


PURPOSE OF THE MEETING:
Understand that God has a plan for your life. 
God wants your life to have meaning and purpose.

Jesus said, “ The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.”

WAYS WE PURSUE HAPPINESS:  
- Some look for happiness by experiencing pleasure. 
- Some look for happiness by acquiring possessions.  
- Some look for happiness by gaining prestige and power.  
- Some think they’ll be happy by helping as many people as they can. 

THE BAD NEWS:  
We have caused a PROBLEM. 

We all have a desire to be our own boss in our lives, even if that means ignoring God’s 
principles for living. 

Some excuses people might have: 
“It’s my life and I’ll do what I please.”  
“If it feels good, do it - regardless of what God says about it.” 
“Look out for #1. Do your own thing.”

The Bible calls this attitude: sin. 

The word “sin” in the Bible means: 



To miss the MARK.  
To step over the LINE.  
To do what you should not DO.  
To fail to do what you SHOULD do. 

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” 
Romans 3:23 (NLT)
 
“As the Scriptures say,  ‘No one is righteous - not even one.’” 
Romans 3:10 (NLT)
 
“The wages of sin is death...” 
Romans 6:23 (NIV)
 
The word “death” in the Bible means “separation.” 

“Your sins have cut you off from God.” 
Isaiah 59:2 (NLT)
 
The amount of your sin doesn’t matter.
 
“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point 
is guilty of breaking all of it.” 
James 2:10 (NIV)
 
God is perfect, without any sin.  To spend any time with God, let alone eternity, we can’t have 
any sin in our life. 



THE GOOD NEWS 

God provided a solution so I could be forgiven of my sin! That SOLUTION is Jesus. 
Why did Jesus have to die?
 
“Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (of sin).” 
Hebrews 9:22 (NIV)
 
In the beginning God ordained that BLOOD would be His divine instrument of forgiveness. 

WHY JESUS?  
He is the only person to live a perfect life.
 
“This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we 
do,  yet he did not sin.” 
Hebrews 4:15 (NLT) 

“When you sin, the pay you get is death. But God gives you the gift of eternal life because of 
what Christ Jesus our Lord has done.” 
Romans 6:23 (NLT)
 
Jesus is the only way for us to be forgiven and reconnected to God!
 
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.’” 
John 14:6 (ESV)
 
WHO IS JESUS?

What you must DECIDE about Jesus:
 

Liar    Lunatic    Lord
 

So the only thing left to do is either accept or reject what God has done for us through Jesus. 
God gives us a choice - He doesn’t force this on us.



“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
John 3:16 (NIV)
 
God has already done His part to restore our relationship to Him. He took the initiative. Now 
He waits for each of us to individually accept what He has done for us.
 
Now you must personally receive God’s payment for your sin.
 
HOW DO I RECEIVE GOD’S PAYMENT FOR MY SIN? 
Even though we know we need God, many people often try wrong ways to get His gift of 
forgiveness: 

“My mother was a Christian so . . . “
 “I will give up all my bad habits.” 
“I’ll work really hard and earn it.”
 “I’ll be religious and go to church.”
 
You could never do enough to EARN salvation.
 
Neither could you ever be good enough to DESERVE salvation. 

God’s gift of forgiveness through Jesus is an act of grace. 

Grace = unmerited favor.
 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV)
 
HOW DO I COMMIT MY LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST AND RECEIVE 
FORGIVENESS? 

> Believe
 
“ . . . and believe in your heart that God raised [Jesus] from the dead, you will be saved.” 
Romans 10:9 (NIV) 

“Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, but then observe you 
complacently sitting back as if you had done something wonderful? That’s just great. Demons do 
that, but what good does it do them?” 
James 2:19 (MSG)



> Repent
 
“Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.’” 
Acts 2:38 (NLT)
 
The word means “to make a U-turn or about face”.  

We need to tell God we are sorry for living life our own way (sin), not according to his plan, and 
we want to change! 

“Now it’s time to change your ways! Turn to face God so he can wipe away your sins, pour out 
showers of blessing to refresh you ...” 
Acts 3:19 (MSG) 

> Confess
 
Confess to God that you believe in Jesus and you believe He can forgive you. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
1 John 1:9 (NIV)
 
> Baptism
 
Why should you be baptized?
Baptism is a living picture of what Jesus did for you and me. When you are baptized, you go 
under the water symbolizing Jesus’ death and burial and you are raised up out of the water 
symbolizing Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Jesus commanded us to be baptized when we 
decide to follow him.
 
“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  
Romans 6:3-4 (NIV)
 



COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT BAPTISM: 

Q: WHEN SHOULD I GET BAPTIZED? 
As soon as you believe, repent and confess, you should make plans for baptism.
 
Q: WHAT IF I WAS BAPTIZED AT ANOTHER CHURCH? 
As long as you were baptized by immersion in the name of Jesus Christ, it is not a requirement 
that you be re-baptized at TS. (Your baptism was to Christ and not to a church).

Q: CAN MY FAMILY BE BAPTIZED TOGETHER? 
Yes! If each family member understands fully the meaning of baptism and each one has believed 
and repented, we encourage families to be baptized at the same time. It is a wonderful 
expression of commitment.
 
Q: WHAT ABOUT INFANT BAPTISM? 
Some churches practice infant baptism by sprinkling. The ceremony is intended to be a covenant 
between the parents and God on behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their child in 
the faith until the child is old enough to make his or her own personal decision.  At that time 
the child is confirmed. This custom began several hundred years after the Bible was completed. 
This is different than the baptism talked about in the Bible, which was only for those old enough 
to believe, repent, and confess Jesus personally. 



CORE BELIEFS AT TOWNE SOUTH:

ABOUT GOD 
There is one God, eternally existing in three distinct persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. These three are co-equal and each possesses all of the attributes of God. God is the 
Creator and Sustainer of the universe and everything in it. 

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST  
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is one with God the Father and the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ 
is our Savior, who was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross for all sin, and was 
raised from the grave after three days to demonstrate His defeat of sin and death. He ascended 
into heaven and will return again to earth to reign as our powerful King. 

ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 
The Holy Spirit is one with God the Father and Jesus Christ. Those who accept Christ as their 
Savior will receive the Holy Spirit to live inside them. The Holy Spirit serves as our comforter, 
guide and advocate. The Holy Spirit is given to Christians and provides guidance in living, an 
understanding of the Bible, and prayerfully intercedes for them. 

ABOUT THE BIBLE 
Our foundation is based firmly upon the Bible as our final authority on Christian beliefs and as a 
guide to living. The Bible is divinely inspired by God, without error, given to man so that we may 
know and understand the truth of God and His love. 

ABOUT SALVATION 
Salvation is not something that can be purchased or earned. It is a free gift from God provided 
by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and is received through faith. It is available to everyone who 
accepts Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. That faith is expressed through repentance of sin 
and baptism by immersion.



FOR FURTHER STUDY

WHAT BIBLE PASSAGES CAN I STUDY? 
In order to understand why baptism is important, you have to understand who Jesus is. After 
reading about Jesus, we also have provided scripture that teaches about baptism and also 
baptisms that took place in the first century. 

- JESUS - 
Below are some extremely important things that Jesus taught about himself. We recommend 
that you read the Gospel stories (Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John) to thoroughly understand who 
Jesus is. 

Jesus said He was God 
Matthew 26:63-65  
John 8:58-59  
John 10:30-33 
John 14:8-9
 
Jesus said He came from heaven 
John 6:38  
John 16:28
 
Jesus said He was sinless 
John 8:46
 
Jesus forgave sin  
Mark 2:5 
Luke 7:48, 49 

Jesus said He was the only way to heaven 
John 14:6  
John 11:25
 
Jesus accepted worship as God 
Matthew 14:33  
John 9:38
 
Jesus performed miracles including resurrection
Matthew 4:23  
Matthew 17:18  
Luke 8:49-50, 52-55  
Luke 7:12-15  
John 11:43, 44  
Luke 24:5-8
 



- TEACHINGS OF BAPTISM -  

Acts 
2:38 – Peter’s Sermon 
5:29 – Peter & Others Before the Sanhedrin 

Romans 6:1-4 

Colossians 2:11-12 

1 Peter 3:18-22  

- BAPTISMS - 

Acts 
8:4-13 – Simon the Sorcerer & The Samaritans 8:36 – The Ethiopians
10:48 – Cornelius 
16:15 – Lydia 
16:30-33 – The Philippian Jailer  
18:8 – The Corinthians 
22:6 – Paul 

 


