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Worship Service-11am
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West District News
Please look through this newsletter, attend, worship, and follow us @
www.sterlingmethodists.com or check out or Facebook page
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Pastor’s Pen
February 28th, 2018
I was blessed again this morning at breakfast to remember again how
each of our faith stories can reveal God, his Son, and their Spirit to
those who are lost in darkness. What is your story? How has Jesus impacted your life? Can you share it with someone? The good news is, we
all can. Just practice! I’d be happy to help you if you are scared or feel
unworthy. It is a promise of God that you ARE worthy, capable, and
should share your faith story!
This weekend, as part of our walk through the last actions of Jesus before his arrest, we’ll look at the story of the Passover and how Jesus’
Lordship transforms this story, and the world.
We are all part of the greatest story ever told! A story that has actually
happened, is actually happening, and will actually happen! The gospel
impacts the victorious who die in faith, the newest among us welcomed
into loving Christian homes and faith communities through baptism, and
all of us in between. Praise the Lord!
It is a privilege being your pastor! See you in worship and around town…

Rev. Jim Noble

1st Hadleigh Stokes
1st Roy Gladden
2nd Mark Foley
3rd Cathy McEntire
3rd James Thomas
5th Bobby McClure
10th Grover Johnson
11th Cross Knittel
11th Trey Wilson
16th Brynlee Gaines
17th Deana Jaramillo
17th Grant Orsak
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25th Janet Rauch
27th Robbie Knittel
29th Salena Monreal
31st Bettie Foster

11th Wes & Casey Musick

CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH
DIRECTORY AT

INSTANTCHURCHDIRECTORY.COM

PRINTED VERSION
COMING SOON!!

Or use Mobile App.

Please let me (Ellen) know if you would like a PRINTED VERSION
of the Church Directory for around $10.
You can respond via: email fumc299@gmail.com
: text (325) 396-5295 or in person!
Thanks for all your help!




Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays 9-11am.

Men’s Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at
6:20am.



Easter Lily Order Forms are due
March 25th.



Maundy Thursday service on March 29th at 6pm

Sync Our Church Directory
to Your Mobile Device

West District News
“Take heart!”

I have had the blessed privilege to visit the Holy Land four times. On each pilgrimage, our group went
out on a boat on the Sea of Galilee (actually a fresh water lake) in northern Israel. Each time we would motor out to the middle of the lake, shut off the engines, and look out over the water as someone read one of
the gospel stories of Jesus and his disciples on the Sea of Galilee. Most often we would read about Jesus
calming the storm: “Peace, be still.”
Another story of Jesus on Galilee is told in Mark 6:45-52. Jesus had just fed the 5,000 and sent them –
and the Twelve – away so he could be alone to pray. The disciples were in a boat and couldn’t cross the lake
because a storm came up and the wind was against them. Jesus finished praying and set out across the lake
himself, walking on the surface of the water. The disciples saw him walking on the lake and were terrified.
They thought they were seeing a ghost and screamed in terror.
But Jesus called out to them: “Take heart! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
Do you ever feel like you are stuck in a boat on the water in the middle of a raging storm? Our nation
and church are divided. Our government is broken. Trust is shaken and truth doesn’t matter. And our children are being murdered in our schools. I’m sorry to paint such a dark picture, but sometimes this is how it
feels. It’s enough to make us want to scream in terror.
And this is precisely when Jesus comes to us through the storm, saying, “Take heart! It is I. Don’t be
afraid.”
The rest of the story is that Jesus got into the boat with the disciples, and the storm settled down. I trust
and believe that Jesus is in the boat with us, as an encouraging and calming presence.
Jesus is telling us not to be afraid; and also, to be courageous: Take heart! We need to be courageous
spiritual leaders of our congregations and communities. We are called to give hope to a disheartened
world, to work for justice, to proclaim peace in the face of violence and faith in the face of fear.
Let us pray: Lord Jesus, come to us in the storm, calm our fears, and help us to be your courageous servants. Amen.
Be encouraged,
Andy

West District News
A Christian Greeting
"Haven't I commanded you; be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."
Joshua 1:9
More often in these changing times, I forget these words of Wisdom! This past
weekend, sixty women gathered at Camp Butman for an annual Ladies Retreat.
Our Guest Speaker, Rachel Barrentine was not only an amazing speaker, she is a very talented
musician, songwriter, author, and she also has the voice of an Angel. The theme was "Bold,
Get Brave, Beat Fear, and Step out in Faith." In reading her book, my favorite quote to share
is by Yahuda Berg called "Words", "Words are singularly the most powerful force available
to humanity. We can choose to use this force constructively with words of encouragement, or
destructively using words of despair. Words have energy and power with the ability to help,
to heal, to hinder, to hurt, to harm, to humiliate and to humble."
Today, we could replace the word "despair" with the word "hate". God bless us all!

More of Him, Less of Me,
Gini
2018 SUMMER CAMP!
Finally, a number of Sierra Vista kids and adult volunteers will be there also. If you have or know of
a responsible, hard-working, Jesus-loving youth who would like to serve as camp staff, we encourage their participation as well. Please have them get in touch with one of us so that we can walk
them through the youth staff application process.
Church camps truly are a great experience for kids; they prove integral to their faith walks, both immediately and long-term. In truth, many experts in camp and retreat ministries claim that a week at
camp is the equivalent of a year’s worth of Sunday school classes. Please make an effort to start
praying about your child’s readiness to attend.
As ever, let us know if you have any questions!!
Kelly Duke

Tina Glass

Director, Children and Family Ministries

Director, Youth Ministries

Cell: 325.656.8068 [Texts welcome!]

Cell: 325.450.1231 [Texts welcome!]

Email: kduke@sierravista.org

Email: tglass@sierravista.org

