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Pastor’s Pen
April 5th, 2018
He is risen! He is risen! He is risen! Jesus has conquered sin and death and is living with us,
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Through Christ, our highs can be much higher than our
lows are low! I wish you all a glorious Easter season. It’s hard to believe we’re already in April
and the end of another school year is within sight.
In our last council meeting, I challenged us to be a trying church. Not trying in the sense of emotionally difficult, of course, but trying in the sense of adventurous. What new expressions of
ministry and worship might we “try” together. Having a spirit of adventurous trying allows for
less emotional investment and more creativity, I believe. Please join me in prayer about how we
might be even more adventurous than we already are.
Starting this Sunday, I’ll be preaching a sermon series called “Good Grief,” about how our faith
informs the griefs we all experience. After this series, I’ll move into a short series on the book of
Titus. Titus is brief but important. I doubt too many pastors ever preach from this little New Testament book, but I am going to! After that (although I’m still praying on the exact order), I anticipate getting into a series on Portraits of God and also a series on Biblical Wisdom in Worldly
Beats. I’ll ask again that if there are secular songs (country, rock, pop, adult contemporary,
whatever) that have been/are meaningful to you, and strike you as true to life, please share
them with me.
Also a heads up that the rubber is about to meet the road regarding our new conference children & vulnerable adult policy. The “rubber” of this situation is that, much like with our preschool, ANYONE who volunteers (this is going to be a lot of folks) at any of our ministries involving children, youth, or vulnerable adults MUST be background checked, trained, and certified. I
praise God for Meredith Copeland and her willingness to be trained as a trainer for this policy.
You’ll hear more about this very soon. Although this is being required by our conference, our
insurance carriers, etc, it is the right thing to do to protect ourselves and those in our care.
Please give this the serious attention it deserves!
It is a privilege being your pastor! See you in worship and around town…
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Announcements and
Upcoming Events


The fundraiser Clay Bird Shoot for the Purple Heart Ranch is April 21st
at the San Angelo Claybird Association. Contact Roger Williams to
donate and/or participate.



2018-2019 Pre-Registration for Preschool
April 9th - For Enrolled Families
April 23rd - May 5th - Open Registration



Preschool - May 1st - 24 Hour Online Fundraiser @
sanangelogives.org . More details in April Newsletter.



Women’s Bible Study, Tuesdays 9-11am.



Men’s Bible Study Breakfast, Wednesdays at 6:20am.



Church Directories have been ordered ($10). Your check can be placed
in the offering plate or given to Ellen Clark (Box 541). Please note
“Church Directory” in Memo.

Texas Rising Star Certified
Childcare Provider

2018-2019 School Year
Pre-Registration
Do you know of a child ** 2-5 years old
in need of childcare?

Ages **18 months-5 yrs. Old
April 9-20, 2018 – Enrolled Families
April 23-May 5, 2018 – Open Registration




…a fun place to worship,
play, and learn!

Please bring a current copy of the child’s Immunization Record
Completed Registration Form ( found at: scfumcpreschool.org)
$45.00 registration payment to secure the child’s chosen attendance days

**We are tentatively exploring the need for a younger class (18 months – 2 years.)
Class formation will be based on enrollment numbers! Class may be cancelled due
to low enrollment.
Please help us spread the word and secure enrollment to expand our services!
Questions-Please contact LaNae McClure @ 325-378-2080 or scfumcpreschool@yahoo.com

24 Hour Online Fundraiser
May 1, 2018
Midnight-11:59pm

Sterling
City FUMC
Pre-School

Give $10 or more to our
organization through
sanangelogives.org
on Tuesday, May 1st and
your donation will be
AMPLIFIED!

sanangelogives.org

West District News

Death Is Not Our Enemy
Friends, Robyn and I cannot thank you enough for your prayers
and support during the recent illness and death of Robyn’s mother,
Gladys Pino Lucas.
Gladys, Mom, was born in 1916 (that’s right,
she was 102!) and grew up in rural
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She was quick to tell you she was “Creole,
not Cajun.” Mom had a great sense of humor, and was totally devoted to Robyn’s
Dad, Richard A. Lucas, MD, a general surgeon in Austin, Texas. Mom was a loving
mother to four daughters (Robyn’s the baby), and had two grandchildren and
three great-grands.
A couple of weeks ago, when it became clear that Mom would not recover from
her illness, I was sharing with my colleagues on the Cabinet our prayer that Mom
would go ahead and cross over into heaven, and our frustration at the extraordinary medical measures being employed to keep her earthbound. Bishop Schnase
commented: “It sounds like you and Robyn view death as a friend, and not the enemy.”
That’s right! We are Easter People. We know that this life, as precious and joyful
as it is, is not our final destination. Christ Is Risen! We believe that Jesus has gone
before us into heaven to prepare a place for each of us who follow him.
I want to encourage each of you, in this Easter season, to proclaim that Jesus
Christ is alive! Each of us will face death, of loved ones and of our own earthly
bodies; but death is not our enemy – because Jesus has conquered death, has entered heaven, and is making a place there for each one of us. Thanks be to God!
Blessings and peace,
Andy

West District News
A Christian Greeting
Spring is here, and summer is coming! A reminder that we
have two opportunities for youth to attend camps.
May 5 :

Confirmation Day at Camp Butman
9 am - 4 pm
Challenge Course Events
Cost: $27 for the day (includes lunch)
30 youth maximum
Contact- Gini Christian 325-656-7061 (cell) 325-486-1500 (Distr. Ofc)
August 5 - 9 : Sierra Vista United Methodist Church Camp
3rd - 9th Grades
Contact: Kelly Duke, Camp Director, at
kduke@sierravista.org or 325-656-8068.
Permission & Registration Forms required, and available at District Office.
More of Him, Less of
Me, Gini

MinistryThroughAdministration
Annual Conference is just around the corner. Watch for information on how to register and hotel reservations to arrive soon from the Rio Texas Conference. Remember,
if you don’t register you will not have a name tag pre-printed when you arrive and will
have to register before one can be printed.
There will be a change in the seating arrangements at Annual Conference this year.
There will be an area for each District, but there will NOT be specific seats for
churches. Everyone will have first come first serve seating within the area of the
West District seating. If you would like to sit together you may need to arrive early
and find an area with seats for your group, and/or you may sit with someone from
another congregation in the West District.

