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I am so proud of you SCFUMC! You continue to blow me away every day, week, month, and year. 

This year, for our "Christmas Is Not Your Birthday" Campaign, we raised $10,480!!! This BLOWS 

AWAY our previous high of $8,400 two years ago. For those interested, the breakdown is as fol-

lows: 

The breakdown isn't exactly even as some folks designated one ministry or another. So: 

$4,300 went to FINCA, which supports Microfinancing in some of the poorest parts of the world, 

helping women (mostly) start small businesses and rise out of poverty. This money was matched 3 

to 1. So, our $4,300 actually becomes $17,200! This money will radically transform lives for years to 

come. 

$6,180 is going to the Rio Texas Conference Lydia Patterson Institute campaign. The Lydia Patter-

son Institute is a beacon of Christ's light and love in one of the poorest places in America. It radically 

transforms lives through education, work, and opportunity. 

Thank you also for your generosity through the year to the church and to myself and my family. We 

are blessed to be where we are, who we are, with Jesus as Lord. 

If you are still looking for places to change lives with your gifts, don’t forget our Preschool is raising 

money for a new playground and our Preschool scholarship fund can always use more donations as 

well. 

There is a lot happening as 2019 is upon us. Keep tuned to our worship, our Facebook page, our 

webpage, and our newsletter. I plan on preaching a series (probably through Easter) in the amazing 

book of John titled, “Revealed.” Jesus is born, how then does John reveal who this man / God is 

and what does it mean for our lives? I hope to see you all often. 

Keep praying and thanks again for your amazing gifts! 

 

It is a privilege being your pastor! 

 

 

Rev. Jim Noble 
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Thank you to the Mildred Cole Family 
Trust for the generation donation made in 
memory of Alvie & Mildred Cole. Their 
gift was distributed to several ministries 
associated with FUMC Sterling City. 
 

 Women’s Bible Study -  “The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi” 

      *Tuesday’s class @ 9am (Sterting Jan. 8th)       

          *Wednesday’s @ 4:45pm (Starting Jan. 16th) 

    

 Men’s Breakfast - Wednesday's 6:15am 



 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who 

made it such a beautiful 

service! 



   West District News 

   In September of last year, Robyn and I began a new fitness regimen run by Camp  

   Gladiator (CG), a trainer-based, boot camp style of group workouts. We usually 

workout with about 12-15 other campers in a church parking lot, led by our trainer 

Heather. One of the mottos of CG is Take It Outside! Almost all of our workouts take place outside 

in the fresh hill country air – rain or shine, hot or cold, cedar pollen or ragweed. From September 

thru December, I had 28 CG check-ins! My goal for 2019 is to take it outside for at least 90 checkins. 

As we enter a new year, I want to encourage all of you to Take It Outside in 2019! Find ways this 

year to take the church outside its walls to where the people are. For years we have focused on how 

to get people to come to us, with varied degrees of success. We need to make the shift from come and 

see to go and do. 

Whether it is a new feeding ministry, a home-based Bible study, worship in the park, blessing of 

the animals, English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, Volunteers In Mission, disaster response 

teams, student mentoring, soup kitchen volunteering, laundromat ministry, crockpot suppers at 

nearby apartments; go and do something to take the church to the people in 2019. (Please read “Five 

Practices of Fruitful Congregations: Revised and Updated” by bishop Robert Schnase for more inspiration 

and 

ideas.) 

My CG trainer always reminds us to stretch our muscles before and after each workout. Taking it 

outside will require all of us to stretch – a lot – and to use muscles we haven’t used in a while. But if 

we check-in often, and give it all we’ve got, we’ll be stronger and healthier. So, take it outside in 

2019, and take the church to the people. 

Blessings and peace, 

Andy 

Take It Outside in 2019! 


