
 

 

 

12.29.21 

Here's what is happening at Lancaster Alliance Church!  

 

 

 

The Pastors and Staff would like to extend their sincere appreciation for the 

Christmas gifts given this year. Your support and encouragement is greatly 

appreciated. 

Thank you so much for your generosity and Happy New Year! 

 

Pastors Bear, Joe and Rick with Patty Schappell, Liz Glanzer, Anita Hatch, Kathy 

Litton, Jennifer Westcott, Jean Chaney, Jennifer Hahn, Lori Landis, Kali Reely, 

Shawn Kreider, Jake Rosati, and Mary Brusstar.  

 

SERMON RECAP 

There is a danger in being the gift giver. The better the gift, the bigger the 

danger. The danger is that the gift becomes the primary focus rather than 

engaging with the giver. So what do we do about the fact that God is a perfect 

gift giver and has given us gifts that match our greatest inner needs? Needs 

like Love, Joe, Hope and Peace. Is it possible that gifts like these can become 
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a preoccupation over knowing the giver of those gifts? In other words, is it 

possible to turn these gifts into idols in our lives? I believe the answer is yes.  

  

Furthermore, I would suggest that mankind has been about such idolatry from 

the beginning. Genesis chapters 1-3 document the creation and fall of mankind. 

It describes “very good” gifts given to undeserving people such as the gift of 

dominion over the earth. In the moment of disobedience and departure from 

God’s plan, we read that Eve (and Adam) saw a better way forward in the 

forbidden fruit that would “make them wiser” (or better) in their pursuits of the 

gifts and blessings given (Genesis 2:6). What happened is that the gift become 

an idol. Being better in pursuit of the gift of dominion over the earth took 

precedent over submission to the giver of those gifts. 

   

As we come off of a season of celebrating the amazing gifts of God, it is worth 

examining our own hearts for idolatry. Turns out we aren’t really that different 

from Adam and Eve. We are prone to make idols out of love, joy, hope, and 

peace. Be reminded that these gifts are a means to push us to encounter the 

perfect gift giver. May we continue to grow in our connection with the God of 

this universe as we celebrate Him by receiving His gifts. 

  

Pastor Bear 

  

PS - This coming week Pastor Rick will kick-off our “New Beginnings” mini-

series and we resume our regularly scheduled services at 9:00am and 

10:30am.  

 

The church office remains closed through January 2. In case of an urgent need, 

please call the church at 717.397.1121 and press 0. If it is a routine matter, 

please press 1 to leave a message. Messages will be checked by the staff 

member on call.   



 

 

 

40 DAYS OF PRAYER 

Join the Alliance family as we bring our hearts 

and hands together for a 40 Day of Prayer focus 

that begins, January 2. This year’s theme 

is Reawakening to Christ. The aim of this 40-

day focus is to fix our gaze on Jesus, remember 

who He is, what He has done, what He has given 

us to do, and what He will do in the future. The 

devotionals will be arranged in six weekly 

categories with application for adults, youth, and 

kids. 

 

We encourage you to sign up for the weekly 

40 Days of Prayer emails by registering 

here: https://cmalliance.org/40days/. Each week, 

you will receive an email containing a video 

summarizing the week’s prayer focus, an 

attachment with the daily devotionals for adults, 

and a weekly devotional for youth and children. 

 

Then, join others from our LAC family on Sunday 

mornings with hosts Michael & Kimberly Lapham 

at 9:00am beginning January 9 in Room D3 

and Wednesday evening's for our LAC Praise & 

Prayer meeting at 6:30pm beginning January 12.   
 

 

https://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=7ede77789f&e=d3ba039893


 

 

WORSHIP NIGHT 

Join us for this multigenerational night of worship 

Wednesday, January 5, 2022, 6:30pm at LAC. 

Nursery and preschool childcare will be available. 

Note: There will be no Wednesday evening 

meal.  

  

   
 

 

 

 

PASTOR FOR CONNECTION & WORSHIP 

MINISTRIES  

On Sunday morning, January 9, Ray Taylor will 

be candidating for the position of Pastor for 

Connection & Worship Ministries. The 

congregation has an opportunity to provide 

feedback from January 9-12 by emailing 

feedback@lancastercma.org. We are grateful for 

God's continued leading and trust Him for LAC 

and the Taylor's future.  
 

 

 

 

BAPTISM 

Baptism Sunday is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 16, 2022 and will occur during 

the 10:30am service.  

Anyone interested in learning more about 

baptism and/or would like to be baptized, please 

contact office@lancastercma.org.  
 

mailto:feedback@lancastercma.org
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WINTER ADULT GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES 

Our winter session of adult classes kicks off on 

Sunday, January 9, at 9:00am. For the list of 

classes being offered, click HERE.  

 

 

 

 

KNIGHTS OF THE 21ST CENTURY 

Attention all LAC men! We know that the 

predators of life pick off men who are isolated 

and living life without the deep fellowship of other 

brothers.  We need each other!  We want to invite 

you to participate in LAC Knights starting up 

again on Wednesday night, January 12, from 

6:30pm-8:00pm. Men can join Knights at any 

time during the 24 lesson program either "in 

person" or Zoom. We have a large group time of 

teaching and then split off into small groups for 

encouragement and accountability. 

Register HERE or just show up.  Invite a friend to 

join you! Contact Adam with any questions 

at adamjhultstrand@gmail.com.  
 

OUR SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 

9:00am in the Theater  

10:30am in the Sanctuary  

or 

https://www.lancastercma.org/connect/adult-discipleship-classes-adc
https://www.lancastercma.org/lac-men/knights-of-the-21st-century
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10:30am via livestream at lancastercma.online.church 

or the Lancaster Alliance Church page on YouTube.  If you’re new to YouTube, go to 

youtube.com and in the search feature type in “Lancaster Alliance Church” and 

subscribe to our page. 

 

To access our most recent service as well as previous sermons, 

visit lancastercma.org/media/service-sermons 

 

In our continuing efforts to navigate COVID related concerns, all services and events 

at LAC are masks optional.  Recognizing sickness in various forms and COVID 

numbers are rising in the county, please monitor your own health. As you steward 

your health, you’re welcome to attend in person masked, or attend in person 

unmasked, or attend online.  

  

As we continue to meet week-to-week, please be careful and utilize online services if 

you are demonstrating any symptoms.  Also, if you are demonstrating any 

symptoms, we ask that you please stay home.  

 

 

 

There are plenty of things going on, so be sure to check our our website at www.lancastercma.org and 

follow us on Facebook to stay up-to-date with all that's happening here at LAC!  
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