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Worship Service-11am
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West District News

Please look through this newsletter, attend, worship, and follow us @
www.sterlingmethodists.com or check out or Facebook page
Sterling City First United Methodist Church

The Family of Norman Guess

Rosemary Rodriguez

Jim Gerner—Cancer

Cynthia Browne

Sheila Kinsey

Beverly Pruitt

Lupe Escobar

Jerry Orsak

Adela De Hoyos

Susan & Tommy Wyatt

John Blackstock

Anna Robledo

Jo Del Myrick

Grover Johnson

Tommy Bynum

Bill Eubank

Dr. Pat Moore

Albert & Phillip Estrada

Brent Majors

Jo Foster (Nana)

Mary Rodriguez

Shawna Walker

Shelli Stokes

Jere Thomas

Sam Lucero

Betty Fields

Ronnie Kilpatrick

Florence Bodine

Eileen Sonberg

Bitsy Durham

Emery Holt, Culley Jo’s niece

Skeete Foster

Grace Copeland

Hunsley Strickland

Chad Kane & Family

Dolly Rauch

Haley Stallings

Ollie Schneemann

Mike & Jaynell Bodine

Jerry Gibbs

David Longoria

Donnie Hinderliter

Ramone Navaro

Bill Davis

Kent Beard

Carol Brown

October 3rd, 2017
What a wild month it has been since my last letter. Hurricanes, earthquakes, and evil thriving in
some places it seems. I’ve heard smatterings of some theological weather forecasters saying it
must be approaching the end times. Push pause. Of course we could always be living the last day
before the return of Christ but reading the return of Christ through world events is deeply problematic. As bad as some things have been lately, there is still a great amount of good in the world (it just
isn’t reported much). Also, things have been much worse before. I would point to WW1 as an example of things being about as bad as they have been.
I was just reading Jeremiah 39 this morning. I encourage you to read it. Evil existed then, evil exists
now. Evil has a leader, Satan (or one of his many other names), and followers. For some reason,
that man in Las Vegas decided to become one of Satan’s more destructive followers.
None of us are promised to be saved from evil all of our lives. Evil affects us all in all kinds of ways.
I love how Jeremiah 39 ends, though (CEB) “You will escape with your life, because you have trusted in me, declares the Lord.” Although Jeremiah was writing this to a very specific audience in a
very specific time, the truth in the Scripture pertains to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever
evil throws at the Christian disciple, life eternal prevails!
I implore you to pray for all of these tragedies and to constantly give thanks for the blessings God
has given us. Of course, if you’d like to donate toward them and don’t know how, let me know.
Life Stewardship
The events of the last several months also encourage us to examine our own lives. This weekend
I’ll be kicking off a series on stewardship of our lives. All of our blessings and our very lives are given to us by God and we are stewards of what God owns. How can we best handle our responsibilities? The plan, and I stress plan because sometimes the Spirit and/or life changes things, for the
next few weeks looks like this:
October 8th – When Dreams Become Nightmares
October 15th – Wisdom and Finance
October 22nd – Cultivating Contentment
October 29th – Ross Copeland Presiding (Kairos #45 @ Robertson Unit)
November 5th – Defined by Generosity
November 12th – In the Aftermath of the Great Recession
Yes, finance is a component of these topics, but really we’ll examine whole life stewardship. As a
reminder, Jesus spoke about money/possessions more than anything else…so avoiding the topic is
actually unbiblical! I believe this series will be transformational and I look forward to exploring with
you.
It is a privilege being your pastor!

Rev. Jim Noble

October
Celebrations
1st Brad McMinn
2nd Ross McCrea
2nd Mike Foster
3rd Avery Clark
5th Merle Thompson
11th Jere Thomas
11th Wayland Foster
19th Braylee Foley
22nd Casey Bynum
22nd Claire Copeland
24th Abbie Terry
27th Justin Clark
30th Ginny McMinn
30th Julie Thomas
31st Ruthe Foster

7th Wesley & Ashley Glass

If we are missing your PHOTO and/or
INFORMATION FORM in our church directory
PLEASE READ BELOW!
We hope to have every FUMC Family Member included!
Please submit your photo AND/OR your Member Information Form using
the links below. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email,
call or text me.
(325)396-5295 or fumc299@gmail.com
OR PHOTO https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/submit_photo.aspx?
id=4297c31f-0b51-4adf-9f69-c6992ad0ba9f

** If you have not filled out a

Church Member information sheet,

October 13-14, 2017 San Angelo, TX
Texas Mission of Mercy (TMOM) is a mobile dental clinic that travels
around the state providing free basic dental care to Texans with limited
resources and/or access to care. Our volunteer dental professionals’ primary focus is on relieving pain and preventing infection by providing extractions, fillings, and cleanings. In limited cases, replacing missing front
teeth or repairing partial dentures may be available to restore a smile.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Patient Registration






Guiding Parents to & from Stations

Oral Health Education for Adults/Kids
Serving Food to Patients & Volunteers





Bilingual Assistance

Dental & Medical Professionals

Set Up/Tear Down (Thursday & Saturday PM)

www.tmomvolunteer.org

Volunteer information on the next page!!

October 13-14, 2017 San Angelo, TX
HOW TO REGISTER ONLINE:


Go to www.tmomvolunteer.org



Click “Register” under San Angelo Event



Complete Information for “Create an Account”



Receive an Email and Follow Instructions to Completer Registration



Most Volunteers will be “Community Volunteers”, unless medically
trained



For Community List: First United Methodist Church



Choose your Shift (s) and T-Shirt Size



Note Section: Ok to add your spouse here—Name, Shifts, T-Shirt
Size, or list job preference, such as registration or hospitality



Click “Register” to Finish!



Receive reminders and event information!

www.tmomvolunteer.org

Financial Report Operating Fund September, 2017

9 Months of
2017
Amended
Budget
Pledges, Gifts, Donations

Amended
Budget

$170,226
0

Total Income

Conference Apportionments
Pastoral Expenses
Program Expenses

74,264

Operating Expenses

44,284

21,997

77,436
25,050

Mission Projects
Capital Outlay/Extraordinary Building
Costs
Other Expenses
Total Expenses
Excess lncome/(Expenses)

20,258

5,250

7,000

West District News

September, 2017

Road Trippin’
You may know that I am trying to get around to visit each church
campus in the West
District, to see each place of worship, to visit with pastors, and to
meet staff persons and laity all over the district. So far, I have made it to thirtytwo churches, so I have fewer than ten remaining! I promise, I’ll get to you soon.
What am I learning as I move about the district? First, it’s a big district. I’m putting a monthly
average of 1,450 work-related miles on my car, including trips to the Rio Texas Conference
Center in San Antonio (that’s why I got a car with a hybrid engine)!
I’m learning that West Texans are the friendliest folks I’ve ever met. I guess, when you may
have to depend on your neighbors, it makes you more neighborly.
I’m learning something I already knew; that the landscapes of West Texas are breath-taking! I
love to see mesas and hills silhouetted against a West Texas sunset. Fields of cotton, milo, and
even mesquite have their own unique beauty. I’m learning that not all county roads are
paved. And that I can’t take my eyes off of
wind turbines – they just mesmerize me.
I’m learning that where two or three are gathered in Christ’s name, he is there with them. I
appreciate the faithful witness of our congregations - small, medium and large. I know it’s not
easy to keep the church doors open and the lights on. It’s a challenge to get young people to
hear the gospel of Jesus Christ and take it to heart. But God doesn’t call us to take it easy;
God calls us to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. And God
doesn’t call us to fail. However big our challenges are, our God is bigger!

Please keep an eye out for a silver Toyota Rav4 speeding, rolling through your county, and say
a prayer
for the safety, patience, and wisdom of its driver! Lord, have mercy.
Blessings and Peace,

West District News

A Christian Greeting
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me."
As many of you are aware, my Father passed away last week. He had been at a
Dementia
Unit since the end of December. Although I am very sad that he is gone,
my heart has found peaceful comfort in knowing he is with Jesus! When we
would ask "how
are you doing Dad?" his response was always the same, with a big smile and
twinkle in his
eye, "I'm still here, thanks to God!" Dad was strong in his Faith, he had a quote
he would say
when a family member or friend died, "we are born, to die, to be born again",
great words
of wisdom. Great comfort indeed!
More of Him, Less of Me,

