruit in our own lives.
As we continue to reflect on Creation and God’s work within it, we
cannot ignore His work in our lives. Jesus’ sacrifice invades the brokenness of our lives to provide great hope and assurance. This month
let’s take time to rejoice in the work of Jesus that we are gifted to daily
live into. Bear fruit and celebrate in the work of Jesus.

Joel

Lord’s Supper
Sunday
April 14th
Both Services
8:30am & 11am

Celebrating
Birthdays

02 Brighton Blackwell, Brittain Blackwell, Suzanne Pierce
03 Wesley Johnson, Brittny Lee, Lynn Nall, Blaine Scharnhorst,
Mark Shane, Cindy Smith
04 Alan Hale, Kenadee Shelton, Kathrine Stewart
05 Juan Martinez, Ella Summerhill
06 Lillian Nall
07 Tamie Barron, Tom Clynch, Rebekah Hale, Barbara Powell
08 Ja’Kobee Crownover, Coltyn Eason, William Harlow
09 Coy Emery
10 Jama Derting, Tanner Webb
11 Jack Baker, Trinity Watts
12 Cooper Gray
13 Hanna Hudson, John Kharrazi, Jan Moran
14 Bennie Bridge, Dean Siratt
16 Peggy Lyle
17 Carman Bruner, Earnest Crownover III, Shelby East
18 Rita Basham, Sue Ellen Hale, Christie Jenkins, Ada Rhodes,
Waylon Terry
20 Stephanie Laird, Wally Pippin
21 Paige Goodman, Jarrod Peabody
22 Kyndal Clendennen, Alexcis Firebaugh, Hunter Stagner
23 Canon Cornutt
25 Britny Harlow
27 Corey Cornutt, Alexis Galvan, Kylee Grissam, Karen Smith,
Ezra Wallace
28 Kory Davis, Micah Greer, Jackie McSwain, Tanya Miller,
Amy Quisenberry, David Quisenberry
29 Tave Doty, Katie Gray, Tamie Hudson, Curtis Knowles
Please report any corrections to the church office.

New Bible Study

Opportunity

Experiencing GOD
Led by
Mark Shane
Need to dig deeper into knowing and doing the will of God?
This is the Bible study for you. It will be held Sunday evenings in the
Fellowship Hall at 6pm beginning Sunday, April 14th. The Bible
study book cost is $16. Sign up today through the church office.
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Sun

Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Choir Rehearsal
9:00 Prayer Time
9:45 Sun AM GROW Grps
11:00 Combined Worship
12:00 Youth F/R Lunch
and Dessert Auction
2:00 GV Nursing Home
4:00 Sr A GROW Grp
4:00 Financial Peace Cl
6:00 FBI Class

Lord’s Supper

Tue

7:30 Deacons Mtg
7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:00 Worship Com Mtg
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sun AM GROW Grps
11:00 Worship-Kids
Palm Processional
4:00 Sr A GROW Grp
4:00 Financial Peace Cl
6:00 FBI Class
6:00 Experiencing God

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

Names of
Graduates Due

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Wives Prayer
Mtg
9:00 Staff Mtg
10:00 Moms Prayer
Mtg

7:30/8:30 CDO
Wear Yellow Day
9:00 Wives Prayer
Mtg
9:00 Staff Mtg
10:00 Moms Prayer
Mtg

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Wives Prayer
Mtg
9:00 Staff Mtg
10:00 Moms Prayer
Mtg

6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Student Ministry
6:30

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 FBI Class
5:00 Primetimers

7:30/8:30 CDO—
Egg Hunt and
Easter Parties
9:00 FBI Class
5:00 Primetimers

6:00-10:00 Parents
Night Out

11:30 Community
Easter Egg
Celebration
at Grace
Baptist
Church

10:15 Homeless
Ministry
Servers Depart

Week of Prayer for North American Missions and the Annie Armstrong Missions Offering: April 14-21

22

23

28

29

30

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sun AM GROW Grps
11:00 Worship
4:00 Sr A GROW Grp
4:00 VBS Mtg
6:00 FBI Class
6:00 Experiencing God

4:00 PNO Reservations
Due
6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Student Ministry
6:30 FBC Kids
6:30 Adult GROW Grps
Ladies GROW Grp
Men’s GROW Grp

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 FBI Class
5:00 Primetimers

Church Office Closed

21

7:00 Sunrise Service
at Meinen Lake
7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:00 Churchwide
Brunch
9:45 Sun AM GROW Grps
11:00 Worship

6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Student Ministry
6:30 FBC Kids
6:30 Adult GROW Grps
Ladies GROW Grp
Men’s GROW Grp
7:30 Nominating
Com Mtg

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
12:00 Primetimers
Hamburger
Cookout
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Wives Prayer
Mtg
9:00 Staff Mtg
10:00 Moms Prayer
Mtg

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Wives Prayer
Mtg
9:00 Staff Mtg
10:00 Moms Prayer
Mtg

24

6:00 Wed Supper
6:00 Student Ministry
6:30 FBC Kids
6:30 Adult GROW Grps
Ladies GROW Grp
Men’s GROW Grp
7:30 B/F Mtg

25

7:30/8:30 CDO—
Ninja Day
9:00 FBI Class
5:00 Primetimers

26

27

Daniel Johnson
Apr 2 1 Yr
Barbara Taylor
Apr 2 3 Yrs
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Easter Eggs/Food Needed
By Baptism—Gracie Caviness

By Letter—Ronny & Terri Collins

Our Christian love and sympathy are
extended to:
Chris Rankin & family on the loss
of his uncle.

To help with the Community Easter Egg Hunt/Celebration, we
are collecting candy/prize filled plastic eggs through April 7th.
Collection containers will be in the hallway for the convenience of
those wishing to donate. Grace Baptist is also accepting covered
dish food items for the luncheon during the celebration on April
13th. Deliver the food items directly to Grace on the 13th by
11:30am. Questions? Call Rebecca Hackbart at 817-727-0133.

Brenda White & family on the loss of her mother, Norma Mears.

Yolanda Alvarado
Jarrod & Nancy Peabody
Marilyn Bohannan
Ada Rhodes
Bill & Peggy Lyle
Dr. Rex Maddox & Monte Maddox
Tom & Candy Clynch
David & LeAnne Self
Marcia Tackett
Shelly Caldwell
Ada Rhodes

College
NC
NC
GF
MisF
NC
MisF
NC

Kenneth Cox
Ada Rhodes
Bill and Peggy Lyle

NC
MisF

Mary Harrell
Collectibles Sunday School Class

MisF

Lois Peabody
Jarrod and Nancy Peabody

Can you believe it? The 2019 graduation exercises are
upon us. The church office is compiling a list of our graduates .
. . both high school and college/university. To be sure we do
not leave anyone out, please notify Sharon in the church office
by April 15th of any FBC high school graduates not attending
Grandview ISD or any FBC college/university graduates.

Come Feed the Homeless!
On Saturday, April 20th, you are welcome to come help us
feed the homeless at Unity Park in Fort Worth. Just meet in the
Missions Building parking lot at 10:15am ready to load up the
church bus. Have questions about this outreach ministry? See
Corey Cornutt or David Self.

College

PRIMETIMERS
COOKOUT

Bonnie Guede and Naomi Etheredge
Cindy Brown
BF Building Fund
BN Benevolence Fund
BTSF Back to School Fair
CDO Children’s Day Out
CDO Sch Children’s Day
Out Scholarship Fund
CCF Children Camp Fund
CM Children Ministry

CF Choir Fund
FFF Funeral Food Fund
GF General Fund
HM Homeless Ministry
IM International Missions
KF Kitchen Fund
LF Library Fund
MF Memorial Fund

CM
MisF Missions Fund
MTF Mission Trip
MusF Music Fund
NC New Construction
OO Overcoming Obstacles
SSF Sew ‘n Sews Fund
YCS Youth Camp Scholarship
YF Youth Fund

Monday, April 22nd
12 Noon

FBC Fellowship Hall
Hamburgers/drinks provided. Sign up to bring a side.

