
 

Monday 

SCRIPTURE: 1 John 1:5-7 

So you show up the first day of school, and you're assigned a new locker. Your homeroom 
teacher also gives you a slip of paper with the locker combination written on it: "16 right, 34 
left, 16 right," it says. "Oh, no thank you," you say, handing the paper back to the teacher. "I'm 
just gonna make up my own combination, I’ll just figure it out.” 

Or maybe you’re waiting at a bus stop for the No. 17 bus. There is a group of people in line for 
an ATM. You ask a woman standing nearby, "Does the number 17 bus stop here?" 

"No," she says, pointing across the street. "It stops around the corner at that bus stop." 

"Thanks," you say, without moving. And you continue to wait for the No. 17 bus at the wrong 
bus stop. 

Well, of course, if you do any of those things, you'd be crazy, right? You'd never get into your 
locker by making up your own combination. You'd never make it on bus No. 17 bus at the 
wrong bus stop. Why? Because the right direction is of no use unless it's followed. It does no 
good for a teacher to give you a locker combination if you're not going to use it. It's silly to ask 
people if you're at the right bus stop if you're not going to move when they tell you no. And 
likewise, it doesn't do any good to know the truth about God and his commands if you don't 
do anything with that knowledge. 

God told us what's right and what's wrong and how we should live within the world not only so 
we would know the truth but so we would also obey it. If you know what's right but don't do it, 
you're not in much better of a position than you were before you knew.  But if you know and do 
what's right, you'll open the door to learn what it means to really follow God.  

REFLECT: Knowing what's right doesn't guarantee we'll do right. Can you think of a time when 
you knew what was right but did the wrong thing anyway? God told us what's right so we 
would k the truth and o the truth. Knowing the truth is only half the battle; we must also choose 
to obey the truth. 

PRAY: "Dear God, thank you for helping me to learn right from wrong. Help me not only to 
know what's right but to do what's right, too." 



Tuesday 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 23:23-24 & Matthew 23:37 

Jesus looked over the crowds who had gathered to hear him speak. He could see the 
unemotional looks on the faces of men in expensive robes on the fringes of the crowd. Jesus 
knew these men; they were Pharisees, a group of religious leaders who took great pride in their 
obedience to all kinds of religious laws and regulations. They even strained their drinking water 
so they would not accidentally swallow a tiny gnat and so break the Jewish laws about eating 
"unclean" animals. 

But Jesus wasn't impressed by their efforts. In fact, he was pretty frustrated with the Pharisees 
because the whole time they were observing all the tiny regulations about washing their hands 
before eating and how far they could walk on the Sabbath, their lives were filled with cruelty 
and unkindness. 

"Woe to you," Jesus said, speaking directly to the frowning men on the edges of the crowd. 
He referred to their habit of giving a tenth of even the tiniest parts of their income to God, 
while at the same time they treated people unfairly, unmercifully, and unfaithfully. "Woe to you, 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices mint, dill and 
cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law-justice, mercy and 
faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former" (Matthew 
23:23, NIV). In other words, Jesus was saying, "It's no good to make a point of obeying God in 
the tiniest detail if at the same time you disobey him in the more important areas of justice, 
mercy, and faithfulness." 

Jesus made it clear that faithfulness is one of the things God desires most from his people. He 
wants us to be faithful. He wants us to be faithful to him, to our families, to our friends, and to 
our fellow Christians. He wants us to be faithful to those who depend on us. He wants us to 
show the love and grace that He embodied to the people we run into every day.  

REFLECT: Do you think you're a faithful person? Are you faithful to God? to your family? 
friends? fellow Christians? How do your actions show your faithfulness? If you've been 
unfaithful or disloyal in some way, have you asked for God's forgiveness and the forgiveness of 
the person you let down or disappointed? 

PRAY: "Lord, I know you command faithfulness, but I haven't always been faithful. I ask your 
forgiveness for those times I've been unfaithful. Help me to be more faithful, with your help, 
from now on.” 

https://my.bible.com/bible/1/MAT.23.23-24
https://my.bible.com/bible/1/MAT.23.37


Wednesday 

SCRIPTURE: 2 Timothy 1:3-6 

"Select a spot on gravel, sand, or bare soil well away from trees, bushes, dry grasses, 
and anything else that might burn Clean the fire site down to bare soil, then remove 
all burnable material from the ground around it. ... 

"You'll need tinder, kindling, and fuelwood. Tinder catches fire easily and burns fast. Wood 
shavings, pine needles, dry grasses, shredded bark, and the fluff from some seed pods all make 
good tinder.... Dry, dead twigs no thicker than a pencil are called kindling. Find enough to fill 
your hat twice. Fuelwood can be as thin as your finger or as thick as your arm. Use dead, dry 
sticks you find on the ground. . . . 

"Gather all the fuel before you light the fire. . . . Place a big, loose handful of tinder in the 
middle of your fire ring. Lean plenty of small kindling around it. Let the tops of the kindling 
sticks touch like the poles of a teepee. 

"To light the fire, crouch in front of this door and strike a match. When the match is burning 
brightly, ease it under the tinder. The flame should spread through the tinder and crackle up 
into the kindling." (These instructions on building a fire can be found in The Boy Scout 
Handbook, 10th ed., 1990, pp. 83-85.) 

That's a pretty long list of instructions for building a simple campfire, right? But you know 
what? In building a fire, those first steps are important. The first steps of the process are vital to 
the starting a fire. If you try to start a fire with a big piece of firewood, you'll probably be 
disappointed. But if you start the way The Boy Scout Handbook teaches, then you'll soon be 
adding larger and larger pieces of wood to your fire. 

It's the same with choosing right instead of wrong. The first steps are important. And the 
"tinder" and "kindling" for making right choices show up in how spending time in prayer and 
Scripture. If you try to make right choices without spending time with God in prayer and Bible 
reading, your efforts probably won't "catch." But if you take time every day to speak to God 
(through prayer) and let God speak to you (through Bible reading), you will be feeding your 
soul like you would a fire. If you feed your soul by spending time with God learning about who 
God is and serving God, you will be feeding that fire in your own life.  

PRAY: "Righteous God, help me to feed my soul like I would feed a fire. Give me the desire 
and tools to continue growing in relationship with You before we start back to school. Give me 
encouragement to follow You no matter what.”


