First Family News
The Mystery of Marriage
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to
Christ and the church.” —Ephesians 5:31-32
Paul calls marriage a mystery. You might be thinking, “It sure is!
I’ve been married for decades, and I still don’t understand my spouse!”
Paul, however, is talking about a particular kind of mystery; one that
points to the relationship between Christ and the church. In other words,
a healthy, God-honoring marriage serves as a small glimpse into the
kind of love that God has for us through his Son, Jesus Christ.
If you profess Christ as Savior, the way you and your spouse love
each other tells your children something about the way Jesus loves
them. What are you telling your children about the love of Christ? And
it’s not just your children who are paying attention. Your extended family
members, friends, co-workers, and even strangers watch the way we
Christians interact with our spouses and see a witness (for good or for
bad) to the kind of love that God has for humanity.
God created marriage both for our joy and for his glory. He introduced marriage as the first human institution because it has the power to
make the world a better place. A Christian man and a Christian woman in
a loving marriage become one of the most powerful forces in the world.
Your marriage can either speak life or death, love or hate, passion or
apathy to a world who needs to see the love of Jesus in human skin.
In today’s world (the church included), our personal happiness is
often treated as the main goal in marriage. We get married because we
find another person attractive . . . physically, intellectually, emotionally,
spiritually, etc. We enjoy being around that other person because they
make us laugh, they bring us excitement, they make us feel safe, and
they appreciate us. In short, we find ourselves drawn to our future
spouse because there is something (or many things) about them that
make us genuinely happy . . . happier than we are with any other person
we’ve ever met.
Sometimes though, happiness fades. We find ourselves years into
a marriage with a person with whom we used to be madly in love. The
days we could carry on conversations for hours without ever getting
bored have been replaced with the screaming of babies, car rides to and
from children’s events, the busy demands of work schedules, the chores
needing to be accomplished at home, and the silence at the end of the
day because we’re too exhausted to come up with interesting conversation material. Worse; the laughter, holding hands, and romance have
been replaced with arguing over kids, finances, a lack of intimacy, our
jobs, and things so trivial that we can’t even remember them.
When the happiness fades, the easy and increasingly popular thing
to do is to proclaim that we have fallen out of love, divorce, and start
over. We incorrectly assume that we will find true happiness somewhere else, only to again find that no person on earth can make us happy all the time . . . not even ourselves. What if I told you that your happi-

ness is not the main goal that God has for your marriage? Clearly, God
would rather you be happily in love with your spouse, but his main goal is
to make you a disciple that loves God and loves others. His main goal,
as his Son proclaimed just before ascending into heaven, is for you to be
a witness to the Gospel of Jesus even to the ends of the earth; a goal so
primary for God, that it is even the main purpose for your marriage.
How would your marriage change if you adopted this outlook? Are
there things in your heart that God is trying to bring to light and change
through the trials of your marriage? What big purpose in God’s plan will
you miss if you simply give up on your spouse and on God with divorce?
What might God use you to do if you began to look at your primary human relationship not as a tool for your own happiness but as the first
medium through which you can serve the God who gave his son for you?
Starting on Wednesday, September 27th, and lasting through the
end of October, Cheryl and I will be leading a marriage Bible study for
any couples that would like to attend. This study, “Sacred Marriage” by
Gary Thomas, is more than just a “how to” on marriage. The study focuses on marriage as a sacred institution, one that God designed not
mainly for our happiness, but our holiness. We will be meeting at 6:30 on
Wednesdays in the mission building across the back parking lot from our
main building. We’ll be in the room through the door on the left. I hope
you consider joining us. We’ll have fun as we learn how to love both our
spouse and our Savior more deeply.
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Wednesday Evening Hymns and
Composers . . . After considering an extended rant about various statues, street
names, flags and the like that I find offensive, I decided instead to go another direction with this month’s newsletter article.
Beginning the first Wednesday night in
NOTES October, our regular Adult Bible Study
group will avoid any such controversies
and seek to do something a little more constructive in nature
than that.
I often joke about having multiple “favorite” hymns. Whether this convicts me of being unable to make decisions or
(hopefully) points to the fact that we have so many quality
hymns at our disposal, we will spend time each Wednesday
evening singing some favorites and exploring the background of
these songs, as well as learning something about the hymn
writers and composers themselves.
Of course, we’ll look at Fanny Jane Crosby and a handful of
the 7000 plus hymns she wrote, but we’ll also look at some writers that perhaps are not quite so familiar to many of us. We
may even look at some hymns that have not survived the editors’ final cuts to be included in our most recent Baptist hymnals.
Certainly these pieces of literature are not inspired in the
same sense with which Scripture is inspired, but I believe we
can all agree that many of these great songs of the faith are
quite inspiring. If you are not involved in one of the other
Wednesday evening ministries, consider joining us in the Choir
Room for a look at some songs and people that should prove
quite interesting.

Bill

“You will seek me and find me when you
seek me with all your heart.”
Jeremiah 29:13

On Wednesday Nights our junior and
senior high students are working through
their questions about God and life. We all
have questions. We may wonder about
how God could speak light into existence
or how the burning bush didn’t actually burn up. Many may wonder why
bad things happen in their life or why God ever allowed evil in the first
place. We may wonder about other religions and question if ours is the
right one. When we are honest we realize that we all have questions.
I think the healthiest thing to do with our questions is to ask them. So
many religious people keep their questions buried deep down inside.
Sometimes church people can put on a good show. Maybe it’s because
we feel ashamed of our doubts. Maybe it’s because we want to act like
we have everything figured out. However, acting this way only keeps the
questions from being answered. It creates an atmosphere of judgment
and fear rather than community and growth.
This is why our Wednesday Night theme for the year is “Got Questions? He’s Got Answers!” Students have been encouraged to write down
their questions and drop them in a box in the youth room. Each Wednesday we are giving Biblical answers to their questions. Some of the questions have direct answers from Scripture and some do not. Some take
more digging and thinking and may be formulated from Biblical principles
as opposed to one or two verses. If we come to the Lord with an open
heart and are sincerely seeking the truth He will lead us to the answer.
Please pray for our students as we go on this journey together. Most
of our students are Christians that want to grow in their understanding of
God and what He has to say about life. They want their relationship with
God to be stronger. They want to share their faith more efficiently and
effectively. In contrast, some of our students are not Christians but are
searching for the truth. Pray that their eyes are opened and that they see
that Christ is the truth. Pray that the Holy Spirit will soften their hearts and
that they will come to faith in Jesus. Preston
Jesus is the answer.

Wednesday Nights

OCTOBER DEACONS ON CALL
01 Jeff Moore .............................................. 817-866-2762
08 David Quisenberry ................................. 817-825-6322
15 Brad Quisenberry ................................... 817-825-6321
22 Kenneth Pipes........................................ 817-648-6048
29 Wally Pippin ........................................... 817-648-8342

October 4th thru 25th, 5:45pm—7:30am
We will start serving food at 5:45 since most of
the Jr High students are here by then.
Oct 04th—JH and HS worship together for study on Islam.
Oct 11th—JH and HS together for Student Led worship and teaching.
Oct 18th—JH and HS split. Guest speaker will teach another world religion.
Oct 25th—JH and HS split. Jared will teach about another world religion.

Fifth Quarters

Friday, October 20th, 10pm to 12am
Jr High - Football Field
High School - Grace Baptist Church
Snacks and drinks will be served.

Feeding the Homeless
Saturday, October 21st

Sunday, October 29th, 4-6pm

Cooks depart at 9:45am.
Servers depart at 10:15am.

Come serve the kids in our community by
working a booth at the Fall Festival.

Fall Festival
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From the
Children’s Director
October! Fall at last! Fall is my favorite season! I love the
colors that go with fall. It reminds me that all around me things
are changing, but God is always the same — yesterday, today,
tomorrow, and forever!
We have dived into our fall curriculum, both on Sunday and
Wednesday evenings! If you haven’t plugged into a Sunday
school class or Wednesday night class, we would love to have
you and your kids!
The month of October our kids will be learning about . . .
Sunday School: We are continuing through the New
Testament talking about Jesus’ life and death and
resurrection!
Wednesday Nights: We are still moving through the
Bible!
Don’t forget to sign up for Parents Night Out on Saturday
October 14th from 5-9pm! Please let us know by 4pm Wednesday, October 11th in the church office if your children plan to
attend. Don’t forget to bring your kids’ dinner! We will provide a
snack! If you would like to help with Parents Night Out, let Julie
Swift or myself know!
At the end of the month is Fall Festival! We will have the
Fall Festival on SUNDAY afternoon/evening of October 29th
from 4pm until 6pm! We will have games, food, and prizes in
the back parking lot. We could use your help to make this wonderful night a success! If you would like to help, please let me
know! We have all kind of jobs available. I know we have a spot
just for you! Be praying for this event. It is a wonderful outreach opportunity. People who never come to church, come to
fall festivals!
This time of year can be very scary for some children. Fear
opens up an opportunity for you as a parent to talk to them
about God and how he is always with us, so we don’t have to be
afraid! It also gives an occasion to talk to your kids about prayer, because when they are scared they can talk to God! Take
advantage of these times!
Don’t forget to pray for and WITH your kids each day! Children learn best by observing and repetition, so praying with
them and for them daily teaches them that they should pray
daily!
I would love to come to your child’s school activities or sport
events. so let me know when they are happening. I will do my
best to be there!
Happy October!

Ms. Amy

Wow! September has flown by. On to October!
This month we have a lot going on at CDO! The first part of
the month we will be learning about community helpers! This is
a wonderful time to plant seeds and dreams into young children’s minds and to inspire them to think about what they want
to be when they grow up!
The color of the month for October is Orange! You can all
join us on October 17th and wear Orange to help us at CDO
celebrate the color of the month! We will also be taking fall pictures in October! The date is set for October 26th. Mrs.
Angi always does a wonderful job with the kids! Remember, that is a day to be sure kids are here on time!
We will be having a “Bounce” Day this
month! On October 12th we will have inflatables
set up for the kids to bounce in!! Just a fun time
to use large motor skills to learn and grow! Children learn best while playing!
As we move to the end of month, we talk about fall and all
the fun things that go with the season! We will have a
small Fall Carnival on Tuesday, October 31st! Parents,
if you would send a small bag of candy for the carnival
(one per family) that would be great! Also, parents, if you would
like to help with this event, please let me know. You would be
invaluable to us on that day!!
Looking a little farther down the road to November . . . we will have our Annual Book Fair
November 7th—9th! We will even have Cookies
with Grandparents on the 9th! We would
love to have you join us for these events!
Our teachers here at CDO are so important to our program.
We couldn’t make it without them! Please pray for all of our
teachers this month! They are making a difference every day
with our kids!

Ms. Amy

Parents Night Out
Saturday, October 14, 5-9pm
Ages: 6 Months to 5th Graders
Cost: $10 First Child
$5 Each Additional Sibling
Includes Childcare, Activities & Snack
(Bring your child’s supper!)
RSVP by 4pm on
Oct 11th!
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Sundays -

Wednesdays -

Traditional Worship
8:30am
Sunday School
9:45am
Contemporary Worship
11:00am
Sr Adult LIFE Connect Group 5:00pm
Faith Bible Institute Class 6:00pm

Youth
FBC Kids
Adult Prayer Meeting
Ladies & Men’s Bible Studies
Mixed Adults Bible Studies

6:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Make Up Day
for Online Directory Pictures
Sunday, October 8th, 8:30am—12:30pm
FBC Fellowship Hall
No appointments necessary!
Quick, easy and free!
Can’t make it? Call Angi at 817-648-5599 for an appointment.

Ladies, Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, October 1st, 5pm
FBC Fellowship Hall
Jersey Schmidt, with the Jesus
Said Love Ministry, is coming to
share with the women of our
church about their strip club ministry. She will also bring some of the
items that rescued women have
made to start making a living for themselves in a new way.
Come hear Jersey speak, eat dinner and shop. Invite a
friend!

FOR THE RECORD
WEEK OF:
SS Attendance:
8:30 Worship:
11:00 Worship:
Income Rec’d:

Aug 27
162
Combined
189
12359.44

Sept 03
158
55
120
10285.53

Sept 10
185
74
151
20151.77

Sept 17
182
62
170
13776.71

BUDGET:
YTD Required:
YTD Receipts:
Wkly Required:
Wkly Receipts:

372766.45
360778.64
10650.47
10210.76

383416.92
369980.17
10650.47
9201.53

394067.39
389121.72
10650.47
19141.55

404717.86
399427.49
10650.47
10305.77

2018
Budget
Proposals
&
Workshop
FBC committees are busy meeting in order to turn in
their projected 2018 budgets, which are due in the church
office by Sunday, October 8th.
Once all the proposals have been turned in, preparations
are made by the office to get all these requests ready to be
presented to the Budget/Finance Committee at its budget
workshop on Monday, October 23rd, at 6:30pm. With much
prayerful deliberation the B/F members will consider each
proposal and come up with the budget that is to be voted on
by the church body.
Once church members receive a copy of the proposed
2018 budget, they will have the opportunity to discuss and
address any concerns on November 8th at 6:30pm. Voting
without discussion is set for 6pm on November 12th.

2017
Women’s Ministry Event, 5pm

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
2:00 GV Nursing Home
4:00 Children Min Mtg
4:00 Youth Council Mtg
6:00 FBI Class
7:00 FBI Angel Class

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30-12:30 Online
Church Directory Pics
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
5:00 Sr A Life Group
6:00 Deacons Mtg
6:00 FBI Class
7:00 FBI Angel Class

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
5:00 Sr A Life Group
6:00 FBI Class
7:00 FBI Angel Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg

7:30/8:30 CDO
9:00 Staff Mtg

7:30/8:30 CDO —
Wear Orange Day
9:00 Staff Mtg

Youth Conclave

22

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
5:00 Assoc Annual Mtg
5:00 Sr A Life Group
6:00 FBI Class
7:00 FBI Angel Class

29

7:45 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 Prayer Time
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
5:00 Sr A Life Group
4:00-6:00 Fall Festival
6:00 FBI Class
7:00 FBI Angel Class

23

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class
6:30 Budget/Finance
2018 Budget
Workshop

30

9:00 Sew ‘n Sews
6:00 FBI Class

24

7:30/8:30 CDO —
9:00 Staff Mtg

31

7:30/8:30 CDO
Fall Carnival Day
9:00 Staff Mtg

5:45 Youth
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Classes
FBI Angel Class
Marriage Class
7:30 Worship Com
Mtg

4:00 PNO Reservations
Due
5:45 Youth
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Classes
FBI Angel Class
Marriage Class

5:45 Youth
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Classes
FBI Angel Class
Marriage Class
7:30 Church
Council Mtg

25

5:45 Youth
6:00 FBC Kids
6:00 Adult Prayer Mtg
6:30 Adult Bible Study
Classes
FBI Angel Class
Marriage Class

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

7:30/8:30 CDO —
Bounce Day
5:00 Primetimers

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

5:00 Parents Night
Out

Youth
5th Quarter
JH—Ol’ Elem
Gym
HS—CCBC

9:45 Homeless Min
COOKS Depart
10:15 Homeless Min
SERVERS Depart

10-12

26

7:30/8:30 CDO
5:00 Primetimers

27

28

CDO Picture
Day

CANDY
DONATIONS
NEEDED FOR
FALL FESTIVAL
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Tom and Candy Clynch
Fred and Lynn Lyne and Helen Berrier
JD and Suzanne Pierce
John and Darlene Wier
Beth Lawson
Jean Martin
Mary Ray
Lloyd and Marilyn Bohannan
Kari and Roger Killian
Dr. Rex Maddox and Monte
Nell Killgo
Robert and Helen Raines
Genevieve Siratt
Marie Moore
Kenneth Pipes

Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to
Joyce Pack and family on the loss of her mother,
Esther Hocker.
Eva Perrin and family on the loss of her mother,
Mary Cuellar Arana.
Sandy Horton and family on the loss of her sister,
Sharon Freeman.

BF Building Fund
BN Benevolence Fund
BTSF Back to School Fair
CDO Children’s Day Out
CDO Sch Children’s Day
Out Scholarship Fund
CCF Children Camp Fund
CM Children Ministry

CF Choir Fund
FFF Funeral Food Fund
GF General Fund
HM Homeless Ministry
IM International Missions
KF Kitchen Fund
LF Library Fund
LO Local Outreach

MF Memorial Fund
MisF Missions Fund
MTF Mission Trip
MusF Music Fund
NC - New Construction
SSF Sew ‘n Sews Fund
YCS Youth Camp Scholarship
YF Youth Fund

Mary Cuellar Arana
Barbara Powell

NC

Debra Estep
Mary Ray
Kari and Roger Killion

NC
NC

Sharon Freeman
Barbara Powell
Collectibles Sunday School Class
Tom and Sharon Brock

NC
MisF
CDO

Arlene Hollimon
Billy and Sharolyn Lawson

CDO

Ben Mosley
Wayne and Susan Polson
Jim and Linda Cox
Janet Smith
Ada Rhodes
David and Paula Quisenberry
Coy and Karen Nall

HM
MF
MF
NC
NC
MisF

TX Bapt Men
MF
MisF
MF
MTF
MisF
NC
MTF
NC
KF
MTF
MisF
MisF
MisF
MisF

Sharon Kay Ricks
Wayne and Susan Polson
Janet Smith
Ada Rhodes
David and Paula Quisenberry
Betsy Russell
Mary Ray
Kari and Roger Killion
Dr. Rex Maddox and Monte
Genevieve Siratt
John and Kathy Buck
Marcia Tackett
Kenneth Pipes

HM
MF
NC
NC
MisF
NC
NC
HM
MisF
MF
MisF
MisF

Ken Simmons
Michelle Simmons and family

GF

Attention Ladies!
Christmas Tea Table Hostesses
Needed!
Ladies, now is the time to sign up to be a table hostess at
the Annual Ladies Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 2nd,
10am. This annual event has been one to offer the women of our
church and community a time to relax and enjoy delicious food,
great fellowship and an inspirational message. If interested in
signing up or learning more, contact Carolina at 817-866-2223.

Operation Christmas Child . . .

In addition to
our monthly collection of individual items for OCC,
we will also be accepting gift filled shoeboxes thru
mid-November. Watch for more details!
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Contemporary

Thinking about our opportunity to
worship together as a church community
is always fun. Some consider worship as
the communal singing of hymns while
others view worship as a band with electric guitars, dotted eighth note delays,
WORSHIP and big light shows. C.S. Lewis explains
worship as something more profound than a specific song style.
He says, “It is in the process of being worshipped that God communicates His presence to men (and women).”
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, the topic of worship is discussed often. For example, the book of the Psalms
includes hundreds of songs and poems that are included in worship today. In Psalm 100, the praise of God is included in the
explaining of what worship is. It says, “Shout joyfully to the Lord,
all the earth. Serve the Lord with gladness; come before Him
with joyful singing . . . Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His
courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name. For the
Lord is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.” Part of worship is in the recognition that
God is God and we are not. We can praise Him for His provision
in all manner of life.
Have you ever had a friend or loved one do something incredibly nice for you? Whenever I receive gifts I tend to annoy
the person who gave them to me by how many times I say
thank you. I want them to know that the sacrifice they made to
give me this gift was not forgotten and that I am deeply appreciative. We worship in gratitude, but the gift given by God is far
greater than anything we could have received elsewhere. Worship is the purposeful fixing of our eyes on the God who gave us
everything. Part of why we worship is the immense gratitude we
feel for His worthiness and daily provision. May we continue to
worship out of the overflow of our hearts!
Grace and Peace,

Joel
Help us collect gifts to send to needy
children through Operation Christmas Child
at Samaritan’s Purse. Suggested yearround gift ideas to fit in the shoeboxes include:
Jan—Hats, Gloves & Scarves
Feb—Accessories
Mar—Quality Crafts
Apr—Stuffed Animals
May—Hygiene Items
June—Toys

Clothing Items—Jul
School Supplies—Aug
Games—Sept

Letter & Photo—Oct
$9 S/H Donation—Nov
PRAY—Dec

No liquid or war-related items!
Collection containers are placed throughout the church.

Celebrating
Birthdays
01
02
03
04
05

06
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
20
21
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Rhonda Dowling, Todd Holliday
Abby Reynolds, Keith Scharnhorst
Brett Self
Jessica Bishop, Shannon Dailey, Mandy Hoover, Jake
Moore, Dee Thompson
Kirby Basham, Carter Ellestad, Josh Flowers, Faith
Standefer, Shae Wilson
Taylor Dailey, Dr. Rex Maddox
Raely Chaney, Shirley Jackson, Jorden Tye
Clayton Goldwater, Larry Mullins, John Schneider, Courtney Self
Amberly Dycus, Kaylie Smith
Spencer Braymer, Susan Post
Bob Geiger, Travis Tolar
Elizabeth Forner, Landon Gabel
Marvin Cloud, Keith Pruitt, Charles Stevens
Tyler Miller, Terry Pannell, Marcia Tackett, Ross Willis
Kinlegh Stotts
Ryker Killion, Jennifer Mote, Gavin Ray, Mason Schneider, Susan Schronk
Rainey Johnson, Jo Ann Love, Emma Warren
Kenneth Pipes
Erin Gober, Brad Quisenberry
Molly Block, Hannah Wright, Billy Wiginton
Marcella Reynolds
Charlye Hailey, Carly Hooser, Kaylee McCorkle, Elden
Smith, Ronnie Yeoman
Rexann Knowles, Clyde Nivens
Skylar Hall
Kyle Needham, Johnny Waller
Please report any additions or corrections
to the church office.
"What if God designed marriage to make
us holy more than to make us happy?"

SACRED MARRIAGE
by Gary Thomas

6 Week Marriage Class
beginning

Wednesday, September 27

6:30pm
at the Missions Building classroom

