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October Newsletter
FUMC, Sterling City, Texas

THIS ISSUE:
Welcome!
-Services
-Prayer Requests

Church Service

-Calendars



Sunday School - 10am

Birthdays,



Worship Service - 11am (Childcare provided during worship)



Women’s Bible Study - Tuesdays at 9am and Wednesdays
at 4:30pm



Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study - Wednesdays at 6:30am



Jim’s Constitution Class - Sundays at 9:30am with a repeat

Anniversaries
-Pastor’s Pen
District Newsletter
of the Month
-Church Activities
Important dates
-Preschool

Please look throughout this newsletter, attend, worship,
and follow us @ www.sterlingmethodists.com or
check out our Facebook page

-High School Youth Sterling City First United Methodist Church
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Prayer Requests:
Hunsley Strickland

Susan Wyatt

Janis Noble - Eyesight

Sue McClure

Jackie Brown - Eyesight

Kent Beard - Neck/Spine

Grace Copeland

Lee Pipkin - Myasthenia Gravis

Janice Clark

Helen Radde

Debby Bynum - Knee

Bill & Judy Eubank

The Posey Family

Jere & Bruce Thomas

Carol Cotton - Cancer / Hospice

James Thompson

Kalyn Hodges - Travels

Amy Brown - Cancer

LaVerne Hoelscher - Blood Pressure

Carol Brown - Cancer

Gene Mays

Ella Nelson - aka “Big Ella”

Will Dixon

Lexis McCrea

Peter Baxter

Hadlee Holik - Brain Cancer

Diana Fox

Dolly Rauch - Cancer

Haley Stallings

Karen Cox - Cancer

Nate Alvie - Stage 4 Lung Cancer

Jessie Cornelius Sr. - Cancer

Tabetha Derines (Jim and Melanie's

Jena Janek - Foot

Godchild) - POTS and Asthma

Randy Peel - Leukemia

Clinton Hodges

Ramona Navarro

Debbie & Lenard Horwood

Saundra Murry - Cancer

Donnie Hinderliter - Cancer
Morris Hinshaw

Persecuted Christians
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Birthdays

Anniversaries

1st Brad McMinn

19th Braylee Foley

4th Brodie & Darcy Weishuhn

2nd Ross McCrea

20th Joli Beebe

7th Wesley & Ashley Glass

2nd Mike Foster

21st Beth Hord

3rd Avery Clark

22nd Casey Bynum

5th Angie Davidson

22nd Claire Copeland

5th Merle Thompson

23rd Misty Michulka

6th Matt Bly

23rd Jace Doose Trimble

9th Stacy Hight

24th Abbie Terry

9th Mary Louise Rich

26th April Thomas Reed

11th Jere Thomas

27th Justin Clark

11th Janell Dempsey

29th Lacy Foster

11th Wayland Foster

30th Ginny McMinn

12th Travisann Davis

30th Julie Thomason

15th Merlene West

30th George Demere

19th Caylee Gibson

31st Ruthe Foster

* Pinkey Humble has
asked that we join them
in celebrating Bill Humble’s 80th Birthday at the
Community Center, October 8th from 2pm to
4pm. No gifts please.

* Friends of Merle and James Thompson! Please
join the family in celebrating their 80th Birthdays November 5, 2016 form 2pm to 4pm at
the Sterling County Community Center. (We
desire no gifts)
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September 26th, 2016
Dear Congregation The Constitution and Founding Principles
I want to take a moment to lift up the free resource we’ve been using…Hillsdale
College’s Constitution 101 (www.hillsdale.org) . It is quite fascinating and I’ve
learned a great deal. It’s not too late to join our class on Sundays at 9:30am or
Wednesdays at 6pm in the Sanctuary. If you can’t join us in person, though, I
strongly encourage you to take the free class online at your convenience. The concepts and designs underlying our Declaration of Independence and Constitution
affect us all and are, I believe, quite theological. One church member downloads
the free audio files and listens as he drives around his ranch. We’ve had some
great discussions and insights based on the material! Contact me if you need assistance of any kind with viewing or listening to the resource and I’ll do all I can
to help you.
Close Encounters
This last Sunday we began a sermon series looking at Biblical encounters people
had with Jesus the Christ. We took a fresh look at Zacchaeus first and will continue this week (come to worship to see who!). When thinking about the word encounter, my mind almost instantly goes to the 1977 Steven Spielberg science fiction film Close Encounters of the Third Kind. Being a young child when it began to
play on network television, and eventually cable, I was mesmerized by it. The cinematography, the music, the premise, all of it. It is widely considered a science
fiction classic and is preserved in Library of Congress National Film Registry. It
won two Academy Awards and was nominated for eight. I didn’t realize, until today, that encounters with UFO’s / Aliens are categorized into five categories:
1st Kind – When a person sees a UFO within 150 meters
2nd Kind – When a UFO in the sky or on the ground leaves evidence behind,
such as scorch marks on the ground, indents, etc.
rd
3 Kind – An encounter with visible occupants inside a UFO (In so describing I
have given away some of the plot of the movie to those who haven’t seen it)
th
4 Kind – When a person is taken and experimented upon inside the UFO
5th Kind – Direct communication between aliens and humans
It occurs to me that we can describe religious encounters with the risen, living,
victorious Lord in similar categories (try simply replacing UFO with Christ, for instance). There have been many who’ve had encounters of each of these kinds
(except for the 4th Kind, J) My sermon series will focus on people who’ve had encounters of the 5th Kind with Christ. What a difference an encounter can make!
I remember once in my previous career I was preparing to rotate to a new engagement where I would play a significant leadership role. It was the first time I
was assigned to a project of its type though some others from my firm had
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been doing similar work for a year or so. As I learned about the project, I
heard all kinds of things about a Senior Vice President at Southwestern Bell
Corporation named Liz. Almost everything I heard was negative. She was tough,
demanding, even demeaning at times. I was told she expected miracles from
minions, that sort of thing… And the new project was in her bullseye. Whew.
My very first morning on the project in St. Louis, I had my first encounter with
Liz. Unexpected and unannounced, she flew in with several minions in tow. We
had barely opened our work bags. Everything I’d heard was already circling in
my mind. Our encounter was enlightening. She was tough. She was demanding. I
never imagined a 65+ year old person could work a Blackberry so quickly!!! But I
lived through it and I was able to see a glimpse of humanity in the supposed
monster. A couple of days later we ate lunch together in the cafeteria and became friends. We talked about all kinds of things…including some professional
heritage she shared with my mother. Once she assessed that I was competent,
we got along great. She certainly earned my respect and I’ll be the first to say
that SBC was incredibly blessed by her leadership. I was quite sad to see her go
(due to retirement) later in the project. I thought I knew Liz before I even met
her…and encountering her changed my perception entirely.
Our world is full of people who know all kinds of things about Christ with their
heads. It is quite possible to spend copious amounts of time in any church and
not have a direct encounter with Christ. We are the obstacles to any encounter,
though. Our hearts can be hardened, distracted, closed, and prevent such an
encounter, even unintentionally. Have you had an encounter of the 5th Kind with
our living Lord? We are promised that at Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, we do.
But do we realize it?
I encourage you to seek as many encounters with Christ as possible. Attend to
the spiritual disciplines. Pray for God to open your heart to encounters with
Christ through their Spirit. Ask for it! Pray for the homerun! I’ll be praying
right alongside you…for you and myself!
God is faithful and true and his promises are irrevocable. Encounters with
Christ are available to any human being…regardless of age, size, wealth, status,
or any other characteristic. And they are available NOW, not just at our death
or on Judgment Day. The Lord and Creator of all that is, ever has been, or ever
will be YEARNS for encounters of the 5th Kind with YOU!!
I’d love to hear about the encounters you’ve had and especially the encounters
that will come!
Thank you so much for the privilege of serving as your pastor!
Rev. Jim Noble
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IMPORTANT DATES!

Don’t Miss An Election!

October 11th - Voter Registration Deadline
November 4th - Early Voting
November 8th - Texas General Election

MARK YOU CALENDARS!


October 8th -

Bill Humbles 80th Birthday Celebration



October 9th -

Youth Mission Trip and Report Lunch Fundraiser



October 23rd - Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes



October 25th - Old Time Revival in the Hill Country



October 26th - Trunk or Treat at the Pre - School





November 5th - 80th Birthday celebration for Merle and James
Thompson
November 13th - The Purple Heart Lunch Fundraiser at the
Community Center (after church service)



November 19th - Hunters Appreciation Dinner



November 20th - The Community Thanksgiving Service



November 20th - Lexis McCrea will be preaching at the
11am service.

More details to come for November events!
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The United Methodist Men and the Methodist Renewal
Movement are holding an OLD TIME REVIVAL in Kerrville,
October 29th. This Revival is open to all people and
FREE of charge. It is from 10am to 4pm with lunch between two services.
If anyone is interested in going, contact Jim and let’s see if
we can get a group together!

Rob Renfro

Andrew Forrest

Paul Trejo

Pastor

Pastor

Music

Woodlands, UMC

Munger Place, Dallas
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Pre-School News

We are trying something new for our FUMC student Halloween Celebration. We are hosting a Trunk or Treat on Wednesday, October
26th from 10:00am to 11:30ish at the Methodist church parking
lot. We would like to invite all the businesses, offices, Courthouse
staff, Fire Department, Law Enforcement, EMS, Bank and even individuals from the community to join us for the celebration. We welcome you to bring a service vehicle, tractor, a semi truck, Skid
steer….. Something for the children to see and experience. You
would be welcome to hand out candy, bible tracks...or even have a
small activity for children to experience.
Really the sky is the limit...we would love to provide you a spot in
our building to see our ghosts and goblins . In the past we have
brought students to you all….but we are changing things up this
year. I hope you can come! We would ask that you be there by 9:30
-9:45 to get set up for the fun! If you can help, please let me know
and I will reserve you as spot!
- LaNae
(325) 378-2080

9

Dear Parents,
The FUMC Board is pleased to announce new hours of operation, effective October 3, 2016. The new hours are from 6:45am to 6pm, Monday - Friday. The change, which includes an earlier start time and a
later pick up time, should help parents meet their demanding schedules.
The extended care hours will be more of a daycare environment and is
separate from the regular Pre-School curriculum. Parents will need to
provide an extra 4:30pm snack for their child. Prior scheduling will
need to be arranged. If prior arrangements have not been made for extended hour care, late fees will still apply as printed in the parent
handbook. The cost of this will be $10 a day and the service is not eligible for the scholarship program. Parents may schedule arrangements
by the week or day, but payment must be received on the day of service
or week prior to service. If you have any questions or concerns, please
contact LaNae for more information at 325-378-2080
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9th -

Mission Trip Report & Fundraiser Dinner

12th -

Field of Faith - San Angelo Stadium

23rd -

Operation Shoebox - Shopping in San Angelo
& Henry’s Diner for lunch

30th -

Halloween Fun!

Go and Make Disciples of All Nations

