First Family News
Not Pictured
“Who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of
a servant, being born in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:6-7

pictured” in the nativity yearbook.
There are Simeon and Anna, elderly followers of God who were
able to see in Jesus what they had been waiting their whole lives to see,
the hope of Israel and the world. There are Zechariah and Elizabeth
who had their faith stretched as they gave birth in their old age to John
the Baptist, a relative and forerunner to Jesus. There are the generations of ancestors that show direct descent form King David to Jesus.
The negative characters are there as well, like Herod and his tyrannical
massacre at Bethlehem. Good and bad, one misses the full view of
what happened on the first Christmas if we ignore those who ended up
as “not pictured.”
The role that the “not pictured” play in the Christmas story is only
fitting. Christmas tells us that not only did God become man, but that he
became a humble man, born as the son of a carpenter. Born a helpless
infant, this carpenter’s son who belonged to an obscure and weak people group would eventually be seen as the Savior of the world, the King
of Kings. God has a habit of using the foolishness of the world to show
his infinite wisdom, of using the most unexpected sources to tell his
grand story. Christmas tells us that even when the world leaves us out .
. . when we are treated as the “not pictured” that God still has a plan for
us, one bigger than we could ever imagine. We get to be a part of this
greatest story ever told, and no matter how small a role we play, the King
of the Universe will remember our names and call them again in eternity.
The God who shows up in the Christmas story is the God of the “not
pictured.” Join us on Sundays all this month as we celebrate the season
of Advent by looking at some of the Christmas characters that belong to
the “not pictured.”

It’s picture day at school. All the little boys and girls have come
wearing and looking their best. Teachers and photographers are nearby
with combs and Kleenexes to make any last-minute adjustments before
the little ones step in front of the camera with the obligatory generic background hanging behind them. The professional photographers do their
work, sell mom and dad on the packet with the 5 extra wallet size prints,
and ensure that the school has the pictures they need to help them produce that great annual piece of scholastic art known as the yearbook.
Cheryl and I still have some of our old High School yearbooks at
home. Our school’s yearbook was called “The Pibroch.” To this day, I’m
still not sure what that word even means. I just know that my yearbook,
like many of yours, contains pictures of many of my old friends, classmates, and teachers along with a few notes in the front and back covers.
Every now and then, we’ll get out one of the yearbooks to reminisce. My
favorite picture is in the “Who’s Who” section of my Senior yearbook in
which both Cheryl and I were voted “Most Humorous.” In the picture, I
am holding Cheryl in my arms, and we both appear to be genuinely
smiling (not one of those forced yearbook smiles). We weren’t dating
yet, but it’s pretty obvious that she had already fallen for me. I may have
liked her a little as well.
On a less fun note, within those same yearbooks we’ll occasionally
come to one of the class pages to find one of the pictures blank. Either
on or somewhere near the picture, it will have a student’s name along
with the words “not pictured.” There’s no telling what happened for a student to get such an unfortunate distinction,
but one thing is clear. Something transpired that caused
that student to get left out. Maybe he or she didn’t show for
picture day and missed the makeup day as well. Maybe
they moved into town too late for their picture to get included. Whatever happened, I can’t help but feel sorry for
those “not pictured” students. It almost feels like they
weren’t even there.
No one likes feeling left out, but history can do that to
us. Our memories fade and change over time. The most
obvious characters are always present in the retelling of old
stories, but sometimes even important characters can get
left out. Consider the story of Jesus’ birth. Every nativity
setting you see this holiday season is going to include
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. Other recurring characters you’ll
likely see are the shepherds, angels, barn animals, and the
No
wise men. All of those characters are of course important
Sunday School or
in the telling of the Christmas story, but there are many
Wiggle Worms
other individuals that play integral roles that are usually “not
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Money Matters . . . Our pastor’s recent
sermon series, “Money Matters,” has certainly been timely, given the upcoming
“shopping season.” Interestingly, the title
is one that carries a double meaning. If
you’ll pardon my getting a bit grammatical
here, the word “matters” in this context
NOTES can be either a noun or a verb. As a
noun, the title refers to the matters of
money, or things related to money. As a verb, the title refers to
the fact that money matters, that money is important. Pastors
are clever that way!
As we have heard in recent weeks, it is important that we
control money and those things related to it, and it should not
control us. We do well to remember Paul’s words to Timothy
and, over time, to you and me:
The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
—I Timothy 6:10
This passage is often misquoted. Notice Paul does not say that
money is a root of all kinds of evil; rather, the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. In other words, when money is in control, the result will surely be all kinds of evil. Elsewhere
(Romans 14:14), in the context of food, Paul indicates that he is
fully convinced that “nothing is unclean itself.” Yet, food, money, and countless other things with which we must have dealings clearly have the potential for both good and evil; it all depends upon the way in which these items are used. So then, in
regard to money matters, money matters. It is vital that we as
believers determine that the money entrusted to us is used for
good and not for evil.
A wise friend of mine from many years ago testified that he
had never seen any time of revival that did not have a very real
effect on the revived individual’s wallet. We are not authorized
to compartmentalize our lives; life is not divided into religious
and secular areas. If my relationship to Jesus does not affect
the way in which I use money (and every other area of life for
that matter), my relationship with Him is not at all what He intends.

Bill
DECEMBER DEACONS ON CALL
03 Robbie Mayse.........................................254-231-1431
10 Jeff Moore...............................................817-866-2762
17 David Quisenberry ..................................817-825-6322
24 Brad Quisenberry....................................817-825-6321
31 Kenneth Pipes ........................................817-648-6048

Merry Christmas! What a wonderful year it has been here at FBC. God
has done so many things in my life
personally this year. It has been a wild
ride hearing and accepting God's call
to full-time evangelism. So many emotions have gone on inside of me as I
have worked through this new calling from the Lord. I started being a
youth pastor in November 2005. This is what I have known since I was
18 years old. I'm glad I will still be serving youth in my new calling, but
it will be different. This Christmas and these next few months I am
going to cherish every moment with my students here. These students
are so near and dear to my heart and I am so proud of them. I have
had the privilege of watching them grow so much these last couple of
years. This is why it brings me so much joy to stay here as a member
of FBC Grandview. The relationships with the students and our adult
team are relationships I will continue to cherish. Sally and I are so glad
that our calling isn't taking us away from the church. With only three
months left in my current role here at FBC, I know God wants me to
help set up the youth ministry and the new youth pastor for success.
God has placed some things on my heart that we need to accomplish in these next few months. In Sunday School we have averaged 28 students over the past two years. The Great Commission
calls us to go and make disciples. We are called to multiply. So our
goal in Sunday School has been to double in size. The last three
months we have averaged 35 students in Sunday School. We will
keep shooting for our goal of averaging 56 students for an entire
month. I can tell our students are taking this seriously and trying to
reach out to their friends. The next thing we are focusing on is developing our student leaders. I believe the transition from me to the next
youth pastor will be successful because our student leaders are totally on board with supporting whoever God calls here next. Our stuPreston
dents have to fulfill certain requirements to join the student leadership
team. The requirements must be finished by DEC 3! We will have
around 20 students finish these rigorous requirements because they
are committed to setting the spiritual pace for the students in our student ministry. They want to lead by example by seeking the Lord, living
out their faith, and sharing His love with the world. This will be the third
year we have had a student leadership team. Each year our students
are becoming stronger leaders as individuals and as a group. The last
thing I want to accomplish in the coming months is to have a few more
adult volunteers. We have had some adults transition from serving
with the youth to serving in other areas of the church in the last year
and we need to replace those adults with people who feel called to
serve in the youth ministry. We have a good team on Sunday mornings, but we could use more help from 5:30-6:30pm on Wednesday
nights. If you are interested, please let me know.
Thanks for all your support for the student ministry and thanks for
all your support for my new calling. We feel so loved and supported
and could never have stepped into this new calling without this church
body. Please pray for our students as they finish up the semester. I
hope you have a wonderful Christmas!

Jared
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From the
Children’s Director
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!” Welcome December! I love this time of year! We have a busy schedule
planned for December!
Our FBC Children’s Ministry is hosting a float for the Christmas parade on December 9th! We would love to have your
child ride our float! We ask that you have them here at the
church at 4pm. Please have them wear some Christmas
clothes. (Nothing dressy, just Christmasy) The parade itself will
start at 4:30pm. Also, as a bonus for riding our float we will
have a $50 gift card to give away at the end of the parade!
December 8th is the last Parent’s Night Out of the year! We
are having a PJ Party! Please let the CHURCH OFFICE know if
your child is coming no later than 4pm on December 6th! We will
keep kids from 6—10pm. Remember to bring your child’s dinner!
The cost is $10 for the first child and $5 for each additional child.
Sunday school kids will be singing during the 11am worship
on December 10th. Meet at 10:45 in the choir room to warm up.
Also on December 10th we are trying something new!! We
will have a gingerbread house night! Bring the WHOLE family,
make a gingerbread house and enjoy pizza together!! I will
have all the stuff here for you to use, and all you have to do is
show up!! We will be in the Fellowship Hall at 6pm!!!
We will have our FBC Kids Christmas party on Wednesday
December 13th! We will start at 6pm and do games, snacks
and other surprises! It will be a fun night!!!
Some dates to remember: Wednesday night activities
December 20th & 27th will not meet, so enjoy time with the
family! Then Sunday morning December 24th & 31st we will
not have Sunday school and we will have a combined worship
service both Sundays at 11am!
Hope your Christmas is a wonderful time with friends and
family! It is the best time of the year because we celebrate the birth
of Christ! It is also a wonderful time to share with not just children,
but the whole family about what Jesus can do in your life!

Happy December! We are winding down our school semester at CDO. Only 4½ days left!! We have had such a fun
time this past month! Thank you everyone for coming to our
book fair! Grandparents, I hope you had a wonderful time at
Cookies with Grandparents! I also hope everyone’s Thanksgiving was excellent!
December is going to be another fun month with lots going
on! Tuesday, December 5th is Wear RED Day! On Thursday,
December 14th, we are having a cookie day! We will enjoy decorating cookies for Christmas!! Plus on Sunday, December 17th
our amazing CDO kiddos will be singing for big church in the
11:00 service! Parents, be looking for a note in your child’s folder with the details!
Can you believe that Tuesday, December 19th is our last
class day of the year?! We will have Christmas parties, so
check with your child’s teacher to find out the plan for his/her
party! Also, December 19th is an early release day . . . 1pm!!
We will have before care, but no aftercare for that day!
Merry Christmas to our teachers and our kids!! We would
be lost without all of you!!

Ms. Amy
FBC’S CHILDREN MINISTRY FLOAT
Saturday, December 9th

To ride the float come dressed
Christmasy and be ready to load
up at 4pm. Kids under 4 must
ride with a parent! GV Christmas
Parade starts at 4:30pm.

Ms. Amy
Parents Night Out
PAJAMA NIGHT!!!
Friday, December 8th, 6pm—10pm
Ages 6 months up to 5th grade
Cost: $10 1st Child/$5 Each additional sibling
Includes childcare, snack & activities
Bring your child’s supper!
Reservation Deadline: Wed, Dec 6th, 4pm

FREE FAMILY
Gingerbread
House Event
Sunday, December 10th, 6pm
Make plans now to spend special
time with your kids making your
own gingerbread house masterpiece! Plus we are serving pizza!
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Sundays -

Wednesdays -

Traditional Worship
8:30am
Sunday School
9:45am
Contemporary Worship
11:00am
Sr Adult LIFE Connect Group 5:00pm
Faith Bible Institute Class 6:00pm

Youth
FBC Kids
Adult Prayer Meeting
Ladies & Men’s Bible Studies
Mixed Adults Bible Studies

5:45pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Ladies Christmas Tea
Saturday, December 2nd, 10am
FBC Fellowship Hall
Delicious Food • Great Fellowship
Inspirational Message
Tickets still available in the church office at $12.50 each.

Week of Prayer for
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
& International Missions
December 17-24
Your Gift
TRANSFORMS LIVES
Church Goal:
$4,000.00

LET’S DECORATE COOKIES!

FOR THE RECORD
WEEK OF:
Oct 29
SS Attendance:
193
8:30 Worship:
68
11:00 Worship:
168
Income Rec’d: 10726.22

Nov 05
150
66
131
26088.74

Nov 12
177
Combined
207
10185.90

Nov 19
178
56
157
8516.75

Nov 26
229
66
175
15028.01

BUDGET:
YTD Required: 468620.68
YTD Receipts: 460581.98
Wkly Required: 10650.47
Wkly Receipts:
9528.92

479271.15
485802.05
10650.47
25220.07

489921.62
492964.36
10650.47
7162.31

500572.09
500767.13
10650.47
7802.77

511222.56
514683.23
10650.47
13916.10

Come join us on Sunday, December 3rd at 4pm for a
ladies fellowship. We will be decorating Christmas cookies.
Sarah Wallace will teach us how to make beautiful iced
sugar cookies. All skill levels are welcome . . . From first
timers to experts. Bring an apron and Christmas cheer.
Talk to Cheryl Cornutt at 325-370-5232, if you have any
questions.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2
10:00 Ladies
Christmas
Tea

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
2:00 GV Nursing Home
4:00 Cookie Decorating
5:00 Sr A Life Group
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
Wear Red Day
9:00 Staff Mtg

4:00 PNO Reservations
Due
5:30 Wed PM Supper
5:45 Youth
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

6:00 Parents Night
Out—Pajama
Night

4:00 FBC Kids Load
Up Float in
Missions
Parking Lot
4:30 GV Christmas
Parade

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Youth—Holiday
Baskets
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship—Kids Sing
5:00 Sr A Life Group
6:00 Ch Min Gingerbread House
Family Event

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg
5:15 Primetimers
Road Trip—El’s
and Concert at
FBC Cleburne

5:30 Wed PM Supper
5:45 Youth
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Ladies Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
7:30 Budget/Finance

7:30/8:30 CDO
Cookie Day
5:00 Primetimers

17

18

19

20

21

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship—CDO
Kids Sing
5:00 Sr A Life Group
6:00 Deacons Party

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews

7:30/8:30 CDO
Party Day!
9:00 Staff Mtg
1:00 CDO Early
Release
6:00 Staff Party

24

25

10:15 Prayer
11:00 Combined
Worship
5:15 Worship Com Mtg
6:00 Christmas Eve
Candlelight &
Lord’s Supper Ser

9:45 Homeless Min
COOKS Depart
10:15 Homeless Min
SERVERS Depart

22

NO
WEDNESDAY PM
ACTIVITIES

Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon and the International Missions Offering—December 17th thru 24th

26

27

28

29

30

5:00 Primetimers

NO
WEDNESDAY PM
ACTIVITIES
Church Office Closed

31
10:15 Prayer Time
11:00 Combined
Worship
5:00 Sr A Life Group
Last Day to Pick up
Christmas Cards
from Church Family

23

5:00 Primetimers

Staff Anniversaries

SS Kids Sing
Sunday, December 10th
11am

CDO Kids Sing
Sunday, December 17th
11am

Scot Cloud
Dec 2
5 Yrs
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Barbara Powell

NC

Betty Harper
David and LeAnne Self

NC

Arlene Hollimon
Michael Farrell

By Baptism
Brighton Blackwell
Brittain Blackwell Zamaria Christopher
Isaiah Corgliano
Joseph Corgliano
Caden Cox
Dametrious Crownover Devante Crownover Earnest Crownover III
Ja’Kobee Crownover
Tracey Glenn
Sarah Hale
Ellie Mahan
Ruben McCray
Madison Meadows
Natalee Nelson
Laila Rogers
Natalie Rogers
Kenadee Shelton
Hunter Stagner

CDO

Sherman Ingle
Bobbie Jane Mosley

NC

Gary Meininger
David and Paula Quisenberry
Barbara Powell

NC
NC

Ben Mosley
Clyde and Martha Nivens

NC

Matt Mouseley
David and Paula Quisenberry

NC

John Reeves
Barbara Powell
Bill and Peggy Lyle
Butch and Christine Russell
Mary Sue Sain
Bobbie Jane Mosley
Rusty Rhodes and Family
David and Paula Quisenberry

NC
Yth F
MisF
YthF
NC
NC
NC

Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to

Jack Rhine
David and Paula Quisenberry

NC

Jill Disheroon and family on the loss of her father,
Gary Meininger.

James Roden
David and Paula Quisenberry

NC

Stephen Fambrough and family on the loss of his
mother, Willene Fambrough.

Ken Simmons
Clyde and Martha Nivens

By Letter
James and Diana Richardson
David Glenn, Brianna Hardin

Greg and Roxy Firebaugh
Roger and Kari Killion and Family

Steve Bouton
Bobbie Jane Mosley
David and Paula Quisenberry

NC
NC

T.E. Ellis
Clyde and Martha Nivens

NC

Willene Fambrough
David and Paula Quisenberry
Collectibles Sunday School Class

NC
MisF

Anna Miller
Roger and Kari Killion and Family
BF Building Fund
BN Benevolence Fund
BTSF Back to School Fair
CDO Children’s Day Out
CDO Sch Children’s Day
Out Scholarship Fund
CCF Children Camp Fund
CM Children Ministry

CF Choir Fund
FFF Funeral Food Fund
GF General Fund
HM Homeless Ministry
IM International Missions
KF Kitchen Fund
LF Library Fund
LO Local Outreach

CDO

Mis F

Sew ‘n Sews
MF Memorial Fund
MisF Missions Fund
MTF Mission Trip
MusF Music Fund
NC - New Construction
SSF Sew ‘n Sews Fund
YCS Youth Camp Scholarship
YF Youth Fund
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Contemporary

I often define worship as “the daily
practice of giving God our praise and
adoration.” Worship is an expression of
gratitude and admittance of God’s glory.
This daily action is present in the church
calendar. The church calendar reminds
WORSHIP us that, as Christians, we are citizens of
the Kingdom of God and are called to live differently.
We are quickly approaching the liturgical season of Advent.
Much like Lent, Advent calls us to focus on something special.
The season of Advent is sometimes wrapped up in our Christmas celebration and, at least in my own life, holiday traditions.
The season of Advent is actually a season of waiting. Advent is
the acknowledgment of the people of God’s waiting for the Messiah. In this season of hopeful waiting, and patient longing for
the coming of our Savior, may we be a people that live and walk
in light of the Kingdom of God. May we acknowledge that the
confession of Christmas shows how God came as one of us and
brought salvation with Him. In our celebration and excitement,
may we continue with a Spirit of gratitude for all God has done.
Grace and Peace,

Joel
PrimeTimers Road Trip
Tuesday, December 12th
Church Bus Departs at 5:15pm
Supper at Ell’s Restaurant, Sand Flat
Concert at FBC Cleburne
featuring

Brazos Valley Chamber Orchestra
(Freewill offering)

01
02
03
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
29
30
31

Chris Gabel
Shasta Smith
Alex Jenkins, Robert Poynter, Jordan Willis
Sarah Anderson
Paola Chernosky, Tricia Miller, Barbara Peppers
Cal Emery, Billie Jo Johnston
Josh Esdorn
Reagan Post
Judd Hudson, Ashlynn Schlegel
Bryan Anderson, LaNell Laird
Deborah Lubke, Richard Roberts, LeAnne Self, Jay Smith
Cristy Castellaw, Armando Ibarra
Beverly Papan, Malinda Scharnhorst, Thomas Willis
Sandy Horton
Pat Elliott, Cindy Farmer, Sean Gray
Jeff Hudson
Janet Fulford
Mel Mayse
Tim Wallace, Joe White
David Bridge, Kaile Mote, Tyler Poynter, Zachary Stewart
Pat Brown, Ross Gaston
Michael Chernosky, Jake Ricke
Sarah Hale, Hardin Killion
Marie Moore
Codi Collins, Carolin Schneider, Logan Strona, Kaitlyn
Turnage
Brandon Cummings
Jackie Akers, Tessa Martinez, Noah Pippin

Please report any additions or corrections to the church office.

Operation Christmas Child . . . With

the
monthly donations made throughout 2017
and your gift-filled plastic containers, FBC will
share Christ’s love with almost 100 kids!
OCC Monthly Donation Suggestions

(Gift-filled shoeboxes/plastic containers also accepted.)
Jan—Hats, Gloves & Scarves
Feb—Accessories
Mar—Quality Crafts
Apr—Stuffed Animals
May—Hygiene Items
June—Toys

Celebrating
Birthdays

Clothing Items—Jul
School Supplies—Aug
Games—Sept
Letter & Photo—Oct
$9 S/H Donation—Nov
PRAY—Dec

Faith Bible Institute
Spring Semester Classes
Register Now!
Semester 5 Classes: Decline and Fall of Israel & Judah, New
Testament Epistles, and Doctrines of the Holy Spirit, Satan & Man.
To learn more, pick up an information brochure, which is available on
media tables throughout the church building.

Gideons International Presentation
Sunday, December 3rd—Both Services
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HOLIDAY BASKET
GOODIES
NEEDED

Student Leadership
Team Requirements
December 3rd

Student Leadership Team Requirements must be finished by
this date!!!

Help the Youth fill holiday baskets for our shut-ins and
those in need of a bit of holiday cheer. Homemade cookies,
brownies, cupcakes, breads, jellies, candies, etc., are always
welcomed. We could also use some coffee/hot chocolate/apple
cider packets, fresh fruit, crackers and other goodies. Just be
sure to deliver them to the Youth Kitchen no later than 9:30am
on Sunday, December 10th.

Holiday Baskets
Sunday, December 10th
9:45am—12 noon

We will be putting together holiday
baskets for the elderly and shut-ins of our congregation. Then
we will go out and deliver the baskets.
Feeding the Homeless
Saturday, December 16th

We meet in the FBC back parking lot
at 10:15am and drive to Unity Park in
Ft Worth to feed the homeless. Come
join us! We can always use more helping hands.
No Wed PM Activities
December 20th & 27th

It’s the holidays!
So enjoy this free time
with your families!

COMBINED
Worship Services
on Sundays
December 24th & 31st
No Sunday School Classes
or Wiggle Worms

Deliver your FBC family Christmas cards directly to the
alphabetical sorter in the main church hallway by the Fellowship
Hall. Then pay your “postage” to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Missions Offering Fund. Church family members and friends
are encouraged to pick up their “mail” each week. Be sure to
get your cards by Sunday, December 31st.

Salvation Army
and
GV Nursing Home
Angels
Share the love of Christ with a child in need or a Grandview
Nursing Home resident. Angels have been posted on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. Once you decide on an angel, be
sure to sign your name, phone number and the angel’s code on
the CORRECT sign up sheet.
Return the Grandview Nursing Home Angel WRAPPED gifts
to the FBC office by noon on Thursday, December 7th.
Return the Salvation Army Angel Unwrapped gifts bound
together to the FBC office by noon on
Wednesday, December 13th.
MAKE SURE THE ANGEL’S CODE IS ON EACH GIFT!

