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As some of you know, I often analogize life to that of a train traveling on an imperceptibly slight decline. In other words, our life trains seem to always be gaining speed. The other day, Ella was really
wanting to start putting up Christmas decorations. I said, “It seems like yesterday to me (it really
does) that I was taking the decorative balls off the tree and putting them back into their boxes last
year.” Ella said, “that was FOREVER ago!” Her train and my train aren’t traveling at the same speed!
She certainly slows my train down a bit and I’m so thankful for children who get to experience glorious kid-dom at a snail’s pace.
This year we will once again remember that “Christmas is not YOUR (OR MY) birthday!” I challenge
all of us to match, or get as close as possible, what we spend on ourselves with gifts to very worthy
causes. You can do this yourselves, if you like, or I will happily distribute what the church receives in
this effort between the Methodist Microfinance Connection (https://www.umcmicrofinance.org/ and
our conference fundraiser for the magnificent Lydia Patterson Institute in El Paso (http://www.lpielp.com/). Please simplify note on your checks (Christmas is not your birthday or some such), or you
can give donations directly to me and I’ll be sure Julie tracks them. Either way, every dollar will radically transform lives toward wholeness and ever-increasing faith in Jesus Christ! What better way to
celebrate his birthday? The last two years, we’ve raised ~$8,000. I pray we can meet or exceed that
generosity this year!
I certainly wholeheartedly thank each and every one of you for your tithes and offerings that sustain
our church. We are making a difference! This year I’ve seen the lives of preschool kids changed as
well as children, youth, and even some adults! Pray with me for the most fruitful year ever in 2019!
During Advent (and December 30) I will be preaching a lectionary based series I am calling “Light.”
In the NIV translation, the English word light is used 232 times in Scripture. As I was walking over to
men’s breakfast at approximately 5am the other day, I looked up and noticed that Venus was spectacularly bright. It was like a halogen headlight was beaming from space. This season, we celebrate
an even brighter light. The brightest light in the universe, Jesus Christ. Oh how he shines! We’ll look
at ready light, astonishing light, warm light, and search light. Please make every effort to join us
whenever possible on Sundays as well as for Christmas Eve. If you have out of town visitors, you
have the power to bring them to church!
Merry Christmas!

It is a privilege being your pastor!

Rev. Jim Noble

Why Microfinance for the United Methodist Church?
Around the globe, more than 3 billion people live on less than $2.50 per day. Many of
these individuals depend on self-employment for their income. Whether it is a simple
store, a market stall or bakery operated out of their dwelling , a few goats, or seamstress services, they use whatever ability God has given them to service and provide for
their families. But often they are unable to grow their business due to lack of capital
and basic and financial services.
As Christians, we are called by Jesus Christ to love and serve the poor. Traditionally, the
Church has provided benevolence assistance to the poor, offering critical food , shelter
and medical services. These are important responses to Jesus’ command. But what
could we do to assist these self-employed poor in their efforts to build up their own
lives? The United Methodist Microfinance Connection exists to help you act upon that
challenge - providing an opportunity for you to fund a business building investment
and support a non-profit network that provides financial services to the poor.
United Methodist Church is partnering with the
Foundation for International Community Assistance (FINCA)
to make accessibility to financial services a reality in
low-income communities where there are Methodist churches
already hard at work, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.
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Heavenly Father,

May our Christmas season be
A time of reconciliation and
Peace
May the love of Christ be with us
May His Peace surround us
May our Christmas be a time
Of healing, giving and sharing
May Your Spirit be with us
As we share and care in Jesus’
Blessed birth, Amen!



December 5th - Christmas Stroll Program and Tree Lighting - 5:30P.M.
.



December 9th -

*Youth Pancake Fundraiser 9am-10:30am.
*Children’s Christmas Spectacular - 11A.M.
*Youth Christmas Party - (FLC) 6P.M.



December 16th - The Living Nativity Center - 6P.M. - 7:30P.M.



December 24th - Christmas Eve Worship Service - 6P.M.



January 6th - Ski Trip $50 deposit is due. (Sr. Youth)

Poinsettia Order Form
I/We wish to place the following poinsettias at $10.00 each in the
sanctuary for Christmas:

(circle one)
1. In memory/honor of ___________________________________
2. In memory/honor of ___________________________________
3. In memory/honor of ___________________________________

4. In memory/honor of ___________________________________
5. In memory/honor of ___________________________________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Given by ________________________________________________

Your order may be placed in the offering plate or given to Roberta
McCrea (mail to PO Box 876). Please include your check payable to
FUMC with your order and note “poinsettias” at the bottom.
Orders are due by December 10.

West District News

A Christian Greeting
A New Journey
Some of you already have heard the news that I am officially retiring the end of December. After 15 years as the Program Director for the West District, I have decided to start a new journey.
Retirement! I will miss everyone, but I know our paths will continue to cross here and there.
Thank you for the wonderful memories over the years that I will always carry
in my heart, and your loving friendship. This is not goodbye, when least expected, our paths will cross.
God Bless
You, Gini

TRUSTed con Confianza
As part of the Rio Texas Conference safety policy implementation plan all clergy,
staff, and volunteers in ministry with children, youth and/or vulnerable adults must
attend a TRUSTed con Confianza Certification session either online or in person every
two years as part of their certification process.
There are 3 steps in becoming certified.

Step 1 Go to safegatherings.com
Click on the red GET STARTED button at the top of the page.
Fill out the online application
Safe Gatherings will then process your background check and reach out to your references.

Step 2 Complete the Safe Gathering Training Course
This is approximately an hour long presentation of information on safety guidelines and best practices.
Persons will take a test at the end of this training.

Step 3 Attend a TRUSTed con Confianza Certification Facilitated Session
This is a 2 hour interactive experience that can be taken online via a webinar or in person via a
scheduled workshop.

There will be an interactive training offered at:
First United Methodist Church
37 E. Beauregard
San Angelo, TX 76903
The training will be January 6, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. in Celebration Hall.
Facilitator: Meredith Copland
To attend this course please register online at www.riotexas.org/safetrainings.

