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Hello church! Well, summer is here!
Summer means camps, travels (perhaps even a bit more than normal), rest (hopefully), etc. I was blessed
growing up to have great summers. We went camping to Lightfoot Landing on Pomme de Terre Lake (Lake
Potato, lol) at least every other weekend. I know virtually every inch of those grounds. We camped with
many of our neighbors and friends we made there over the years. Some of my longest friendships come from
that place. We spent time boating, skiing, tubing, fishing, sight-seeing, laying in the hammock, having “group
floats” around the cove, and much more. I was blessed to see many other places as a child. Florida, Hawaii,
Mexico, and more. We belonged to a beautiful country club (where George Brett lived into the early ‘80s). I
lacked for nothing. Well, except one big thing.
As blessed as that time was (it was amazing!)…in hindsight, I wish I’d been in church much more often…at
least on Sunday morning. There were countless churches near wherever we were, even in remote southwestern Missouri. We could’ve chosen Methodist, Baptist, you name it. Most Sundays at the lake we, instead, were making arrangements to pack up and return home.
Luckily, I found the church later in life. My life is immeasurably better as a result. But I’m fairly rare. Most
young adults don’t find the church like I did. The church of my youth was stuffy and boring, but the words
and stories of the Bible have POWER. I can always find a blessing in any worship service. Even as a disgruntled kid who didn’t want to be there, I’d have been blessed. I encourage you all again to be in worship with
us when you’re in town. When you’re not in town, worship somewhere! If it’s impractical to do that, break
open a Bible and have a worship service where you are! Need some material? Ask me!
A few times during my childhood, Elmer Hedrick led a water worship service at Pomme de Terre. His kids are
grown and gone, but Elmer and his wife Elaine still live three doors down from my childhood home, where
they have lived my entire life. Elmer is a lifelong United Methodist and very active in my childhood church
(much more active than we were). When he and his family came to the lake, we had worship! I still have images in my mind’s eye from those services. It was powerful!
YOU need worship. Your kids need worship. Even if they have all the things in the world and see all the places of the world, they will not be fulfilled. Only Jesus Christ can fill our hearts. Wherever you are, make it a
priority!

It is a privilege being your pastor! See you in worship and around town…

Rev. Jim Noble

1st STEVEN FOSTER

1st JAMES & MERLE THOMPSON

1st BRADLEY BYNUM

2nd JEFF & SHARI COPELAND

2nd SHARON GOTCHER

2nd JOE ROSS & JILL JAMESON

3rd GINGER PRICE

12th ROSS & JESSICA McCREA

3rd JORDAN PETERS

12th JUSTIN & ELLEN CLARK

7th WESLEY GLASS

14th MARK & MARGARET ANN FOLEY

7th MICHELLE BRATTON

15th JASON & BARBI COX

8th COLE PARHAM

18th LARRY & LINDA HORWOOD

8th FRANK PRICE

20th MACKEY & MACKEY McENTIRE

8th CARA WILSON
16th ASHLEY LONG
16th JESSICA McCREA
20th MILES ORSAK
22nd CASON McCREA
22nd AUDREY PRICE
30th LARRY GLASS

*July 16th - 19th from 5pm to 8pm*
With small meal from 5 - 5:30

*Contact Melinda if you’re wanting to volunteer
and/or get Safe Gatherings Training complete!*
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Breakthrough Prayers and Conflux Moments

Friends, I am excited that I will be seeing so many of you at the Rio Texas Annual Conference meeting next week in
Corpus Christi. “Conference” is always a great time of worship and fellowship as we see old friends and make some
new ones. Another great thing about Conference under the leadership of Bishop Robert Schnase is the emphasis on
worship and learning. We will still “do the business” of the annual conference, but the time devoted to hearing reports and reviewing their minutiae definitely takes a back seat to equipping us for ministry.

To that end, we will be hearing from some excellent teachers at Conference this year. Bishop Schnase will give us a
taste of his new book, the revised and updated Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations (it wouldn’t surprise me if we
each get a complimentary copy!). There will also be several excellent breakout workshops, many of which are focused
on taking the gospel beyond the walls of the church.

But the speaker I am most looking forward to hearing (and meeting) is our Plenary Teacher, Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey,
from the West Ohio Conference (UMC). She will be sharing principles from her book, Flood Gates.

In March we gave a copy of Flood Gates to each pastor in the district, and I had the privilege of leading five pastors in
reading this book together. And I know that a few of our churches have already put some of Kibbey’s ideas into practice.

Kibbey says that fear is one of the things that holds us back from seeking (and making) real change in our churches.
She encourages us to pray and ask God to break through – to open the flood gates “of spiritual energy that comes
when a leader and congregation make and apply new decisions that release a torrent of God’s inspiration, empowerment, and purpose to pour through.”

Among the flood gates she identifies are Breakthrough Prayer Initiatives, Flood Gate #2. In the Breakthrough Prayer
Initiative, the entire congregation is asked to pray the same prayer, all at the same time of day, to ask God to break
through and accomplish what we cannot do ourselves. Combined with prayer walking and other prayer practices, this
is a powerful tool God has used to help churches make necessary changes and reach new people.

Another exciting idea is Flood Gate #5, Conflux Moments, defined by Kibbey: “A conflux moment represents a combustive, synergistic intersection – a living encounter – between you and the heart of God.” WOW! Imagine if we all prayed
for, expected, and worked toward having living encounters with the heart of God!?! Kibbey argues that this is exactly
what our worship and witness are to be about.

I don’t know about you, but I want to learn more from this God-inspired, Christ-centered teacher.
Peace,

Andy

"For where two or more are gathered together in My name,
I am here in the midst of them" Matthew 18:20

What a joyful day we had at Camp Butman, with five great participants from Miles UMC. Our camp
leader, Josh kept the boys and girls busy, They were amazing to watch on each obstacle challenge.
Talking to each other, working as a team, no matter how many times they heard Josh say, "start
over!" they kept going until they all finished together! It was so fun to watch them climbing the rock
wall as fast as they could, with everyone on the floor helping them and guiding them up to the top.
Thank you Miles UMC and parents, for your encouragement and love you share with these very special youth. And a very special thank you to Camp Butman Staff, and the great meal they prepared.
The Chapel Service was very special for all of us. It was a great time for these future leaders: Hayven,
Jayden, Dallas, Shelton, and Peyton, another big thank you to each of you for such a great day. You
were missed Karlee and Jaycee, but you were with us in spirit......As for Pastor Gary and I, we spent
our time taking pictures and looking for shade!

Reminder: The Jesus Way, summer camp at Camp Butman
August 5 - 9, Sunday - Thursday. Cost:$250 * Contact: Sierra Vista UMC

More of Him, Less of Me,
Gini

