
 

 

 

1.2.20 

Here's what is happening at Lancaster Alliance Church! 
 

 
 

 

The Pastors and Staff wishes you and your family a blessed New Year in 

2020! 

 
 

 

 

MEN'S BREAKFAST HONORING COACHES 

Men and boys join us on Saturday, January 11, 

8:00am in the Theater for breakfast, fellowship, 

and a time to say thank you to coaches from 

around the county. Guest speaker is Pete Beers, 

Director of Athletics at Lancaster Bible College. 

This is a great opportunity to say thank you to 

those who work with our boys on the sports field 

now or in the past. RSVP required no later than 

Sunday, January 5 by clicking HERE or in the 

lobby.  

  
 

https://lancastercma.elexiochms.com/external/form/b7bd3127-5be3-41ae-84f4-5634fa05c795
http://www.lancastercma.org/


 
 

 

 

SOUP LUNCHEON 

Our International Worker, Kelly S. will make a 

brief visit to the states and share with friends and 

family over a soup luncheon on Sunday, January 

12 at Noon in the gym. Sign-up is required by 

clicking HERE or at the Global Missions 

Wall.  Please bring a salad or dessert to share. 

Men, women, and families are invited. 
 

 
 

 

WEDNESDAY MEALS AND ACTIVITIES 

Reminder our Wednesday evening meals and programs resume on January 8, 

2020. For more information and dinner registration, click HERE.  

 
 

SERMON RECAP 

 

This past week we spent time considering contentment as our final Sunday 

focused on the emotions of Christmas. Contentment is unique because while it is 

not specifically mentioned in the Christmas narrative the way the other emotions 

(Fear, Anger, Joy, and Wonder) are, it is certainly demonstrated in various ways. 

Here are three ways that it is demonstrated: 

  

1. In Hebrews 13:5 contentment is described as a matter of the heart, or what you 

"love." There is a strong argument to be made that Mary demonstrated this exact 

description in the Christmas narrative (Luke 2:19) as she "ponders all these things" 

in her heart. Despite not having any of the "things" a young mother may desire 

(clean environment to care for her child, family near by, etc) it seems she found 

contentment as she set her heart on the work of God in her life. 

https://lancastercma.elexiochms.com/external/form/5b3ac9f6-896b-4024-bf50-54478cb180f5
http://lancastercma.org/events/wednesday-night-at-lac


 

2. In Philippians 4:10-13 contentment is described as a matter of perspective that 

Paul learned. This shift in perspective is clearly evidenced in the Christmas 

narrative when considering the shepherds (Luke 2:20). They went back; back to 

their old jobs with the same undesirable careers, the same economic hardship, the 

same issues, the same everything. But in doing so with a perspective that resulted 

in glorifying God for His work in their lives. They demonstrated contentment. 

3. In 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 contentment, most often translated "sufficient," is 

uniquely described as the release of self-sufficiency. The Christmas narrative 

includes references to this as well. Simeon and Anna responded to the arrival of 

Jesus with words and actions that came from a passion for the "consolation" and 

"redemption" of Israel. Both of these words declare a release of self-sufficiency. 

For Simeon and Anna, there is no more that can be done to console or redeem 

outside of a miracle from God. As God provided His only son as a "Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord, they celebrated His work in light of their own insufficiency ...it 

comes out or demonstrated as contentment. 

  

Contentment is available to us all in full measure today. How well are you seeking 

God's kind of contentment? Or are you seeking "cheaper alternatives?" The 

message of Christmas declares that contentment is indeed available to us as we 

set out hearts on Him, address our perspective, and release our self-sufficiency.  

  

As we begin the new year, we will be building on this idea of contentment as we 

consider the new beginnings God may have for us in 2020. Looking forward to 

being together soon. 

 

Rev. Bernt King 
 

 


