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Pastor’s Pen
July 6, 2018
Hello church!
I am writing from Christ the King Retreat Center in San Angelo, where I am serving as an assistant
spiritual director on flight #403. It has been great already and is going to be a special weekend with
some precious young ladies. God is SO good!
What a week it has been. I will never forget the call I received almost one week ago and the events
that have transpired since. I’ll never forget learning of the tragedy that hit my friend, the Rev. Sheldon Johnson. I’ll never forget the many kind words and acts I’ve heard and seen from you all surrounding the families and friends affected by these accidents. You all rolled out the red carpet to
honor a tremendous man, Mackey, and his family. Praise the Lord for the lives of Mackey McEntire,
and Sharon and Ray Johnson! God is SO good!
Some have remarked, to me, how tough it must be to officiate and minister in times like these. The
power of our triune God, and your prayers, has been palpable for me. Although, of course, I’d much
prefer that neither of these accidents happened at all, they do bring an opportunity for us as Christians. As I told the butterflies earlier today, we get to proclaim VICTORY! Jesus is Lord and death is
not the end! Knowing Mackey, Sharon, and Ray was all gain for me. And now they are heaven’s gain.
I don’t view them as lost, they are with the Lord and we will be with them again before we know it.
Yes, there is grief, of course. But in the end, God will wipe away every tear and answer for every
wrong. God is SO good!
I was the spiritual team prayer person earlier today for another talk given by a precious teenager.
That simply means I am one of three people who pray for her before and after her talk. Her prayer
partner (who remains praying in the prayer room during the talk) was her aunt. When we returned
to the prayer room, her aunt had been crying considerably. She said, “Your grandmother (her mother) was here during your talk praying with me!!!” Later, I talked with the aunt and she explained
how she felt the presence of her mother (with Jesus since 2010) very powerfully alongside her during that 20 minutes or so. She asked, “Does that happen?” “Absolutely! I said, you’ve been blessed
with a visitation. Praise the Lord!” God is SO good!
I encourage you all to proclaim, “Victory in Jesus, my savior forever…!” We have the best news in
the universe!
I’m praying for you all and I truly appreciate, and feel, your prayers for me. God is SO good!

It is a privilege being your pastor!

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
1st Scooter McCaleb

7th Culley Jo & Trey Wilson

2nd Kas Johnson

9th Clyde & Denise Parham

4th Courtney Parham

12th Lesley & Stephanie Stafford

4th Kregg McKenney

17th Jim & Melanie Noble

6th Meredith Copeland

19th Bob & Janet Rauch

6th Debbie Horwood

22nd Kregg & Diana McKenney

10th Jill Jameson

22nd John & Dennise Pittillo

15th Sarena Terry

22nd Skeete & Nancy Foster

16th Peighton Glass

23rd Jeremy & Amanda Louder

16th Robert Janek

26th Bobby & LaNae McClure

17th Dennise Pittillo

29th Josh & Melinda Gaines

19th Gary Foster

30th Steven & Martha Foster

19th Lonnie Horwood
21st Lauren Pittillo
23rd Jinger Hendry
25th Scott Clark
26th Hudson Cox
26th Roger Williams
30th Diana Fox

VBS - 16th - 19th from 5pm to 8pm
21st - Post VBS Pool Party 12pm-3pm
with lunch provided. Bring your family & friends!
(City Pool)

August 5th- Confirmation Sunday and a
River Potluck
at Glass Scotty Ranch in East Carlsbad.

August 26th - Back to School Brunch and
Council Meeting
(between brunch and worship service)

Don’t Miss Out!

The Mighty Ampersand

West District News
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At our Rio Texas Annual Conference meeting in Corpus Christi in
June, we delegates were blessed to receive a copy of Bishop Robert
Schnase’s brand new book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations:
Revised and Updated. You may be thinking, “I’ve read The Five Practices; it’s not new.”
While it is true that the five practices are the same as when the book was originally published in 2007 - Radical hospitality, Passionate worship, Intentional faith
development, Risk
-taking mission and service, and Extravagant generosity - the book is radically different now.
The original Five Practices is full of good advice and ideas for attracting persons
to our churches. Bishop Schnase characterizes this approach as the attractional
model of ministry – kind of like, “if we build it, they will come.” But much of what
has been written about church leadership in the past few years is based upon more
of a missional model that assumes that persons are more interested in being part of
a church that makes a difference in people’s lives.
In light of this shift, the theme of our annual conference was: from come and see
to go and do: Rethinking the FIVE PRACTICES.
In the new Five Practices book, Bishop Schnase acknowledges this vital shift, but
he suggests that we don’t have to choose one model over the other; that we need
to be, in our churches, both attractional and missional. The symbol for this both/
and approach is the simple but mighty ampersand: &.

Bishop Schnase tells about a six-inch ceramic ampersand he received as a gift
from a friend: “I keep the ampersand in a visible place in my office to remind myself
that … I can do things both this way and that way. Working with missional assumptions and attractional assumptions is not an either/or choice. Healthy, fruitful,
growing congregations seek to do both with excellence.” (p.9)
I strongly encourage every congregation to get several copies of the new Five
Practices, read it together, & put it into “practice.”
Blessings & peace,

Andy

AChristianGreeting
Once again I want to thank the District Superintendency Committee for allowing me to use vacation and comp time to be in Colorado this summer.
We look forward to greeting our new appointed Pastors this summer, and
pray for the Pastors leaving and wish them the best. Change is a part of life,
and a part of God's strategy. Embrace it!
--More of Him, Less of Me, Gini

WestDistrictConferenceSummary
The District Conference was held Sunday, May 20, 2018 at St. Luke United Methodist Church.
There were around 80 in attendance with Rev. Andy Smith presiding. A few of the highlights
are below.
Rev. John Saint, Board of Trustee Chair, provided his report. He told of all the work done in the
parsonage prior to Andy moving in, new appliances and some painting, then a water leak under
the hallway, which buckled the floors and required new flooring happened after he and Robyn
moved into the parsonage. All has been complete except one area of floor which will be done
after Andy moves to Kerrville in August. John then turned it back over to Andy to discuss his
move. Andy explained he was appointed to both the Hill Country and West Districts beginning
July 1. With this appointment, he will be moving to Kerrville so he will be more central to both
Districts. He reported there are 14 churches in the West District closer to Kerrville than to San
Angelo so it makes sense to move. The District Trustees have met and discussed what to do
with the parsonage and they voted to put it on the market in August. A couple or our San Angelo churches have expressed interest. The Book of Discipline states the District Conference has
to approve the purchase, but not the sale of property, but I would like to ask for a vote. Andy
asked for any questions: Where does the money go? Andy—we will request to keep the money
in the district for missional purposes less the funds used for the update and renovation expenses this past year. Has it been discussed to sale the office and use the funds from both to purchase a larger office with meeting space? Andy—it has been mentioned. You said this may not
be permanent, does it mean this in an interim move? Andy—I don’t believe it is interim. I think
the conference will change the district lines eventually. Will a District Office remain here?
Andy—yes, at this time. Andy then announced Colleen Haley will be the DS Ministry Assistant
and will assist him with both Districts. Following the questions the vote was taken and approved
unanimously to sell the West District Parsonage following the move of the DS.
Andy explained in detail the 1 board model and directed everyone to the Nominations Report.
The 1 board model District Strategy Team will replace the Finance Committee, Board of Trustees, and the District Superintendency Committee. The board will consist of 12 people, 7 lay
and 5 clergy, and the staff will be ex-officio members. The District Committee on Ordained Ministry will remain a separate body and is listed on page 2 of the report. He announced the Hill
Country district is voting on a similar model at their district conference as well. Andy asked everyone to review the nominations report before them and the vote was unanimous to approve
the nominations report presented.
The proposed budget for 2019 was discussed and the changes pointed out for everyone to review. The most important changes: salaries increased by 3%, parsonage utilities down, but still
there with the expectation we will share some expenses with the Hill Country for utilities. With
no further questions, the vote was taken and was unanimous to approve the 2019 budget as
presented.
The meeting closed with the praise team sending us forth.

