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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF STERLING CITY 

Church Services: 
 Sunday School - 10am  

 Worship Service - 11am 

 

Issue Includes: 
 Meet the Ouelletes - page 2 

 Pastoral Letter - page 3 

 Prayer List - page 4  

 Monthly Celebrations - page 5 

 Announcements - page 6 

 Bible Humor - page 7  

 Bible Word Search - page 8 

 West District News - pages 9, 10, & 11 

 

Please look through this newsletter, attend, worship, and follow us @  

www.sterlingmethodists.com or check out our Facebook  

Sterling City First United Methodist Church. 
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Jess, Davis and I truly feel blessed to have been called to serve FUMC-
Sterling City. Since the day we arrived here, we have been showered 
with love and open arms, and there is no doubt in my mind that the 
love of Christ resides within each one of you. We are hopeful that our 
time here with you will be guided by Christ’s love to grow a promising 
and fruitful ministry.   

  

Prior to arriving at Sterling City, I served the congregation at High-
land Lakes United Methodist Church in Kingsland, TX.  This was my 
first church appointment, and through their love and grace, I was able 
to grow as a “newly minted” pastor.  Before being appointed to 
HLUMC, though, I worked as a Youth Director for First United Meth-
odist Church of Pflugerville, TX while completing my studies at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  And after completing my studies 
in 2019, we picked up and moved to Marble Falls, TX where we lived 
until being appointed here. 

 

Outside of pastoral ministry, I have been serving since 2002 within 
the Texas Army National Guard. Throughout my 19 years of service in 

the National Guard, I have been able to travel around the world and see many sights that I would not have normally 
been able to see.  I have been assigned to cavalry and armor units as well as to aviation units, and I have had the op-
portunity to have visited Israel while deployed to the Sinai Peninsula.  Additionally, my most recent deployment in 
2013 allowed me to serve in Afghanistan as an Army Aviator. Shortly after returning home from Afghanistan, 
though, I began to feel God’s call upon my heart. Through much prayer and discernment, I eventually surrendered to 
His calling and began walking the path of ministry. Naturally, I have since switched from being a pilot in the Army 
National Guard to serving within the Army Chaplain Corps. 

 

Since our marriage in June 2007, my wife and I have led an exciting and adventurous life thanks to the Army, and 
soon after the birth of our son, Davis, in March 2012 we became eager to share our adventures with him as well. Our 
adventures have taken us from San Marcos to Alabama, and from Houston to Virginia.  The moral of the story here 
being that we are experienced travelers who make the most of where God leads us!  All-in-all, we feel blessed to 
have each other, and we work hard every day to support and nurture one another. God has truly blessed me with 
such a patient and loving family to be by my side. 

 

Again, we feel truly blessed to have been called here and we look forward to growing in love and grace with one an-
other.  May Christ be with us all, now and for always! 

 

 

If you haven’t had the chance to meet our new Pastor and his    
family, please join us for worship on Sundays and get to know them! 

Meet the Ouellette Family! 
pronounced “Oh-Let” 
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Recently, I ran across an article that I had 
written concerning change in our lives.  As 
I was reading it, I began to laugh at how it 
still resonates with me, and decided that I 
should re-read it every-so-often.  I had 
written that change is good, but that I 
sometimes wonder about the process 
leading to it?  Although some look forward 
to new beginnings which come with 
change, others seem to prefer the status 
quo. And where I stand might depend on 
the day.  You see, in the months prior to 
moving here, we lived in a “sea of boxes,” 
and for the last six weeks, we continue to 
live with some of those boxes.  And as 
fate (and my emotions) would have it, 
each day of disorganization has been a 
challenge of maintaining sanity.  Maybe 
the Army in me demands too much organ-
ization or maybe I am a little crazy (quite 
possibly both might be true if you were to 
ask my family), but what I get from it is 
this, that the process leading up to 
change in my life has does its best to 
overshadow and hide the goodness of 

God’s Will before me. 

You see, from this perspective, I am again 
reminded of James’ words encouraging  
us to “Count it all joy… when you meet 
trials of various kinds,” for it produces 
steadfastness in our hearts.  James con-
tinues on, saying also that “blessed is the 
[one] who remains steadfast under trial… 
[for they] will receive the crown of life…”  
James’ words once again ease them-
selves into my soul, reminding me to be 
vigilant against allowing the struggles of 

the present to overshadow the goodness 
that God provides and promises for us.  
Sometimes I am only able to see the box-
es in front of me creating a perception of 
disorganization within my orderly life, and 
I quickly forgot about the beautiful prom-
ise of a welcoming and loving church that 
was gifted by God to me to serve. James 
reminds us that these moments in time 
will most definitely come but that they will 
also go.  And he also reminds us that 
God’s Will is good, regardless of the pro-

cess leading to it.   
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Is the fastest thing on earth… 

It reaches God before you can even say it.  

That’s powerful . 

Jim Noble 

Phillip Rawlings 

Sydney Jordan 

Rileigh Spears 

Stephen Foster 

Royce Hight 

Torrey Clay 

The Duncan & Bolding 

Families 

Tristan Himes 

Clayton Cooper 

Mark Erwin 

Barney Sisco 

Fred Buck 

Matthew Robinson 

Kasey Lumpkin 

Betty Fields 

Lupe Escobar 

Barbi Cox 

Sarena Terry 

Linda Horwood 

Amy Calhoun 

Bruce Thomas 

Herman Fox 

Prayers for travelers 

Julia Gauwain 

Le Ruth Stewart 

Sara Stevens 

Jack Clark 

Cynthia Keele 

Leadership of our Country 

Diana Fox 

Jere Thomas 

Mike & Jaynell Bodine 

Marilyn & Tom Newman 

Arnulfo & Dina Trevino 

 

Kairos Prison Ministry 

Soldiers & First Responders 

Jason Kelly  

Kenneth Collier 

Curtis & Janice McClure 

Hailey Peters 

Ramon & Connie Lozano 

Pat Copeland 

Grace Copeland 

Becky Johnson 

Patty Ahern 

Sid & Carolyn Long 

Bitsy Durham 

Carolyn Davis 

Abe Scott 

Eileen Sonberg 

Rain 



5  

 5 

7th  Owen Orsak 

7th  Jaynell Bodine 

8th  Paylin Jaramillo 

12th  Leland Foster 

12th  Matrha Foster 

15th  Katlin Horwood  

20th  Slate Clark  

22nd  Kim Johnson  

23rd  Steve Monreal  

23rd  Bill Orsak 

27th  Janice Clark  

30th  Coleman Pittillo 

30th  Karen Hodges 

1st  Lynn & Sharon Gotcher 

11th  Randy & Roberta McCrea 

13th  Scooter & Jane McCaleb 

20th  Bruce & Jere Thomas 

25th  Scotty & Kim Johnson  

*Please let me know if I am missing someone's birthday!* 

Hello everyone! I hope you all have had a wonderful summer! If you 
have anything to include for the Monthly Newsletter to please send it to 
me by the 25th of each month fumc299@gmail.com . We would like to 
keep everyone informed of what's going on in our church. Especially 
those that don’t have internet - I mail the newsletter to them;). 

Thank you,  

Ellen   

 

mailto:fumc299@gmail.com
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August 15th - Prayer Walk @ 

7pm. 

 August 11th - Meet the Teacher 

in the auditorium @ 6:30pm. 

**Also, Registration Packet Pick-   

 up. 

 August 12th - Elementary Meet 

the Teacher @ 5:30pm. 

 August 15th - Packet return and 

schedule pick up from 3pm - 5pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Special offering for August is 

for The Sterling County  

Nursing Home Activity Fund.  

  

*Please note “Nursing Home 

Activity Fund” in the memo 

line of your check. You can      

either put the check in the      

offering plate or mail to PO Box 

457 here in Sterling City.  

 

August 11th - Kickoff at the football field @ 8pm. 

KICK OFF 

THE NEW YEAR! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

BACKPACK PICKUP  

Secondary - August 11th   

5:15pm - 6:15pm 

Elementary - August 12th 

 3:30pm - 5:15pm. 

@ The Family Life Center 
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BIBLE  HUMOR 
 The good Lord didn’t 

create   anything 
without a purpose……

Mosquitoes come 
close, though.  

A young boy had just gotten his 
driving permit. He asked his fa-
ther, who was a minister, if they 
could discuss the use of the car. 
His father took him to his study 
and said to him, "I'll make a deal 
with you. You bring your grades 
up, study your bible a little and 
get your hair cut and we'll talk 
about it." 
       
      After about a month the boy 
came back and again asked his 
father if they could discuss use 
of the car. They again went to 
the father's study where his fa-
ther said, "Son, I've been real 
proud of  

you. You have brought your 
grades up, you've studied your 
bible diligently, but you didn't 
get your hair cut!" 
       
      The young man waited a 
moment and replied, "You know 
Dad, I've been thinking about 
that. You know, Samson had 
long hair, Moses had long hair, 
Noah had long hair, and even Je-
sus had long hair...." 
       
      To which his father re-
plied...."Yes, and they WALKED 
everywhere they went!" 
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BLOOD 

BODY 

BREAD 

DRINK 

EAT 

FAITH 

FATHER 

FLESH 

FOOD 

FOREVER 

GIVE 

HEAVEN 

JEWS 

JOHN 

LIVING  

WORLD 

JOHN 6:51-58 
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WEST DISTRICT  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
RIO TEXAS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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Y’all don’t need me to tell you that these are anxious times. I could list a litany 
of woes we face as a church and a nation, but I’ll just focus on one – the pan-
demic. The Coronavirus pandemic, that we once feared might inconvenience us 
for six or eight weeks, is now in its sixth month! Please continue with me in 
prayer for all who have lost their lives, their loved ones, their good health, and/
or their livelihoods due to Covid-19. I want you all to know that you and your 
church are very much on my heart and in my prayers as we navigate this anx-
ious time. 

As we enter the new school year, please be in prayer for school children, teach-
ers and staff, and parents; all of whom are having to making difficult decisions 
and hard choices. We face hard choices in the church. Just imagine how much 
more complicated are these decisions in schools and universities. Lord, have 
mercy.  

I offer the following links to give you some encouragement and to brighten your 
day. Please review them, share them, and use them to encourage yourself and 
others.  

A Resource for Children from DS Teresa Welborn 

https://capitaldistrictumc.org/a-resource-for-children-from-ds-teresa-welborn/?
fbclid=IwAR0XAeclEYaA9xo9wYZEz7l7A3HclaZoXTwHQEtyi-7pEerf6vRVBzq9NrY  

A Song of Encouragement from DS Robert Lopez and Family  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6cN4Vzm7X0&feature=youtu.be  

You’ll Be Back, a Church Parody  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFduNE4pXAQ  

Be encouraged; and may the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will 
keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.  

Blessings and peace, 

Andy  

Be Encouraged.  

Don’t be anxious about anything; rather bring up all of 

your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along 

with giving thanks. Then the peace of God that exceeds all 

understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in 

Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 CEB  

“Don’t be anxious about anything.” Thanks, Paul; I’m on it!  

 

https://capitaldistrictumc.org/a-resource-for-children-from-ds-teresa-welborn/?
https://capitaldistrictumc.org/a-resource-for-children-from-ds-teresa-welborn/?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6cN4Vzm7X0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFduNE4pXAQ
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UMCOR 
UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON REFIEF 

 

 

Hurricane Hannah has caused heavy damage in El Valle District and limited 
amounts of damage in the Coastal Bend District. The Rio Texas Disaster Response 
Ministry began monitoring the situation while Hanna was developing in the Gulf and 
began supplying UMCOR cleaning kits Sunday evening as soon as it was possible to 
safely enter the area. Currently, 975 UMCOR cleaning kits (flood buckets) and 100 
tarps have been delivered from the Martinez Disaster Warehouse in Kerrville. Four 
thousand UMCOR hygiene kits are being delivered from Kerrville later this week and 
six hundred additional cleaning kits are expected from UMCOR Sager Brown next 
week. Generators and tools have also been delivered to the area. Most of the sup-
plies have been staged at First UMC McAllen. 

 The primary damage was from flooding, but limited wind damage also occurred. 
The areas where the most damage occurred were Willacy, Cameron, Hidalgo, and 
Starr counties. The Disaster Response leadership team headed by Susan Hellums, 
Roland Pecina, and Whitney Maupin of First UMC McAllen and Cindy Moore of La Fe-
ria UMC have worked tirelessly to assess the damage and distribute the supplies. 
Eugene Hileman, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, expressed his appreci-
ation to the team stating, “The response to any hurricane is difficult but the re-
sponse to Hurricane Hanna has been especially challenging because of having to 
deal with COVID-19. We are fortunate to have a group of people with experience 
and a deep sense of dedication to lead this effort.”  

Volunteers are needed very badly but COVID-19 has forced changes in the response 
to the disaster. Early Response Teams will only be deployed if they can return home 
each night. The result is that there will be very few teams available to deploy. Indi-
viduals and church groups near the areas where the damage occurred are being 
asked to consider how they can assist with clean-up or other needs. People volun-
teering to help with clean-up will receive brief training and necessary tools to do the 
work. Contact Cindy Moore at 956-245-5742 or email her at moore4@msn.com if 
you or your group can help. 

 UMCOR has a great many cleaning kits on hand so they are not asking for more to 
be made. Persons wanting to help with cleaning kits can assist with verifying kits at 
the Martinez Disaster Center in Kerrville. Because of COVID-19, only small “family” 
groups can be used. Cleaning kits in the warehouse cannot be distributed until they 
are verified. Several hundred unverified kits are currently in the Martinez ware-
house and are needed as preparation for the next flood in the Conference. Contact 
warehouse coordinator Jack Clarke (jack@jdc3.com) to volunteer at the warehouse.  

Financial support is badly needed to assist families’ recovery from the damage to 
their homes because of Hanna. Gifts should be sent to the Rio Texas Conference, 
16400 Huebner Rd., San Antonio, TX 78248. They should be designated for the Rio 
Texas Conference Disaster Response Fund - ADVANCE #2050.  


