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Hello my dear friends! 

I’m happy to say that I’m back from LIFE Conference, safe and sound. If you’re receiving this, then 

that means you were one of the people that made it possible for me to go on this trip! I figured you deserved 

to know what I was up to during that time-and better yet, what God was up to. Thank you so much for your 

prayers, support, and encouragement! I knew I had brothers and sisters who would cheer me on, but this 

experience made that truth very real to me in a new way… thanks for being part of it :) 

One week ago, I hopped on a plane with 24 other people from my youth group, LAC UTH, and 

headed off on an adventure in Orlando, Florida. To give you an overview of what we were headed into, I just 

want to mention that this was a huge event with about 6,000 teens involved! I wasn’t really sure what all to 

expect, and I was nervous I would use my time there poorly or be overwhelmed. I had also been going 

through a season of exhaustion, and I felt very disconnected from God. All in all, my mindset was not 

optimal, haha. But God once again worked through my mess, taught me more of who He is, and 

enabled me to encounter Him in a new way during LIFE. I learned so much, and I’m still processing it 

all… but I’ll do my best to give you some of the highlights. Be prepared for some honesty!! 

The theme of the week was focused on how Jesus is greater than everything, and the 9 main 

sessions focused on different aspects of that statement: Jesus is greater than followers, Jesus is greater than 

Sunday, Jesus is greater than my issues, etc. We discussed how things like depression, anxiety, and addiction 

aren’t actually the main issue, but rather, they’re the “cobwebs” of the “spiders” or root of the problem itself-

the lies we believe.  

“Don’t fight the cobwebs. Face the spider.” – Carlos Whittaker (Session 1, “Jesus > Everything”) 

Over the week, my group identified different spiders that had snuck into our minds, and the different 

ways they manifested themselves in our lives. I realized a big lie I had allowed to influence my actions… 
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“God won’t change me.” This spider led me to develop unhealthy habits and addictions relating to 

technology, entertainment, and more. But I’m learning to combat the lies in my head with the truth in the 

Bible, and how to pray the promises, not the problem. Example: I know the Bible says that I am being 

transformed to be more like Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18), so I chose to lean into that and ask God to help me 

believe and continue in His strength instead of praying things like “Help me, I am depressed” – because 

letting your prayer time be dominated by lies about your identity (I might struggle with depression at times, 

but it doesn’t define me. Only God does, and thanks to Jesus, He says I am redeemed) is never a good idea! 

We also learned how “the value of Jesus is displayed by Christians  

when we leverage our privilege to serve others, share ourselves, and suffer 

and overcome.” - D. A. Horton (Session 4, “Jesus > Privilege”) The same 

theme of using our privilege for the sake of others, just as Jesus did 

(Philippians 2:4-8), resurfaced in other breakout sessions and main sessions 

as well as the Justice Experience. This experience was one of three (Prayer, 

Missions, and Justice), and I had the opportunity to go through it twice. It 

taught on different kinds of human slavery (sweat shops, farms, human sex 

trafficking, etc) and woke me up from my complacency. As someone who 

hasn’t left my little 1st world country bubble yet, I have a difficult time 

remembering that not all have the same freedom and opportunities I have. 

This experience not only impressed on me that fact, but also provided 

some resources to help me be more mindful of what I buy or participate in. 

Through all the different sessions, I really broadened my perspective of who God is and what He 

calls us to do: 

- Integrity isn’t the unattainable idea of living perfectly, but rather choosing to struggle against our 

imperfections instead of becoming complacent. (Rich Villodas – Session 6, “Jesus > Sex”) This ties into the 

idea of holiness. We can’t shelter ourselves in this world, but we can chose, when we’re tempted by the things 

around us, to never look twice. (Gabrielle McCullough – Breakout session, Be Holy as God is Holy) 

- We need to let Jesus define our idea of greatness. We see in Matthew 27:41-43 that the 

pharisees had a different idea of greatness than Jesus did. They expected a king to come, strong enough to 

defy the pain, stop the bleeding, free himself from the cross, but Jesus-despite His strength and power-chose 

to submit to the cross and redeem us. He could have healed Himself at any time, but He chose to keep the 

scars even after His resurrection as a testimony to His love and power. We too have scars. It’s hard to forgive 

and forget, but it’s even more powerful to forgive and remember differently by choosing to let Jesus define your 

https://cmalliance.org/video/life-2022-d-a-horton-jesus-privilege/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/x0j157qzcwx8i5t/Resources%20-%20JE.pdf?dl=0
https://cmalliance.org/video/life-2022-session-6-full-service/


 

scars so you can use them as a testimony, not of your pain, but of His power. (Brian Episcopo – Session 2, 

“Jesus > Power, Money, and Fame”) 

- We can’t made decisions for other people. Sometimes, we get so caught up in our worries regarding 

other people wondering if they’ll say yes or no that we decide not to ask at all. But the fact is… overthinking 

things like that is pointless. If you ask, the worst that can happen is someone says no. If you don’t ask, then 

they’re guaranteed to say no. So often, I overthink sharing the gospel… and because I’m worried someone 

will say no, I take that option away from them by not saying anything. God doesn’t call us to make someone 

say yes. He calls us to be faithful and obey Him. Are you doing that? 

- A conference, retreat, or trip cannot “fix” you… but God can. And the God in Pennsylvania is the 

same God I encountered at LIFE Conference. His power is not diminished by my circumstances or PLACE. 

While my busyness may keep me from meditating on God’s character, that doesn’t stop Him from being who 

He is. He is consistent. And while He did use this conference to impact my life, I know that He can still move 

powerfully while I’m here at home. 

I was most impacted by the last session: “Jesus > My Reputation”. Megan Marshman did a fantastic 

job walking us through the gospel and what it really means to be hidden in Christ. She talked of how Jesus 

loved us and what that truly means, and how Jesus’ work and “all that Jesus began to do and teach” (Acts 1:1) 

is still continuing on through His Spirit in us. The keyword is began, and Jesus isn’t done yet. The question is 

whether we’ll actually submit to our Lord, acknowledge that all we have is Jesus, and live as if Jesus really is 

greater than everything. She also shared the story of a boy named Clayton… if you have the chance to watch 

the session, I would definitely recommend it. 

So… I learned so much about so much. And I had 

the amazing opportunity to grow closer to some 

people I didn’t know very well yet as well as pray 

over new friends, worship with 6,000 other teens 

like me, hear some amazing testimonies, and witness 

God’s hand in the lives of the people around me. 

Thank you so much for all your support and prayer! 

Now, I wanted to ask for your prayer as God 

continues working in a specific area of my life. 

Friday evening, they had an alter call for everyone who felt led to a life of ministry, and I went down 

and dedicated my life to God’s mission. I’ve been feeling the tug on my heart for years, but that night was the 

first time I publicly declared it. What will I do? Where will I go? I’m not sure yet. I don’t know if I’ll end up 

working in a ministry at my church or in missions halfway across the world, but I do know that God is 
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faithful to lead His children. He reveals only what we need to know, and guides our steps by opening and 

closing doors according to His plans. I believe that God truly does have a specific purpose (“good works”, as 

said in Ephesians 2:10) for each of us… it’s a question of whether or not we’re willing to surrender our plans 

to Him and follow His commands. Please pray for me, that God would give me the strength to follow Him 

and remain focused on Him. Also, pray especially for clear guidance as I face decisions on college, mission 

trips, internships, training… all sorts of wonderful but equally overwhelming things.  

So… that was my most recent adventure! Onwards to the next journey. I’m beyond blessed to have 

the opportunities I have, and this amazing family in Christ. The love and support I’ve experienced through 

this family leave me speechless… thank you for everything. I don’t think you’ll ever realize how much it 

means to me.  

Jesus is greater than everything. 

God be with you,  

Liana 

P.S. I’m thinking of starting a biannual newsletter to update everyone on the direction I’m heading, 

so if you wanted to be part of that, please let me know! :) 
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